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nE it Remembered, That on the thirtiedi 
I D day of October, m the thirty-sixth year of 
J the independence of the United States of A- 
' meriea, Joseph Barber, of said District fiath de- 
pouted in this office the title of a Book, the right whereof 
ne claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

** Sketches of Universal History, compiled from seve- 
** ral authors, for the use of Schools." 

lb conformity to an ael jof the Congress of the United 
States, entitled, ^^ An act for the encouragement of leam- 
'"* ing, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Books, to 
" the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the 
'^ times therdn mentioned." 

H.W. EDWARDS, ^ 
Ckrk of the DtHrid of Cmnedietrf. 

^ A trM copy of Record, examined and sealed by me, 

H. W. EDWARDS, 
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CHAP. I. 
Tht MHory ^J JbrcKl iwv^g <ft< lAft of Mkua. 

QUESTION Did the Israelites take immedjate posses- 
Bion of the promised land at the dea& of Moses ? 
AfiSwer, They mourned a fuH month for their venerable 
legislator; then at the command of God, they prepared to 
pass over Jordan to take possession of Canaan. But previ- 
ous to their departure, Joshua sent two men as spies, to pro- 
cure the best information of the natural and political stren^h 
of the country, which they wer« about to attack ; and par- 
ticularly to gain a knowledge of the passajres which led to 
the city of Jericho. It is probable that tbis measure mm 
adopted from some intimation of the Divine will to Joshua, 
and not through distrust of the promises, as seemed to be 
the case with the twdve c^nt by Moses ; consequently these 
spies rendered an important service to their country, and 
were guided and protected in a peculiar manner by provi- 
dence. 

S. What happened to those men who went to search the 
? • 

A. Having pasaed^e fords of Jordan, (that river not hav- 
hig yet overflowed its banks, as it did soon after — B.C. 1451,) 
they entered Jericho, and obtained lodging at the house of a 
woman called Rahab, who probably kept an house of enter- 
tainment for travellers, and who had been an harlot, but at 
this time appears to have become a good woman. — Her fhith 
iii the promises of God led her to entertain fhe spies, and 
to conceal them from the king of Jericho, who havuig been 
informed that two Israelites had entered the city, sent to ap- 
prehend thenv 
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Q. In what manner did Rahab elude the kiog^s vigilance ? 

A. She bid the spies, beneath some stalks of flax, which 
were laid on the roof of her house; and when the king^s mes- 
sengers came to demand the men, she led them to euppose 
they were gone, and desired the officers to hasten after 
them, lest they should escape. 

<2p Why did Rahab, if she had. become a good woman, 
conceal the enemies of her country, and tell a falsehood to 
prevent their being detected? 

A, Various opinions hav( been formed concerning Rahab's 
conduct on this trying occasion. Her treachery to her king 
and country cannot be vindicated on any other ground than 
the peculiar and trying situation, in which she was placed. — 
Firmly believing that the Qod of heaven had devoted the 
Canaanites to utter destruction, she had but one alternative, 
either to espouse the cause of Israel and Israel's God, against 
her country, or perish with it, in a hopeless contest with the 
Almighty. But as no other people can bring an authentica- 
ted commission from Ood to destroy another nation, Rahab's 
conduct in countenancing the invaders of her country cannot 
now be considered as a precedent. With regard to the false- 
hood she uttered, as it was her absolute duty to protect the 
spies, and she conceived ihere would be no other possible 
way of doing it, her conduct was as excusable as any decep- 
tion possibly can be* The principle being eood was accept- 
ed, and the sin which was incidentally mixed with it was 
pardoned. 

Q. What reward did Rahab claim for jjreserving the q>ies ? 

«A When the king's officers had left the city in pursuit of 
them, and the gates were shut, to. prevent any one from com- 
ing in or going out, Rahab released the men' from their' con- 
jfioementj and informed them that she had heard of all the 
wonders God had wrought for Israel, ind that she firmly be- 
lieved him to be the only true God,' and that the people 
would be destroyed by the kraelites, and claimed as a re- 
ward for her services that her life, yid the lives of her 
kindred should be given her. ^ 

1^ What answer did the spies make to her request t 
yf. They gave her a solemn promise, if she disclosed not 
their business, to save such of her friends, as should be 
found within her house, directing her to bind a scarlet line, 
with which she was about to let them down from the wall, 
in her window, that all Israel uiighf know which house cqi\- 
tained their friends, aqd not attack it ^hro' n^iatake. 
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<^ How did iht spies escaji^ from the city, as the gales 
were shut ? 

4^. Rahah let tliem down fr»m her house which stood on 
the WiiU». 9filk the scarlet Urie before mentiooed, and by her 
advice they concealed themselves in the mountains three 
days, till the officers sent by tlie king of Jericho h^d return- 
ed from their pursuit. They then crossed the Jordan in safety, 
Hud related to Joshua all' that had passed; dwelKne chiefly 
on the terror which had seized the Canaanites, wmch they 
considered a sure presage of victory. 

Q. What preparations did Joshua make on the return of 
the spies? 

j^. The morning after their return, Joshua removed bis 
camp to the banks of Jordan ; here he waited three days, in 
order to make preparations for crossing the river. It does 
not appear that me Israelites expected a miracle to facilitate 
their passage ; yet they appear to have had no distrust of 
God, or fear as to the event 

The passage of such a number of men, women and chil- 
dren, in the face of an enemy, over a river as large as the 
Jordan, must have been very difficult and dangerous, for 
whatever appearance this river may make to modern travel- 
lers, history represents it as bavmg been at Uiat time, a 
lar^e and rapid stream, particularly at the season of its flood, 
which bcpn before the Israelites attempted ta cross it, and 
as the scripture informs us overflowed all its trtinks. 

Q. Did not the Canaanites attem))t to defend the river? 

A. They were either so ignorant of the art of war, or 
they were so intimidated at the approach of the enem jf that 
they never attempted to defend this barrier of tiielr coun- 
try, or obstruct the passage of Israel. - - « 

Q. By what miracle did God honour Joshua, as his chosen 
commander ? 

A. By dividing tlie waters of Jordan for his peoplo to pass 
over, as be bad formerly those of the Red sea before Moses. 

Q. How was this performed ? 

A, Tim priests were commanded to bear the «Fk <tf the 
covenant before the people, and as soon as their feel totu^- 
cd tlie brink of the liver, the waters, which came down 
from above Bethabara, (that Is, the house of passage,) rose 
up, and stood like mountains Terr far back, towards the se% 
of Tiberias, without inundating m% adjacent coudlry ; while 
those below, ran off towards the Dead or Salt sea, leavinc 
the channel dry for seven] miles. The prlestSy at Josbuaii 
. Aft 
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command, marched int^ tke bed of the riv^^ wliere (bsf 
remained supporting the sacred symbol of the Divine pt^e^ 
eoce, till all the people hatd parsed over. 

Q. What monument did Joshua erect, to perpetuate the^ 
memory of this cveBt ? 

A. He erected a monuinent, consisting of tweire stones, 
one for each tribe^ in the bed of the river, probably of suffi- 
cient heigh|to be generally visible from the banks. Twelve 
stones were also taken from the spot where the priests were 
stationed, of which another monunlent was erected on the 
Canaanitish shore. The Israelites were commanded, to 
' be particular in ii^tructing their children in all generations, 
the history of this wonderful event ; that thev, and all the 
nations' of the earth, might know and fear the £iord. 

Q. What feast did the Israelites observe on entering Ca- 
naan.^ 

A, The f^east of the passover, which had not been oI)serv- 
ed biii once while the Tsraelites wandered in the wilderness. 
Ail those who were bom in the desert were circumcised at 
this place, for itaeemls that that rite had not been performed 
While the nation lay under a kind of interdict, on account of 
their rebellion; tiut aa that generation were cut off, the 
Lord aj^in renewed his covenant with his people, as the 
seed nf Abraham, by (he appointed seal ; and the place was 
called Gilgal, to signify that theit* idolatrous customs and na- 
tional guilt were -rolled away. Here the people eat of the 
oid corn of the land, and the manna ceased falling. 

Q. What further testimony did Joshua receive of God'a 
presence with him ? 

A. Joshua was either taking a vietr of the city of Jericho, 
tn order to attatk it, or employed in serious meditation, or 
both alternately ; when he was surprised with the appear- 
ance of one, m the form of a mad, with a drawn sword in- • 
his hand. Jpdhua immediately accosted him, and demanded, 
whether he was a friend or an eoenay. The person replied 
that he was come as captain of the Lord's host : upon which 
Joshua reco^niked, ana woiishtpped him, as his Lord^ by 
prostrating himself upon the earth, and humbly asking to 
know his Will. This worship was not only received, but 
Joshua was cbmhianded to snew t^e same token of respect 
to the heatenlv vision, which had been required, when the 
Lord appeared to Mo^e% in the bciah : whiefa proves beyond 
k dohbt that this armed man, Wa« Ho 6t)ier than Jehov«h-Je- 
^ii3,ihe seicoDdi»eirsr<Mi lo the s«cV^ Trinity^ aniieipatiiig hie 
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iQcarsatioB ; and b» piinee of hk Fatibfiv'ft ha«t, amurio^ 
JoAua of success in wan 

Q- ^^7 ^^ "^^ ^^^ Canaahtteff attack the Hebrews 
while they l^y at 6ilgal, atteiMKog to the ordinances of reli- 
gion, unprepared forlbattle ? 

Ji. The miraculous passage of Jordan had so intimidated^ 
thena, that they shut themselves up in the city of Jerielvo ; 
expecting to defend themselves Under its walls, till suce^ur^ 
should arrive from their allies. Notwithstanding their ter- 
ror, it does not appear that they proposed any teriiis of ac- 
commodation. 

Q. la what nmnner was Uie city of Jericho taken ? 

Jl, ' 6o4 conimanded Jpsbua to direct the priests to take 
up the arkf and carry it in procession round the city, prece- 
ded by seven other priests, bearing each a trumpet of ram'« 
bom, (or more properly a trumpet of Jubilee) m his hand, 
and accompanied by alt the men of war ; but they were f>x-* 
pressly fOrnidden to shout, or ev«n to speak, till the day 
which should be appointed, and the signal given by a long 
blast of the trumpets. These injunctions were hnmediateiy 
fulfilled, and repeated ^h:h the same silence for six days. — 
We naay suppose that the procession was made at such a 
distance, as to bo in no danger from arrows orjnisstle weap- 
ons from the walls. Such a singnlar procession must ^ first 
create surprise and consternation, but when day after day 
passed off, without any effect, tbtf citizens would t>e(^in to de- 
ride it as a senseless parade, and sink down in security* On 
the seventh day the Israelites compassed the city seven 
times, and at the seventh time the priests by command soun- 
ded their trumpets and the people raised a general shout ; 
upon which the walls of Jericho fell to the ground, and the 
idolatrous inhabitants became an easy prey. 

Q. What became of Rahab, whose house stood on the wall? 

A. Probably only that part of the city wall fell, which 
lay before the army of Israel, and that Rahab's house stood 
in a different ouarter of the town ; for she was saved with aU 
thos^ who hau sought a sancluliry beneath her roof; while 
the rest of the inhabitants with all their cattle> were slain 
with the sword. The Israelites reduced the city to ashes, af- 
ter depositing the vessels of gold, silver, brass and iron, in 
the ftacred treasury i and Joshua pronounced a heavy curs^ 
against the man who should presume to rebuild this place 
which the Lord had devoted to destruction. 

^ Why did God comoaa^d the utter dest^cytioA of Jer- 
icho? 
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A* Tlie inb«liiUiits had filled up the meisure of their Xn- 
iquit f ; aad could we read their private history, we should 
probably see that tb^y were us ripe for destructioo* as So- 
dom and Gomorrah. It pleased (be Lord to destroy these 
enemies, by the sword of Israel, rather than by a p/Kstileace, 
^n eavthquake, or a deluge, or fire from heaven. Had an an- 
gel been commissioned to destroy them, no one would dare 
to charge him with iniquity. How then can the Israelites be 
accused of injustice and cruelty while executing God's ex- 
Jiress commission, ratified by undeniable miracles ? The 
malignity of sin, and God*8 anger against sinners, were pla- 
ced in a stronger light before his people, by their being made 
the eteculioners of his vengeance, than if he bad destroyed 
his enemies by his ordinary course of second causes. 

^. What city did Joshua attack after the destruction of 
Jencho ? 

Ji, He sent a detachment of tliree thousand men against 
the king of Ai, a little state about ten miles from Jericho ; 
but they were unexpectedly repulsed,. and compelled to re- 
tire, with the loss of thirty-six men. This aefeat cast a 
daoftpupon tlie whole army. The people elated at the easy 
conquest of Jericho, expected the *Lord would do all for 
them^'ithout using the proper means ; and as they bad been 
too Q^fident of their success, they were now, as um-easona- 
bly disoiayed at a trifling loss. 

Q. Was this disposition to pride and indolence^ the only 
reason of their being repulsed r 

A, No — Achan an Israelite, had stolen and secreted, some 
of the rich spoil of Jericho, which was accursed, and devo- 
ted to the fire. 

Q. How was Achan*s crime brought to light ? 

A. Joshua justly considered this check as a divbe re- 
buke, and humbly besought the Lord to reveal the cause of 
his anger against Israel. The Lord answered him that a sac: 
rilege had been committed, and ordered him to discoter tiie 
delinquent, that be mi^ht be punished. Accordin^y lots 
wej>e crist upon the tubes and families, and Achan of the 
tribe of Jndah was discovered to be the cause of the recent 
calamity. Joshua addressed him in the tenderest manner, 
and encouraged him to make a full confession of his trans- 
gression, as the only way he could expect mercy fbr his 
soul : which be did, acknowledging not only his gutit, but 
the justice of his punishment. 

Q. What was tKe puoishQieot inflicted on Achan ? 
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A* Achat) with his whole family were atoned to death ; 
ead ail their siibstam e, together with the rich apeile which 
had been purlotoed from Jericho were burned in the vaJley 
of Achor. A monument was raised in meiQ0i7 of the mcl- 
ancboiy event. 

Q. Why was Achan's whole family puniabed for his crime ? 

«^. Magistrates a;'e forbidden by their own authority to 
ptu}i»h cbiklieo for tbeir parent's crimes. But all lives are 
the Lord's, and forfeited by sin, and he has a right to dispose 
of them as he pleases: God cannot be unjust, and though 
bi^ ways are hid^from our view, we may be assured he never 
acts without a reason. Probably Achan's family united with 
him in coveting, the accursed spoils of Jericho, as Sapphii'a 
did with Annanias> in lying to the Holy Ghost 

Q. Did Joshua attack Ai the second time ? 

A, After the death of Achan, God encouraged Joshua to 
attack that city, promising to deliver it into his hand. Jeri* 
cho had been taken without thr assistance of human agen* 
cy, to teach the people to depend on God for success ; but as ■ 
f(ls miracle Increased their pride and self indulgence, the- 
conquest of Ai, though much smaller than Jericho, wair not= 
to be obtained but by diligence, self denial, and^e exertioni 
of al^ their powers, both of body and mind. The whote 
force of Isra'el was drawn out against it ; an ambush waa 
luid, and all the arts of war employed, before this small place 
could be subdued. The city was reduced to aeheS) but the 
^wil wiw given to the Israelites, «a the Una fruits of CaBaao. 

^. What was the next memorable act of Joshua? 

A. By the conquest of Ai, Joshua obtained access to the 
mountains nf Gerizim and Ebal, and notwithstanding the un« 
settled state of Israel, and the machinations of surrounding 
enemies, he proceeded to renew the covenant between the 
liOrd and his people, as had been commanded by Moses. — 
He erected an altar, and offered the instituted sacrifices ; af- 
ter having written an abstract of the law upon the plaistered 
stones, he caused the blessings and the cursings (o be pro- 
noonced from the appointed mountains, according to the 
form i^rescribed. He also read over the whole law, in the 
hearing of the people, including not only the Women and 
children, but all the strangers in covenant with Israel. 

Qr Did not the catastrophe of Jericho and Ai, induce the 
people of Canaan to submit to Joshua without resistance ? 

A, Most of (he kings of Canaan combined against the 
jpomn&oii enemy. The people of Gibeon formed the only e*- 



d by Google 



10 VTSSTVmSBAL 

ceptSon ; iosted of eastine th^ms^Fves unresenredty on th^ 
mercy of Israeli and l8rael*8Uod,«8 Rababand h«r friends had 
done,they chose to elude the impeodiDg danger by dtratagem. 

Q. What stratageot did they employ ? 

•^. The ambassadors of GibeoQ entered the camp of Is- 
rael, dressed in tattered garments, old shoes, bearing mouldy 
bread, and old provisioiis in their sackS) pretending they 
came from A &tant country, to form a league with Israel : 
ha%ing heard of all the wonders God had wfonght in £^rpt, 
at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for bis people^ artn^lly 
omitting the passage »ver Jordan, the reduetroo of Jerkho 
and Ai, willing to be thought ignorant of these recent ev«stSw 
Joshua was deceived by their artful address, and wretched 
a[)pearance, and rashly concluded an altianee with them^ 
without asking counsel of the Lordv At the expiradoa of 
tiiree days, the artifice was discovered; and the deceitfut 
Oibeoni'tes, though secured from extirpation by the oath of 
Joshua and the princes of Israel, were- sentenced to perpet- 
ual servitude. 

Q. By what right did Joshua condemn the Gibeonites ti^ 
lenitude after having made a league with them ? 

•tf. The oath of the princes extended no farther than pro-- 
lection from death, ana as the Gibeonites had acted a de- 
ceitful part, they could not expect more favourable terms* — 
The Lord of the whole earth had given Canaan to the seed 
of Israel for a possession, and the inhabitants for bond s«r» 
vants ; yet it does not appear that the Israelites were forbid- 
den to spare the lives oi any who submitted themselves to 
them : and it is generally supposed that they offered terms of 
peace to every' city before they assaulted it, according to the 
law given by Moses, Deut. xx, 10, 15. But except the Gibe- 
onites no nation appears to have sought for peace ; their hearts 
were filled with rage, and determined resistance, and being 
ripe for destruction, they were le(t to their own obstinacy. 

Q. Was the nation of Israel generally pleased with this 
determination respecting Gibeon ? 

Jf. They were not, and murmured against Joshua and 
the prinees^, but they remained firm to their engagement. It 
is evident God approved their conduct, and was displeased 
. with king Saul, when he, long after, injured the Gibeonites. — 
The Gibeonites though deprived of their cities and lands, and 
reduced to the lowest state of servitude, as a rebuke for their 
prevarication, reaped finally a great advantage from their sit- 
uation ; for being made servants 1n the house of the Lord^ 
they became instead of ctccurae^Jrom Go<^C'ike the other Cm 
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naamtes,) wko^ dtf/Htd U him : and were probably after- 
wards d^stiogiashed by the appellatioo of i/VmuttiM, or ded- 
icated persons. 

Q. What became of t)ie confederated princes ? 

A. They hastened oti their forces to make an example of 
the cowardly Gibeonites, for deserting the common cause. 
The Gibeonites applied to Joshua for assistance \ who march- 
ed immedialely to their relief, and compelled the royal con- 
federates to retire with precipitation. As they were flying 
in the utmost disorder, a miraculous shower of hail stones 
fell upon them, which slew a greater tMimber than had fallen 
bjr the rswords of the Hebrews. As it was ptobable many 
might escape In the general dispersion, Joshua (doubtless by 
the impulse of the Holy Spirit,) commanded the sun and the 
mooD to stand still, till the victory should be complete. He 
who keeps the planets in their orbits, commanded them to 
obey the voice of his servantj for the day was extended to 
the length of two. 

Q. How can this command be neonciled with our ideas 
ol^ astronomy? 

A. Had Joshua given his command, or the miracle been 
recorded, according to the terms of modem astronomy, but 
few would even now comprehend it; and as the Israelites 
were totally ignorant of astronomy, the inspired historians 
suited their language to the capacity of the people for whom 
they wrote. /The Bible was not intended to teach men hur 
man science; Many inquiries have also been made, con- 
cerning the manner m which this miracle was wrought, but it 
is farl^yond our comprehension ; we can only say that the 
fact IS authenticated by divine testimony, and that the power 
wluch madeall worlds can accelerate or retard their motion 
at pleasure. 

<2. What became of the five kings whmn Joriiua defeated 
A. After the battle was#ver they were found hid in a care ; 
Joshua took them from their place of concealment, and com- 
manded the princes of Israel to set their feet upon the necks 
of the captive kings, not by way of insult, but as a token of 
their condemnation, as hardened enemies of God; they 
were then put to death. We know not how guiltjr they 
were, but had the Divine Spirit seen fit to disclose the Iniqui- 
ty of their liveS| we shoufa clearly see the justice of theur 
punishment.. 

Of What was the next memorable event In the congest 
of Canaan? 
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Ji. A vktbry 0¥er Jabin king df Hasor, who united all tiie 
forces of the country, which the inftpired hifltorian compares 
in point of numbers to the sand on the dea-sbore. Joshua 
attacked their camp by surprise, and threw the whole army 
into such confusion that they evacuated their tents, and fled 
with the utmost precipitation. The* Israelites pursued, and 
obtained an easy victory. Their chariots of war, and their 
horses, fell into the hands of Joshua. The Israelites had now 
an opportunity of furnishing themselves with cavalr3r ; hot as 
the Lord did not intend them for a nation of warriors, the 
chariots were ordered to be burned, and the horses to be dis- 
abled from any other than domestic service. Hazor ttie cap- 
ital city, which had been considered the head of the nations, 
fell into their hands, which they burned. The rest of the 
aities belonging to the confederate princes were permitted 
to stand, but their inhabitants were involved in one general 
destruction. 

Q. Did the Anakims who had been such a terror to the 
Israelites distinguish themselves in this war ? 

«#. They did not, bot were subdued with the other nations, 
except those who dwelt io the cities of Gaza, Gath, and Ash- 
dod. 

Q. How many years passed in conquering Canaan ? 

A. About seven, and in the interval of. peace which fol- 
lowed, Joshua divided the land by lot among the Israeliteat 
as Moses had directed. Appointed the cities of refuge $ set 
up the tabernacle in Shiloh, a city in the lot of Ephraim, near 
the centre of Canaan. The tribes of Reuben, and Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, which had chosen their inherit- 
ance on the other side Jordan, but had kindly assisted their 
brethren in the reduction of Canaan, Joshua dismissed, after 
commending their fidelity, and pronouncing a blessing upoo 
them. 

Q. What memorial did these tribes erect in token of their 
relatronship to the other tribes ? * 

Ji, These victorious soldiers who had faithfully served their 
brethren in the conquest of Canaan,erected no trophy tocom« 
memorale their own exploits, but a very large altar, exaCtljr 
in the form of that at Shiloh, as a witness that they and their 
posterity had a right to join in all the ordinances of the taber- 
nacle. But as it was an express command of God, that no'sac- 
rifices should be o£fered except at the door of the taix^ma- 
cle, their brethren mistaking their intention and being zeal* 
oua for the honor of God, assembled at Shiloh, and in rather 
a hasty maooer demanded Joshua to lead them agaiott their 
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brethren. Joshua, Eleazer and the elders of Israel) by their 
authority and wisdom, tempered the zeal of their enraged 
brethren ; and they consented to send an embassy to Urn 
suspected tribes, and to try what reproof and persuasioQ 
could effect. 

Q. What was the success of this measure ? 

A, The ambassadors, who were the principal men out of 
^ach tribe, reproved their brethren sharply for their suspect- 
ed defection, reminding them of the calamities brought up- 
on the whole nation by the single offence of Achan : and 
requested them if they considered their land unhallowed be- 
cause they had no altar, to pass over Jordan and they would 
divide their inheritance with them. The Reubcnites and the 
ather tribes, with the utmost solemnity and meekness, ex- 
plained their intention, and fully satisfied their brethren that 
far from wishing to withdraw from the w^oi-ship at Shiloh, 
they bad erected this altar, not for sacrifice, but as a token to 
their children that they belonged to Israel ; lest in future 
generations that connexion should be forgotten, and their 
posterity fall into idolatry. 

Q. Did this convince the ambassadors ? 

wf. Yes, and they rejoiced; at finding that their brethren 
ivere not only innocent of the sfipposed transgression, but 
e^nceda true spirit of piety in building the altar. This Joy 
^a» diffused through the whole congregation, when the aro* 
hassadors on their return placed the transaction in its true 
light. 

Q. How long did Joshua govern Israel after the conquest 
of Canaan ? 

A^ About seventeen years ;, at the expiration of which 
time, feeling his death approachiog^^e assembled all tbe peo^ 
pie of Shechem/in order to give them his laat admonitioo% 
and to renew the solemn covenant with the God of their fa- 
thers. After having reminded thein of the great things God 
had wrought for them, he exhorted them to obey his com^- 
mands, not only in the outward act, but to take good heed 
to love the Lord ; reminding them that as all the blessings 
God had promised, were bestowed upon them, so if they 
forsook his law and broke bis covenant, all the curses denoun- 
ced, would as certainly follow. . He then solemnly renewed 
the covenant, the people promising in the mo^t unequivocal 
terms to obey it fufly. Joshua erected a mofiument of stone 
a» a witnessofthre solemn vows they had mddej to put a- 
«ray all strange gods, and worship the liOrd only. He then 
B 
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blessed (becongregaUooand dismissed them to their several 
places of abode, 

Q. Had the T^aeliles worshipped idols since the golden 
«alf was destroyed ? 

•^. It seems by Joshua's admoniCton, that some of them 
Icept idols which they secretly worshipped, and he warned 
them that If they expeeted any favor from God they must 
worship him witii a perfect heart 

Q. How long did Joshua KVe after this solemnity ? 

n^. Only a short time. He died in the hundred and tenth 
year of his age : 1445 years before Christ, in the year of the 
world £559. His remains were buried in the border of his 
inheritance, in Timnath Serah. 

Q. Will you sum up the most striking parts of Joshua's 
character ? 

A, Joshua the son of Nun, who has made so distinguished 
a figure in the history of iHrael, is represented as having been 
tramed up from early youth in the service of Moses, and in 
communion with God. We found him in the mount with his 
master when he went to receive the written law, while the 
multitude below were polluting themselves with idols. He 
entered the tabernacle with Moses at the time it was remo- 
ved out of tlie camp, and the glory of the Lord overshad- 
owed it : and there he remained, while his master returned 
to converse with the people. Early habits of piety and obe- 
dience, are the best security against sin, and the surest foun- 
dation of honour and usefulness. Joshua was trained up ihr 
the camp in the tabernacle and on the mount, and was pre- 

Eared to be a great statesman, by learning first to be the 
umble saint andfaithful minister. The character of Moses 
and Joshua beautifully illustrate each other. Moses knew 
that this young man was to succeed him in office ; was to 
finish the work which he was permitted only to begin ; was 
to have the glory of conquering, and establishing Israel in 
tlie Land of Promise. An ordinary mind would have loolced 
with a jealous eye upon the rising sun, which was to eclipse 
not only his own glory, but cast a shade over his family. But 
in the great Lawgiver of Israel, every selfish, every domes- 
tic consideration gave way to the rising merits of Joshua, 
and the appointment of Heaven. It was equally natural for 
a young man like Joshua, who knew he was destined to rule, 
to reach the summit of human grandeur ; it was natural for 
such ah one, to become impatient of authority, to be eager 
to begin that career of glory for which he was destined. But 
the son of Nun discovered true magnanimity, in dieerfuDy 
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3rieldlng (4ie subjection becoming an mferiorj and waiting pa- 
tiently for the time and manner which Providence should 
choose of exalting him to honour. Moses treated him as a 
iavorite son rising into eminence : he behaved to Motes a^ 
to a beloved parent crowned with years and honor, and 
'which he hoped to see him long enjoy. After the death of 
Moses, Joshua had ample room for disnlayfngjhe consura* 
mate warrior, the abte statesman, the lather 6f bis people, 
»ird the servant of God : and hi each of these characters 
be shown an illustrious example to posterity. 

Q. What other eminent person died about. this time ? 

A, Eleaxer the high priest, who was buried on a bill belong- 
ing to bisi son and successor, Phineas. About . this time^ the 
body of Joseph, which had been brought out of Eg^pt by 
the Israelites, was interred, with due solemnity, in a ptece of 
ground which the patriarch Jacob had purchased of the She- 
cbemites, and which was now delivered by lot to the tribe 
of Joseph* 



CHAP. II. 

The hUtoryof Jsrad from &e duakqf JMua to ^te deaih if 
JtpthaK 

Q. Who was appointed to succeed Joshua in the govern- 
ment of Israel ? 

df. God was the King and Huler of his people Israel, and 
under him the several tribes chose their own officers and 
magistrates. These officers were first appointed by Moses, 
at tie. advice of Jethro^ Tbeir number was 72 ; they were 
chosen six from each tribe, men venerable for their age and 
fiftoctity. They were to consult together iipon extraordinary 
oeeasions. The high priest was the chief counsellor, and 
se^etimes a judge ; for the oracle of God was with him. — 
The common priests and Levites were assistant judges. — 
But the executive power was vested in the judge of each 
tribe.— And God himself was their king aad the centre of 
union and government. 

S. What was the condition of Israel after Joshua's death ? 
During the latter part of Joshua's life, the Canaanites 
who had secreted themselves and escaped the sword of Is- 
rael, began agatn to gather strength and courage ; while the 
people of Israel more intent on present enjoyment than fu* 
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fure prosperity, had become iildolent awl averse from war. 
But being roused by the reproofs of their dying commander, 
*they cofisnUed the {iord who shouM go up against the ene- 
my ; and the divine oracle appointed the tribe ef Judah to 
take tiie lead in battle. 

Q. Who was appointed commander In chief? 

•^. Caleb, whot with Joshua, had proved faithful when 
the Israelites rebelled jn tlie wilderness ; and who was the 
only warrior of ajl that vast multitudes which Moses brought 
out of Egypt. 

Q. Did the tribe of Judah go afone to battle ? 

Jt. The tWbfc of BimeoTi only asBiited tliem, for tlio' sevc- 
raJ e!ti«9 strongly fortiiled remamed in the enemies hands,. 
ther^dM not think it necessary to engage all their brethren 
in thi'enterprize. 

Q. What cities were subdued at this time ? 

A, Bezek, whose kine was styled Adonibezek, which sffi-* 
nifies the lord of Bezek. He had been a great warrior, 
and a cruel tyrant, for be had seventy captive princes whom 
he had disabled by cutting off their thumbs and great toes ^ 
who gathered their food like dogs under his table ; thus adding 
insult to cruelty. The Israelites (probably by divine com- 
mand,) disaUed this cruel tyrant in the same manner, i)y cut- 
ting off iiis thumbs and toes, and he acknowledged the justli^e 
of the pmitshment, 

Q. Was Bezek the only city which was conquered by the 
tribto of Judah and Simeon ? 

«^. No, thtfy besieged Jerusalem and took the lower city ,)biit 
the tower of Zion resisted all their attacks ; they took also the 
cstrong cities of Hebrop andDebir,and expelled the posterity of 
Anak, who were men of uncommon stature and exceedingly 
'fierce countenance, so that their appearance withered the 
tcourage of common enemies, but could not resist the valiant 
tribe of Judab^with Caleb for their leader. The city of Hebr^on 
with the suburbs they gave as an extraordinary portion Ao 
the Lev-ites, but the (and which appertained to the city was 
j^ivefi to Caleb, as Moses bad promised when .be returned 
ifrom spying out the country. 

Q. By whom was the city of Debir taken ? 

A. That city was originally called Ktrjath-sepher. Caleb 
promised to give his daughter Achsah, to the brave man who 
should take it. Othniel the son of Calebs youngest brother^ 
undertook the dangerous enterprize, and received the due ve- 
ward of his valour. 
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Qr Was any portion Allotted to the dnsceodants of Jethro, 
Moses' father ia -law ? 

•^. Hoimb the sort of Jethro, with bis descendants, oa 
their first entering iu to Canaan, pitched their tents near Jeri- 
cho, which lay in the lot of Benjarnin : but afterwards they 
joined themselves to Judah, and settlf^d in the borders of the 
wifderoess, where they seemed to have lived a retired and 
peaceable life, little interfiiring in public a^irs. 

Q. What other cities were taken in this war ? 

Jt. Several which lay in the mountainous part of Caaaan^^ 
with Gaza, Askelon, and Ekron, which were situated near 
the sea. Notwithstanding this success, the children of Judah 
did not possess themselves of all the cities in the valley, for 
the inhabitants had chariots of iron, and the people feared to 
attack them, and thiis by their unbelief they provoked God 
to Withdraw his special favor and protection., 

Q. Were the other tribes as negligent of their ad^antagea 
asJudah ? 

A Tiiey were more negligent than Judafa ; for while Ca- 
leb, Otbmel, and their valiant adherents were exerting them- 
selves for the benefit of thejr country, the other tribes diso- 
beyed the divine conanaand, of utterly destroying God's en- 
emies ; and contented themselves with rendermg them tri- 
butary. 

Q. Did not this conduct' bring a reproof upon Israel ? 

A. Yes, the angel of the covenant, the great I AM, who 
appeared to Moses in the bush, and to Joshua near Jericho^ 
appeared to the people first at Gilgal, ilnd afterw.<rd at Shilol^ 
^vhere they were assembled to worship, and reproved them 
for not obeying his commands^ reminding them of the cove- 
nant which he had made with their fathers : that on condi- 
tion that they made no league with the inhabitants of the 
land, but broke down their altars, destroyed their idols, and 
the idolatrous inhabitants, he would never forsake them. — 
But as they had not obeyed hi» voice, the surviving inhabi- 
tants should remain as a snare and a scourge unto Israel. 

% What eflfect did this heavenly vision produce upon the 
people? V r. , 

A. They shewed signs of deep hamiliation ; and the place 
was called Bochim, from the Wtter weeping of the Israelites. 
Their subsequent history shews their sorrow to have been 
tenaporary.. The Lord, whp foresaw tfce future conduct of Is- 
rael,had left several oations to prove and try his people, whiA 
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would otherwise have been delivered into the iiancb of 
Joshua. 

^ How loDg did God's tboseo people continue to serve 
him ? 

A. Till the whole of that generation waft dead, which had 
been .educated by Moses in the desert, and had been witnes* 
sea of the weoderfut works of God. The next generation 
were so imprudent as to intermarry with the families of the 
Canaanites, which were left in the land. These connexions 
drew them from the worship of the true God, and introduced 
.much wickedness into the country. 

Q. Why did not the High Priest, and the other officers of 
government, prevent such express violation of the law ? 

A. As the people had forsaken God, so God gave them up 
to all the misery attendant on anarchy.*^ Their officers of 
justice, (if they had anyO neglected their duty. And by 
their disunion and want of government, they became an easy 
prev to their- enemies. Nor was this Uie only affliction oe-* 
casioned by the want of wise and just rulera. The citizens 
beearae indolent and vicidus. 

Q. What particular sins arose in consequence of their de- 
parture from the laws and ordinances of God ? 

p/l» During this period of confusion and anarchy, a wealthy 
man of mount Epliraim, named Micah, stole eleven hundrea 
shekels of silver from his mother. This woman in the bit- 
terness of heart, openly imprecated the divine venj^eance on 
the thief, if he did not restore her treasure^ declarmg it was 
devoted to Godt by.a solemn vow, for the benefit of her son. 
This heavy curse of his mother's affrighted Micah ; he ac- 
Icnpwledged the t^eft, and restored the money ; and by that 
means procured his mother's blessing, and two hundred shek- 
els of silver to make a molten.and a graven image : which 
were placed in Micah's house. He consecrated his son to 
be a priest ; but afterw^ards this office was transferred to an 
indigent young ]Lievite, who appears to have been a man 
. of bad character, and a roviii^ disposition ; otherwise, though 
the times- were bad, he would not have been so poor. 

^ Q. Did Mica^i intend to4eave the worship of God entirely? 

A* It does not appear that he did ; but through ignorance 

lie ipiagiQed that he shotQld gain the favour of Heaven, by 

*Jtmpbu8 ajfirms thai i^ tvere tto intent up&n iwaretuing 
. ikeir wwUh thai tJuy ntgMed ta chwae ^udr. ordinary anfigia- 



d by Google 



HISTORY. %» ^ 

setting up a ho«i3% of idol gods^ and keeping a Levite m hxn - 
priest. Thus was idolati'y first established in Israel^ by meami. 
o£ Micah und his mother. 

Q. Did not the judges punish this defection ? 

A. Probably there was no judge at that time, or if there 
were Ue did not posaesft sufficient authoiity, for every ♦'nw- 
mky was prefeced with, ** In those days there was no king in. 
Israel, but every inan did that which was right in his own eyes.'-' 

>Q. What became erf Micah's images ? 

A, About this time the tribe of Dan being straitened for 
room, not having conquered the whole of their inheritance, 
sent men to examine the city of Laish, intending to take 
possession of it. These spies passed tfie house of Micah, 
and seeing the Levite whom they linew, and learning froitt 
him, that he had become a priest, desired him to ask coun- 
sel of God respecting the success of their expedition. The 
Levite, who probably went through the fwra of consultation, 
answered aecording to their inclinatk)ns, which being verified 
by the e-ireot, mtsed the reputation of the oracle, and sanction- 
ed the idolatry. These spies, eneouiaged by the Levite, went 
immediately to Laish, a town of considerable importance 
which lay in the north part of Canaan, but within the bounda- 
lU^s of the promised land. The people of Laish inhabited a fer- 
tile country/ and hating remained so long unmolested, they 
despised the Hebrews, and lived in the most sopite care- 
lessness, without either magistrate, soldiery er other means 
of defence. The spies having taken a survey of the place, 
hastened back to their employers and gave an accurate ac- 
count of its wealth and defeneeless situation. The Danites 
immediately prepared to possess themselves of Laish ; but 
hearing of Micah's images, they stopped at his house and 
forcibly deprived him of them, persuaded the Levite to ac- 
company them, and become a priest to their new settlement. 

Q. How did Micah support the loss of his gods ? 

.Ji, Micah, though ignorant and immoral, yet valued his 
gods as his chief treasure ; for he believed his religion would 
be accepted, and that on account of it, " the Lord could do 
him good.'* He therefore pursued after the Danites, with as 
piany men as he could collect together ; and reproached them 
with having robbed him of aH he valued on earth ; but the 
only answer he reeeived was, that his outcries might proba- 
bly cost him his life, and therefore it would be advisable for 
him to return home peaceably. Micah finding that persua- 
■ sioa bad no effect, and that his followers were not suiUcient 
to enfQrce justifies was ^^Uged ta submit to his grieTOUS loss. 
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^. Were the Danites suceessfu) in their etiterprizc ? 

Jl, They were ; and thh enterprize shews the supinenead 
of the Israelites, who had su long neglected to conquer the 
country God had given them ; for it was conducted by on- 
ly six hundred men, encumbered with their families ; yet 
they destroyed the city of Laish, and built one which they 
called Dan, upon its ruins. In this city they placed the idols 
they had stcileti, and tiie Levite, whose Dame was Jonathan, 
became their priest As Dan lay on the northern extremity 
of panaan, none of the judges had sulficient power to de- 
stroy their idokitry, whidt continued the whole time the 
house of God was at Sbiloh. 

Q. What other enormities do we read of, while there was 
no ruler in Israel ? 

A, The history of one family is sometitues the hjistory of 
a whole nation. WJiere vice pervades private families it itr 
melancholy ; when the government is corrupt it is more 
(distressing ; but when the priesthood degenerates into hire- 
lings for idols, it is the abyss of wretcheuness, and the pre- 
lude to swift destruction ; for when both the people and priest 
have forsaken the tme worship of God, they cannot deter- 
mine where the downward course will endi We accordingly 
find under .nearly the same date the laws of marriage bro- 
ken ; the most flagrant breach of hospitality committed, 
with murder ! murder attended by circumstances which 
chill the blood with horror. These atrocious acts were not 
committed by one person in the height of passion, or re- 
sentment, but by numbers ; and these violators of the peace 
of society and the laws of humanity and religion, protected 
not only by^eirown city, but by a powerful tribe. 
^ Q. Which tribe had become so degenerate as to coun- 
tenance such acts of cruelty and baseness ? 

^. The tribe of Benjamin (which was justly compared to 
a wolf by the dying patriarch.) The other tribes united to 
revenge the wrongs of the injured husband, who was a Lc- 
vite, and whose wife had been most inhumanly murdered. 

Q. What method did the Levite take to acc[uaint the sev-^ 
cral tribes of the shocking murder of his wife ? 

Ji. He cut her d«a^ body in pieces, and sent a piece to 
each tribe. 

Q.. Was it not a very inhuman action, thus to mangle the 
corpse of that unhappy woman ? 

A. It had that appearance, but was intended to excite a 
more general attention^ and a keener resentment against so 
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horrihie a crime, which called for as tremendons a puoish- 
ment. 

Q. Did it produce the desired effect ? 

^. Yes, it roused the whole congregation of Israel as one 
man. . They were gathered at MizjK^h, about 400,000 men of 
war, with the leaders of each tribe, except thatof Benjamin^ 
which beiii^sumn.umed, not only refused to appear in the as- 
sembly, but was offended at the interference of their brethren. 

Of. What took place at the assemhly of Mizpeh ? 
>*2. After hearing the Levite relate his melancholy story, 
iXui Israeiices took a solemn vow not to return to their awn 
>iMjuies Hik tbef hadpuDisbed the enormous wickedness eotn- 
-mitted at Gibeah. Tbey setit messengers to demand tbe men 
who had b^eii guilty of such abominable eriraea, that they 
anight put them to death. The Benjamites not onijr refused to 
deiiver up the criminals to justice, but too^arinsin their de* 
fence. 

Q. What was the success of the first battle ? 

'A, The Israetit«s were defeated before the wftlls of Gtb- 
.Cttb, and lost ££00 men. 

^. Why did God permit the Israelites to be defeated in so 
£Ood a cause ? 

•^. Their eagerness to punish .abomination in Israel was 
proper. But ihey should first have consulted God upon thc^ 
occasion. They were forbidden to levy war upon their 
brethren for any crime but idolatry; yet they suffered.an idol 
to be established in the citf of Dan.' This offence,^^ tho* lees 
destructive of the peace of society, than the abetmination 
CHUDmitted at Gibeah, struck, directly at the heart of religion , 
and honour of God. The Israehtes ought to have begun 
with personal and national repentance and reformation, with 
solemn sacrifices and earnest supplications for divine assist- 
ance. This was required in other wars ; how much more m 
'.Rueh a war as this ? Not attending to these previous duties ; 
going forth to battle under the guilt of their own sins ; con- 
fiding in IhoVr numbers and the goodness of -their cause ; they 
met at first with severe rebukes. 

^. What effect did tbe loss of so many men have on the 
minds of the Israelites ? 

^. They were greatly afilicted, and began to porceive 
they had acted wrong in not consulting God, whether they 
should make war upon their brelhrCd> They now tliereforii- 
enquired, whether they should go again^ to battle against Gib- 
eah, and received a command to go. But as they were uot 
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sufficiently humbled, they were again defeated and lost 1800 
men. The number sJam tn ihcse two encounters amoun- 
ted to many more thun aH the arujy of Benjamin. 

Q. Were not the Israelites discouraged at this second defeat? 

A, No, it humbled and brought them to a proper depend- 
ence on God. The Benjamites elated witii their success, ' 
swollen with insolence and pride, were rrpe for destruction. 
Accordingly the next day they were defeated ; the city of 
dibeah burnt to the ground ; the whole tribe of Bcnjuuiin, 
women and children, slain, exc^^pt 600 men who iled to tho 
rock of Rimmon (which appears to have been a strong for- 
trefli in the wilderness) ; where they concealed themselves 
Ibar months. All the cities which lay in the way of the en- 
raged conquerors were burnt. 

^. Were not the Israelites greatly to blame in destroying 
the innocent women and children ? 

A* They were, and when their anser began to subside, 
ihey bewailed the consequences of theu* victory, and appear 
to hav^ kept a day of foisting and prayer upon the occasion. 
The Lord had commanded that children should not be put 
to death for the paitent^s crimes ; except among Jhe devo* 
ted Canaanites who were wholly gi% en up to idolatry, men, 
women and children. Bii^t the caseof Benjamin was very dif- 
ferent; and the Israelites bitterly lameoted,ihat indiscriminate 
slaughter which bad blotted out the name of one of the cho- 
sen tribes. 

Q. What method did they t^e to restore the tribe of 
Benjamin ^ 

A. They sent to invite them to return peaceably to their 
habitations. The resentment of the conquerors Was ap- 
peased ; but they knew not how to furnish their surviving 
brethren with wives ; as in the heat of ther indignation against 
the tribe of Benjamin, for defending the brutalinhabitants of 
Gibeah, they had bound themselves by a heavy curse, that 
none of them should give his daughter for a wife to any Ben- 
Jamite. After some consideration they adopted the fol- 
lowing expedient ; they enquired who among ail the tribes of 
Israel came not up to Mizpeh, when summoned to revenjje 
the Levitf's wrongs,and found that the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
Gilead, a city which lay at a great distance beyond Jordan, 
had not been presi'nt at the assembly, or assistant in the war. 
And as thny had taken a solemn oath to punish such delin* 
ifuents with death, they sent a detachtnent to Jabesh-Giiead 
with orders to destroy all the inhabitants of the city except 
the unmarried women of good character, which they ^ave 
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to the Beojan)ite» for wives, B»it as those were not suffi- 
cient, the Etdersof Israel permittpd the remainder to take 
til t; rose! ves wives from among the young ivomi^n who per* 
formed saciud dances at a feast held at Sbiloh. 

Q. Were these practices, alio wed of by the virtuous part 
of the community r 

A» Undoubtedly Ihey wore not observed, and we are not 
to look for right actions in the Israelites at this stage of their 
history* Pbineas the high priest was yet hvin^, a*id by his 
nge, s»d the sanctity of his character, deserved to be held in 
high estimation ; yet we do not hear of his heing consuited 
upon this occasion ; and in the late civil war his counsel was 
only asked officially, when tl)e^ proposed queRtioos for him, 
to enquire of the Lord by Urini and Thamniim. If the men 
of Jabesh-Gilead received the summons, and refused to 
obey the cad of their country, they were proper subjects of 
chastisement, but this did not warrant their brethren to de- 
vote tbera to utter destruction. The Israelites appear to 
have taken upon them the high prerogative of military exe- 
cutions, which belongs only to God. The permiission given 
to the Benjamites at Shiloh, was not only an evasion of the 
vow made so solemnly ; but it licensed fraud, violence, and 
the marriage of children without the consent of their pa- 
rents : and shews that what rulers they had in Israel were 
weak, as welt as corrupt men, and that the nation was in eve- 
ry respect rushing to destruction. 

Q. How fodg after this period did they continue a fres 
people P 

A* But a few years ; to their other vices they added the 
sin of idolatry. The exnmple of the Danites appears tP 
have been generally followed. To chastise them for their 
apostacy, God raised up a distant enemy. This prince whose 
panae was Chusan-Rishath:<im, and who reigned beyond the 
fiver Euphrates at Mesopotamia, kept them in subjection 
eight years. The people who had forgotten God in prosper- 
ity, remembered io Ineir disfress his wonderful works and 
began to supplicate his mercy. 

Q^ Did God listen tpthtii- supplications ? 

J\. Beini^rich in mercy he was pleased to. send them a de* 
liverer ; Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, 
who freed them from the yoke of Chushan after t|iey had 
served him eight years. There appears to have l>een a 
great reforoKktion in religion and manners during OthnielV 
administration ; and the Hebrews were blessed with forty 
^ears of prosperity and peace... 
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Q. Did the Israelites relapse into idolatry after they had 
ifvitiiessed the misery it occasioned ? 

A, After the death of Othniel they again forsook th« 
worship of the true God, and became more vile than before ; 
U'hich of course produced a mure heavy chHStisement. 

Q. Who was their next oppressor ? 

A, Eglon king of Moab ; [B. C. 1325 ; A. M. 2679 ;] to 
whom the Lord granted power and prosperity, that he mij^hl} 
be his instrument in punishing an ungrateful and rebeUious 
nation. 

Q. How long did Eglon opjyess the Israelites ? 

,/?. He ruled over them eighteen years. At length their 
stubborn tempers were subdued by adversity ; aftd they cri- 
ed unto the Lord, who sent them relief by tlie baud of 
Ehud a Bcnjaraite. 

Q, How long did Ehud procure their emancipation from 
servitude ? 

A, He was sent with a present to the king of Moah, and 
pretending to have a secret message to deliver, he took thjit 
opportunity of freeing his unhappy country from bondage^ 
by murdering the tyrant. 

Q, Was this conduct approved of ? 

A. Ehud's conduct cannot l>«» mad« a precedent, or author- 
ize the assassination of kini^s, let them be ever so tyrannical, 
unless a man were called to act by the evident command of 
God, as Ehud probably was. 

Q. Did the murder of Eglon, free Israel from the bondage 
of Moab ? 

-A. Ehud gathered a Taliatit army from mount Ephraim, 
and took possession of the fords of Jordan, l)e fore the Moabites 
discovered their king was dead. Being, by this well-timed 
precauti6n, cut off from all interco^urse with their country- 
men, th* Moabites were easily destroyed ; and the Israel- 
ites had rest from war eighty years, counting from the death 
of Othniel. 

<?. Who was the next deliverer of his country ? 

A. Shamjirar, who was probably employed in agriculture, 
when the PhtKstines invaded the land, and being animated 
and strengthened by the spirit of God, slew six hundred of 
the enemy with an ox-gofid. Shamgar was also a judge, 
but how long his jurisdiction lasted we are not inlbi^ed, 

Q« Did not these repeated m^rdes and judgments secure 
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the flckk Israelites from rebeiyog against their God and 
King? 

A. While they trembled at his judgments, they sought 
him earlj', but no sooner was the rod removed, than they for- 
got their God, and turned again to their idols. Israel had en- 
joyed a blessed repose of fourscore years, and were again 
corrupted by ease and prosperity. If we are to judge of 
the atrocity of their national guilt at this time, from the se- 
Terity of the punisment, the length of its duration, and the 
i^iolence of their oppressor, we must conclude it to have 
been uncommonly grievous : for the Liord subjected thenkto 
Jabin king of Canaan ; part of whose formidable host con- 
sisted of «00 chariots of iron ; and for twenty years be 
mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

Q. How could Jabio be king of Caoaao when the Israel- 
ites had conquered the country ? p 

A. Jabin king of Haaor reigned In the north part of Ca- 
naan : he formed one of the ereat confederacy against Joshua, 
by whom be was slain and bis city burnt. But it seems 
that the Canaanites rebuilt the city, and another Jabin, prob- 
ably a descendant of the former, reigned there with great 
power. The remainder of the Canaanites resorted to hi* 
xirmy, which was commanded by an able officer called Sisera, 
in whom Jabin placed great confidence. The place Siser« 
chose for his residence was called Herosbeth of the Gentiles, 
** or nations," to signify that the strength of the nations was 
gathered to that place. And such was the power of this for- 
midable army, that hope seemed quite extinguished in Is- 
rael. In the course of twenty years oppression, not one man 
appeared awakened to such a sense of his country's wrongs^ 
«s to in<«pire him with sufficient spirit to hazard hw life in re- 
moving or avenging them. 

Q. To whom did the Israelites go for cooosel in this dark 
period? 

A, The sacred flame of public spillt, smothered in each 
manly breast, dowed in a female bosom ; and the tribunal 
of judgment, deserted by masculine virtue and ability, was 
honorably filled by feminine discernment, patriotism and 
zeal. The cause of the cburcl^ of God is never to be des- 
paired of. Its emblem is '^ the bush burning Iwt not con- 
sumed." Its motto " cast down but not destfoyed." 

Q. Who was this woman that judged Israel at this calam- 
itous period ? 

A* Deborah a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth. Hitherto 
we have only seen holy men of God, speakipg by the inspira- 
C 
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lion of the Holy Ghost But the great Jehovah is no respec- 
ter of pepsoos or sexes. *' The secret of the Lord is with 
tliem that fear him,and he sheweth unto them his holy cove- 
nant.'' Deborah assumed no pa^t^antry of state ; she chose 
her simple dwelling beneath the shade of a palm tree ; and 
such was the purity and sacrcdness of her character, the af- 
fability of her manners, the impartiality of hertionduct, the 
importance of her public services, the eminence and exten- 
sive utility of her talents and her virtues, that all Israel Sought 
unto her for judgment Her rule was the Law and Tesli- 
iDony of the living God. Insj ii-ed with the spirit of the. Al- 
mighty, she made bis ^lory and the good of her country the 
sole motive of acting m a public rapacity, and received as 
her reward the tpslimony of a good conscience, and the re- 
spect of a grateful natron. 

Q, Did Dphorah make any exertions to free her country 
from the yoke of bondage ? 

J}. When she found the people beginninjc to wake from 
the lethargic state into which sin and the g:>iling yoke of fpr- 
eign despotism had sunk them, she engngcd in the noble and 
generous entcrprize of emancipating her bleeding country 
from their inglorious chains, Biit though Deborah acted as 
: sole judge in time of peace, she did not choose to assume 
^the command in a military expedition, but with the approba- 
' tion of Heaven, called upon Barak the son of Abinoam to 
confKmaod the army. 
^. Did BaraJc accept the commisMon ? 
^. Such was the general despondency which prevailed at 
that period, or such the confidence reposed in Deborah, that 
.'BarakTefqsed to lead the forces of his country, except Deb- 
orah consented to be his companion and directress in. the 
lield of battle^ To this proposal Deborah assented, and 
cheerfully prepared to accompany the captain of the;Lord.'s 
host to " the valley of Decision." 

Q. Was It consistent with feminine delicacy and prppriely 
"for Deborah to become a leader m aj-ms ? 

^. Courage has bean considered an attrilnite.-peeu!- 
-iar to<men, but there are situations in which that manly vir- 
..tue. may'be adopted into the female character, not only w:ith- 
out givin^olTence; but so as to 'win the highest approbatmn. 
Deborah would not have become a leader in arms, could 
6he have avoided it with propriety. But when. her country, 
demanded her services, she hesitated not throuo;h weakness 
of fear to animate the timid -warriors of Israef by ' her Cour- 
age, andaid'thetn by h«r counsel. ^ Deborah by the sph-if of 
prophecy informed Barak that the glory he shoukl obtaia 
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over the Tanquiuhed enemy, would suffer conBiderable dimi- 
tjation, not only by her parlicipat'rng of if, but that Provi- 
dence had decreed that Sisera should not meet with ao hon- 
orable death in the field of battle, but should fall ignomiDious- 
]y by the hand of a woman. [B. C. 1285.] 

Q. What number of forces had Barak and Deborah, t(> 
encounter the powerful host of Sisera ? 
. w3. Only ten thousand men, drawn chiefJy from t"wo of the 
smaller tribes, Zcbulon and NaphtaU; anc| these f[>rce» illy 
urmed, as we learn from Deborah's song of praise : ^^ was 
there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand?^ It is pro- 
bable that but few of Barak's soldiers were proTided with 
shields and spears, but armed with bows,.sltngs» ox-goads, and* 
other instruments of husbandry. After the hatUe began they 
, arn^ed themselves by seizing those of their fallen enemies. 
Q. What circumstan^s of the battle cap you relate ? 
Jt^ Barak feeling the inferiority of hi^ fonxea, took posses,* 
sionof mount Tabor, meaning to act only on the dei^Qsiv«,. 
till Providence should point out an opportunity of atta£king^ 
the enemy to advantage. The inipetupsity of| $iseni sQqn 
presented such an opportunity. Enraged that an enemy 
Hvhich he thought broken by calamity and long oppression, 
should take arms against their lordly misters, Sisera collected' 
the whole of his vast strength, determined to crush the puny 
insurrection at one blow. Such was the expectation of' Ja- 
bin's captain ; but the great Jehovah had determined oth^r* 
^ise. And the inspired prophetess assured Barak that the 
dey was come, when God would deliver Sisera and his army 
iqto the hand of Isra/el. Barak, thus encouraged^ ventured 
down into the plain, where the iron chariots had the greatest 
advantage ; and thus the victory became the more illustrious. 
Aided by Israel's God '* one chased a thousand^ and. two put 
ten thousand to flight." 

Q, Was there any miraculous interposition in favour pC 
the Israelites ? 

Ji. Deborah when celebrating her victory, expresses as 
much : " They fought from Heaven, the stars Jn their cour- 
ses, fought against Sisera." Some suppose that by the stars, 
the angels of God are designated. Josephus affirn&s, that an 
extraordinary shower of rain and hail blinded the eyes of the 
Oanaanites, and drove back their darts upon their own heads. 
The river Kishon swelled probaWy by the recent tempest, 
swept away the fugitives who endeavored to escape over its 
waters for safety. The expedition wastundoubtedty conduct <» 
ed by the special agency of God. But the narration on the 
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•Bcrecl pRge h too. general and concise, for U9 to pronouncc^^ 
where human valour ended and wb^re the interposttiqep of 
Heaven began. Tho victory however was complete ; the 
eemmander in chief, wh/> a. short time before had ninehun- 
dred chariots of iron at his disposal, was constrained to con- 
m\l Ins safvity by Aight. 

O. Where did Sisera flee for concealment ? 

A, Seeing ^is army destroyed, and himself in danger ol^ 
falling into the hands of triumphant Israel, he alighted from 
his cliariot and fled on fdot to the house of Heber the Kenite, 
a descendant from Hobab, the son of Je thro, Moses' father-in- 
law. The other Kenites dwelt on the borders of the wilder- 
ness pertaining to Judah ; but Heber had removed with his 
family to the northern part of thecouiUry, where be dwelt 
ha tents, andibund convenient pasturage for his floi^ks. He- 
ber found means of preservine peace between his family kn^ 
JabinV. In confidence of this, Sisera sought protection 
from Jael the wife of Heber, who it seems inhabited a sepa- 
tSLte tent from he^r husband. 

Q. And did he find that protection which he sought ? 

Jt, Jael, the wife of Heber, received Sisera with every 
mark of humanity and respect, due to a great man and a 
friend in distress. She gave htm milk to assuage his thirst ; 
she covered him with her own hands, that he might gain re- 
pose after the fatigues of the day. When through wearinessi 
and fatigue he had sunk into a profound sleep» Jael availed 
herself of his defenceless situation ; seizing a hammer and 
one of the nails or pins used in stretching oilt the tent, she 
transfi&ed the unhappy sleeper as he lay, and with redoubled 
blows fastened his bleeding temples to the ground. Such 
was the inglorious end of a man, on whem that morning'% 
sun had risen with a smiling aspect, who but a few hours be^ 
fore was in po8ses54on of all that sovereign power could be- 
stow, or flattering hopes could promise. ' 

Q. What reflections can you make on the conduct of Jael? 

A. JaePs conduct taken simply in itself, is a horrid com - 
pVit^ation of a!!* that is base and detestable in human nature. 
But as her conduct is celebrated la the song of Deborah, we 
have reason to believe that there were circumstances, which 
compelled her to commit the murder, which if the Spirit of 
God had not seen fit to reveal, would have lessened the guilt 
and perhaps entirely removed the odium of treacliery ami 
murder. God has but to disclose a few particulars which 
are hid from our eyes, and then, what now appears incxplipa- 
l^e, would become clear to thu meanest capacity. It is u 
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ttiark of respect to superior wisdom and Yirtue, not afwa^^ 
to require an explanation, but to repose implicit trust tft 
knmvn goodness and integrit^r. And sIihII w« withhold &em 
our Maker that decent respeet, which we so cheerfully pay 
to a falUbie, inrperfect fellow-creature ? Shalt we refuse to 
believe the word Of the God of truth ; shall we think it too 
moch'if in some cases he exacts belief, without rouchsaftng 
to assign a reason ? Every instrument God employs must 
necessarily partake of imperfections; but it foHo^vs not that 
he i^ pleased" witl> imperfcctian.r 

Q, But are there naeircumstancea revealed which palliate 
the guilt of Jael ? , 

A, The most satisfactory apology is mentioned in the song 
of Dehurah, where the mother of Sisera looked out of the 
window and chid his delaying, chariot " Her wise ladies 
** answered, yea she returned answer to herself, have they 
'** not sped, have they not divided the spoil to every man « 
^ ddmsei or two ? to Sisera a prey of divers coloiirs' of nee* 
" die work," &&c. When we see the matrons of Canaan an- 
ticipating the fruits of victory, prematurely enjoying the tri- 
umph of the subjection of the Israelitish damsels to their 
ovin pride, and the brutal pleasure of their warriors, we 
feel that both Jael and Deborah, were animated with an holy 
indignation against the violators of their sex^s honour and vtr» 
tue, which induced the one to hazard her life in destroying 
the inhuman tyrant, and the other to bless that hand whica 
had cutoff the enemy of God and her country. Our pity 
for the fallen warrior and his untimely fate, must of course 
abate, wlien i|e consider that a righteous Providence, by 
whatever means, stopped his career, which threatened the 
life, the virtue, the happiness Of thonsands. It shews us; also 
^the extent of that misery to which Israel was subjected, 
when common humanity was banishe'd from the hearts of 
their haughty oppressors ; and even the women gloried in 
those crimes of which humanity shudders to think. This 
too- of course diminishes our concern for the cruel disap- 
pointoient of Sisera's mother, who still with vain expecta- 
; tion looked for that chariot whicb the ancient river Kisbon 
had swept down its stream.- 

Q. You have made frequent mention or the song of Deb* 
orah, will you give me a more full account of it ? 

A After the signal victory gained by Deborah and Bank 
over the enemies of their God and country, before she gave 
herself time to repose, Deborah composed an hymn of 
l^raise to celebrate that gk>rious day» which the arm of OmnK 
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^potenreWd dietingulshed by wontiers of mere j. The tosgue 
of Deborah like toe pen of a ready writer dictated the sol- 
emn anthem, in wliich she was joined by Barak andathe 
whole army. To some it is given to perform actions worthy 
of being recorded^ to others the gift of recording those ac- 
tions tn writioffs worthy of being read. On a favoured few, 
lias been cotiferred the combined p;lory of acting nobly, and 
writing well. On the list of these illustrious few, stands with 
•distinguished honour the name of Deborah. Her poem 
which must be read with admiration, so long as good taste 
and the love of virtue inhabit the earth, is the most ancient 
that exists, except those written by ^ftloses. It was written 
four hundred and ten years before those of Homer, the great 
father of heathen poesy. 

Q. Will you point out some of the most striking beauties 
of this ancient poem ? 

^ The voluntary actions of the people, in offering themr 
telves to fight their own battles, are with singular beauty as- 
cribed to the wisdom and goodness of God, who has the 
hearts of all in hie hand. He who can save by miradest 
-ehooses to save by means. Having proposed her subject she 
called on the. princes of the earth to listen, while she de- 
scribed the greatness of Jehovah, before whom the earth 
trembled,, and the mountains melted. She next called the 
attention of her people to the unhappy situation from which 
they had been rescued, in which she draws a moving picture 
of the wretched state of her country. (See Judges v. 6.) — 
The highways were unoccupied ; a traveller walked through 
^y-ways. ^*The iahabitapts of the villages ceased, they 
ceased in Israel.^ 

'Q, What liistortcal information do these ^figures convey ? 

w3. From the days of Shamgar, who is supposed to have 
lived at the close of the 80 years prosperity, to the days of 
Jael, the land Was so infested with enemies, that none could 
travel in safety on the highways ; all intercourse between 
distant cities was interrupted, except what was carried on by 
stealth, throueh secret paths. The villages a4so were deser- 
ted, arid the fields le^ uncultivated; whilst the inhabitants •^ 
sought a refuge iii the fenced cities, where they were in dan- 
ger of .perishing by famine, until I)eboj?ah arose a mother 
aud prophet ess inlsrael. ^ 

Q. Whattwati the meaolog of Deborah, when. she sj^s, 
^ Speak ye that ride on whiteiasses, ye that sit in judgments, 
H and* walk by the ways'? 

jfi-Bhe addressed the^etvii judps wid.goveroora of the 
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laodi It seems tliat riding upon white ASses was a distinc- 
tioD appropriated to magistrates, which was not on account 
of aheir poverty, but of their simplicity : they bad not yet 
learned to imitate their heathen neighbours, in multiplying 
horses and chariots. Deborah calls on them to rejoice mih 
hcr/tliat they could now travel in safety and administer jus- 
tice ; for the "highways were no longer occupied by a law- 
Jess banditti. The hvt'j and property of Israel were no lon- 
ger at the disposal of a foreign aespot, but they might now 
place their throne of judgment in the gates, for there wa» 
none left to put them in fear. 

Q. Whom did Deborah next address ? 

A, The shepherds of the lately oppressed country. The 
people could not go out of the gates of the cities to draw wa- 
ter without being exposed to theferrowsof the enemy. Tlie 
shepherds are represented as trembling at the sound of their 
own feet among the pebbles of the btook, lest they should 
be heard by their rapacious foes. The prophetess of Israel 
calls upon them to rehearse the righteaus acts of the Liord, 
to the. inhabitants of the villages, tsvery time they drew wa- 
ter in safety. The divinely inspired poetess having called 00 - 
magistrates and peoj>le to swell the choir of praise, next ad- 
dresses her own sou! to. shake off its drowsiness and unite ia 
the general chorus. Then, turuiog to her companion in vie* 
tory, she excites him to excel in praise, as he had excelled 
ii> courage and counsel. 

Q. Did not Deborah point cmtthe situation of the several 
tribes in her poem ? 

•/?. The tribe most distinguished in Deborah^s poem was 
^ that of Ephraim. To the exertions of this branch of Jo- 
' seph^s family, in coi^unction with those of Zebulun and 
Naphtaii, the victory over the Canaanites was chiefly ob- 
tained. A severe censure is expressed of the two tribes and 
UQ half, beyond the river. They are represented as totally 
lost to public spirit Jordan being a defence ta them from 
the Canaanites, they turned a deaf ear to the cries of their 
distressed brethren, satisfied that their flocks could feed in 
safety. The same spirit of sejfiahoess is represented as per- 
yadilig'the lrl|i>es who iahabjted the sea coast, D,an and Ash- 
er ; wao aui)sisted by commerce, and, absarbed by the love 
/of gain, heeded not the misery of their country. The tribe 
of Heuben kept at a distance as disaffected to the common 
cause, which occasioned much uneasiness and resentment Id 
%h*i minds of their brethren. It is remarkable that the tribes 
of Judah and Simeon, are not mentioned as deserving cen- 
Sjore ori4iogi|ni^ndation ; ar^l tliis ,caanot l^e yr^^ll Recounted 
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for, unless the inhabitaDts of the south part of Canaan were- 
bo circumstanced, that it coutd not be expected that thej 
should help their brethren of the north. * 

Q. Why was a heavy curse pronounced on the city of Me- 
WJZ? . ' 

A. It is probable thattlkr cky 6f IVI«rox lay hear the field 
of battle, and the inhabitaots were more inexcusable in not 
affording their assistance, than those which lay more remote i. 
perhaps theirrefusat arose from a seerct favor borne the Ca- 
naanites. The Lord needed not tlieir assistance even against 
the mightiest of hi» enemi«S) but their conduct proved th«ir 
unt>elief and degeneracy. Deborah did not curse them f^om 

Personal resentment ; but the angel of the Lord com mand^dT 
er to curse them. Meroz y?aB at that time a Nourishing city> 
but, in consequence of the curse denounced upon it, became 
so obscure tliat its situation is at present unknown. 
• Q. Is any thing mor« recorded of Deborah after tfiis cele-' 
bration of victory ?' 

h^. Ai note is snbjoined tio her histoiTr,^ which shews that 
ber government was^ founded on the principles of sound rea- 
son and- I'eligious observance of God's law ; '^ for the Istnd 
bad rest forty years." 

Q. What Elation inffioted the nexst cl^afitisemeot upon I»r 
rael ?^ 

A. The Midianites were the instrument by which' 60^ 
punished them^ for again foKsakiog his laws,- after the death' 
of Deborahw 

Q. Was their punishment of teng contimianee ?' 

Jl. It lasted only seven years, but appfcars to have beei> 
very heavy ; for the Israelites made dens in the mountains;, 
and strong holds, to secure themselves from their enemies, 
who came rather in the form, of freebooters^ than as a re^ 
ular disciplined army.- 

Q. Were these Midianites of the same nation which Mo- 
ses nearly extirpated in the wilderness? 
^ A. They were. The remnant which- had escaped the 
sword of Moses, had now increased to a powerful force, 
and had fomJed an alliance with the Amalekites, to retaliate 
upon Israel all their sufTeriiTgs in former wars. The united 
fiirces of Amaiek and Mtdian overrun the country from 
thf^ir own bordi^rs, which lay on the nortii, to Gaza, which 
was near the Mediterranean sea on the west ; so that they 
desofatsd the whole land, and tlie Israelites had nothing re- 
nsainin^ of the fruita of the earth, or flocks^ or kenb* Be- 
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lag great! J distressed they cried unto the ILiord for deliv^r-^ 
abce. 

Q. Did God sfnd them'a deliverer upon their requmt? 

.!?• He first bom missioned a prophet to reprove them for 
their repeated pebelUoDS, and remiod them of the numerous, 
blessings bestowed on their nation. This prophet, it is pro b- 
able, went from city to city, and delivered bis message in the 
mp9t solemn manner, calling the people to repentance. His 
preaching appears to have had great effect, and prepared the 
way for the deliverance of Israel. 

Q. By whom did God deliver hi» people ? 

^. By the hand of Gideon, the son of Joash, pf the trifao' 
of Manassel?. [B. C U45 : A. M. Z7^.] The Lord ap- 
peared to him in the form of an &ng^l« Gideon was at 
that time beating out i^heat wilha stair, in a wine press, that 
be nkght conceal it from tho MidiatiHtes ; for such was tho 
distress of the people, that every method was emoioyed, to 
conceal a scanty portion of their harvest to keep taeir fami- ' 
licsf nwB perishing by hunger. 

Q. In what maoner did the an|^l of the covenant sbddrew 
Gideon? 

wl. H^ saluted hrm as &e deliverer of his people ; but Gid* 
eon, not knowitig it to b« the Lord, feeling the distress nf his. 
i&ountry, and having a humble opiiMon of his own merits,, 
ddfihted his assertion, and seemed to think the Lord bad utf 
terly cast off his people. The angel again assured hH» that 
the Lord would deliver Israel by his hand. Gideoo, per- 
living it was the angel of the Lord, felt his faith and cour- 
age revive, but that he might ascertain the identity of the 
august personage who addressed him, he entreated the an- 
gef to remain till he prepared an offenrjg, to which the angel 
consented. 

Q. What kind of offering did Gideon prepare ? 
J, A kid, with unleavened cakes, which might serve either 
for an hospiti^ble repast, or a sacred oblation. When the offer- 
iw' was prKStnted, the angel commanded Gideon to place i( 
uin)n a rock, after the manner of sacrifices. When Gideoo 
bnd done as he was commanded, the aoRel put forth his staff' 
which he held, and touched the flesh and the offering, which. 
\^'as instanlU- consumed by supernatural fire. The angel im- 
mediately disappearj'd ; and by this Gideon was perfecthr 
assured that it was God, and not m^n,whoh4d spoken to hufi.. 
Q. What effect did this assuvancc have on Gideori'S- 
]iiind ? 
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A. He was ovenvhelmed with a sense of hi* own iinwffr- 
tbiness, and felJ on his face expecllrig Vramediate dealh, bc- 
eause he had seen and conversed with God ; for it was a cur* 
rent opinion anEiong the IsraeRtes, that the vision of the Di- 
vine glory was fatal, and undouiitedly it is, exwpt as seen in 
Christ The sight of a created angel would 'not have thus 
terrified Gideon. 
^ Q. Bow were Gideon's fears renaoved ? 

^ The Lord graciously condescended to assure him (bat 
he should not die ; and Gideon erected an attar in commem- 
oration af the davioe goodness, which be called Jehovah* 
shidom. 

- Q; What were t&e fiist steps €Kdeott took in delivering bis 
eemtwy ?' 

A, He destroyed t;be altars of Baal. Fearing! the citiaefiS' 
of .Dphrah would oppose this meritorious work, if be ato 
leinpted' it by day, lie peribrmed it by night, with theassist* 
ance ef ontf: ten men>of liis father'^ household. Gideon and 
bistan feitb^Tu} asseoiates not only threvi^down the altar, bufir 
cut down the grove which surrounded it,^and ere^^A^an ai» 
tar foJE sacrifitie to the tord «pon the ^mfik lllao» whisjce 
Baars altar had stood. 

<^ Wft» net this 4K>Q(r«r3i to Qod'dr command? 

A Saerifleing wa» generally restricted to the altar at Sfel- 
loh^ but Qt>d at this time commanded a saerifice at Opbrah-^ 
as » protest a^inst the wors4)ip of Baa). And, though €^» 
eon WM not a priest* nor even a Levite, yet> acting by extt»- 
ordinary comiQission as a prophet, he erected the altar, and* 
offbred a bullock upon it to the Lordi which seems to have 
been prepared for the idol. 

Qe Were the citizens of Ophrah displeased with Gideon's 
conduct? 

A, They were, and assembled the next morning at the 
house of Joash, Gideon*s father^ and demanded that the of- 
fender should expiate his crime by death. Joash, though be 
had himself been guilty of idolatry, refused to deliver up^ 
his son, and convinced his acemers of the folly of worship- 
ping an idol, which could not defend its own cause. 

Q. What name did Joash j2;ive his son upon this occasion? 

A, That of Jerubhaal, which signifies, **let Baal plead a- 
gainst him, if he is ahle.** Some fra^rat nts of Pbenician his- 
tory evidently mention Gideon under the name of Jeromba- 
la«, and call him the priest of Jevo, probably from the sacri- 
fices he instituted to Jehovah. The same writer mentions 
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having received, so me books from him,i wbich^appear to have 
been the books of Moses. 

Q. What method did Gideon puraue to^ repress the inva- 
«iop3 of the enemy ? 

A* The Midianitesand Amalekites, havinj^ crossed Jordan 
on their anaual plundering excurjsion, Gideoa blew tlie 
trumpet of war, and all the men of Opixrah and Abiezer jaia* 
ed his standard. There seems to have been a very great 
reformation in Gideon's native city, ahd its vicinity, <«8 they 
ivere the first to arm in dt ferjce of their country, Gid«*qQ 
sent messengers to the tribes of Maoafist^h, Asher, Zebulpn 
and Naphtaii, which immediately obeyed itssummons. Not- 
» withstanding this re-inforcenient, Gideon w.as still diffident 
of success : to encourage liis own heartland the heartnof 
his soldiers, he entreated the Lord to give him a Rign,«a3 a 
sure testimony of his presence iifnd success in Uie approach- 
ing warfare. 

Q. What Was. the token Gideon requested ? , 
A. Tiiat a fleec« of wool, which- be would put in fbe Hoor, 
naight be wet with dew, tvhile the gmarid should be dry.— 
The Lord granted this.re<]uest, but as it is the nature of wool 
X.O imbibe moistnre from the air, Gideon w<ift not entirt^ly sat* 
isfied ; yet conscious of his unbelief, he asked for a reversal 
of the fiign, ^ith an humble petition, that God would not be 
aogry; '*l^ie Lord agam granted the request of his dout>fing 
servant^ for the next morning ihe 4eece was dry aqd the 
surrounding earth moistened with dew. 

Q. Were .Gideon's doubts removed by thisofiiracle ? 

A» They -ajipear -to have been dispel'ed for tbe .time, 
jfor early the next morning he marched \yi^hhis little band 
to meet the numerous host of tbe.Midij^nites. To convince 
the Israelites of their folly in evier^lrustingtoan arm ofilesb^ 
iCrod commanded Gideon to disband allthos^e who- were faint 
•hearted. The sight of the oumefrous soos of Midlim ,\i2^ 
fillnd many bosoms lyith-jterror^ so th^t :2^0 reUnqMiaijj^d 
. tb^ir coAintry's-cause. . . 

Q. Did not the loss of so many men dishearten thexre- 
.inainder ? 

A, It does not appear t^ iiave.had .thwt HQTect, on the. oon- 
.trary some 'remained, who pecmed to hgwehad toogreat 
eoiiMenee in their own fltren?;th .^nd valqur ; ,for tbe Lwfld 
\ who knew the hearts of his p^^ople, prone to exult jn ;t|i«ir 
vOvrn might, commanded Gideon to lead the raraainder^^o 
the river's side, where those who kaeJtdowo todrlok should 
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ISre rejected, and those who lapped the water from their 
hands should be received for the intended ex,peditlbo. The 
trial was made, and only three hundred remained with CStd- 
eon, by whojn God promised to deliver Israel. Probably 
•this small number were all tiue believers. 

^, What farther encouragenentdkl Gideon receive ? 

A* He was directed to go into the enemies camp, where 
he heard a soldier reiating a dream to his companion. A. 
♦ake of barley he saw in his nighlly vision &II against a tent 
of Midian and overthrow it. Thi« dream the SQldierjs filend 
interpreted to represent the small army of Gideon, whicb 
was destined to overthrow the combined forces of Midiaa 
and Amalek. This dream with the interpr«^tation dispelled 
all Gideon*s remaining doubts ; and he worshipped God, and 
returned to prepare his troops fur battle^ 

Q. What weapons did they make use of? 

A. They took each a trumpet, and an eaithen pitcher-con- 
taining a lamp, in their hands, and in the silence of night 
eurrouuded the enemies camp ^ standing at given distances 
that their number might appeal- the greater. Upon a signat 
given by their commanders they broke their pitchers, discor- 
4jred their lamps, ble^w their trumpets, and erred, the sword 
•of the Lord and of Gideon I 

Q. What effect did this stratagem produce ? 

A. The Midianites thus roused from sleep, by the blast of 
the trumpets, and the shouts of Gideon's army ; seeing their 
camp surrounded with lights, supposed themselves attacked 
on every side, and in their terror dew each other, instead of 
their opponents. 

^. Did tiie Israelites pursue after the enemy ? 

A. As soon as the Midianites began their %bt, Gideon 
«ent messengers to all the neighboring tribes to march in 
pursuit of the enemy. The tribe of Ephraim posted thein- 
eelves at thefosds of Jordan, and intercepted two Midiani- 
tish princes, Oreb andZeeb, whom they slew and brought 
their heads to Gideon. Z«ba and ZaJmuna, two other pnn- 
ces of Midian, escaped over the fords of Jordan with 15d 
men. 

Q, Were the Ephrairaites offended with Gideon for not 
mviting them earlier to join his standard. 

. :^- '^i'^y ^^?;® «"57' ®"*^ perhaps more zealous from lira 
being of the tribe of Manasseh, which, by birth claimed the 
precedency over that of Ephraim. Gideon, thoucb he acted 
exprewly by divme command, claimed no glory for himsetf 
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bot highly extolled the achieirements of the Ephralmites, 
who had tdken Oreb and Zeeb, at the same time, reminding 
them that the glory belonged neither to them nor him, but to 
the Lord^ The modesty and prudence of Gideon upon this 
occasioti', shew him to be a worthy successor of Moses and 
Joshua ; who, like him, had mifficient greatness of mind to 
treat the insolent with humility and the angry with contempt. 

Q. Was this the conclusion of the war f 

A. No : Gideon, with his three hundred men, pursued af- 
ter Zeba and Zaimunna beyond the Jordan. Being weary 
ftsd Ikint with long watching, fasting and fatigue, they applied 
to the inhabitants of Succoth for refreshment ; but the citi- 
zens of Succoth, seeing them deserted by the other Israel- 
ites, despised their small number, and would not afibrd them 
the least assistance, tauntingly enquiring if the princes, Zeba 
and Zalmunna, were in ms hand, that they should risque 
their displeasure by giving bread to his army. * Gideon defer- 
red Ivs indignation for the present, but acquainted the rulers 
of Succptb, that when the JLord had enabled him to destroy 
the kings of Midian, he would chastise them severely for 
their insolence ito him as ^e niter of Israel, and their disaf- 
fecUon to the cause of God. 

Q. Did Gideon obtain assistance from the inhabitants of 
Fennel? 

A, He made the same reauest to them that he had made 
to Succoth, and received a aenial equally insolent. ^txaiSn^ 
in the tower by which the city was secured, as they conceiv- 
ed, alike from the armies of Midian and Israel, the rulers 
set them both at defiance. Gideon informed them when, he 
returned in peace, he would break down the tower in which 
tiiey confided. ' 

i^ Did Gideon execute his threats ? 

A^ After defeating the remainder of the Midianites, he 
returned the same night, bringing Zeba and^ Zalmunna pris- 
oners, and took signal vengeance t>n the cities of Succoth 
andPenuel. 

Q. What becan^e of Zeba and Zalmunna ? 

4^« Gideon slew them, though they were his prisoners, to 
«Tenge the murder of J^s brethren whom these princes had 
slalq at Mount Tabor* 

% Had the Israelites peace nfter this signal victory ? 

Jf. Their enemies were so effectually weakened that they 
did not attempt to molest Israel during the life of OideOBi 
9vhP executed the office of judge forty years. 



nigitized by LjOOQ IC 



^. D;4l ooX Gi()pojii at first refuse to U^ mdd^ the ruler of 
Israel? 

*^. Thfi,pepp)|p» }n thf^ ftwt jpt^Qment^ of }q% m^ gfatitqidc, 
w^c^uUU^ye rn^de htpy ap ^^qIuI.^ gov(jr,aor, and conlinMnc}- 
the QfUce io 1^9 familj^ ; hu^. (j(i(|eQn refused to acct'pt the 
m^c^ of perp^t.UHt goveriio.r,, or the h<Qr<editarj successioa 
to lli^, children, Veipjiuding th^'m Go^ waa tbeir Uug ; yet a9 
the servant of J«'hovah, he was willing; io adjixiimsttr ji^stke 
and lead the armies of Israel. 

Q. Wltat faults are recorded of Gideon ? 

V?. He sullied the glorv. of hh warlike aehifveirientay ^r^ 
tamiabed hi^ relidous cW^cter, by coUp^ting all the goid^ 
ei|r-ringsthat hc^a been taj^en froija th^ enemy, wliich.^moo pl- 
ed to Itoq shekels oC gold, beaide rjch garments. With 
tlij3, treasure, be made an ephod^ wl^ich appears to have 
been a ricl^ garm^i^ti Hke that wor,a by the hiah. pi;ieali-7" 
Learned men. have supposed tbfttGi^eOn ii)aae a breast 
pl^te of jucign^ent, by xybkl^ to, enquire, of the l40i:d, an4 
th^ a regtilar place for saicri^ce was set qu s^t Orphah, V^^:h, 
beipg coi?l^ary to the law of. God, jp-ov/eqA^^jMre ipM^^ pjsQr 
pl^ ap4 vrtfip to Gideon •ai»4Vl^ house- 

Q. How can we reconcile this hceafih ol fiod^ huv io Gadr 
eo;^ lykh l^is character of a good man ? 

Ji, Gideon, like the rest of our imperfect race, was a wealr, 
ending mortal, and tl^ough, " through faith he put to flight th^ 
armies gi alji^n^,** yet he was liablp to mistake, and probably, 
•apposj^4t^iit',^%Gp^h3d camrna^ded him to o^piate o»p^ 
asa,priest, he might continue to dp^^o occasiop^lly, wlthai^t 
gojng wp to t}ie tabernacle ; but, whetbier this was the cafije, 
or wj.etfij5f th^ epbod tie made w^s i^er^ly a troj^by in m«fl9- 
ory of his victory, it is evident his conduct was Y^ipi^p^er.-^ 
This ephod proved a ne^ siource of idolatry to the Israejit^ 
Bnd prepared their minds for open r^beflion against €^od.'-*-- 
Upon Ibe death of Gideon they' forsocrk his worship entirely, 
and set up Baal, whom they t^orshipped under the name of 
fia^m^erith^'Or the Lord of'tbe ^o^enant 

ft. How were the people punished for this defection, R 

«i. The Lord manifested his displeasure by ^ying them ly 
to'th«ir own vrle*passiod6, to teftch them, thSit a depravci* 
people eotild be pmished without the aid of foreign eneiiiifs: 
Uideon had mbled the people bv the ephod whidh he' ma^ 
at Orphah, andas.lii§iatiiiiy had grle>:9usly oiiinded hy'joi^ 
WR;U?flWfi|vs§,f9ig§^J-tr^rA^l;^J6#y >W^i<>f <?<}j|fi^p,th|B;firtt 

Q. Wbatwere.tlu.B^ruiciyi£.GideimVfamiI)rS 
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A. Gideon throogb an absard custom jha^ multiplied wW«9y 
ftnd had thre«-«core and ten sons, ejLclusive of Abitnel^ch, 
who was thfe son of his concubiiie, ft is probable thatCvid- 
eoh negiected the felij^oif^ In^fuiftl^h of Itfs tfaifd^ir ^od 
I'Nat thtfy were ripe for'destrtcftiW*. Though fcf* hdd rtfufetd 
the proflTered kingdom for hii«sdff^d«dtis,ye't biS iambitious 
miotics, by calfmg htft son Ahittielech, conceived tihe idi^a 
trf his beirig one day a liing. Acfc^Mingiy mi the delitb of 
his father, tvilh the assfstance of his tbbther's brethren, hepre- 
V aHcd wit h the men of She chetn tb chddsc ivita king. They 
gave him mnney Vkkt of the leiiiphi 6f Kn^l-lreri^ to Mi's 
f^^dA t6 enforce his oevir fli|^ty. 9\S& first tne ^s itniplcAia 
tyrant nEiade of his power was to murder all his bretlrreti, ex- 
cept Jotham^ the youiigesl of QidBon^ «6«b, \ttab lo^nd. 
meaQ» to escape. 

Q. What mr^Kstntled of IFotliiite'? 

iA. Joithafn hseeikled itioiiat QemiiA) WHic&^lflkhi; ov«if t))te 
cky of Sheefaem^ and addrtbseft the BUKH ode^ 4blvev«reM- 
'8cfi[tfiledhelowto<Getebi1iteibec56r«DiitS«iief tiKeiriVftWirftig. 
He moat forcibly pointed out, -k^r :« p«rraMe^ ^Ae IbltV <Md 
wiokedfieis of their cenitiiet, wmskfmg tte 1n»eM of uM^- 
Of^i's aoM ^eii* kinfe^and murderiffg^ r^^L In diii^i^ble, 
vriuchytHi win fiodift j4Hk9ee,eliap.ii^.Tth, Uth, be <ltes«r1he^ 
tiK tvees as sdlioitiHg the <ollvey thefig aod the vine, to he- 
loenettbehrkine. Satli refused th'^oasft «way the peeiiKsir 
^««ceUeiicy with which it had beenendoived by God, to reigh 
:over the trees of the forest At length the bnmible beln^ 
invited to accept the prefR^i^ tidiieifr, refillied, ^H ye, ih 
truth, desire me for your king, tmtatf and put your trhst •un- 
•der my shadcrw ; if not, let me come out of tbtttbramiile^nd 




^erinz the sons of your late bene fee tar, who possessed ^alt- 
ties worthy to govern, had Israel occasion for a king, h^ 
who humbly and wisely declined the sulTrages ef Israel ; 
dnd if ye have done wisely in bestowing the regal dignity on 
Abimelech ; then reioice ye in your kin^ a«id may he rejoice 
in you : but if not, let fire from Abimelech devour the men 
of Shechem and the honse of Miflo ; and let fire fh>m fStk^ 
chem and the house of MiUo consUnie 'Abimelech. 

What became of Jbtham ? 

He fled to the city of Beer, wliich lay near Jerusalem 
and dwelt there, secure from his brother's power, whieh was 
of short duration, ae Jptham had foremen. A i^irit of dis* 
ftention arose among £be Shechemttes) and they made Gaal, 
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the son of a Canaftnitiah slav^, their feaier; who f^^etf 
boasted his descent from Ha^or the father pf Shechem. 

Q. Did Gaal succeed in destroyiDg Abimeiech ? 
A. He did not : Zebtil, the governor of the town, inforaaed 
Ahimelech x)if ati Gaal'i procAedings. Ahimelech mardaed 
against the city and took ity cut off Gaal with his follovr- 
ers, massacred the inhabitants of Shechem, razed the cUy 
to the ground and strewed it with salt Borne of the cfaj^f 
persons in Shechem took refuge in the temple of BaaNbe- 
rith^ hoping that Ahimelech would regard the sacredness of 
the place ; but Ahimelech regarded neither God or man. Ra 
reduced the idcrf fane to ashes, with all who had fled there 
for security. 

Q. What became of Ahimelech t 
^ , A. After tlie destruction of Shechem, he laid seige t» 
^Theber a city supposed to have been confederate with She- 
chem. Havmg taken the city, he thought to have destroyed 
by fire all the inhabttants^ who had taken refuge tn a atronir 
tower within the city, as he had done with those who had 
sought shelter In the temple af Baal ; but going too near the 
tew^r, he was. mortally wounckd by a piece of miUstoae 
from the hand of a woman : m a vain attempt to avoid tfie 
disgrace of such a death, he ordered his armour bearer to 
slay him, who obeyed his command. Thus Israel was freed 
from a vile murderer, usurper and tyrant, tn these bloody 
transactions we see the J4istiee of Uod in punishing both A- 
bimelech and tfaw Shechemites, and the application made 
by Jotham oif his parable wonderfully verified. 

Q. Who was the next Judge ? 

Ji, Tola, which name signifies a worm. If he assumed 
that name, in consequence of the humble opinion he enter- 
tained of bis own merits, he was the better fitted to be the 
Lord's instrument in doing good. It does not appear that 
be engaged in any war. Israel, under his wise and peaeefut 
administration, enjoyed a happy tranquility of 28 years. Tola 
was of the tribe of Issachar, but he fixed his residence at 
mount Ephraim, probably that he might be in Uie centre of 
Israel, and near the tabernacle. 

Q. Who judged Israel after the death of Tola ? 

•^. Jair,a Gileadite^ He had thirty sons who inherited some 
of the cities which fell to the lot of their ancestors, and assisted 
their father in the administration of justice, Riding on asses 
from place to place, in the humble manner of the ancient iudg;- 
e«. The Israelites under the government of Tola and the 
be.ginn'u)g of Jair*e administration^ probably had their happi- 
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est jears; but, dutiog tb£ lattei* {;tart of Jim^b goverrimei^^ 
the people hf^tuune ci9iTupt,.aad wIicq Juir could' jm» lopgef* 
restraia themfr«^»idolaU'y»Uewaii^M>tabl^ to^crfi^iid tfa«t£a 
from tkeir ebe»ie»^. 
^ Wb»t cm«ait>e< tekfldaimnfio over hrwk ait Ibift iSfmt ^ 
A. The FfeiKstHWS- atta^if^' therti on th« WiJstj and i\t4 
Am^mttt^s OH the ertst, so thd^the tv'hoh lanrf was sottely op- 
pm8«»d for IB years. 

^. How were the people delivered from their oppressive 
fitighboiifs ? 

Jl, Their calamities broaght them to a SBose of their guilt. 
They put away their strange gods and bumbled theiiiseJi'eB 
bi'fore the Lord, and he gave thepi a deliverer. [B. €• llJBt? : 
A.M. 2817.] 

Ql Who was tliis deliverer ? ^ 

•^f J«pthab,a GiIeaditc»ivho lia^ heen bf»u^he4 froD» hift 
Dative city, by his W«thr<»iu on accoHatiiC th«9 mfatny of hi» 
l^irtb* . Jepthab appears to k«ve.b«d» earl|r diMia^^ished for 
bis vulaur, and prubabt j ibis was (h6 ^ief «awh5 of his h^r 
V9& «»ned by biA bn^hren, and fiii#r^ by tb^ inhaMiaoi»a^ 
(Sle;id, who coa«urred io driving hi)0 from his country. 

Q. Where did Jepthah rewde ilHrli^ bla bamslraMBit ? 

•$^;He dwelt in a place es^ed Tob^ whcr^ a Dtttnber of 
men of broken fortunes and unsettled dispositions resort^dl 
to him, and be became tbetr ieadi^. J«|)tkah and his troops 
appear to have subsisted by malring rep risalft on the eoemi^ 
of Israel, and, by tbia course of life, became br«v« and «xpe- 
menced soldiers. The eidet<s of Gilead, feeling the want of 
Hepibah's talents, aeni an embassy re«ge9tiog bis r^iHV» ami 
appoifiting him their commander. Thf y lifcewisB bomai| 
themselves, by a solemn oath, to 9ubmit to him as their iudge, 
if the Lord delivered them from their enemies by his nana. 

Q. What oatl) did Jepthah take befor- be en/saged in thft 
wat? . 

«f. |{'eoiig9ff«4 to deTote to the Im^ whftleTer shoijdjd 
iMk eoQ9e hmK of th^ d^or^'H^ W btwf to meet bim, if h* 
would grant him the victory, and that he would ofier it as a* 
burnt sacriftce* 

Q. Hovr c^vk we reconcile tbiB action witb^the true faith of 
Jepthah? ^ 

•Ak J^baVfi vofv 11190 fft^h, foplish, and a Weaeb of Qod^ 
\sim\ tie mijsM; r««sdfiably have e«p?cted %^ have loeit somt 
unclean aoimal, a favorite dog or cat; which were oot ah 
Da 
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lowed of in saenfiee, h^t It was most probabk ^at eD« of 
his own family would come but to meet him. if eptbah bad 
resided so long amon^idolaters, and been so famttiar with 
their abomioations, that he appears to hare-been tinctured with 
their superstition, and confounded the s^eral JaWs concern- 
ing rowa and sacrifices ; not didy diistinguishing the ^iffi^r- 
eoce hetween devoting the enemies of God to utter destrue** 
tioOi as a magistrate^ and offering an innocent being !n saeiri^ 
Hce, over whose life he had Do power, and which waa ex- 
pressly forbidden, as an ^iMnioation in the sight of Qod.?—- 
Saul appears to have made the same mistake, when he con* 
demned Jonathan, «s the people undoubtedly did right in 
rescuing him from death. ^ 

.Qp What success had JTepthah against the Ammonites P 

A, .He sen^ messengers to the king of the Ammonites, re- 
minding him of the kindness shown to his countrymen by 
the Israelites, in not molesting them when they conquered 
Canaan ; and required that he should cease to molest Israel, 
who neither had injured nor intended to injure him. But if 
he* would not recall his forces, and be content with his own 
proper inheritance, the war would become just and God 
would gite Israel the victory. The king of Ammon not agree- 
ing to the proposed terms of accommodation, they came to 
an engagement, and Jepthah was victorious, 

Qj, What victim came to welcome the conquering chief- 
tain ? • 

A, His only and beloved child. God, b; sendfng her, piin- 
ished the Sin of the father. Hearing of his victory, she came 
to meet him^ at the head of a procession of young females, 
with timbrels, dances and other testimonials of rejoicing. At 
this affecting sight, Jepthah rent his clothes in the agony of 
grief, and acquainted bis beloved child with her sa3 destiny. 

Q. How did she support this- affecting Intelligence ? 

j9. She received Itwitfa perfect composure, and submitteil 
to her fate without a murmur, only requesting ehe might 
%e permitted to retire to the mountains for tviro months and 
bewail her nntlmely destiny. To this her fether consented. 
After which time ^e returned, and he did with helP according 
to Ins vow. 

Q. Isjt certain Jepthah offered her In sacrifice ? 

A. Someleamed men have supposed that he did not put 
her to death, but only devoted her to perpetual virginij^ ; 
and that the daughters of Israel went erery year to ne wall 
with, not lai&eflt for the dacughter of Jepthah. But as 
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fTQ no where read fio tiie Bible of men or women tekiog vows 
of celibaey, the deep distress discovered by Jepthiui, the 
Yearly lamentation made for beryuot only by her own city^ ' 
but ij all the Israeliti^ women, seem to indfeate that she 
was actually s^erificed. Jepthah was undoubtedly consclen- 
* ttoosin wbat he did, but had he better understood the divine 
Uwibo' would have found that bis rash vow bound him to^ 
nothing but deep repentabce, unSessi perhaps, tf tin oflfering; 
for his guilt. 

Q. But why did not the nation at large prevent the execui-- 
tion of Jepthah's vow ? 

A, The whole nation appears to have been^ery ignorant 
. in divine knowledge, during the time of the Judges. The 
sacfffice^f Jepthah's daughter wa» not mure atrocious, than 
the conduct of the whole nation in the war with Benjamin r 
there, they sacrificed not only one, but many innocent vie- 
ttms to the rash vows they had made. 

Q. What further account does history give of Jepthah ? 

A. Soon after Jepthah's return, the Ephraimkes assem- 
bled, in a tumultuous manner, and demanded why he had. 
dared to go to war without consulting them, and threatened 
him with the heaviest efifects of their displeasure. At th^ 
same time they insulted the Gileadites, calling them fugitives 
of the children of Joseph, who had fled from justice andset- 
tied beyond Jordan. 

Q. How did Jepthah^s high s|»rit bear these insults ? 

An He returned a mild answer to their abusive language y 
reminding them he had sent for their assistance, but they 
htld refused to come : he had,4;herefore, with the assistance 
of heaven, gained a victory by his own people.. This not 
satisfying the Ephraimites, a battle ensued, in which they 
were defeated with the loss of 4200 men. No further men- 
tion is made of Jepthah, except that he judged Israel sis 
.years^ and that he was-btirted in one af the cities of Gilead. 



CHAP. m. 

The Life of Herevles. TVie Argonautic expedition. The 103^ 
iory of Minos. The Trojan war. 

Q. What is recorded in profane history, deserving atten- 
tion, during this age ? 
A» The life of Hercules, who was a Theban by birtfar aofl 
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fs celebrated by the .poets and histomoB for his gtgaDtk 
strength, aod bis ability and exertions in defendtdg the rights 
of the weak against the powerful, for which he was fabled 
to be the SOD of Jupiter. 

Q, What are the principal events recorded ef HereMte ? 
• Ji. The poets represent him, as hated by Juno from Ms ki- 
Itni^y. Sbeiseotlwo serpents to destroy hini in hie cradte^ 
t)ut the undaunted child killed them both with his faiapds.^— 
As be grew jap, his extraordinary virtuesand abtltties exposed 
htm to the envy and hatred of £ary8tbeii8, his half brotber* 
Thi« tyrant attempted his destruction, by imposbg sevfgral 
^ifficiitt and dancerous tasks upon him, which are called th9 
twelve labours'of Hercules. In these labours, (which are extrav- 
agant fables,) we can discover the arduous exertioos of a hero 
who spent his life for the benefit of the hutnan race. The ser- 
pents which he destroyed in his cradle^ may mean two pre- 
dominant passions which he ipheiited from nature, but over- 
came by education. The killing of the Nemean Ko«, the 
Hydca^wtth many beads^ ftnd ^e ether monsters whiciii he 
destroyed, is supi>osed to picture forth the draining of a 
marsh, which was infested wit^ pmsonotis serpents, and ki^ 
fected the air with pestilential vapours. Th^.Greciao woe^ 
and mou»tains abounded with lions, hoars, tyeers and other 
vfM arkiosals, which often roamed from their haunts, and 
api*ead terror and desolation through the neigh bourrng villa- 
ges. The conntrjr teemed with men of brutal strengdi and 
courage, who availed themselves of the weakaessof goverit- 
ment, to perpetrate horrid acts of cruelty. The, first wor- 
thies of Greece, Hercules, Theseus, Castor and PoUuxy»oi- 
mated with the useful, rather tha*i the rpjoantic spirit of ehiv^ 
airy, employed their valour in rcm^dyi^ the evils, wbieb 
threatened the existence ©f society. They not oojy de- 
stroyed monsters on land, bujt those which Infested the sea* 
Heccules extend,<^d his coni^uest to tljte kingdom ^ Spaki^ 
where he erected two monuments of his glory on mounts 
Calpe and Abyla, called the pillars of Hercules to this day. 

Q. What are we to understand by the Argonautic expedi- 
tion ? 

4. The establishment of the A^heclenic c«mM1 lirot^li^ 
the principal meii of Greece acquainted with each other.— 
Emulation and love of glory pronc^pted them to arms . 
Jasoa, Adjgaetus and the other chieftains of Thessaly, cqiMp- 
ped a small fleet ; the largest vessel was called Argo, whieb 
was of superior si^e and construction to any befcre knows. 
Being prepared for war, they formed a plan of visiting foF- 
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•ign eouDtnesy to acqtiif e wealth by plunder^ and retort up- 
on the kihabitanfa tbe injuries Greece bad received from 
strangera. The standard erected by Jason was, in a short 
time, surrounded by the flower of the Grecian youth, who- 
eagerly kmhmced this ogjpovMmity of adorning tbeir high 
birth by manly valoqr. This eocpedition haa been veiM un- 
d^r the allegory of the golden fleece, guarded bv two buUs^ - 
breathing file, and » dragon which neyer slept. The yaiue of 
the royal treasure at Colchis had been highly extolled, and 
to get possession of it was the .thing aimed at by the An- 
gbnautic expedition, Tlie king's treasure being secured by" 
a double wall and brazen doors, the fable of 4.be gojdea. 
fleece was easily invented by the poets. The marinerVcooi*' 
pass is thought to have made a part of this treasure, whence 
the ship which carried it was supposed to be oracular, and to 
have given responses. Jason obtained tliis treasure by .the 
assistance of Medea, daughter to the king* of Colchia» a eel^ 
ebrated enchantress. 

<2. Did this expedition produce any change of manners ? 

wt. Tbe Argonautic expedition had a happy effect in civifi* 
zing the manners of the Greeks, and in giving them a more 
DoMe spirit of enterprise. Strength and courage had, hith-^ 
erto, been the only qualities adniired ; but from this time, 
they began to brighten ^e lustre of martial spirit by the 
more valuable virtues of justice and humanity. 

Q. What was the next pubfic enterprize of the Greeks ? / 

A. The Theban war, which was undertaken by a , combi- 

sadonof seven princes, to replace an exiled monarch upon his 

throne. This is the first expedition in which any colour of 

ji^tice could be found to authorise the use of armsi^. 

Q. Who was Minos ? 

A. There were two of that name wbo reigned in Crete. — 
The first pretended to be immediately inspired by the gods, 
from whom he denved an invaluable system of laws, which 
he was commanded to engrave on tables of brass. Front- 
Jupiter he received the regal sceptre, which entitled him to 
administer these lews, but which obliged him to respect 
tJhem. How he acquired that extraordinary influence over 
hia countrymen, which enabled him to enforce his authority, 
hirtory does not inform us ; but we may plainly discov- 
er that he borrowed his ideas of government, and the means- 
of cstabliahingit, from the laws of Moses. These laws were 
Cftosidered so wise as to enable Mines to be the judge ot 
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H*»n: yet thtjy were very dcrctivc, i^eliillao: chieftj to \var» 
Mino3 w:a3 called the son uf llie OCf ari) probably £• am. the 
tmiuerous vtjyages he rand e. 

Q. What k r^ted of tha aftco«4 Mmo0 ? - • 
wl, H« «ucceoii«l hi« fathfc^ on tbe Cretftsi tliiyinfe, anr ad- 
ded tbd ^lf>ry'<if arms to that «»f a ieg^sUtor. AmonR ortier 
eotintrles vp)iic4i became tfltbmvtty, w«a Atheh*. The ifihab- 
itantsof this city were doomed lo senrd, e¥cry year, seven 
y>»utb8 of cikcii «6i^ lof fterve ^n slaAes to the Oi'etan mon- 
ftfchyWko bad all bb lands tMtttivated by staves, which gave 
««e to tb« fable of tbeir being devour^ by a mdn^teT. Tftese 
slaves trer» drattvn by lot from among the inhabittints, who 
tfemWed at tb« antiDal return of the Cretan vessel. Discon- 
tents arotm agahMt Egeos, th^ii* krAg, fbr tamely submftfln^ 
to the trlboto. l^Hoddus, his gafhitit son, offered hh^self as 
««• •f the victims ; y s vh^tues were already knbfeit ttr Mi- 
nos, who was so much pleased with hid vohJftrtaH- &a4?rfflfc« 
that he remitted the fioe, and ^ave Theseus hla'aaoghter in 
marriage. • 

Q. What ftdvantaffe did tifa« AthemiaDS derive front this tJ- 
liaace oj Theseus ? 

«^« H^ o%tterved the kkppf effect fyiH^duced vipmt tb< kl^ 
iMbit<mts of Crete, by the Jaws attd ^emment «f H^Tintw, ' 
and endeavoredr-on bisae«e9flioftto the throne tyf his fal0irev^ 
to imitate them in his native country* ^ The AtheniaiMS were 
Dot sufScientty civiti!&ed to admit of written laws, biit he per- 
Miaded rtie scattered yttfa^s of Attica, to unite in religious 
ceremonies ; to ackno\t1«dge the reciprocal oWi^tioo of 
fsriiice ajid subject in peace as well as war. The improve- 
ment of domestic policy introdu^jed lotb Attica, by the ex- 
ample of Crete and the wisdom of Theseus, were gradaally 
adopted by the neighboring p^rovioccs. At the cooMience- 
mont of the Trojan war, all the Grecian states had embraced 
an uniform system of government. 

Of What was this system of government ? 

wS. A limited monarchy, which united the tndepetid«iit spi- 
rit of European freedom, with the respectful veneration of 
Asiatic superstrtion; believing th<^ aitfhority of their kin^s 
divifte, but eoosUleHng that they had no longer title to the 
projection of the gods, than they continued to maintain the 
unalienable priii^vges of their svhjecfs. 

Q. Can you give me an account of the sifige of Troy ? 

•4. Tiiis Celebrated seige was undertaken to recover Jle* 
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len, tljQ ^v.'Te of^J^n- liqs, kfog o/" AJhyjcenci, from thft f^Wf 
er »f Pui:i:J» who bnd carii«»(l h«r off. 

^. sXimt, f«»ret*« Old the Grc^jts employ in this war? 

^ The v«»35e)3 coiled #»d tog<^thoi* fortrangporling fhejr 
forces mlo Asia amountttd to t^veKe hHBdred sail. They 
wnre biMit wkfc Uttk» u»genui<ty, mov<3(] by only obc bench of 
oars and <;^ntip«*lyiinprovid««cl with decks and anchors. The 
cornplement of soldiers vnriMl in the different ve&!^cl«, but the 
whele amoMntof thi; ^rcesaentto Troy was an hundred 
and two thousand men. 
' ^ ^ho were the tOinmand^rs of- these Purcfm 9 

A. Every prince had l.Mo direction of his own subjects, 
but Agamemnon, the brother of* the irtjured Menelaus, bore 
the chief command. 

Q. Where was Troy sitnatvd ? 

A. The kingijoca of PHj^ui, occujsi^d. the e^H^cn banka of 
the Heljespoiit, tbi' Houthern coast of the Propontis, and thtt, 
northern shpr^^a of Egean. The length wa^ about two hun- 
dred miies, but its breadth far less, neing compjesfied buv 
twHfi^n two seas and the b)l'tv ridges of mount Ida, This de- 
lijrhtifoi country excelled Greece in fruUtohiess of soil and 
so'ftness of elimate, and instead of he'mi; harnissed By the. 
continual incorsions of northern savages, enjoyed the vicini* 
ty of tlvBjRhrygwn^afid Lydians,n»tioDM». described as.fluHr- 
ist^ii^ in Wi^akU and peace fr(HU tiie reniotest aQtufuity.-^ 
SeTjei?i| provinces of Aaiulic. Greoee,. were in a^ancvi with^ 
or, copsf ituted part of the Troj?^n d,aaAinion9. 

% H»w lang didtbe siege of Troy contmue.? • 

A, Ten years. Agamemnon had been more indu»fploi» 
in preparing a Jarge army, than provident in contriving 
means by which it might be kept in tlie field. Tlie provis- 
ions transported from Greece were soon exhausted, whilcv 
their ignorance of war gave the Greeks little hopes of suc- 
cess. In order to s^iipply the cvarap with provisions, some 
set themselves to cultivate the rich vales of the Chersone- 
»u», whos^ iApfo4u.n2^e in(i^^3itaot» b«4 *r^^o recently expel- 
led. Others had recourse to pira<*y, scoured the neighbour- 
ing^^seaSi ravaged the unprotected 6oasts of the Ifellespobt, 
<N* demolished such unfortiiiod places, as acknowledged tile ' 
doii»ntun of T<oy. These ruvai^s excited the ragetol tiie 
A^iatuiSf and> united them mere heartily in tbecausa of their 
4;onfad4ir^t£s« After nine uaauccesjBiiil SHmmer^ (fee mififiwr* 
tunv;s. of the .G:i^ceks pr^eipitated tQAidQwafiiU of Troy. A. 
dreadful fM^^ileoAeirai^exi ii^.the €\i%«iftt\ camp* \ qManiel be^. 



d by Google 



4e ^Wlt^ItSAL 

enei the power of the besiegers. The Trojans acquired 
cpurage to leave their walls, and attack the Greeks id the 
.open field. They were victorious in the first engagements ; 
t>qt having slain Patroclus the friend of Achillea, ho wa« 
Ofice more roused to arms. His return to the camp restored 
the declining fortune of his coootry ; he slew Hector, whose 
patriotic valour had long been the firmest bulwark of his fa- 
ther's kingdom. The destruction of Troy soon followed. — 
The city was surprised and taken during the night, and most 
of the citizens perished by the sword. » 

Q. What effect did'the expedition agiunst Troy produce 
Oil the Grecian states 2 

Ji. 'A very unhappy one. IShe absence of their kings with 
all the military force of the country, left their respective 
kingdoms exposed to the machinations of ambitious subjects, 
and to the inroads of the more barbarous nations.* The 
siege of Troy was almost as calamitous to Greece as to 
Troy. 

Q. Did any of the Trojan princes escape the destruction 
of their capital ? 

«^. Two only are mentioned : Antenor, who is' supposed to 
be the fbunder of Padua, and Eneas, from whom the Romans 
, claim their descent. - 

Q. At what period do you place the siege of Troy ? 

«4. S08 years after the departure from Esypt ; 1 184 years 
before the Christian aera^ A. M. 2820. These events may 
foe considerf^ as the fifth period of the world. To this epocn 
may be referred all that is true or beautiful in fabulous 
times. 



CHAP. TV. 

FVom ike detdk of J^pikah to (he retgn tf Stnik 

^ What remarkable events are recorded in sacred his- 
tory ? 

A. After the dfeath of Jepthah, several judges of inferioe 
note ruled in different parts of the land of Israel. Among 
these EK is the most worthy of notice. [B. C. 1175 ; K,m, 
£888.] He united in his own person the dignity of high 
priest and judge % and, though a eood man, brought much 
evil on his'eountiy, by D^eciing the education of nis sons. 
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The6« young men had not the fear ef God io tlmr bearti ; 
not' the fear of reproof from their too iDdulgeiit father. By 
their dchaut:bery and licentiousaess thej broueht the ofliir- 
ings and worship of God into contempt, so tliatfew attended 
^e stated worship at the tahernacte, and the whole oatioo 
was in danger of sinking into idolatry. A remnant of pray- 
, Ing souls was still left, and, in answer to their prayers, God 
raised up a deliverer in the person of Saanson. 

Q, Who was Samson ? 

•^ He was a aiao whose "birth sod extraordinary prowess 
had been predicted to his parents by an angel, [B. 0. 1177 ; 
A- M. S8a7 H and a devoted Nazarice t^God, and was there- 
lore bound not to shave -his hair, whit'h was to remain ata to« 
ken of his obedience. It is probable, he was born about th« 
titne the Lord began to affiict his people on acconntof tho 
sins introduced by the remisoneas of £H's government 

Q. What remarkable acts are recorded of Samson ? 

A> When very young, without any weapon, he slew a Hon, 
tvhich attacked him. tie sought every pretence td revenge 
Mpdn the FhiMstirres the wrongs iris country had received : 
end though, by bis miracnlons strength, he gave evident proof 
that God had raised him up as an extraor<»nary deliverer to 
Ii^t*ael, yet they did not regard the peculiar interposition of 
Providence, by assisting him to throw off the yoke of the - 
Ifliilistines ; on the contrary, they reproved him for emend- 
ing the Philistines, and by his own consent delivered him 
bound with cords into their hands. 

Q, What was the « vent -of this transaction? 

^. The Philistines on seeing their enemy bound befoi^r 
Chemygave a shout; upon which the spirit of God canie 
tnhrhti^ upon Samson, be burst the cords which bound him^ 
and, rushing upon his enemies with no other weapon than the 
jaw bone of an ass, laid a thousand men dead at his feet iBlf r 
ted with this surprising victory, he seems to have celebrate^ 
his own, instead of the praises of God ; for which sin, fie 
was made immediately seosihie by such extreme thirst, tilat 
in an agony he called upon God for deliverance. Having 
made his exulting servant sensible of his dependence on his 
maker, God miraculously suppGed his thir^, by causing a 
mringto arise fr^rm the place where the jaw-bone lay, which 
eamson called £n-hakkore, or the well of him that cried, 

Q. Bid not this extraordinary vtctorv bring the Israelites 
4/& acknowledge Samson as a deliverer from God ? 

,5. They raised him to the office of Judges but they do 

A 
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aot^ippearto have ttssisled hkn, liy tktW own exertioliSy to 
tkrow off the joke of the Pbiiistmes. 

Q. What farther account can you give me or SamsoQ ? 
T,^. His whole QharacteV afype»rs a contradiction ; and did 
not the Apostle number him among those who died in the 
faithf we might justly conclude that though he ^vas an instru- 
ment of God^s power, he was not a subject of grace. His pre- 
vailingsin was a passion for women devoid of virtue. Thisied 
him weakly to acknowledge to Delilah, bis favorite mistress, 
wherein his great strength lay* This unprincipled woman, 
oaused his hair to be shaven, while he aleut, and sold him to 
the Pbilistinesf who put out his eyes, loaoed him with fetters^ 
and compelled him to be a menial servant in the prisou of 

Q. Did Samaoii^ affictimis bring him to a sense of his 
guilt ? 

A. The loss of hie bodily sifht opened the eyes of his un- 
derstanding. He does »ot appear to have believed himaelf, 
that breaking the vow God had imposed upon him, would 
have been so fatal. But now being convinced by sad reality 
of his madness and folly, he appears to have exercised true 



repentance. In the mean time, the locks of his hair began 
to grow again, as a token of the returning favor of God. The 
PhDistines, who considered their enemy entirely in their ^ 



power, held a great feast to their god Dagon. On this occa- 
sion Samson was brought out before the princes and the peo- 
ple, that they might renew their triumph, ^not only over nim, 
but the triumph of Dagon over the God of Israel. 

Q. How did Samson brook this insult ? 

A, Samson, having amuse jl the Philistines, requested leave 
to rest himself against the two main pillars of the temple, 
in which they were assembled, and, having earnestly be- 
toudit the Lord to grant l^m strength once more, overturn- 
ed me idolatrous fane, ackd huried we whole assembly in its 
ruins. 

^ Was this death a breach of the sixth commandment ? 

A. There is a vast difference between rushing uncalled in- 
to the preaence^of God, from a proud impatience and con- 
tempt of lif^, when it is rendered miserable by a m«ai'»own 
miacf^ndtiet, and being willing to lay it down for the honour 
of God and welfare of kis people. Sanson can no more be 
called a self-murderer, than the soldier, who perishes in bat- 
tle, fighting for the good of his country. Neither can his 
prayer for the destrMction of his enemies be deemed a breach 
of ued^s IftWi for it was aot <fictate«l by private reVenge^ but 
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feefti for'the'came of lnnt\ and Tsnters ^od, wllieh he h»d 
lately so shamefully deserted. The immediate answer oC 
his pi^yer is a proof that it was dictated bv the Holy Smrit. 
The great number slain at Saoiioa's death hambled the Phi- 
listines^ and they did not prevent his friends from giving bim 
an honourable burial. He died youngi having governed Is** 
rael but twenty years. 

Q. Did EH continue in his office of high priest after Sam- 
sovrk death ? 

V7. Yes ; he still held the Dffice, htt he had become verf 
t>1d, and the iniquity of his sons had increased to a most di^- 
plprable height. 

Q. Who was Samuel ? 

•^. A pious youth, wha had been dedicated to God irom 
his infancy, and was emfrfoyed at this time as a door keeper 
in the temple. / . 

Q^ Was not Samuel a prophet ? 

A Tes : God appeared to him while he 1^8 n cMM, andt 
revealed to him his intention of speedily punishing the ini- 
quity of Eli's house ; because hts sons had made themselTet 
viie and he restrained them net. 

Q. Did Samuel inform Eli of his approaching punishment? 

•^» He was at firftt afraid to make known to Eli the awful 

J predictions coneemin^ his posterity, but, being^ solemnly ad- 
ored by the high pneat to hide nothing, he disclosed the 
whole purport of the vision. Eli acknowledged the sentence 
to be just, and submitted with humble resignation to the will 
of God. 

Q. What was the doom denounced against Eli's house ? 

Ji. That both hia sons should be eut off in one day ; that 
tlMoffiee of hieh priest should be taken from him, and con- 
ferred on another braneh of Aaron's family, and that thero 
should notbe a single roan of his posterity, who should llvo 
to be oMf in all future geoeratioaa, 

Q. In what manner was this [Prophecy fulfilled ? 

J9, The destruction of such a number of Philistines at the 
4]eath of 'Samson, encouraged the Israelites to take arms in 
order to free themselves from their haughty masteif. But 
God was justly incensed ag{?;nst them, and permitted them 
to be ignominiously repulsed with the loss of four thousand 
men. Under an idea of animating their own troops, and 
striking a panic into the enem^, they brought the ark of the 
corenant into the camp. This absurd project was attended 
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Virti i)ta m«9^i^ta( conaequeiiecs ; for Ett's two sons^ mhh it 
great Dumber of Hebrews, were put to tbe sworJ^ and the 
Jtt-kitself fell iato Ibe bands of tbe PbiJistines* 

Q. How did £li bear jibe affiieiini^ intelligerice ? 

A. He received tbe aceoant of his sonV death without eX* 

Eressinpf any uncommon degree of anKtiish. But, when he 
eard that for his sins, the ark of God had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, he fell from his seat and ejrpired. His 
daughter-in-law, the wife of Pbineas, eipired upon the 8aixi4i' 
occasion, after ^ving birth to a son whom abe named Icba- 
bod, to sigpify th^it the glory of Israel was departed, [B. G« 
1095.] 
Q. Where did ibe Philistinea plaee the ark of God ? 

A^ In tbe temple of Dagon ; for, by iiu asststaoce, they* 
supposed they had overcome the God of Israef. The idol 
set up by the Damtes was not yet removed, and the uipUire 
of the ark was a token of God's anger agaisst the, and the 
other sins of his people. 

Q. How long did the ark remain with the Philistines ? 

jS. About seven months. The morning after the ark vW9 
deposited in Wagon's temple, they found Ibe in»age of Da- 
gon fallen on the ground before this sacred aymboT of Di^inQ 
Fwer. Thinking this only accidental, they replaced the io\- 
age. But the next iBorning, they found their idol m the 
same situation, with bis head and both bis hands cut off upoa 
the threshold. The image of Dagon is supposed to hav« 
been formed with bead and arms like a man, aud the remala- . 
der of his body like a Bsb. When the head and hands were 
broken off, a deformed trunk alone remained. But, instead 
of learning from this event to despise so senseless an. idol, 
the Philistines perpetuated the memory of their disgrace, bj' 
holding the very threshold sacred where Pagon had fallen. 
The people of Ashdod were also visited with a distressing 
distemper, which tliey justly considered as a judgnwnt from 
God. They, therefore, removed the ark to Galh, but as the 
same affliction followed it, both thither and toEkron, it wj|a 
at leni^h dismuised, by the council of PhilUtine prt^s^, with 
Vuitahle trespass offeriogs. 

Q, What method did tbe PhUlstincs pumoe !n r^t^rlni^ 
the ark ? 

A They were unwilling fully^ to ^relieve, that their a^Sk'* 
tions were chastisements from the God of Israel, and fra- 
med an artful device for putting it to the trial, whether i| 
wa^ the saqoe God w^ich piinishedlhe Egyptians, who ba(l 
'iv%sted ikw oitics, or if tb«k aiRUlions wnrc occidental. la 
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ftec<Manc« wfththit p^wn^ they piflCAff-tlie arir upon a new 
eait, with their trespass otferfng. Then tying two kine ta 
th« eart, which had iierer been yoked before, and whote 
calves w^re teft at hotnef they set them out in the pi^>lie 
road-^requtring by this action an additional proof of Jeho* 
vah*a power. If these kine took the road toBeth-abo'^ 
mesh, (iftHch wa3 a city of priests on tiie borders of Israel,) 
they agreed it wouldflie a proof that their afflictions were 
from God, but if the kine went a different way, the Philistineft^ 
determined to ascribe all Ifteir evils ta clKinee. 

^ Wan it not very presunsptaoUB In tbe Philiatifies to ra* 
i^uire thisaddltionatpr6of of Jehovah's power. 

j31. It was : but God was pleased to overrule their unbelief 
for the tnamfeatation of bia glory. That two kina which had 
never been yoked, should keep quietly along the road with- 
out a driver, and while they showed ytbe force of ioa^nct in 
lowing for their calves, should by a stronger impulsa be ur- 
ged forward to the very place which the rbilistines mentioQr 
ed, isaiaost astonishing mirade,and coippleted the triumpb 
of tbe ark over the idolatrous Philistines. 

Q. How did the Beththematea receive the ark F 
w9. They were at first filled with Joy. They placed tii« 
ark upon a great stone in the field were the kme'stoppedy 
slew the kine, and, with wood of the cart, offered tbemaa a 
burnt offering to theJLord. In this they behaved very prop* 
eriy. But the^ erred soon after, by presumptuously exam- 
ining the interior of the ark, the put side of which was not 
to be uncovered, even by the Levites who carried it. For 
this irreverence, God punished them by the ionuediata death 
of-multitude9k 

Q, Did this punishment produce repentance ? 

A They appeiu* to have been more terrified than hum- 
fcled ; like the Philistines, they were anxious to have the ark 
lemoved from them, and solicited the inhabitants of Kirjath* 
jearim to remov« it to their city. 

Q. Did'tfae citixens of Kirjath-jearim accede to their pro* 
posal ?- 

. ^. The fhhttbitanta of that city, though they were not of 
the tribe of Levi, readily accepted the offer, convinced that 
the ark was a fledge of prosperityi^ when treated with rever- 
ence. They therefore basted to brine this symbol of divine 
presence to th^'ir city, placed it in the house of AbiQadab,and 
aanctified Eleazer his soa to keep it. 

<2. Were aot Abioadab and £leazef of the house of Aartiii^ 
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A. We are no whet e Ittfimned Umf Ihey werp. Aad se 
no mention is made ef tiie priests or Levites, in Ihc remove! 
of the ark to Kiijalh*}efirtfii> it appears that Oo(l duspaosed 
with tfieirregidarity of the citiaefis, aed permitted them to 
otficiate in the room of the I^evite^ who had forfeited his £»• 
▼our by tlieir sins. 

Q. How long did the ark rematn at Bethshemesh ? . 

A. Until the reign of David. The people, being under tho 
power of the Philistines, were careless oi the ark and of tho 
worship of God. In the naean time, Samuel grew up and 
beeame a zealous preacher of holiness, and, by the as- 
sistance of divine ^ace, was so soeeessfhl, that a gener^ 
reformation took place. The whole nation lamented the de- 
f'rture of God's presence, and besought Samuel to pray fisr 
them. 

Q. What answer did Samuel return to their request t 

A, He replied, that, if they were sincere in their reouest, 
they must puhlicly renounce idolatry and re-establish thf^ 
worship of Jehovah. On that condition, onl^f, wouid he en- 
gage to intercede with God to deliver them from the bondago 
of the Phifistines. 

Q. Did the elders of Israel comply with Samuei's injunc-^ 
tions? 

A. Not only the eldera, but most of the itntion con?cned 
by Samuel's command at Mizpch, whei^ they publicly con« 
fessed their sins ; Samuel oCTered sacrifices and |»rayed toi 
God for deliverance from their enemies. His prayer wasr 
heard. 

Q^ In what manner was deliverance granted ? 
- A The Philistines^ considering the public convention a« « 
signal for war^ attacked the Israelites, expecting to surprise 
and make an easy conquest of them. The Israelites, though. 
abrmed at first, yet trusting in the favour of Heav^, went 
forth to battle, and gained a complete victory, drove tlra 
Philistioes out of the country, and recovered all the cities^ 
they formerly owned in the neighboiu'hood of G«th atnrf 
Bkron. 

Q. How long did Israel eontinue in tills presperons condi- 
tion ? 

wf. During the reign of Samuel, who eoverned Israel with 
equity and wisdom. He made an i^nnuaT circuit round Beth- 
el, GUgal and Mizpeh,to administer justice ; but made Ra- 
raab, the place of hw nativity, his residence. When Sam- 
uel grew too old to bear akme tiia whole weight of govern^ 
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jnetit, he entrtnfed two o£ bip M»ft with tie nagkitrMy ^ 
Beersheha. These young men did not folkm tl»e worthy 
example of theif Aither> hm took l>r«hee and perverted judg- 
ineott which. provoked the elders of Jbrael to demand a kiag 
of Samuel, that they might be goveaned like thft oeighbouc- 
iDg nations* 

Qf How was Samuel pleased with this request ? 

Ji. He jiistlj considered it as a complaint against CToi^ 
who had appointed the mode of government in Israel ; as in^ 
dicative of pride, and a wish to imitate the splendour of the 
neighbouring courts^ Samuel therelbre deferred giving aik 
answer, till he considtcd the Lord upon a subject of such imr 
portancc. 

^, What answer did Samuel receive from God ? 

A. The Lord commanded Samuel, to comi>iy wi^ their 
. request; at the same time informed Ihem, that, hi rejecting 
htm for tlieir judge,- they liad also rejected GdJ for their 
kiogi, and must not expect that prosperity which they had 
experienced when they ftilly obeyed his laws. Under th» 
government of Moses, Joshua, and the Judges^ the peopio 
had, been noi only exempt from oppression^ but from taxes 
of all kinds ; but kingly government could not be supported* 
without an income. If the Israelites intended to vie with the 
surrounding nations in splendour, they must not onl^ sacrifice 
their) private property to support the hixury and magnifi* 
cence of a court, but part with llieir sons to supply an arm^ 
for tlie king's ambition or defence, or to serve as guards ia 
bis palace. Their daughters, also, would be taken from uo« 
der the parental roof, for servants to the ladies of the court. 
For, by such exactions the monarchs of these countries 
maintained theiir power and splendour. 

Q. Are we to suppose, by this narration,, that a kingly gov-^ 
einment is disfdeasing to the Almighty ? 

-w9. Wt are not. Crowned heads are spoken of with th9 
matest respect, both by the I>eity,hi8 prophets and aflostles. 
The crime of the Israelites lay in their ingratitude to Ood^ 
whom th«^ rejected &om heing king over them. Not con- 
tent with the humble condition of tl)e Lord's servants, they 
wished, like the builders of Bahel» to get to themselves a 
great name. 

Q,. When SaMHtel deHf:ered the message from God to Ifae^ 
elders of Israel, did tliey not withdraw iheur request ? 

wf; They were so anxious for a change of government, thai 
they still persevered in denoAnding a king. Amidst Che sift 
and lolly of Ihitcoodiiet, it should be noted to their eotn^ 
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meodalioii, tbaC diey showed great resfteet to Samael, !n re^ 
lying tmpltcitijr upon his judgment, and not attempting to 
appoint a king for themsekes. ^ The history of the world, 
caoiaet afiK>rd another iitatanee of sueh moderation. - A whole 
nation determined to faiive a king, and no person e'tther at- 
tempting to gain the office himself, or proposing any other 
person to the people, but referring the whole to God. 

Q« Whom did God appoint for their king ? 

Jl. Saul the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

^. In what manner did God make his will known ? 

wfi God acquainted Samuel that he would the next day, 
^ring the usual time of sacrifice, send the person to him, 
whom he had chosen as the ruler of his people Israel. Saul; 
who had been travelling through the country In search of his 
fitber^e asses, eamo at the appointed time, to enquire of 
Bamuei if he should he able to &aid them, and-the Spirit of 
God aG<]|uainted Samuel that he was Mieir future kini^ : Sanv* 
nel received Saul with due reverenee, placed him in the 
efaief seat at the feast, and anointed him next morning as 
king of Israel. 

Q. What was Saufis conduct cm. receiving this unexpected 
Ifonour? . ^ 

•^; He was greatly surprised; for he appears, at that time, 
to have been of an humble spirit. Bamuel, affer eiving him^ 
mstructtons relative to his duty as a king, acquainted bim 
with a number of incidents which would happen to him that 
day. This^ he did as a confirmation of the difine authorit;^ 
by which he had anointed hh». 

% What effect did the Aiifilment pf Samuels prediction 
have upon Saul? 

I ttf. He was inspired with courage to undertake the govern- 
ment of IsraeK Hift> mind was enlarged by wisdom from 
God, and his heart appears to have received religious -im« 
piessionSf which for a time regulated his conduct • 

O. Were the Israelites pleased with the choice God had 
amde for tiusDi ? ^ 

wf. Saul was uncommonly beautiful in his person, and ma- 
jesfie in his deportment; his stature exceeded the tallest 
Hebrew, and, when Samuel presented hrm to the people, as 
the choice of Heaven, the air rang with repeated acclama* 
tbiis of " God save the ktng;^ though a ^»rty of profliti;ate 
persons pretended to despise him on account of his youth, 
and refused to acknowledge him as their lawful sovereign. 
Samuel, having acouainted the people with the prerogatWes 
of the prince, and me privileges of the people, <tigmmi»ed thft 
assembly. 
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CHAP. V. 

O. Did ShuI CDter immediately upon bis kingly oflka f 
[D.C.1075.) 

•^. No. He found himseir despised hy some aod neglect^ 
ed by others of the Israelites. lie, therefore, retarnea qui- 
etly to bis farm, waiting for the time when Providence should 
draw him from obscurity. This time sooa arrived ; the in- 
habitants of Jabesh-piload, beine closely besieged by Nahanb,. 
king t>f the Ammonites, ofTerea to capitulate, but could ob* 
tain no better terms than the loss of every man's right e^e. 
The distressed inhabitants entreated for seven days respite^ 
which Nahash granted, not supposing the IsraeKtea were iir 
9uny condition to relieve the city ; and that by this respite the 
Botioo of Israel would be the more deeply disgraced. 

Q. Did the inhabitants of Gilead apply to Saul for assiAt*^ 
ance ? 

Ji, They sent messengers immediately to Gibeah, where 
the^ met Saul returning from the field. He was fired witb> 
hi^iRuation at thelndigraty offered his countiy ; in a spirited^, 
yet numble manner, jie summoned the attendance of the 
people ; assuming, for the first time, regal authority,, ^et adr 
4ing tfie name of Samu&l, to avoid needless offence. 

Q. Did the people obey the summons ? 

w9. Through the influence of the Divine Spirit, a vast iiial« 
tltudi^ was made willing to follow Saul to battle. Some ap^ 
prehension of this war, had been one inducement to ask for 
« kin^» Such was the ardour with which they marched to 
th« rrli«f of Iheir brethroiH that tht»y performed a march o£ 
SiQ miles in about iJ4 houcsi, rescued thp.ir trembling country- 
men, surprised and defeated the enemy, and drove them- 
from the country. , 

Q. Were the Israelites content to have Saul continued in- 
office after this victory ? 

jI. The success of this expedition inspired the Israelites' 
with such zeal for their sovereign, ihat they eagerly propo* 
9ed to put those persons to death who had refused to ac- 
knowledge his atnhority. But Saul generously checked their 
zeal, and refused to have the commencement of his rcign^ 
and the glory of that day In which Giid had crowned his^ 
arip^ with victory, stained by shedding, the blood of his g^ec*> 
gondii cnemifts* 
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Q^ What method did Samuel take to justify bis adminis* 
tratiofi ? 

A, The people Heinj; assemhled at GHgal, where they had 
cefebrated their late victories with fiacrifices, and confirmed 
ftie kingdom to Saul, Samuel embraced Ihis opportunity to 
ap)>^al to tbe people and their king, to judge if he had not 
ruled laraaitvitb perfect integrity, efen from his childhood 
to tbe present day. The people with on^froice acknowledg- 
ed tlie equity of his ^vernm^ot 

Q. How long did Samuel judge Israel ? 

A, He is supposed to have been about' 1 a when EHdipd, 
and S8 when he assembled the people at Mizpeh, and :«t thi* 
time about 60. From a fihild he had been labouring for the. 
rood of his people, and now, when he was old and grey- 
headed, they hadf rejected him. 
. Q« How did he convince ^hia cou&trymen of their guilt ? 

JL After recapitoiatiof^ ail the wondnrs which Grod had 
wrought for his people, he coovineed them of their ingrati- 
tude and unbelief, by praying that Ood would send a storm 
of thunder and rain, which took place immediately, though 
It was then wheat harvest, when rain was ve ry uncommon.. 
This storm, which was doubtleas violent, being pre dieted and 
called for by Samuel, greatly alarmed the consciences of the 
people, and they entreated Samuel to pray for them that 
they perished not for th<^ir great sins* , 

Q. Ih what manner did Samuel compose tbe agitated spi- 
rits of his ccnuitrymen ? 

Am He exhorted them not to fear destruction ; fdr if the^y 
<A>eyed the laws of Ood, be would grant them his special fa^ 
vDur, and would direct the counsels of their kinp:, as be had 
done those of their judges ; but if they or their king rebelled 
against htm, he wotild cast them o£ 

Q. What was the next war in which Saul was engagj^'d ? 

A, In the second year of his reign, the Philistines came 
against him with a very large army, to avenge the garrison of 
Geba, which had been recently cut off by Jonathan, the son 
of Saul. The Israelites were overwhelmed with consterna- 
tion, at the sight of this formidable force, and either refused 
to obey their king, when summoned to battle, or speedily de- 
serted his standard, and fled in great numbers to caverns and 
thick forests for shelter: Others retreated beyond Jordan, 
and basely left the land of promise open to the incursions of 
their eneuiy. The few who remained with Saul, trembled 
as they followed him t0 the field of battle. To add to the 
general coostematioo, the Philistines had craftily deprived 
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the Hebrews af all kincU of vrenpons ; so thut when Saul 
came to examine his little army, tnere was neither sword or 
sf^ear found in tUe hands of any man except the king and kia 
S041 Jonathan. 

Q. How could this be 80 soon after the glorious victor^ 
gained over the Ammonites.?- 

•A. During the forty yearJ in which the Phiiistfhes govern- 
ed Israel, they were forMdden to practide.the trade of 
anniths. After th« termination of that rfavery, the Israelite^ 
did not rtadily resume the tra^e. The Philistines had gar- 
riaons in many parts of the land, and tile Israelites resoHed 
to the smiths diveiling; in those garrisons, for such work as 
tliey needed. We may readily eonceive, that the Philistines 
would take every method to prevent the Hebrews from oh- 
tainin^ arms, pailicularly at this time, when they exnected a 
. iirar with Saul. The Israelites used bows, slings, and j^avelins 
in war, and with these it is probable the people were armed ; 
^hile those w|bb had armour in the late war, had deserted, 
Providence so ordering events, that they who 'expected to 
look formidable un^^r kingly government, might appear con- 
tennptihre ; not that the Lord had forsaken his people, but as 
a lesson of homility, to teach them not to depend upori 
aword^ or spears, but on the Alnjighty, for victor^', 
» Q. Was not ^aul greatly discouraged at his situation ? 

A, He vvas: Samuel the propbf^t, had comm^ded him to 
wait his arrival, before he engaged the enemy : Saul waited 
s^ven'days in this distressed situation, and as Samuel did not 
arrive, he ventured to offer the sacrifices without his Pi'es- 
ence, and probably officiated as priest himself. The vietim 
Tvas scarcely consumed, when Samuel arrived, and reproved 
Saul for his impatience. Saul endeavoured to excuse bis 
conduct, from the urgent necessity of his afab^. Samoei 
informed him that he had acted foolishly, in disobeying the 
commandment of God, which had been given him as a test 
of his faith ; that, for this act, the kingdom should be taken 
from him, artd conferred upon a itiore obedient sovereign. 
Samuel, after uttering tills prediction, dcpartedfrpm Saurit. 

$. Did Saiil take any measures to move God to rever«« 
iWd decree ? 

^, It seems He did not ; but, after Stamnel's dpparture, be 
-appearato have sent for Ahiah, the ^andsovi of Eli, who was 
then high priest, who brought with him his robes of ceremo- 
liy, with the Ui im and Thummim, and the Ark of the Cove- 
nant also. ' Saul, bavitrg these tokens of the divine presenee^ 
waited for the epcmies* approach, though not with that<?ottr- 
j^e wJiuch a prober coaduol: woisld hwe Inspired. ~ 
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^ How was Saul and his unarmed fortes firotected ttdtai 

the Philistines ? 

•i. The h»nd of Ood was fisible in rcatmioing the vast 
army of the Philisthies rrom assaulting the small company of 
Uthe Israelites. They sciit out three detachments to plunder 
tlie fi rtile territories of Canaan, but kept the main body of 
the army entrenched in a fortlAed camp, in a situation almost 
4n}\rcessihU!. 

<2. Wjiich of Uie Israelites had the coumjj^e to attack this 
greiit army in their advantageous situation ? . 

w9. Jonathan the sen of Saul, (excited no doubt by a divine 
impulse,) proposed to his armour-bearer that they two shouUl 
make an assault upon the Philistine camp, and perhaps Goit 
would detiver Israel by their hands ; oitserving that God 
" •eould sa\'e by two as easily as by a mij^ity host. Jonathan's 
armour-bearer, being a man of the same spirit with himself, 
I'eadily consented to the proposal. 

Of Was not this a presumptuous arlioo, tempting Qod to 
avork a miracle for tb(ur deliverance? 

•^ Jonathan knew the laraeUtes were Ae covenant P^t^plB 
of God, who were oppressed by the uncircumcised Philis- 
tines: he ex^pected the Lord would appear for them, in ui 
extraordinary manner, as he had done for their fathers. Yet, 
not to be too presumptuous, he. askt^d a token from God, as 
a proof that his faith was founded upon a sure basis. 

Q. What was the token? % 

jS^ Jonathan proposed to ^ass over unto the enemies* 
camp, and if the Philistines warned them to tarry till they 
were attacked, they would consider it as a divine monitioa 
to keep their station, and act only upon the defensive ; butrif 
they challenged them to come up to their camp, tbev wiuild 
consider it a signal that God intended to prosper their en- 
deavours, and would climb up the steep rock and attack ihe 
enemy. 

<^. Whaft succe«i had they wthis enterprise ? 

A. IVhen the Philistines perceived Jonathan and hm ai^ 
ftour-^earer, they insultingly invited them to ascend the 
rock ; they did so, and attacked tlie enemy, who were seiz- 
ed with such ti;erobling and fear, that they did not ^tempt 
to defend themselves: Jonathan and his armour-bearer slew 
•about thirty men. An earthquake, which took place at th« 
«ame time, increased their terror: So great was their coa- 
stemation, that not onlj the garrison, but the whole army 
quaked with fear, and imstaking each other for the Israeliteg, 
wiiom they si^posed to be in ue midst of their camp, they 
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«lew ©nc another. Saul's centinels, perceiving the enemy to 
bclfi confu^iort, acquainted the king, who iiDiuediately num- 
bered the pnople, to find who bad gone out io attack the 
en<}my, and foaad to his great aUoniahmeDt,1hat oniy Jona-* 
than and his armour-bearer were missing. 

Q. What course did Saul puraue upon this discorery? 

»^. He. coramaoded Ahial) the priest to bring the ark be- 
fore him, and consult the Lord, whether he ought to attack 
4he Philistines or not ; justly questioning if it were proper for 
him to assist in a work which God had hepun without him : 
in the mean time, Saul perceiving the confusion in the ene- 
my's cump increased, suffered his impatient spirit again to 
overcome him, as it had done on a former occasion, and, m- 
-stead of waiting f«r Ahiah's answer, hastily determined to 
march against the enemy, without ascertaining whether it 
fva» the will of Qod to accept his services. 

Q. Were his services accepted? 

•^. It pleased God not only to employ Saul's little army, 
bat the captives *vho had been taken by the enemy, as well 
as the deserters and fugitives, In crushing the Philistines. 

Q. What folly was Sauj guilty of in this battle? 

jf . Of rashly aod wickedly prohibiting his followers from 
tasting any food, on penalty of an awful curse, devoUng the 
offender to utter destruction ; adding, not that the Lord, but 
that I, may be avenged of ray enemies ; proudly arrogatiog 
to himself the honor of the victory. The people, fearing 
the curse, abstajaed not only from food, but from tasting ho- 
ney whiclh lay in their way, and with which they might have 
refreshed themselves without loss f f time, and retained 
strength to have made a much greater slaughter of the Philis- 
tines. Jonathan, who knew not of his father's cursej tasted 
the honey when he was faint with hunger, ttnd was sensibly 
revived. 4o the evening, the people being faint with hunger 
and fatigue, were tempted hastily to kill ttte cattle they had 
takeoi and eat before the flesh was drained of the blood, di- 
rectly contrary to the law, ontil they were restrained i^ 
SailkurB authority. . . f . 

^ How was SAuI made acquainted with Jooatban's delin- 
queoey ? 

A. When the people were refreshed, Saul proposed to 
pursue and exterminate the enemy. Ahiah the high priest^ 
advised him first to consult the Lord by Urim and Thum- 
mim, whether be would grant him success. &ul consented ; 
when no answer was returned, the king justly concluded tha|, 
the Lord was ofieoded, anddQ^j^edtodiiCoverjtbe cans?;" 
F 
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Had be [lossaBcd any degree of sdf knowledge, be mljgbt 
justiv have diacov^ered it in his «>wn prid^ and self wilL The 
liorav hotee^er, wtia pleased Ibat tne conduct of Jonatban, 
lyho had unwarily exposed binoaelf to the ciii'se .deoouaced 
by fats father, should be discovered^ as the reason wh^ be 
would not at this time answer the enquiries of the high priest 'j 
that the people might be convinced of their folly, in' reject- 
ing the government of a Wise and pSous prophet, whose pra;^- 
ers procured them blessings, for a young, proud and ambi- 
tious king, whose curses brought wrath upon them. Before 
the lots were cast, Saul, with the same rash and profane 
spirit as in the former curse, swore, that if the lot fell upon 
Jonathan, he should die, without knowing whether the crime " 
committed deserved death, or whether it might not be exjpi- 
•ted by a sin-offerings ^ 

Q. When Saul discovered Jonathan to ho the offender, did 
he still hold to bis resolution of depriving him of life? 

vl. Saul, without any humiliation for his ofvn sin in thii^ 
afflicting Israel, pretending great zeal for the glory of God^ 
and the obligation of an oath, but in reality tenacious of hl!i* 
own will and authority^ proceeded, without any relentidg of 
paternal affection, to pronounce sentence upon his vatiant 
and pious ?on ; but the people^ who felt that the king was 
the real offender, rescued him from his father. 

Qi. Were there anymore remarkable events in 'this reign "f 

•tf.' After thiiB important victory, Saul's authority vvasi feffy ' 
establish^ ; and tnough the Lord was dii^pleased with' bimV 
and ptn-pOsed to set aside his family, yet he gave hiita satcess' 
in Uie vvatrs which he engaged in with several nations which • 
oppre^^d Israel. ITibtigh his retgn v^as in general pr69per»' 
ous, he wjfstmabfe to subdute the Philistine^, harvingf missed' ' 
the opportunity irhich Clod had offered hrm. 

Q; What act of disobedience decided the fate of '^ul» and 
excluded his family frbmi the throne ? 

•4i Samt2el was sent to him, with a special- message from 
God, to march against and utterly destroy the Amaiekites. 
The Amalekites had. been condemned to total destruction by 
6od-a- long tiiiie'bfeftire thf^-; but tffe nation had beiert spar*| 
until it had fiHed up the measure of its iniquity. Now it hadf 
beobdieao'complelely^defim^d, that a rigfeiteoils avd holy 
G(^d««eltoinedtoswsfe<»p itfrDYiithe'faee of the e^th, atHl* 
8au[i wks cotniKiitiSidiied asHhe iAst^Uttnent df bj^ Vjen^eance^. 
Biiti iilBteadf^f ^t^rly diSBtmytn^ the'^alion, he'spat>ed Aj^ag, ^ 
ihUf> klnilv pwfottbly to gt^et ' his iti\mpt^ and tl«g ^mxipl^ 
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f^. Whatejicuse did Saul make to Samuel for saving. th« 
spoil of tho enemy ? 

w7. He pretended that the people had saved the spoil at 
.an ofiTering to the Lord. Siimuel replied that God had mor^ 
delight io obcdieoce than io thousands of burnt-oficriogs | 
£md that for this aet of rehellion, God would rend the ki^g- 
oom from him, and give it to another who would prove mprc 
obedient. 

Q. Haw did Saul behave upon receiving his final sentence ? 

j1. He could no louder deny his offence, yet. still persisted 
io transferrino; the. blame to :the people, forgettii^; that .he 
was not afraid to enforce his owjn prohibitions, jthough^he 
^p^eared to suppose he was imable Xp enforce God's com- 
xuands. He seemed also more fearful of Saaiuel's auger 
than the Lord's, and begged him to pardon fa^s,'^, as if Jhe 
jtossessed auttiority to reverae-the,8enteiM:e.God had 4e- 
fiouoeed. Saul also entreated =Samuel jto rem^jn with hku* 
;Whi)e he offered the cu9tom9ry:S^cri0ces to. honor him before 
^thorelders of Israel : Samuel, after.^pauch.^ut^eaty^vemaiDfd* 

Q. What became of Agag ? 

;«4.' Samuel commanded the royal cap^e to be-brQU|^ht 
•before . him, and , after seiterely reb^kipg hjm fof! his tyranoy 
.and thirst of blood, ordered him* to be .slain. 

Q. Was not that a wicked action in Samuel ? 

ji. The laws of hooor as well as humanity, forbid slaying 
a captive ; but Agag was no better than a leader. of banditti, 
who had been condemned to die by the great Kiog of the 
nniverae: \i was pot therefore lawful to spare him»ta»d. .Smu- 
«iel, as God's servant, was bound to execute .the «eiitQi|^e 
ivhich Saul bad evaded. 

Q. Did Samuel continue with Saul after this tr&fisaetion ? 

A, No : he withdrew entirely from court ; jet be 'mourned 
Ibr Saul daily, ^mtilhe was reproved by his Maker, >^nd e^i^. 
maoded to gato tbeliouae of ^esse of ^eitbleh^HUiftudraBOJAt a 
new king 9ver.(si:|U)l. [B. €. 1067.] 

j^ What passed At thiftcereiyioi^l? 

,«if. Though Samuel :eontinued to -nKiiirnTOiier-Bfttil, be be- 
held. Samuel with a jealous eye. The prophet therefof e f^P* 
.ouired of God, how he could anoint. a successor, without tn- 
fOangeriqg his own life. God .commanded him ^o take no 
heifer, and go to Bethlehetn;!, opiiretenceof merely ofletwg 
iVL sacrifice, pod, while th^^^ fto .-ajRokit tQAe i^fti^MWpS ' 
Jesse, as their future king. 
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Q. How did the elders of Bethlehem reeeive Siimucl'? 

A. They were aiarmed at his approach, .fear'mg Ife wa» 
about to denounce some heavy judgment fions God for iht'if 
sins; but Samuel assured them that, on the contrary, he had 
come to unite with them in sat5rife!e, and to keep a feast to 
the Lord. Id the meantime he informed Jesse of the whole 
purport of his visit, and commanded him to present his sQn& > 
nefore the Lord, that he might anoint Saul's successor from 
amotig them. 

Q. Which of Jesse's son3 was the destined king ? 

»1^ Jesse first caused his eldest son to pass before SannueL 
Wherf the pi-ophet beheld his maiestic aeportment, and un- 
' common beauty, he said surely this is the Lord's anointed. 
But God informed Samae],that he regarded not the beauty of 
' the person, but the excellence of the heart, and that this was 
»ot his chosen servant. Samud did not fully understand 
that God gave Israeltheir first king in anger, a man afeer 
their own deshre, beautiful in person, proud, ambitious, and 
wartike, but destitute of the grace of God; and that now he 
miended to give them a king in mercy, who should excel in 
strong faith, active piety, and benevolence towards hrsT fel- 
low-creatures. Samuel then desired Jesse to shew hrm all 
bis sons. Jesse commanded five other of his sons to^pass 
before Samuel. When the prophet saw tliat they were no 
' way inferior to their elder brother in comeliness of persani 
be enquired of God which of them he had chosen for their 
hing. And when Samuel found God had rejected fhem all, 
be enquired of Jesse if he had yet another son. Jesse repli- 
ed that he had one, who was very jroong, a shepherd, who 
toojc care of the flock?. Samuel desired to have Wm called 
immediately, for he would not sit down to the feast Until he 
]biad seen him. 

Q. Did this youth prove to1>e the person choseWof God ? 

A, When David (fi^r that was the nape of the young shep- 
herd) appeared before the prophet, God commanded him to 
dnoint him king over Israel, which ceremony appears to hare 
been performed in the presence of his brethren, thotigb it 
was kept secret from the rest of his countrymen. 

Q. Did not his brethren attempt to oppose his election ? 

A, They did not attempt to set aside God's appointment, 
thoufi^h they were not free fVom envy and jealousy; neither 
did David consider himself as king, but only pointed out aa 
Saul's successor. From this time he was evidently endued 
with a spirit of wisdom from God ; which in proportion de- 
parted from Saul, and he because incapable of public busi^ 
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beflOB, and at times feU into such fits ofmelinichbly depression, 
as almost deprived him ofreasoo. 

Q, What metl)od did his courtiers piopose to drive away, 
these fits of despair ? 

A0 They proposed to- procure a person eminentJy skilled 
10 playing upou the harp ; sugs^estiog that the evil demon, 
which God permitted to tVouble him^ would be charmed 
away by the strains of sweet music 

Q. Was Saul pleased wflli this proposal ? 

A, He commanded that a person well skilled in music 
should be sought .after immediately : One of hb servants 
mentioned Qavid, the son of Jesse, who was comely in per- 
bon, very skilful in playing the harp, and a composer of sa- 
cred hymns, who, though but a mere youth, bail already 
distinguished himself in the field of battle, and by wisdom 
in the ordinary concerns of life; This account of Da\id. 
nleased the kintrvwho-sent to Jesse, desiring that David mij^ht > 
be taken from uie sheep fold, and sent to wait on him. . 

Q. Did Jesse comply with the king^s request? 

»!• Jesse piepared a present, and sent it by the hand of 
David. Saul beheld the youth with admiration and love, 
vvbich was increased upon further acquaintance. He con- 
ferred upon ;^*n the office of armour-bearer. David's skill ' 
ill music succeeded beyond expectation ; he soothed the 
irritated' mind of Saul; the demon departed, and he regained 
his former cheerfulness. Davidj bemg no longer wanted, 
returned witb perfect contentment to the care of his flocks, 
and waasoon forgotten at court. The hand of tHe Lord was 
manifest in this transaction iq bringing David into notice,- 
and shewing, the people Bis tidents and self command. 

Q. Ucm long, was Datid eonfined to the obscurity- of a 
shepherd*8 life ?- 

A. It is u^'f er^aln ; Imt probably two or three years elap* 
sed, during which time Saul appears to have retained 'bia 
eheerfulness'and vigour; for we find him at the head of the 
army cc^llected to oppose the Philistines, who had invaded' 
Israel with almighty force*. 

^. In what manner was David introduced to public notices 
durkig'tbe war ?. * 

A. While the two armies lay encamped on opposite hillsi 
with the valley of Elah. between them, a mighty warrior, 
whose height was upward of ten feet^ and the weight of 
whose armour shewed that his bulk and strength were pro* 
portioned to his height, advanced with threatening gestures- 
t» challenge any individual of the Israelites, to decide b^ 
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^iQ(|;Ie combat, which nation flhould now mle, <;^Dd .whtcli 
obey. This chatleoge, with contemptuons defianoe of Isme^ 
the, giant Qotiath repeated during forty days. Such was'^tho 
despondency ofSaul and his arttoy, tmrt no one h^d courage, 
liy their «wn prowess, pr by a general assault upon the Phi* 
Tistines^ to silence this proud blasphemous boaster, till David, 
•who had been sent by his father with a present to his bretli- 
ren, accepted the challenge. 

Q. What motires indnced David to accept GoliaUi*s chal^ 
lence ? 

iS, Wherf he Entered the camp to enquire after his breth- 
'Ten's welfare, GorKath came forth with his daily menace, and 
the army of Saol, which was drawn forth for battle^ fled be- 
fore hlhj. DaVM emiuired the cause of this terror, and wa» 
informed, that the king bad promised his daughter to avff. 
Ipet^on who'would slay the giant, and wipe away tlie dia-_ 
'grace from Israel. Davtd, -filled with zeal for the cause of 
'Gody Iminediately accepted the challenge, though bia elder 
brotherfiliab, hy unjust and envious insinuations, endeavor^ 
to prevent hkia. 

>j4> M^haClr^plyfdid Dairid make to hk liroiberFs unjust 
•AsiitePBions? 

A^He took no notice of the reproaches ca^t i^n'his cha- 
^ fttcter, nor of the f^he reason his brothers assigned -for hSa 
'.coming into the arnay, but. merely replied, What have' I now 
'idone ? *Is there not a cause? Should not every Israelite feel 
'an holy in>dignattoii at hearing Israel and the God of *Isra)el 
;defi£!d, ^iid shoohl not some one venture his iife;opon this 
occasion? 

^. Did Saul permit a youth like David to venture bis fife 
against so dreaded a foe? 

la, Saul wa«: onwilllng to pemiit' him^ to engage, untir Da- 
vid informed him, that he had, in defence of his flock, slain 
-%otb s tidnaiid a bearj^nd the same-God who had gi^eniiim 
ithe victory overthese wikt beasts .«f tlie wilderness, would 
;^glve this savage heathen into : his hands. ' Saul's raitictaDce 
and f!»ar weri^ dissipated by the faith and coinage of David^ 
and he consented that the young abepherd should; go -loilh 
^'tihe champion oMan^l. 

Q. Will you relate the circumstances of tfaevoiitbat? 
i^. ^ Saul ^^aused D«vid ' to* be equipped (with a bralKen.hel* 
^inet and a -coat of mail ; but David «faad net been accustomed 
'^o fttteh' armom*, ^and waa not w^ng to go forth encumbered 
<*#ith1t/ atid 'bM9o4ight ^ kkig to permit him to ewe the 
' tn^aYis of 'd<^fen6e to which^e^was ateewtavicd. David ac- 
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ii}t04i«8he(iberd'9;lM, and ba?4fl|r a sliqg in Ilia r^ bt hand, he 
wentfoftb to meet'UoUatb. When tlie proud giaat beheld a 
.youth unarmed approach to 4ght him, ha wna enraged he- 
-jroodnieasure ; curun^ him in the name of his god, he badc^ 
•ntra advaipce that he might give- his Eesh to the beasts of the 
"field and the fowls of the air } hut David replied, *^ tboocom- 
est t.0 me with a sword, a spear and a shield, but I come in 
the name of the Lord of hosts, the 'God of the armies of Is- 
^Tawl, whom thou hast defiedf and who will ttiis day deliver 
: thee into my hand,>andl will cut off thy head, and the Lord 
' will.giv^ thy. carcase, and the carcases of the PhUisthies, this 
.day to the fowls of the air, and tbewild beasts of the 6eld^ 
ithat the whole earth mav know that there is no Ood to 'be 
.compared to the^God or Israel." Oi^iath enraged beyond 
««larance at these assertions, basteniMl forward to meet Da- 
^id, ' but before he eoukl reach him, a stone from David'a 
-sitng sunk into his forehead and felled hjm to tiio -ground i 
'Dairid immediately sprung upon the fallen giant, dre«f> Goli- 
ath's sword from its sheath and cot off his head. 

* Q. Did not the Philistines revetige the death^of4faeir cham- 
pion ? 

*^ When they aaw Goliath lall, they HedCpOm their <am|» 
in the utmost confusion, and the IsraoUtea puraued i them 
with prodlgiouslbiaughter to the very gates of GatkAodEc- 
ron. 
•Q. How -^aa Saul pleasad with Davfd'd^ heroism? 
•d. He appeared greatly pleased At ihr^t, arid enquired of 
Abner the general of his army, who ^vas the father of this 
brave youth ; Abner could not inform him. When David ap- 
proached the king and presented the head of Goliath, ^Saul 
enquired with evident m^rks of admiration who he was. — 
David with.great modesty replied, I am the aoAof thy ser- 
vant Jesse, the Bethlehemite. 

^Q, How came Saul not to recollect. David ? 
Jtf. ^ioffs, -eapiecially such as Saul, have so many > new ^at- 
4etfdaiitsniat'tbeyfoi^l their eld acquaintance ; the change 
-of dress fmma coaHier to a shepherd, must have <nade»a 
•great alteration- in Da vid?s appearance ; some months, if not 
'years, (had iBtervened aine^ne ««aited on the>king. iTheae 
ichrcumstances united with Said's disordered aafiad Teoder 
^>hiB forget fulness of David very natural ? 

:Q. How did Jonathan the son of Snul feel ' towards tins, 
young rival ? 

Ji, The 4aMde»ty, piety atfd r«ilh of Datid, weveiso con- 
.vkMuil^iothe diwraoter /of :^J«aathiiD|.th»ti they attracted hift 



d by Google 



et ^ UNIVERSAL 

m i3t coi'didl «steem and afTe ction. David retume J the ^y- 
interested lore of J^onaliian, with a frieDd^hip equally ardent, 
and from this time to the day of their death, no jealouay in- 
terrupted their mutiu)! re,^ai'd ; this wa9 most honourable for 
Jonathan, as he knew that David was anointed to be king 
and that he and his family were eircfuded. 

Q, What first aroused Saurajealousy against David ? 

^. Saul kept David at eounl and bestowed on him some 
high military station about his person. Oq their triumphant 
return to Jerusulcm, after the defeat of the FhilistineSi the 
women, according to the customs </f the times, came f^rth. 
to meet the victorious army, with instruments' of music, and 
vinging an od« com^xised ujion tlu^ occasion. The matrons 
i^ang, Saul tiath &lain hisr' thousands ; the virgins replied, 
David hath skin his' ten thousands : when the king heard 
the greater praise bestowed upon David, his jealousy was 
Koused ; be no longer doubted but tliis was the man that wafr 
to supplant him in the kingdom. 

Q, How did Saul conduct towards D^vid, after he be- 
came jealous bf bis popularity ? 

' A, From that time he regarded David 'with an«nvious eye 
nnd sought an opportucity to desii-oy him^ 

Q, What was thefirsfattempthe made to take David'klifeE 

jI. When Saul gave way to his malevolence, God permit- 
ted the evil spirit agjiin to trouble him» and David resumed 
*his harp to sooth hiai ; being under the iaQuence of a super- 
natural agent, Saul behaved in some respects as the true 
prophets do when inspired by the holy spirit. But v» hether 
ne assumed tliis appearance to cloke his attempt of murder* 
ing David, or whether Satan wrought upon hira till he seem- 
ed to prophecy, is not certain ; but whatever influence Satan 
had upon his mind, he acted from deliberate malice, for while 
David Was playing to n^lieve bis melancho'y, he attentpted 
to kill him with a javelin, whicli he held ioi^is hand, in place 
of a sceptre. Twice the envious monarch east the well aim- 
ed jav«Iin at the innocent youtli^ and twiee by the favor of 
Heaven^ he avoided the meditated blow: the deliverance 
was so extraordinary as to overwbelm«the guilty king with 
fear, but not to produce submission to the disposal of Provi- 
dence. Saul, to conceal the fear he entertained for David 
and to lessen.the disadvantage of daily contrast with him, 
gave him command over a distant department of his army» 

Q. How did David behave in this new statioa ? 

•^ He conducted with so much valour and prudence as to 
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gafn (!ie love, not only of the troops immiecftately uo<!i?r im 
^ainmand, but of all Israel and Judah.-JL^ 

Q* How did* Saul support David's cntfreased popularity ? 

.^. His hatred encrcased with David's fame, but he feared . 
to put him to death, lest he should occasion a revolt among, 
llie people. The king's eldest daughter hud been promised 
as a reward to the champion who should slay Goliath, but tlifi 
promise had not been fiiFfitted to David : Saul noxv renewed 
the ew^gagenrcnt', on condition of his making uncommon ex- 
ertions to destroy the Lord's enemies ; he was prompted by 
malice to make this proposal, in hopes David would fall in- 
batt*e. David did not appear very soticitous of the honoar 
of "Saul's alliance, yet he did not refuse the stipulated eondi- 
tions^ When he had by his valour deserved the promtsc^i 
reward-, Saul a£rronted him In the grossesl manner by giving 
hrs daughter to another. 

Q, t>\d not these repeated insults and injnnes arouse 
David's resentment ? 

Ji, However deeply he felt these indignities, he expressed^ 
no resentment, but, on the contrary, when Saul proposed to 
give him his second daoghter Michal in marriage, lie waved 
the dignity on account of bis own inferiority ^ wiUiout glan- 
^ etng at the king's former perfidy. 

Q. What answer did Saul return to David's modest refu- 
sal ? 

. A. He replied that he did not look for wealth or rank in 
his son-inrk\w, br.t valour and wisdoic» ; that all the dowry he 
required was an hundred heads of the Philistines, <hnt h« 
xnight be avenged upon his enemies, hoping that David might 
£all by their hand. 

Q. How was David pleased with this proposal ? ^ 

A, David accepted the king's offer. As an acii-v.c war sub- 
sisted at that time betw«c«i Israel and the Philistines, David' 
soon found an opportunity of slaying ki battle, twice the stip- 
ulated number of the king's enemies, and obtained the hand 
of Michal 

Q, Was Saul j^oased that David should be his son-in-law ? 

J?. His fear and hatred were cncreased, by this alliance : 
he kaew that Michal was ardently attached to David, and • 
the very dangers to which he had exposed him, to obtain 
her hand, had encicased his reputation. His hatred and fear 
were redoubled, by the valour and prudence displayed by 
David, in another formidable incursion of the Philistines; 
forget fut of consequences, he commanded Jonathan and hi» 
servants to kill him. 
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Q. Did not JonatBan tak&meaHures to preserve the life of 
his friend? 

Ji. Jonathan brouzht such forcible arguments to c<Snvinee 
&aui of David's fidelity and worth, that he for a time disnus- 
sed his jealousy and admitted David again to favor. 

?. Could David dismiss his fear and repose full confidence 
aul ? 
j^. It is not probable tliat David could feel entire eonfi- 
dence in Saul's assurauees of friendship, yet trusting in GUatd's 
-protection, he .did not shun the perils annexed to his situa- 
tion ; though he knew that his military reputation was the 
»CBU8ier of Baul's ,env.y, he did not neglect bts post in the ^^y 
-of iMbtHer but by ne«¥ acts of valour added to bis fopnwr fame 
.and Saul's disquietude ; neither did he negleet to plaT the 
-Jbarp! before Saul, when the eviV.sjMrit trouSbled him, though 
he saw the javelin in his hand which he had before so . q^- 
rowly esc^ed. 

Q. Did Saul again attempt to slay 'I^avid wltjihis o«^ 
Aand? 

4^. Yes,hecast his javc-vnatbltti^vith such force tibtfit «t 
i.|9assed into the w,a41, but David avoided the blow,. ;a«d. 09- 
caped to:hisowjciJiOMse. ^SaMl set watohmen ar<mnd David^s 
house to slay him in the mjEHlsing : -Mietal .fa«Sid m^Mxi^M 
.i^f^t his escape. 

Q. In what manner d)d she effect it ? 

•4. She let him down from a window Sy a cord, and tO 
prevent its immediate discovery made an image and laid it in 
her bed, pretending that her husband was sick, and by Chat 
means David had tame to reach a plaee4>f safety. He pon- 
ced the fifty -ninth Psalm at this time. 

Q. Did Sad make any further attempts upon David's life 
At this time ? 

^ A, When he was informed that David was sick, he orderetl 
him to be brought in his bed, that he might put him to death. 
This command exhibits the savage cruelty of Saul, who it 
seems could not be satisfied with the death of his faithful 
•servant, unless he had the satisfaction of slaying him with 
bis own hands. 

Q. Was Michal's conduct proper upon this occasion? 

.^. Her attachment to her husband was commendable ; 
her stratagem to giin time until David should be at a dis- 
tance, was allowable ; but, in the course of this transaction, 
she told several direct falsehoods, for.which she had not even 
the plea, of necessity. A dread of the tyrannical leijiper of 



d by Google 



4ier'fai(lier,forisiiitbe only apology ; but cveh thdt cannot 
atone for tlfe lie. 

.Q* Where did liavid fly for protection ? 

Ai He fi«rd to Racpab.to the aged prophet Samuel, and ac- 
quaifited bkn with all th»i had hefaUen him. SauMiel too^ 
David ivith him to ^kaioth near Ratnah, w here it is suppo^d 
the^Beminary of the prophets was placed, and on that account 
it was held sticred. / 

Q.^ Was Saql made acquainted with the plac^e of David's 
retreat ? 

A, A king never wants for iofornjefs: Sairi sooo-Ieamt 
where he was, and sent soldiers to take him : when they 
caDQie to Naioth, and saw the venerable company. of proph- 
ets prophesying, they became partakers of the divine spirit,- 
and began to prophesy. When Saul wa» njade acquainted 
wiiji this wonderful event, be sent another hand of soldiera- 
to apprehend David, who were seized in the sanx^ manuAsr 
as the first ; the king, determined not be dtfcmted in his pur- 
pose, sent a third cooipany, which prophesying also, Saul's; 
wrath was kindled at these repeated dii^appointments, and 
hej w^nt to P^afOth in g^feat haste himself, dctermmed to takre 
Dirvid ; but, beforie he reaehsetd tbe confines of Naioth, he* 
too was seized with the^irit of prophesy. Saul's mind be- 
came sd*' disordered, be wasunder such vehement agitatloo 
.of ^iritSj that he cast off his^garments, and Iny on the ground- 
al}-wat day and night, in the presence jof Samttei and David. 
This extraordinary sight made every one extlaam^ ^'Is S&til 
also amoiig the pK»phets ?" 

§; Wliat are we to uad^i^stand bjr the spirttof inspiration 
pyi^n to Saul and hk servants ? 

A*^ It was a miracutoas display of divine power to pre'-' 
s^ire'his'faifhful servants from destriiction ; but no proof, , 
that either Saul or his servants vvere good men ; the wild 
and violet agi&tions of Saul* seem to have been no other 
tban demoniacal. That same demon, which was permitted 
tto hnunt him since be was forsaken of God, and which al- 
ways disappeared before the |»acred music of David,, was. 
now in a judicial way brought upon him to save the Hie of 
DaHd, and'cxpose Saul to eontempjt and derision ; such vio- 
lent and wild agitations are never mentiortedof triae pTopb-' 
ets when under the ins|)hration of Qod^s spirit. 

Qi. Wa»Joiistban^> acquainted with SouiV dtti^^^'agafflVt" 
DftVict? 

A^ fife #a¥'n<rt: birt't^rWte S^aitf ^m cfeyained at N^iotfe'; 
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the state of his affaire. Jonathan could not believe that his 
father Iwd so soon forgottetttbe solemn Oath he had takfeh 
not to destroy David, and attributed his late attempts rafheV 
to his distempered mind, than any fixed purpose to slay hw 
friend ; but Uavid assured hira tiiat his fears were well /oun^ 
d«d, whida laid him under the ntecessily of quitting Saul's 
srrvice forever ; he conjured Jonathan by the sacred bond 
of friendship that snbwsted between them, to fonn sotue 
plan for bis preservation, or, if b# judged him worthy of 
death, to slay him with hisowu hands. 

Q. What effect did the conclusion of David's speech pro- 
duce upon the affectionate heart of Jonathan ? 

A. His feelings were deeply wounded by David's implied 
Rlispiciona, and he promised to do whatever he required of 
him ; at this ioterview,these rival friends renewed the sacred 
compact between them. Jonatlian engaged, on his part, to 
discover his father's real intentions towards David, but re- 
quired in his turn, that David should swear to protect. hina- 
aelf and his children, when the Lord should give bim the 
throne of his father Saul. 

Q. Was it proper for Jonathan (e make a eoveoaiit with 
David, when he knew he was to sufkplant his father on the 
throne ? 

JL The kto^om of Israel had not as y^et t>e<*ofne heredi- 
tary ; God, who was the king and governor of his pooole, 
disposed of the crswn by direct appointment. Jonathan 
kaew that it was God*s purpose to .set aside hts own' innMy 
for David's; bis li^art being not only magnanimous but holy, . 
he never attempted to counteract God's decrees, but,.OQ Ibe 
contrary, did full justice to the merits of his rival, entertain- 
ing for njm the most ardent and generous friendship ; with- 
out deserting from his duty as a son, he took every lawful 
Ittjethod to preserve the life of David. 

Q. What method did he sugifest at this time ? 

«ifl. It was agreed between the two friends, that David should 
G^ceal himself, in a certain field, during the feast of the 
new moon, which was to foeginM)n the next day, and that if 
Sful enquired) why h0 was afaseat, Jonathan should reply, 
that he had given him permission to make a visit to his fa- 
therms family in Bethlehem. If the king sh4> wed great nnger 
at bis absence, Jonathan would know David's suspicitms 
were well fbiuided^ but, if be discovered no marks of dis- 
pleasure, Jonathan would have an opportunity of rectmci- 
ling him once more to bis friend. In caae Jonathan could not 
speak to David, they agreed upon a signal that would discor* 
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ift Baul's H^ieotieBs^ without betm^i^ Dayid's pliics of cod- 
ceahneot. ^ 

Q. What was to be the aignal ? 

.^. Jonathan en|:aged to rep&v lo Uie place appoioled fof 
David^s eoneeahnent, attended only by a sin^e servant 
*^ And if I find,'' said he, ** xny father well disjiosed toward 
thee, I will shoot three arrows at a mark and bid the young 
man gatbeNop the arrowy and brtagthem to me, for they are 
before him, know thou that no mischief is intended thee by 
my father ; but, if I say to t&e lad, behold, the arrows are 
beyond thee, then escape for thy life,^r the JUord hath sent 
thee away.*' Then assurii% David in the name of the l«ord 
that he would be ever mindful of their vow of fideKty, the 
two friends took an affectionate leave. 

O. How could David suppose that Saul w^uld expect him 
at that feast after his repeated attempts to kti\ him / 

A, Saul supposed his designs were not known to David^ 
and when he perceived his place empty on the first day of 
the feast, he made no remarks upon it, supposii^ that acci- 
dent had detained him fromthe duties of religion. But whnsny 
<m the second 4ay, ^e perceived his place was still va^^jsnty 
he enquired why the son of Jesse was absent. Jonathan 
informed him that David had requested to be excused from 
appearing at the kine's table, that he might ifieep the feast 
with his iather'is famy in Seihlefeem- 

Was not that exettse a falsehood ? 
It appears that David aettiilly went to Bethlehem, 
btit that be returned on the eve of thethiMl day, to the place 
appointed by Joni^than. 

Q. Was Saul angry when he found David waanot coming 
to tlie feast ? 

-A, His disappointment and rage knew no bounds ; ka , 
abused Jonathaii in the most scurrilous terms the langMage 



afford tid ; aec^aed him of conspiring with the son of < 
against him, and wh^) Jonathan endeasf^w^d by ^naJil 4 
tiilations to appease -bis father's wrath, he threw a |a»i»Mk a* 
iitm to take his liA». 

Q. How was Jonathan a£focfted ^ lib faflier^ iit}ttiioill 
treatment ? 

4* His hea)^ was ^Hedwiih grief and t^l^e; he fe6fe<d !^<omt 
the table to indulge his sorrow. Theaext morning he arase 
at the appointed 4ime, to meet David io t|ie ield, ^tA aftsr 
fihooting the arrows aceording to tha signel hMween- Uleia^ 
finding that he was not watched, lie seat Hie Msnto the eiljr 
with his amns»inkton, and renMiaad (ahave one faara.inlieiv 
^iew with bisl»ola4'«d and ixfoiiad fiievd^ In^|Ehiaiatart-i^r» 
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David shewed Jonathan all the reipect due to his rank, hb 
vinbtemished honor and disinterested fviendsl)ip, expressing 
ia the most glowing colours hrs gratitude and admiration of 
kit friend, and the deep anguish he felt at being exiled from 

S country, separated from his wife and friends, exchided 
ro the ordinances of God and the society of his people. 
Nothing can be conceived more affecting than the parting 
of these two friends, and it does not appear that they met 
but once more in this world. 

Q. What place afforded David a retreat Irom Saul^ re- 
tenge ? 

JL He went first to Nob4o enquire of the high priest, and 
to take leave of him and the sanctuary, probably expecting 
to find a friend in Ahimelich. Abim^ich appeared suspi- 
cious of David, and enquired why he came alone ; his cold 
reception proved a snare to David, and lest he should be 
betrayed to Saul or sent awav without refreshment, he 
framed a gross falsehood, which cannot be excused, and 
which led to fatal consequences. 

Q. What was the falsehood ? 

•tf. David told Ahimelich, that the king had sent him on 
secret and urgent business, and that his servants were at a 
small distance, but they were in want of refreshment. Ahi- 
melich supposed in such an extreme case that they might 
eat of the shew bread, which had been prepared for the 
priests, provided they were ceremonially clean. David as- 
aured them they were not only ceremonially clean, but were 
men of moral lives. Ahimelich supplied him w^ith bread for 
himself and followers. On David's asking him for a sword, 
^he gave lum the sword of Qoliath. 

^. To what place fled David after this interf iew with 
Ahimelich ? 

A Not wishiDg to Cake arms against Saul, and feeling 
himself unsafe in any city of Israel, he sought an asylum 
with Aehish king of Gath. The king was favourably dispo- 
Bed toward him, nut his courtiers remembered David's intre- 
pid actions ; a rumour seems also to have reached Gath 
that David had been anokited as future king of Isnael.; they 
therefore advised Aehish to put him to death. David was 
informed of their euspiclons, and to escape death, Ceigped 
himself a lunatic ; this deceived the Philistine courtiers^and 
gave him an opportunity of escaping. On this occasion he 
composed the 54th and ^th psalms. 

Q. In what place did be next seek shelter ? 

A. He retired to the cave of Adullamt which belonged te 
the tribe of Judafa ; while be waa hi this place, he Informed 
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\m fatlief and his brethren of bis retreat, and tbey ref^aired 
to him in the cave. Many others also fled to David, either 
tTrom a love of change or from fear of Saul's enereaung ty* 
ranny, which gave him the command of a small force con- 
sisting of four htindrcd ; but they acted entirely upon the 
defensive and indeed beeame protectors of their country. 

.Q; How was David's father and mother disposed of during 
his exile. 

. ^. He placed them under the protection of the king 'of 
Sloab. who being at variance with Saul, favoured the inter* 
est of David* 

Q. How long did be remain with the king of Moab? 

A, When he had sectn*ed an honourable retreat for hfs 
parents, David at the command of God, by the prophet 
Gad, returned again to his own country ; he first' repaired- 
to the forest of tiareth, where he continued but a short time, 
and then removed to the wildernese of Ziphy where he re- 
ceived a considerable reinforcement of adherents. 

Q. Where was king Saul at this time ; had he made any 
attempt to discover David's I'etreat ? 

A. Saul had fixed his standard on an eminence near Gi* 
beah; he seems to have been unde^ constant apprehensions 
of an attack either from David or some other enemy, for he 
went Always arm^d or kept a guard aroand his person. In 
this situation he received iniormation that David, With a 
considerable force, lay encamped io the wilderness of Ha-* 
reth. Being filled with rage and fear at the intelligenee, he 
broke butinto a most violent invective against his own triiie 
and the officers of his household, accusing them of uniting, 
ivith Jonathan to destroy him and place David upon the 
throne. 

Q. Did the ofUcera of Saul attempt to Tindieate their, 
conduct? *♦ 

^. They all remained silent except Doeg the Edomite, 
who informed Saut that he met David at the city of Nob, 
Inhere he asked council of Ahimelich the high priest, who 
gave refreshttients for him and his follotrers, with the sword 
of Goliath the Philistine. Doeg by this artfiil and slander- 
ous statement, in which he concealed the principal fact (the 
imoosition David passed upon Ahimelich) occa^onedthe 
deffth of the high priest and all his family. 

Q. Will you relate the manner of their execution ? 

j3, Saul^ on Doeg's information, sent immediately for Ahi- 
melich and all his family. Ahimelich obeyed the king's 
wimmons without hesitatioq. Thid ready attendance would 
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l^re convinced a miad lc89 prejadtced tlian tbat of Bmi% 
of his innocence. But fteitber this proof nor th« candid 
fltatcment he made of hib own conduct, had any wci^t 
with the vindictive naonarch of Israel. He commanded m 
aftrrants to slaj, not only Ahimelich, but all the Lord's 
priests. But hiis guards, convinced of the ii^ocence of the 
' priests, suid fearing God more than the tvrath of the |m^, 
expressly refused to execute his <5ruiil coiinnand. The 
king then ordered Ooee to perform his bloody eoiiimission. 
The vife Edomile readily obeyed the command, and slew 
witii hie own hand eiehty-fiye priests of the LoriL Nolf 
eentenC with this herKiclmaiisacre, Dbeg, doubtlesa by Saul's 
•wlhorily^ destrDvedi the city of Nob, a«d slew not only tlie 
womait and cbildrm, bul tlie cattle^ wiiii the sw»rd. 
* Q. What could ha^ todnced Baul to eomoait such atriBi'' 
politic act of cruelty ? 

•^. David's piety was so eonspicuous, Saut thought the 
piests would Ibvor bis cause. By this act of severity he 
Intended to intimidate all the Israelites frpm abOwing the 
least favor to hha. He seens also to have been actuated 
by a spirit of malknumt hatred against God, and to aim at 
revenge upon his Maker* by destroying h\» servants. Thus 
Saul, who formerly liesitated to destroy the Amalekiles, the 
professed enemies of God and bis people, did not hesitate 
to slay all the Lord^ anointed. By this horrible massacre 
was fulAlled tbe prophecy denounced against the hovse of 
£li, for tbe sins of Hophni and Pbinebas. 

Q. Was there no one of the family of Ell remaining ? 

Ji, Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelicb, escaped the 
slaughter and fted to David for protection. When Abiathar 
had informed him of the melancholy event, David feeling- 
ly expressed his sympathy for the sufferers and his anguish 
art having oeeasiorfed the death of so many innocent and 
usf^ful persons. He acknowledged thai upon recollection he 
bad feared some ill consequences would follow from the 
known malignity of Doeg. He endeavoured to sooth the 
wounded spirit of Abiathar, by expressing his sorrow for Uf« 
losses he had sustained and by promises to protect his iife 
at the hazard of his own. 

j^. What was the next memorable event in David's life ? 

A, Qe was informed that the Philistines had sent out a 
foraging party to rob the citr of Keilah ; David enquired of 
the Lord whether he should go to the rdief of the cihr.rr- 
Having received a command to go, he pursued after the Phi- 
listines and recovered the spoil. Saul being informed that 
Qavid was io Keilah, thought the slight chc'omstaace of his 

, ' Digitized by Google 



HfiSTORY. n 

•ateUDS a leoe^ oity, An evidence ^t God bad fonakea 
iuw 3 he prepared to attack the city wrilhout delay. David 
recetred ioformation of Saul's preparations, and fearing thai 
the lofaabitants of Keilah, dreading the power, and cruel ven- 
geance of Saul, might be induced to give him into hia handi, 
enquired of God, by Abiathar the priest, if the citisens of 
Keijah would prove treacherous, and l)eing informed that 
they would, he left the city and secured himself in a strong 
bold in the wilderness of Ziph. 

Q« What befol David while be lay encamped in the wil** 
derness? 

wf. Jonathan imde htm a visit, and encouraged him to 
trust in God,> who woidd never forsake him. After ea^y* 
mf for 8om» hours the sweets of mutual coofldeace and 
IheBdshipvsand anaia ceof wing their vows of fideilti^ tkef 
parted never more to^ meet in this lower world. 

' Q./ Old Sat^ pursue after David in the wilderness ? 

J3l. The Israelites were in general averse to SauFs perse*- 
•ution of David, and unwUKng to give any information ov 
aari s ta ncev. But the Ziphiles acquainted baul with David'js^ 
place of concealment. When SftuPaanny had nearlv su^ 
founded David'a little eoDi)paDy^he was-caHed off to defena 
^mselfgpaloat the Philistines, who had made a formidably 
attack Ipon the country $ tljus were these barbarians made* 
an ioatruaie»t in the hand of €h>d to deliver bis servant-^ 
Paiid named the> place tine r0Dk of iwiaiim^ as separating 
betwixt him and Saul< He next retired to strong nolds at 

Q. To what danger was he exposed at En-gedi ? 
,A, When Saul bad repelled the Philistines, be resumed 
his pursuit of David. With a select body of three thousand- 
men, ho' entered the forest, which was uncultivated and' 
rocky, inhabited only by wild goats* Saul supposing. David 
to be at a distance, retired into a cave for repose, without 
even a single atlendantv But in this very cave David and. 
kis few followers- lay coneealed* When David's followers 
saw their enemy in their ponrer, they urged him to take 
Saul's life, Rsmindioff jimr of the promise God had made* 
of deliverii^ his enemy into his hand, they besought hiBi. 
not to let this opportunity escape.. 

Q. Had this plausible reasoning any efTecton the mind ot 
David ? 

^. David knew that he had the promise of the Ungdom^ 
hut no command to slay the feigning king, who had been 
raised up hj God to govern his people. It is true Saul 
bad been rejected; apdhad greatly buurcd David,, but b« 
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Imd M rigbt to areace hiioMif. But air a proof c^ Ins foy^- 
altji be cut off the skirt of Saul's robe, and so deiicaCe wsft 
bis sense of a subject's dut^, his heart- scnote him ieast ift 
this action he had failed ia due respect to th» Iiord's 
anointed. - ^ 

Q. Waft Saul made acquainted with bis danger? 

Jt, When Saui had left the cave. Da? id followed him and 
cried, my Lord the king. When Saul turned to look upon 
David, he bowed to the earth according to the euatODEi of 
saluting princes ; then in a most pathetic and forcible address 
he expostulated with Saul on his unjust suspicions, showing 
unequivocal proofs of his ianoceace by the mutile^d robe 
If hich he held in his hand. ' He assured him by the tender 
appellation of father, tiiat he would never injure him. il#- 
intimated that Saul*s jealojisy arose from slandercMts reports^ 
He mildly expostulated on (he injustice and irrationality of 
his conduct At the same time warned him that God would 
judge between them, and avenge his cause if he coDiiuued 
to persecute him. 



Saul 



a. What effect had the generous couduct of David upoa 
? 



A* David's affecting address, joined to the unequivocal 
■ the- 




age- 
Dfthy the 

throne of IsmeL \q ct»ttsequence of his present conviction^ 
he desired David to take an oath, that he would never re- 
venge the injuries he bad received, upon the house of Saul^ 
but when seated on th« throne of Israel, would show the 
same kindness to his posterity as he had no^w shown to 
their father. David readily gave Saul the security of a.n> 
oath, but did not require Saul to swear in return not to- 
take his life, knowing how little he regarded his own pro- 
testatiorr. After mutual embraces, the king returned to Gib- 
cah, but David remained in the wilderness. 

Q. What memorable event is next recorded in the hbto-*' 
ry of Israel ? ' 

^. The death of. Samuel the prophet. His administi'a- 
tion of justice for the space of twenty-tliree years^ * war 
marked with such strict integrity, that on his making a solemn 
appeal to the people, no man could accuse him of one venal 
•r injudicious action.. After his resignation of the govern^ 
ment, he continued to act in the capacity of a pi'ophet. — 
It is supposed that he presided over the seminary of the 
prophets to the time of his death, which happened B. C 
106 1. The Isjraelites were seosifala of the loss of so wo«* 
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tbyaxiiiraetef aad^ef'tiidir foRy in re^atifi^ limi as their 
rvist. W» rttm«it9 were taterfed amia uaiversAl lamcntak 
tions in fats own estate at Eamab. 

Q. What tnofal iessdo are we taiigfat by the history of 
Samuel ? 

Ji, We are taught to estimate the character of a pious ru- 
ler as an iaestimable bfessing, though he may be debtitttte 
of those externa) graces of person and political sagacity 
which eoDStitute the dazzling but unsubstantial glory of the 
warrior. We are also taught the duty of a truly good and 
Ipreat man ties in rising above revenge for ingratitude and 
injury, and that he will continue lo labour for the interesta 
of hia country and religion^ though unjustly removed from a 
pttbUc to a private »tatioB. 

Q. What becamfe of David after the death of Samuel ? 

A He retired to the wilderness of Paran i this was a part 
of that wilderness, in which the Israelites wandered forty 

J ears. It lay near mount Carmel, belonging to the tribe of 
udah. In this neighbourhood lived Naba), a mun of large 
possessions, whose flocks were kept on the borders of the 
wilderness where David had retired. In this situation, they 
were not only exposed to* he destroyed by David's army, 
who wei'e in extreme want, b^t by the neighbouring Ca- 
naanites. David not only restrained his men from molest- 
ing Nabafs docks, but protected them agajnst the depre*. 
dations ol other invaders. In return for his services, he 
sent a few of hi» servants and modestly requested Nabai toi« 
give him whatever eatue to hand in a season of firativity,. 
which he theo held at CariY^L. 

^4 What answer did Nabal return to the messengers of 
Dai-id?^ 

Ji. N^abal beinfc naturally of a churlish and covetous dis^ 
position, not only overlooked the obligation he owed to Da- 
vid for protecting his shepherds from their enemies, but vihat 
was due to a man who had often saved his country in the 
hour' of danger, and was unjustly persecuted by Saul. He 
returned so insolent an answer to David's request, that in the 
first moment of ahger,. he threatened to exticpate Nabal'& 
whole family.. 

Q. How came Da^id to depart from that moderation of 
character which he had hitherto preserved ? 

A. David had watched against anger and revenge toward* 
his principal enemy, but the insolence of Nabal was unex- 
pected a»d threw him off his guard. It was also more hu- 
miliating to bo insulted by such a character, than to be pcr- 
i^eeuted by a kinf< But il does not excuse hia smful ange* 
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and hk ttifs^mka revenge; Antt be%$it f^s^mer tT erf out « 
as. hetM in aft^our of tepeiitMieey «^ deliver «e fettra M««d 

guikbess, O Lord P* 

Q;. Wkat\pre vented h'm from e:ieeiitiiig hid biocKfy pur- 
pose? 

A. One of the serrants aequamted Abigail the wife of Na- 
hiXf wkh the iU usage David bad received from bis master, and 
of the obligations they were underhand expressed hisjfear 
that 1»^ would not fait to revenge the insult he had received^ 
hy the destruction Of the family. Abigail, who was a wo- 
jBian of spmt and discernment, perceived the danger, and re- 
fBxnd tmmedititelf in person to David's retreat' with an 
ample' suppi^r of provistoss. ^e made a hnodsome apolo* 
%y for her hiisband ; expressed a firm belief that David 
would be established in the kloedooi ^ made honourable 
mention of the services he had done to Israel v intimated 
that it would be honourable to his character and more con* 
soling to his mind, to forpve the inpury he had received, 
than by avenging himself, t& shed innocent blood; Her 
persuasive eloquence restored David to his proper frame of 
mind, and he expressed his gratitude to her and thankful* 
ness to Qo&i (or preventing him from committing evil by 
avenging his own wrongs* 

% Did Abigail acquaint Nabal with his danger ?* 

jS, When I^fobal recovered his senses, his wife- told him tO' 
what iminent danger he hadj by his folly, exposed his faoHly. 
This informa^on so agitated him, that he fell into a fever, of 
which he died in ten days. After bts death, David espoused 
Abigail^ with whose modesty and discretion he had l^een ' 
greatly charmed.' Saul had previonsly given Michal»to 
another, shewing by this act, tha| his tyranny was exerted 
over his own fomily as welt as over his subjects. 

Q, Did Saul make another attempt to take the lifeof Da- 
vid ? 

Jt. After the promises he made at £n-gedi«„Sau1 desisted 
from his pursuit of David ; but he was again excited against 
him by the officious Zipbites, who informed Saul that Da- 
vid concealed himself in a strong bold in their country, and 
that they were ready and able to deliver him into the hands 
•f the lung.. When he received tWs inlbrmation, envy, mal- 
ice and ambition revived in his heart, and' be detefYnined to 
make one more effort to destroy his rival. 

Q. How was David preserved from the malice of :3aul ? 

A. Wh«n David heard that Saul was actually come to de- 
stroy him^at th4i head of three thousj^Ml cho8«a.troo^% he 
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ms^heit tednllNt aqp^TBAe^ 99 di9t9miMo(fSkitmtt of Piqt- 
ideDcie, »D> «o4eav«red to Uefead bk rightfol qmim hj the 
foree of arms, which he undoubtedly wocrid have dooe^ bad it 
hecD the Philistines, and oot his own aovereicn aod country* 
meot who were bent upon hid destruction, lie sent splits ta 
learn the place of SauPs encampment, ^y whom he learnty 
that he was encamped on the hill at Hach})ah't ht took Abv- 
shai, his sister's son, and penetrated the camp even to the twit 
of Saul, Aom whose bed he took the king% spear and'a eriitae 
of water and returned unperceived j the guards Mid the 
whole army bemg in a profound sleep. 

Q^ Did not Ahishai propose to kiU the sleeping nipnarch Y^ 
A. He ur^ed David to permit; hks to sfay him, hut DafM 
refusedi sayme, no one can stretch forth his hand agMOSt m 
Iciflg anointed ohr God, and be guiltless ; but the Almighty^ 
wha gave him dominion, would inflict punishment upon him 
In his o^irn time and manner With this remonstrance Da^ 
vid> with difficulty^ restrained Ahishai from destroying Saul, 

^ Did David acc^uaiot Saul with what had passed ? 

S. When David had rea^ihed a* place of safety, he called 
ftloud to Saul's aoldiera and to A boar their commander, and 
upbraided him with neglect of his mastev's^ safety ; at the 
same time, commanded him to produce the king's spear and 
criiis^ of water which stood at his pillow ; he demande^ 
l«rho was the king's friend, those in whom he trustf^d and 
who through neeligence had left him exposed to the enemy, 
or himself, who had restrained the hand that was lifted up t» 
smile his sovereign F 

Q. Had this second act of forbearance any Influence l<^ 
sctften Raid's heart? 

A. Saul WAS overwhelmed with oonCbsioi^ ; he acknow^' 
ledged hknself a second time ivJebt^d for the preservation 
ofhis Fife to his injured son-in-law : He broke up his encamp* 
roent, and, after many assurances of friendship to David, h«- 
stowtng many blessings upon him and prognosticating his fu* 
tore greatness and pi-osperity, he departed to his own palaeei 
but David remained still in the wilderness. 

^. Did he ren»in there long ? 

A. No, he again fle4 to Aehish^ kingof Gath^for pifotection.' 

Q^ Was this a proper place of retreat ? 

A, It was not ; his residence among the Philistines wa» 
ealcuhited to alienate the affections of his followers from their 
own country and religion. It gave his enemies occasion for 
uttering slanderous reports agiiaDstim ^Bifteter mmI |m^ 
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Afes ; iindit teldFDavid under obligations to those n^horii \x€ 
e^!d Bover favour, without betray ifog the cause of God. 

Q. What induced him to take so rash a measure ? 

Ji, David, by refl«^ctiug. upon the inveterate malice of Saul, 
the neglect and treachery of hia couotrymeD, seems to have 
forgotten his anointiogi the promise and command of God, 
and the repeated and extraordinary deJiveranQos he bad ex- 
perienced ; and despaired of safety in the land of Judah.-^ 
Having probably received a promise from Achish, hfe went 
thither without consuTting the Lord, and took with him his 
femily and followers. 

Q. How did Achish tieat David during his residence in hist 
kingdom ? 

A With the utmost hospUafify and kindness. David re- 
quested the king to assign him a place of residence, jthat he 
might not be an incumbrance in the royal city ; and Achish 

fave him the village of Zikrag, which formerly belonged to 
udab, but had been conquered by the Philistines, but from 
this time came into the possession of Israel. 

Q, How was David employed while be re«^ded ramoqgst 
the rhilistines ? 

-3. During his residence at Ziklag,he was feinforeed by 
some of Saul's relations, and many valia»t men of the tri^s 
of Benjamin and Judah, with whom he made several ioeiiP- 
sions into the territories of the Geshurites, the Gezrites, an^ 
Amalekites, which Idcy u^pon the west border of Judah. He 
entirely destroyed those nations, and divided tlie pri«p«rty 
among his followers, except a part of the 8poil,.whieh he ftesl 
as a present to Achish. 

<^. Did Achish know that David bad made war upon these 
nations? 

w9. When he enquired of David where he had been. David 
answered in such equivocal terms,as induced Achish to believe 
he had been fighting against his own Cj[>untrymen. Intelli- 
gence was not then conveyed so easily as at present; Achish 
therefore remained ignorant of the exact truth, and conclu- 
ded that David was now so entirely detached from the inter* 
est of his own country that he should retain h^m forever in 
bis service. 

Q. What apology can be made lor David*s entirely de- 
atroying the nations with whom he fought, and for using du- 
plicity toward Achish ? 

Ji, The nations he destroyed belonged to the devoted Ca- 
Baanites, whom God had conamanded his people to extirpate* 
We ahoald not censure the severity with which David con- 
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ducted Use war, as ke only fiaislied the vfjirk of veo|^eaDe« 
which SaiiJ bad begun, by the express cQnunaod of Bioi wbil 
only has a right to destroy. The situatioo of David tempted 
him to use deceit, and though he did not actually make use 
of falsehood, as-the nations he destro^jred hry on the south 
Ride of Jadah, yet bis eonduet upon this oeeasioo cannot be 
justified. ' 

Q. Wail David's dupficity of any real advantage to hina ? 

A* fligfconipHanceto Achish gained him the confidence of 
thatyrioce so fuHy, that he required the assistance of David 
in a war which'the Philistines had declared against Sau).^- 
Had not bis design been overruied by the lords of. the Phiiis- 
tines, who still remembered brs former valeur, he must either 
have proved treacherous to his benefactor or fought against 
Israel, by which he would have committed a great 8in, al- 
ienated the aifections of his people and exposed himself to 
the reproach of having murdered Saul. Thus his disingenu- 
ity, which sprung either from fear or flattery, brought hina 
into a situation of difficulty and danger, from which he coold 
not haye been extricated by liuman wisdom. 

Q. Dtd the jealousy of the Philistine lords raise any suspi- 
cions in the mind of Achisb ? 

A* No : he called David into his presence and acquainted 
him with the lealousy entertained against him by the prin- 
ces ; desired him to return to Ziklag and guard the territo- 
ries of Gath dui'ing his absence • at the same time he ex- 
Sressed the warmest attachment to David, and confidence in 
is friendship and integrity. The commendations of A cliish 
would have been honoraMe to David had they not been in 
part the effect of deception. 

Q. What punishment was inflicted on David for his sips at 
this time ? , . 

•/J. When David marched to the assistance of Achish he 
left Ziklag defenceless. The Amalekites took this oppor- 
tunity to revenge tbe late depredatioos on their emintry. Af- 
ter plundering several cities, they took :Ziklag and burnt it^ 
but did not destroy the prisoners, preferring the profit of en- 
slaving them t6 the pleasure of revenge. God by this dis- 
pensation intended to rebuke David, but not to destroy his 
family. 

Q. What were the feelings of David and hisfoiloweri 
when they returned to thetr desolated village ? 

wf. David and his company, when they found Ziklag laid 
waste, and their wives and children destroyed or led into 
captivity^ tent their clothes and made great lamentationrfof 
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their friends. David^s ai&^ish wns increased by the "Injttt- 
tice of his followers, who, in the agony of iheir niinds, iic- 
cused bim as the author of their e^lamitj, and threatened to 
stone hka. 

O. How was David supported under this complicated scene 
of distress ? 

A, In the noidst of these malti]^ed troubles, his spmt was 
soon eahned and raised in humbler conAdenee to God. He 
neither reproved his enraged followers nor murmured aga4f»t 
Providence. But, reJying on the promises of God t» all be*- 
lievers, and in particular to him, he waseneoaraged to expect 
forgiveness, protection, and delivereocft. He desired Abia- 
thar, the high priest, to enquire of the Lord whether be 
should pursue after the enemy who had plundered JSUdag. 

Q. What answer was given ? 

j9. The Lord commanded that he should pursue after the 
enemv, for he shiHtId surely overtake them, and rescue not 
only the captKea, hut recover the spoil. This answer encour- 
aged the soldiera. They imrnediately commenced the pur- 
suit ; on theh* march, they found an Egyptian slave who had 
been left behind «n account of sickness and who was almost 
famished for want of sustenance. After they bad restored 
him by proper refreshments* he informed them who the phm- 
derers <»f Ziklag were, 8«d what course they had taken.** 
David made use of this slave as a guide to discov!er the Amal- 
ekites. He overtook them while they were feasting upon 
Iheir plunder, entirely unprepared for defence, and obtaijjed 
an easy victory ; none escaping except four hundred youog 
men, who were indebted for nieir safety to the fleetness of 
iheir dromedaries. 

Q. What proposal did some of David's followers make for 
the distribution of the spoil ? 

w^. Thev proposed that the two husbandmen who had been 
le£t behind pn account of their fatigue, to guard the bag- 
gage, should not share in the spoil they md recovered ; 
but should be content with having their wives and children 
i^stored. But David would not pc^rmit this injustice. He 
mildly reproved them for their covetous desires, reminding 
them that it was not by theii own valour, but by the assist- 
ance of Heaven, that they had been enabled to overtake 
and defeat the enemy ; and from this time be made it a law 
In Israel, that4hose who staid to guftrd the camp shuuld 
share equally with those who went forth trf battle. 

<^. What use did David m^e of, the part of the ppoil 
which fell to his share ? . . 

«2, Ue sftn t it as «. present to those peivoaa who hwl at ^^f . 
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lime prolecl^ bint from tbepcimr ^QM. Tiotf BCfton 
might have proceeded from genuioe bebevQlence and ff^ii* 
lude, and it might have arijMjo frompqlicj, for it served to 
iremind bis friends of bis existence, and to make tbem inore 
active in his favor. 

Q. Where was Saol during these traoaactions ? 

J9. When Saul heard that the Phmetuies had iinraded hit 
Ictogdcua, be narclied his forees to meet theoi< The Fhl* 
listtfies were encamped on a plain near the city of 8himemb 
and Saul pitched his tont on the hiU of Gilbao. Wheil Saul 
viewed the hpst of the Philistines he was greatl^r trottbted, 
because it appeared much superior to his oWn. He ea^ 
quired of the Lord eoncemipg the fate of the battle. Biit 
the Lord did not vouchsafe an answer. This sitence prc^ 
claimed his heavy displeasure^ aad/Saul ought more deeply 
to have hunibled himself^ and to have persevere^ in iiis 
supplications. But instead of waiting on uod for an answer, 
he went, in dis^ise io £n-dor and prevailed upon a womaQ 
who h^d a familiar spirit, to raise up Samuet. 

Q. How came Saul, to wfihrlethis woman, after he, had 
banished all persons who dealt in Uieso diabolical arts from 
4he country / 

^ Nothing ^ould' exceed the pr^iMnpttpo ofconsitltlttg 
an^evil sfurit to reveal to him what the tpwHiif Ctod eoH* 
healed. BUtitshewBtowMtiiifatiiatioftsi»i«adaksv'otatfte8. 
8«i4.fira4 Q«jgtected to obey liie e^iqfgf^^cfJCiqi ; «hf9 n^zt 
fde^ ibe priests of the X^ord for a sJigiito^e^ce ; ^^njd of^ 
iia4 recourse, to an evilepirit tobriog^amuel from ^faerre* 
gipns of the dead, that In defiance bfCSod, he nijgt^ reeeiicii 
4;ounsel and encouragement from |itm,.4tf hB.ha4 ofteo,e:|Epe" 
rieoqed durii^ his existence ^n eatth. y* 

Q. Would God aUow the incantajtioiis pf a.dj^^atlJ^ 
iv^man to nave power. mrer a glqiffied saint? 

A, A great mystery rests upon t^i» nart of scilplurti ; 
tot wboever it was thai app^MiMd to pau\, ITl^ainuflor 
atl evitapirlt,^ assuming bis form, it was done by the J^Ood^ 
special permission, and pot through any, art jthc. WjOfn^^ |^08• 
seSBcd ; (6t when sH^^^ sW the foVm appear she Wh&'etcei^ 
logly terrified, which orbves the appearatice was.n^W abd'iin- 
«ik;pected to her. TuoUjgh th^ woman's inc^^t^^ 
the cause pf Samu^fA appeairiinccf, SiltiPs obstinaty in seekr 
ingto Icnow hik tfeStfny,,mightbe the occiision: God, bj 
shewing him bis apbrpaciiu^g doom, pjUttished his auda^ty- 
Ahifei^t liters mod^i^tood the scffif^tUre io Its simple state- 
ment i ^' and atUir his death lie pt-ophesiie4 iod ii|ie^ed the 
kingbfeeDd.** -^ . -nr; V 



y Google 



^ UNIVERSAL 

<^. How did Josephta, the great Jewish historian, under- 
fltcBtf ^ vislea. 

A. He relates the circumstanees hi the following manner : 
^' As Booo as the woman hlid engaged Saul by oath, to pro- 
tect her Orojii any harm, ^e called the soul of Samael out 
of Hades. Wheo he appeared, the woman w«s 'flung into 
great disorder | his divine form and venerable appearance 
astonished her. She immediatelj cried out, art nojt thea 
king SaoU for Samuel had informed her who he was.-^ 
Saul acknowledged he was the king, and asked her whence 
tier disorder arose. . She replied, that she s^w a person as- 
cend, who« in form was like a god ; that he was an old man, 
clothed in a sacerdotal robe. The king knew by these signs 
that it was Samuel.'! 

Q. What passed between Samuel and Saul ? 

A, The woman first saw the spirit of Samuel, but after- 
wards it became vnible to Saul, and he bowed himself to the 
ground in token of reverence. Samuel then demanded of 
Saul, why he had sent for him and what was his request. 
Saul replied, lam in great distress; my enemies press heavi- 
ly upon me on eveiy side ; God has foi^aken me ; he an- 
swers me fio more either by prophets or b^^ dreams. I have 
therefore called thee, who hast always directed me rights 
to tell me what I shall do. 
t Q. What answer did the spirit of Samuel make to Saul ? 

A, He informed him, that for disobedience to the com- 
mands of God, his kingdom ^as taken from htm and given 
to David, and that on the morrow^ he and his sons should 
be slain in battle. 

Q. How was Saul affected by this fatal intelligence ? 

A. He fainted and fell down upon the floor ; when, by the 
Exertions of the woman and his attendants, he was recover- 
ed to life and sensation, she persuaded him to take some ce* 
freshmf^t, which enabled him to return to the camp. 

Q. Did not Saul attempt to elude his end by shunning the 
battle? *^ ^ 4 ^ V 

A, Saul, though terrified even to desperation, was not 
humbled. We do not learn that he offered any sacrtfiees, 
made any supplications to avert the vengeance of heaven, 
or even attempted an escape, but in sullen despair rushed on 
to his doom. Neither did he endeavor to save the lives of 
his Sfjns, by detaining them from the battle : thus the way 
was cleared for David^s ascension to the throne; forbad 
Jonathan, Abiaadab or Melchishuaf Saul's eldest and bo- 
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Ior«d sons, been felt alijre, Uiere would hare bttft v»ry giMil 
oppositioa to.DavM'a govenuneot. 

Q. Give an acooimt of the battle ? 

A. Tbe battle began thcr next morning, htiA WM fougbt witS 
uneommon furv 5 but victory noon declared Sn fevour of th« 
PbiHstmeat and Saul saw bis three sons fad amid ataoghtcred 
heaps of tbeif countrymen. Satfl being grievously wounded, 
unable either to resist or flee, desired his armonr bearer to 
put an end to his existence, that be might escape the insults 
of the Philistines. But his armour-bearer refused to raise 
bis hand against the king, and Sauf in mad despair 'became 
bis own mordeper ; his armowr- bearer, not fearitog the wrath 
of God, as he feared the person of bis earthly sovereign, fol- 
lowed hi» example^ Thus despuruii^ of God's mercjr» or 
presuming too much upon it, to escape temporal sMileiinga 
and disgrace, thev despised the gift of life, and by an act of 
rebellion apinst nk authority, in pround defiance of his jua* 
ticp, with the guilt of ail (heir unrepented Crimea upon thetr 
biradH, they rushed uncalled before his tribunal, 

Q. What became of the body of kin^ SaOl? , 

A. The day after the battle, the Fhilistines fonnd the body 
of Saul and bis sons among the stain ; they cut off SauPs 
head and sent it to be fastened in the temple of Daeon, ^nd 
hie armour in ithat of Ajibtaroth, aa a memorial of victory 
and in lionour of their chief idols ; they stripped the bodies 
of Saul's sons and fastened them to the walls of Bethahan, a 
city near the field of battle. ^ 

Q. Were their bodies aufiered to remain in that ignominf> 
oiis situation ? 

A. No ; the citizens of Jabesh-sjilead remembered the pro- 
lertion they had received from Saul in the beginning of hia 
reign : they sent a body of valiant men, who marched all 
niglTt,.attacked the city of Bethshan, recovered the bodies of 
their king and hi»sons,and returned in safety to Jahesh-gilead. 
They biimed tlie bodies of Sanl and bis sons, and honorably 
uiterred their ashes ; they fasted seven days in token ot 
grief and humiliation under the divine rebuke. But thc^ro 
was no general lamentation made*for Saul, as there had been 
for Samuel. 

Q. Was it ciMttomnry for the Israelites (o burn their dead ? 

A, It was not ; but there wad no law against it, and proba- « 
My they feared the Philistines would endeavor to retake 
from them the dead bodies of their princes, or they might 
have thought it n»ore iu^nourable than the common inode 
•f interment. * . 
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' (% HKhal «0liRqiMiioMr f0ir<»#e4 tiu» dTefeat to bimer f 

A» The inhabitaots «f the valtey of Jezro^ii And af th«^ 
moimtaim of Oilboa, akid tbdie near ^MatHree^ JordAB^ 
where the baUJ^ was fought, fled and left their habitations 
io the CooquenMTfl^ indio settled in theia. These were the 
ettects of rejectuif the I«ord aod his prophets and domand- 



CHAP. VI. 
fVom %%i OeM ^Sawl to tAs ttldHm (fM$dtbi^ 

)^' kow was Dawd iMdie ae^inted with 4he fate of 
fiaS> . , 

jf^ An Amalekiie, distOvered the ho^ 0t ,^mik on th# 
flekl of battle ; late took the crown from bis head and tha 
Waeelet from his ar^n and bronchi them to D.avid» boasting 
at the same thne that he slew Uke king of Israel at his owa 
request, eipeeting hv this act to ajain the (ayor of David^r 
But David ordered hfm tpbe slain fov lifting his hand against 
• the Lord's anointed t And as a warning to others nOt to ex- 
pect any favour from him by destroying any of Saul's family. 

^ What lamentation did David make twc Saul and his 
soars? 

A. lib fasted seven days with his followers ; he ahio edm- 
posed a pathetic, elegy, as a tribute of respect to the memo« 
ry of Saul, and of aifeetlovi to that of Jonathan. ThevaK 
or of Saul and Jonathan in defending their country and 
their falling in the same battle, are touched upon in a v:ery 
poetTcal manner. 

The daughters of Israel are called upon to mourn for Sauf^ 
who by bis encouragement to manu&ctories and commercei 
had clothed them in purple. David mentioned every thin^ 
.whieh was eoasistent with truth, in the praise of Saul, hvi 
Jonathan be lamented with the most passionate aifection* 
[B.€. 1C65.] 

Q. What measures did David pursue to get possessioh of 
the vacant throne ? 

4: Aflerthe death of Saul, many Israefitei resorted ta 
'David jto Ziklag, whtch made his fbrces very considera- 
ble ; yet he did not take any step to obtain the government 
wHboot «ott8utting the I^rtf ; trusting in him, who had 
promised him the^ kingdom, to give it him in bis own time 
and manner ; that he mif^t possess it with a clear cnncienco 
sod avoid aU ahaiige of gait V. ^^cn from Saul's adherents^ 
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Gqd directs. d him to go to Hebron, where he \vsl9 publicly 
anointed king OTer the tribe of Juduh ; but Aboer, SaulV 
general, caused Isbboshetb, a 8911 of Saui, to be proclaimed 
kin^i; at MabanaioH a city whicji stood eastwaid of Jordan. 

^ Did David make any attempt to disj^iosse^s IdUbO'^ 
sbeth of hie part of the kifigdbra^ . . 

A For two ye^rs, they both governed their respective 
partisans without opposition ; but, at tlie end of that term, 
Abner, wlio possessed the authoritv (for Ishbosheth n'as only 
a nominal king,] made tvar Hpon David, expecting to reduce^ 
the whole kiugdoFo- to the power of Ishbosheth. 

Q. What were the effects of tfeiis war ? 
. .^. Fop sonte tiaie David aeted only on the defensive, not 
witling to destroy the house of Saul, on account of his oath. 
But Abtier fmany provok-cd Joab to engage in battle, and' 
for near six years there wae eoaetant war between the ad- 
herents of David and of Ishbosheth. David conducted in 
this civil war, with great moderation ; his friends encreased 
(l<\\\j m cumbers^ and strength, while those of Ishbosheth di- 
mihlshed. 

Q. How was the war concluded* j'^ 

Jl, ^hnt^r^ who bad placed Ishbosheth on the throne and 
supported him there by his own exertions, being reprimand- 
ed by iMm, resolved to throw off his allegiance and embrace 
the earliest opportunity of tendering his services to David- 
He eonvened tD« elders of Israel, reminded them that they 
had formerly desired to have David for their king, that he 
would oppose their wishes no longer, as God had promised 
to save Israel by bis hand from the Philistines ; the people 
readily agreed tp obey hiixu Abner having obtained per- 
mission to eonvey Michal to her first husband, went to He- 
bron and was received with marks of distinction, and a league 
Was formed between hiak and David. 

Q. What befel Abner after making this engagement with' 
David? 

A, Joab, being informed of the interview between David 
and Abner, and fearing a powerful rival in that reneral, sent 
a message alter him in David's name. When Aoner return- 
ed to HebiH>n, Joab drew him aside on ifN'etence of priTate 
business, and treacherously assassinated him, to revenge, he 
said, the death ^f his broUier Asahel, whom Abner slew in 
battle ; Abi^oai the brother of Joab, wa^ alsa* concerned ip 
this base transaction. 

Q; Was not Joab deprived o€ bis office for this violati^V' 
•f public faith ? 

•d. David expressed the mett lively sorrow at thiB tragical^ 
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eteot ; after attering nttiT impr ecaftDmr agshiBt tti« ibui^ 
4erer of AbMr^ he toiemmxiid his fuoeral iirith all po«sibl6 
■olemiiity ami rtapect. But he did not dare to pimiih Joair 
and Ida brother aa their guilt merited. They bad been yer y <- 
f&ithAii wd naafttl to liiiii during his affiictiods } they wera 
his near kinsiBen ond verr popular ui the army. It is jproba* 
hie ^ he was actuated partly by gratitude and affection to his 
nephetr, and partly by fear of a revolt in the army. ^ Biit 
lie should have remembered that he. was anointed king to^ 
%dmlnitter jusdce without respect of [persons ; he might bare 
beoB assured of the Lord's protection In so important a dutj ; 
the example would have been sahitar^ and saved htm 
from, the imperious authprlty of Joab dui-ing the re^t of bis. 
reign.. A want of firmness was the great faiHt of David'» 
oharacter, and repeatedJy drew him into acta of sin. 

Q. But did not Abner deserve death ? 

Ji. While the conduct of Joah cannot be too severely re- 

gtobated, the wisdom of God' Ts manifest in Abner's death* 
[e had from ambition opposed the declared will of God, for- 
he' knew that tlie kingdom was eiven to David. It was not^ 
from a desire of obedience to the decrees of providence, 
bttta mean revenge which, induced him at iast to desert Ish- 
bosheth ; he was therefore thrown.aside as unworthy to give 
peaoe to fsrael ; and it is prcibable if he had lived, he would. 
Ii*\f e been the instrument of much evil. 

<^. What became^ of Ishboshieth afler Abner's death ? 

J3ti Baanah-andRecbab, two of bis captains, murdered himo 
while he was asleep» and carried his head to Hebron, in th<t 
eicpectation of receiving an amnle reward. David expres* 
sea the utmost abhorrence of tnair treachery. Be causaA- 
tbe head^ of the murdered kfng to be deposited id Almer'e 
84*pulchre, and the base regicidt's te be executed, thi^ir handa^ . 
and feet hung up over tl£ poof in Hebron^ aS a public tes-- 
timotiy of his detestation of, murder and revenge. 

Q. Was there anv oppositiQa^ to Oavid's govenimeat aftei^- 
the death of Ishbosncth ?: 

A: After the death oMsbbosheth and Abner, the eld<Pi«- 
of the try>es of krael, voluntarily, Hfteemblod and t anointed^ 
him king over aH.Israel.; it is probable that- David passed!' 
aa act of ind^omity for past oOences, and engaged to rule' 
over, the people a(*cording toi tlie law of . Gi^, At this ttniie- 
good ruleb^ w.era ivM diesig^aDrd: by the eadblem of shep*- 
berds. . 

<^. What Was thi^ ih'8^ War of David after hi; ^as ahciinted^ 
over jail Israel ? . . . 

He Uhl:seT|^<i to J^ruial^ wEich Waaatai^ uk p,08Wif 
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doiittf the JtebiimUs. Be t(Mkihe tower eitci but the for* 
tres9 of Sion still held 04it egaunst him. David knowie^ 
thet reirarde are esdlements to great aetUms, j^rotnjsed tih 
•onfer the comiaeod of the whole aruMr upon tile vafiant 
man who should take the citadeL This honour was confero * 
red on Joab, who was the first who mounted its walhi Mid 
stormed the fortress. He was high in rank hefore this act 0$ 
▼aloKr, but not the chief comnaanden Having enlarged and 
Ibrt&fiied the city, Da^id made H the metropolis of his kiug.- 
donSi. 

Q. What was tfie second war ^ 

A. The PhiUstines had remained quiet durinj^ the ctvit^dis- 
sentions, hut fearing Fsrue) when united und^r an able moo* 
areh,. they declared war agaltist them. Thii declaration 
made it honourable for David to oppose the enemies of bis 
country, notwitlietanding they had been his protectors ; be 
obtained a comf»lete victonr over them in two different en* 
^agements. God was visibly with his people, which David 
•acknowledged ber calKng the name of the place where he^ 
fought^ Baaipenuriin; wtnck sigrtifies th» liord of breaches^ 

^. What fhreign alliances were contracted Sy David ? 

A, Soon after his settlement in Hebron, he strmgthenedT 
bis political importance b^ espousing Maacah the daughter 
of Talmai, prince of Qeshur. After be had subdued the 
Philistines, he foemed an alliance with the king of Tyre, 
who furnished him with workmen and materials for erec^ 
MiKattielegaot palace in Jerusalem, which at Uus time re- 
eeisedthe appelhitioo of the city of David. 

Q. {M not David take measures ibr brio^ng the ark mf 
God* to Jerusalem ? 

A. He convened the elders of Israel audi proposed remof 
vfiig the ark of the eovenant to tile royal city, which for 
more than fifty years had remained unhonoured in the bouse 
tf Abioadub at Kirjath-jearim ; this design being unani- 
mously approved by the elders of Israel^ the ark was set 
upon a new cart in order to be carried to Jerusalem, aecom» 
l^aoled by the king and his whole court, together with a 
multitude af prie^s and fievites^ who pUiyed on various in- 
etrameots, nod chante^Ktho- high praises of their , Creator^ 
Their joy was however, suspended, by a sudden and ub* 
expeeted exhibittiw «f divine displeasure. The oven whieK: 
^ew tHe tart, happening to start as they passed a thresh^ 
kig floor, Uzzah,. one of Abinadab*s sons, took hold of' 
the arjc to prevent its fallingi and was immediately i^hi^ 
4^ad for his presumptioQ. , 

Ht^ln what did the w of CaauIicdwdalB 
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Ji, By the law ofCxod no person was allovcMto (oucU tlis^ 
ark on piin of death. ETcn'the Rohathites,^ who \verc ap- 
pointed to carry it, were forhidden on pain of death, to 
touch the sacred symbol;, or even to- remove it until Ihi^ 
priestd had covered it. Uzzah- and his brethren appear to 
have assumed the office which l>eIonged to the priests ex- 
■ tlusivtiy, and his conduct no doubt arose from^ if reverence 
uod pride, and was.oCtlie same class of-the sin of Nadab and 
Abihu, and therefore received a similar punishment But 
tbouj'h Uzzah was thus singled out to be made an cxatn* 
pie, his death was a rebuke to David, to the priests and to 
all Israel.. 

Q. What effect did this a wfuh stroke o^P^ovideoc6 pro- 
duce upon the mind of David ? 

A. Thou{;h David's heart was uprigh't and his zearand' 
love fervent, yet there were many thmgs faulty in his frame 
of mind, as well as irre|;ular in his proceedings on (his occa- 
sion. He was angry that God had smitten Uzzah, but it 
docs not appear with whom he was displeased, Whether at' 
Ills own irregular proceedings at the sin of Uzzah, or wlti^- 
his Maker for inflicting; this chastisement. But his conduct 
implied a degree of rebellion. Servile fear s'lcceexled to- 
zeal, hope, and joy, and he would fiot venture to bring the 
ark to J<?rusalem, fearing if he received it to himseif in Ibe- 
eity,he might be smitten in like ndanner. But4ie p)aee<l it* 
with ^ holy man^ whose name was Gbededomj of the fami- 
ly of Levi ; he received the ark with humMe confidence, 
nOtwitbstandioe the late awful judgments » here the ark re- 
mained a montii>: during which time God bestowed such a* 
ilcgeee. of prosperity, upon bis family, that it drew the at- 
tention of e^ ery person m the vicinity, and when it was toidr 
pavid, he ventured io bring the ark into his own city. 

Q. What cercmoaies took place at the remoml of the 
ai'k to Jerusalem 2. 

Ji, Every thingwas condiMted' according to the la%r or 
Mbses : fi^ David bad now learned -bis mistake and the rea«- 
BOQ that God had smitten Uzaah. Ilia mind bad beeomo 
ealm, and real levte and joy aaknated .bis bosom. The 
priests and Leviti^ went coilinHinded to purify themselves 
from alP eeremooial^ poliuUon, and by rop«ntance,.fMth and' 
praveri^ to teek the favor of heaven. » David joined himself 
wttnthem in these solemn acts of devotion, and as a prophet^ 
ordered the sacred parts of worahtp during the ppocession. 

Q. Wl^at worship waspetfljrmed during the procession?' 

A. Conscious of his former error and guilt, and ^lled with 
lUuublc gratitude for his ojrn and his people's preservation. 
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he hepitk it&e sacred worship with solemn sacrTilic^s and 
offerings^ for sin. Ou this occasion, David laid* aside his dis- 
tictctioos of royalty : and as talcing the leud In the worship 
of Qody he wore a iioen ephod, Kh« oit^nary garment of th# 
priests when oiSciating, yetsometimtes womby others when 
perfonning religious service. The laraelils ei^ressed their 
joy at this time, after the custom of the country, by blowing of 
trumpets, instrunaental music snd sacred daneee, accompa- 
ttied by psalms of praise, sung to the glory of God. The 
Jtii^ as leader in the sacred band, played upon the harp and 
danced before the ark, which ofiendt^d Micha) the daughte* 
of^aul. 

Q. Why was Michal offended with David ? 
«^# She appears to have professed Htllc reverence fbr re* 
Ifgidn, but nigh ideas of temporal dignity and I'oyaHy : she 
considered David's transports of religious joy, in the midst 
p( the people^ as a degradation of his character afid leTf^lliog' 
himseir with the vulvar. David (he brave captain, oonduct*^ 
ing the army forth to battle and returning in triumph shea4» 
mired } but David the saint, leading the pei>ple in tliie oM* 
nances of God and setdog them an example, of fervency of 
8f»trit la his service^ she despised in her heakt and reproach*^ 
ed him with severity for his conduct. 

^. What answer did David make to Michal's reproaches t 
Ji, He told her he was willing to be abased, botfi in Ma- 
own eyes and the eyes of others, if zeal In religion ^^i:e to 
product such an effect ; at the same time, •reminded her 
that for want of similar zeali her father had been r«j^eteft 
and himself chosen to govern Israel. That he was thereAore- 
bound by every' tie of interest, gratllnde and love^to promote- 
the worship of God, and that which she despised' as dis^ 
gftaceAil to nlm, wouki ia the ev#ut» proxe bi% greatest bo»- 
oor. 

<{. Did not David propo» tohulld a tempte at Jenisalem t 
JL A.fterhe was auietly possessed of the kiogcloaif ttnd'hf 
bis vietories, in oo aanger horn the surroonding nations, he 
considered how meanly the ark of Go4 waa lodged In eom- 
parboo of his own somptttom palaee, wsd eoncelvedl a dc« 
aign of ere€ting4i magnificent tonople for its reception. Thta 
he Intimated to Naman the prophet, a man of great p^ty 
and wisdom, wdo appears to nave been bin companion andl 
cdiinsellor. Nathan, assured that the design arose from zeal 
isr the friorjr of that Ood who was with I>avid in aH his UA* 
dertakli^a, enoooniged him to {>roceed ; not firotn any im* 
medKato pevehition from heaven, but according to hisoirft 
j^meat, m a pt^uiUnd (I'y^toiil maiu 
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H, .What preventiid the king from coarpWifii^ hn design f 

A, Nathan was directed that nigbt to go and inform him 
that hf» intetiUons were not acceptable to Gud y he was not 
the proper person to perforna sfich a work, because h*% haods 
had been defiled with blood ; but that he should have a son 
aod successor, who should enjoy'a peaceful reign and execuftc 
the designs of David, aod erect a tem[>le to Jehovah, wbieb 
should be tlu! admiration of tbe world. To this soo of Db.^ 
Tid and" to his posterity, great and glorious promises wer^ 
made at this time : That his throtre should' be estabilshedy 
and from him a krog should proceeds whose doaakiion should 
continue forever. This king is Christ. 

Q. Did the king acquiesce cheerfully ia GodV appohit* 
went ? 

A. He not only submitted ciieerfdly, but prostrated him- 
»eif before the Lord and with expressions of the warmest 
gratitude, testified his sense of past mercies and future 
promises : and from that time brgtin t^ treasure up immenae 
quantitfea of precious stones^ metals, timber and other ma- 
terials for the^ use of the proii)ise4 heir. 

Q. Had David no soo at this time ? 

A. He had six sons by six diffterent wives ; both Adonijalr 
and Absalom, who afterward aspired to the throne, wer^ . 
born before this period, and consequently set aside by God- 
aH the successors of Davids^ 
' Q. Had David any more wai^s after this time ? 

A* He subdued' the Afoabites ; after slaying two thirds of 
thcTi* people in battle, he took the remaining part captive 
and imposed a tribute on the country : he was also, victorious, 
ox'pr Hadadi'zvr khijij of Syria, who oamo aj^aist him with a 
very j^reat forcp. Me planted garrisons in Syriu of Damas- 
cus, and imposed a' t-ribute on the country, anfl nfter jicqui- 
ring great wealtli, returned to Jerusalem, whrrc he dedica- 
ted the spoils he had ^aiaed in war, to the service of the 
tabernacle. Nor were his armit^s h^sseucccs^ful when led 
on by his gonerals. A hishai tjie brother of Jonb conquered 
the idumeans, and tliey became tribiitftry to David. The 
liii?^ of Ilamath sent presents to David and'iJosired \\U friend- 
ship. His son was received with suitable respect at Jenisa- 
li'm. By this alliance the kmj; of Isrnol acquired much treas- 
*ire, which he also devoted to enrich the sanctuary. 
. Q. Did not David remember the covenant between Jona* 
than and himself? 

A, After makino: some prudent regulations in the civil 
»od ecclesiastical affairs ofhls kingdom, he gnve command 
tkat fcuquiry should, b.« made if any, of lijc ^esc^ndimts .of 
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Sun] er Jonathan rem'<vned, that he rrnght expresfr to them 
hy acts of kindness the friemiship ihat subsi$>te(i bf;twe«n him 
and Jonathan'. J^nd whe« Ziha, who was foniieily a Sf rvaut 
ofSaut, was brought to David, he informed him that a sou 
of Jnuathan wiks still Tivlng, thaft he was a cripple, for hii 
DttrEe in her ha»te to escape from the enemy after the bat- 
tle uf Gilhoa^ let the chiid /ail, aiid be had never recovered 
the use of his feet ; that he had heen brotfglit up at Lo-debar^ 
a city beyond Jordan, in the house of one Machir, who 
generousty educated the helpless orphan, who was now 
grown to man's estate, and had a young son named Micah. 

Q. What kinduess was shewn to Mephihosheth ? 

•^. Saul's parental estate came into the possession of IXt« 
fid at the death of Ishbosheth. This he restored to M e-- 
phibosheth as the rightful h|^r. He was also admitted into 
the king's family as one of his own sonfl, and eat daily at 
the -royal tat>le, David rewarded Ziba for hisfeithfulness 
to Saul, by entnitting the management of Mepbibosbeth'« 
estate to his care. 

Q. What oeeasioned the war between the Israelites and 
Ammonites ? 

«4, About this time, Nahashthe king of Ammon died, who 
had been a faithful friend to David, and was succeeded on 
the throne by his son Hanun. When David heard of these 
^veftta, he sent ambassadors to condole with Hanun on the 
death of his father, and .to assure him of bis friendship, in 
return for the kittdoe«s he had received from Nahash. Th« 
princes ©f Ammon, who had great auihority with their king, 
-wispected these ambassadors were spies sent by t^e king of 
Israel to learn the state of the country, and persuaded Ha- 
nun to treat them in a shameful contemptuous manner ; for 
be shared one half of their beards and cut off one half of 
their clothes, and sent them to David in that mutilated con- 
dition. This was eonsidered as great an insult as could be 
^iven, and of course a declaration of war. 

Q. Will you rdate the particulars of the war ? 

Jt, When David heard how grossly be bad been insult* 
ed in the persons of his ministers, he provided an honourabte 
place of retirement for them, until their beards should be 
grown and they in a condition to appear without disgraci^ 
at court. He next prepared to revenge the insults. Th« 
Amnionites also made great prfcparat^ions for war. They 
riot only brought all their own forces into the field, but hi- 
red two kings of Syria, with two other neighbouring princefl^ 
who each brouglit a very large force. Daifid waa not in- 
ticsidated at this fQ^-midablefaost^ selying on the ji$Btiee «§ 
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JiiS'CattSf), and the faTourof heaven^ he 1>old)j mmhed-tfi^ 
o[)|>ose them. 'The command Of the army was given te 
Joab and his brother Ahishai. The first battle seems to hare 
%eeh fonght at the gate of Medeba, upon the borders of Am- 
mon. The Israelites were «oppo8ed by two ^rmies. ^oab 
made a judicious arrangement of his forces. Tfe animated 
ibe soldiers by shewing the justice of Iheir cause and the 
assurance they might have of fte protection of heaven. Rts 
valour fn the fteld of bat6e quailed his conduct previous' to 
ihe engagement, and gaitied him a glorious victory^ 

Q. Did this battle put an end to the wsur ? 

^. This defeat, far from inducing the Ammonites to sue 
lor peace, increased their ardour for war; ttosy formed a 
«til? str(«^)ger confederacy agauG^st Fsrael. When David heard 
£t( the powerful force which was prepared to invade his ter- 
ritories, he passed over Jordan in person, witlh all the forces 
of bis kingdom. A second victory, more splendid than the 
forraftr, bropgiit the Syrians to sue foir peace, which David 
granted on condition of their paying trioute and renouncing 
^beaHiaoce.of Ammpn. 

Q. Of what crime was David guilty during this warP 

4. On Uie return of spring, David eommittbd the. man- 
agement of this war to Joabv ^nd continued hi ease in liiv 
palace, when he ought to have beeii Sghtang the battlea of 
ihfi hord, Joab laid seige - to Rabbah, the ciipltal of^Am* 
moq ^ during the seige, David cemmitted a most heinous 
find aggravated sin, which tarnished the ^017 of bia r^jga 
and brought reproach unoe TQligion* Walking one day ion 
the roof of his palace, he beheld a very beautifi^ won^aa* 
Havipg.been accustomed without censure lo marry any sib* 
ele woman whom he fancied, he sent to enquire .4iner her, and 
ihough he found she was the wife of Uriah, oae of bh prin* 
cipal officers, a man of known valour and integrity, yet' h« 
gmtilii^d bis unlawftfl passioDS at the espeoce of honc^r and 
religion. He also used the most, r^prehensthle meaoa tp 
conceal thti. per4>j^ti:atloo of .l^is 4virae. Finding these iiKPf- 
feptua), he sent a letter to Joab by the hand of yrtah i)im* 
s^If, in which he commanded, that tke injured hasbaod 
ishoqid he exposed to some Jmmjnent danger, that be iiiight 
fall by the hand of the enemy* This pefarious project Was 
attended with the desired eo%^t, and David shelteir^d^t^e 
adultisrefs ffom punishment, by niaktng her. his v^tfe* 

Of WKyJs Da^rd caUed the mait.after 0pd^ qvB lioaft, 
when he e<^mmitted %\\ch, itiggt»vate4 oifeneeti? ■ ' " 

^ Tb» epitbetseems. applviaUe to Iiimi as a prinee nAi- 
4f (bana gm^ «kif«tt^;Ji» ofcefBod the^ canuMnd of 
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^6A in 'destroying hia eoenaies, without setting up bis owo 
pdrate Judgm«Qt in opposition to l^s Malr«r,^a6 Saui did. 
He estabiished Ibe pure worship of Jehovah in his domi»^ 
ions. He paid the utmost attention to the political, the cpna* 
inercia) and the civil interests of his kingaom | and though 
hW was permitted to fall into grievous sins, his repentance 
wa^ sincere and deep, and he made public ackoowledga^ent 
of bis gutlt. Vet tlie Lord punished him with temporal 
chastisemenfS) to teach others that be can by no means pasA 
by such heinous offences as David committed. Yet with 
all his crimes he felt true love to God, and except^ in one 
Qp two instanees, to have loved his netg&bor as himself, enten 
ihou};b that neighbor was his enemy. By his fall we ar^ 
faugh I the daogi*r of wandering into the path of tempta- 
tion, 

Q. How was David made sensible of bis sin P 
Jl. Niiih^n the prophet was sent to awaken him to a 9eofl» 
of his guilt. The prophet addressed him with » parable of 
an opulent man^ who had spared his own numerous flocks 
and seized upon an only favorite lamb belonging to a^poor 
fiei«;hbnr, to sfftisfy the appetite of an hungry visitor. He 
embellished the fable with such aggravating circumstances, 
and de^cnb^d the tenderness with which the poor man baa 
nourished hit beloved lamb, in such glowipg colours,, th^t 
^e king hastily exclaimed^ " As the fiord fiveth, the mapi 
that hath done this thing shalf sVirely die, and hf f^half resti>re 
the lamb four fold, because he had no pity. ^ DVhen tl\e 
prophet had brought Mm fo pfotxiunce this seiere iatlg- 
ment against a supposed offendef for crimes far inferior to. 
bis own- -he overwhelmed the guHty king with cpnfusion bj- 
l*plying, thou art the man! 

^ Whateffiict 4id thi^ pi*oduo«,ufioiiHte;cmMcif»«ie.oi 
ihe king? 

: «4- Heac|c(k0w4edged b» tfafisgressionSf and in the<lan« 
gpuHge of tiue repentance, coofesSf^d hw guittt on thk oe^ta* 
sion he |»enned the. ftfty-first Pj^alm* 

- Q. Did not Nathan reprove David by a direct d^Hneatiail 
of bis crimosii 

•^. After he had . applied the parable, he pircmfeeded ioii 
plain, eonvini'ing and severe disrour^, \q shew the Mtefil 
^nd aggravation of his guilt ; shewing him that by despisJne 
tlie cotsRttaiidraeats of God, h^ had. despised Ood himst^lE 
and that the guilt was greater for being committed by a per* 
son in hia high etatipn ; aod 4)ne mrho ha4 received Bueh' sig<^ 
nai favo^ fron\hfi| M.9kff* As tti^ parable had panieuidfu 
ly repreaented the sin oi' taking the wife of another man^ 

i 
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NAtiiM ia hh iddrew dwelt «[iost pokitedljjF ufMnlt^ mur- 
der of Uriah, anil eoQclud^d by Mrewaromg David of t*:^ 
^umstoiej»t tbiit should he mfitcUd ou him by his own I'u* 
naily. 

^ Did not the king's deep repentance alleviate the puD- 
ishment? 

•f. Ood pardoned his sins so far as to spare his forfeited 
^life, and assured him of his final forgiveness ; but the child 
irhich Bathsheba bore him, was condemned to death as the 
beginning of his punishment. 

^. Wbj was the innocent babe doomed to suffer for the 
sin of its plants ? 

Ji, That the enemies of- religion and David, might see 
that God will not forgive sin, even where there is true re- 
pentance, without inntcting temporal punishment on the of-^ 
lender. The death of the infant was in reality a blessla«; 
to its parents and himself; yet being predicted and public* 
It declared to be a rebuke for David's sin, was to him a 
•harp and painful chastisement 

Q. Did not th« king endeavor to move God to spare lh# 
child'? 

A, David hoped that there was a secret condition in the 
threatening, and consadering the infant an innocent suffierer 
for his crimes, he endeavored by deep humiliation, fasting 
and prayer, to obtain a reprieve for it. So great was his 
affliction, during the illness of the child, that at the end of 
seven days, when it died, th^ servants durst not acquaint 
their master with the event, fearing it would destroy his life. 
But when the king perceived bv the countenances of his 
attendants, that the child was dead ; he arose from the 
groond, to«k off his sackeloth, washed himself and assumed 
hifl ordinary robes, and went to the housi. of God to wor* 
ship, and on his return ordered his servants to proeurA him 
'some refreshment 

Q. Did not this change appear very strange to hb at- 
tendants? 

•^. They were greatly surprised, and ventured to enquire 
into the reason of xris conduct. Ditvid satisfied their curiosity, 
by informing them that while the child lived, there was hope 
of rendering God propitious to his praters. But when tn^ 
child was dead, it was his duty to submit to the will of heav- 
en ; that grief was then unavailing, adding, I shall go to him 
but he cannot return to me. 

<%. What <ither son did Bethsheba bare to David ? 
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«^. Otie teimed SoYembn, who by the m«ial appofotmeil 
oC God was to succeed to tbe throne of isrftel. 

Q, How did the whr sitcceed, which Joab Was carrying 
on agiiinst the Ammonites ? 

•/f. Having reduced their capital to the laat extremity^ 
lie sent to the king to come and take charge of the army, 
~ least he should lose the honor of the victory. DaTJd re- 
paired immediately to the field \ the Ammonites were en- 
tirely subdoed ; immense spoil was tak^'O in Kabbah ai^ 
other cities of the Ammonites, and* the inhabitants reduced 
to extreme bondage. Divid took the crown from the 
kingofAmmon and wore ft as a badge of royal grandeur. 

Q. What were the punishments which David receivied in 
conisequernce of his sin against Uriah ? 

A. Amnon, David's eldest son, had scarce attained the 
iigc of eighteen, when he became passionately enamoured 
of his half sister Tamar. David seems to have been too 
indulgent tn hisxhildren, and the example he had just set 
them, must have had a very bad effect upon their morals* 
Thus he could clearly trace the sins of his children to his 
own misconduct, \rhfch must bare aggrafvated his angui^ 
in their chastisement. Amnon, giving way to his licentiow 
passion, fell sick^ mid by the advice of a wicked kinsman 
lie procored a ^islt from his sister Tamar. After abusing her 
in the basest manner, he turned her ignominiously out of hi» 
house* Tamar, who appears to have been a woman of great 
modesty and virtue, with all the gestures of an inconsolable 
mourner, went home to heK brother Absafom^s house, and 
Ti'ith the deepest agony acquainted him with her misfortun/e. 
Absalom soothed bfr anguish and prevailed upon her to con- 
ceal her disgrace, for the sake of her father and family. Ta- 
x-nar listened to his advice and concealed her sorrows, but ap- 
pears to have been a sincere mourner all her days. 

Q. What punishment did the king inflict on his wm for this 
crime ? 

Ak David was very angry at Amiioii, but did not inflict an^ 
punishment upon him. The tenderness of a parent for his 
eldest son, joined to a sense of his own . guilt, doubtless pre- 
vented him. Absalom in the mean time harboured the deep- 
est resentment against Amnon, and after two years fou^ 
means of satisfying his vengeance. 

Q. In what manner did he accomplish his design ? 

w9. lie invited the king and his sons to a feast : David ex- 
cused himself, bqt permitted all his sons to attend ; Absalom 
ordered his servants to watch when Amnon fliotild hejitome 
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the veaeeance o^ Absalom <iid oot.r«9t in uteref j d«8Uoyili]( 
|be booy,! but b^ killinij^ him when he was iMtoxtcated be 
fteems to bave wished to destroy both soul and body. The 
crime was also a^ravated, by being committed under the 
mask of affection in the presence of his brethren ; and it 
«eems be intended bis father should also have witnessed tb« 
deed. Thus was Amnon, who had been guilty of the hight;st 
breach of brotherly afiectioD, by a similar breach of frater- 
nal faith, slain himself. • 

Q. How was David made acquainted with this horrid 
transaction ? 

A, A messenger came to David and informed him that Abp- 
salom had slain all his brethren. The king rent his clothes 
and cast him&elf on the ground ; but Jonadab his nephew, 
who had been Amnon's adviser In his* crime, jttslly concluded 
that Amnon only wns slaio, aod while he was endeavouring 
to comfort the king, his sons arrived and united with their fer 
Iher in lamenting the misery of tfaetr family. 

Q. What became of Absalom ? 

4* He fled to ^ king of Gt diur, his motber's father, aoil 
remained &ere three years. 

Q. On What account was he recalled ? 

A. David's heart began to relent towards Absalom. Joab 
perceiving this disposition in the king, contrived a ptan to in- 
gratiate himself with Absalom, who was next W\t to the 
crown, and gratify his reigning sovereign. He hired an artful 
woman to personate the character of a disconsolate widow. 
Who had lost one son by the hand of his brother ; that her 
kindred had demanded his life, but she desired the king to 
protect him, notwithstanding his crime, otherwise she should 
oe left childless. When she had brought the king to pity her 
condition and to promise to protect her son from the aveti^e? 
ef Mood, she applied it to his own case and persuaded him 
to permit Joab to recall Absalom. Thus David by another 
act of pareota) weakness exposed himself to new troubles. 

Q. What Were the troubles produced by recalling Absa-< 
lorn ? 

A. Absalom bad no sooner returned to Jerusalem and re- 
instated himself in his fcither's affection, than be contrived 
the infamous design of exciting a general revolt and seizing 
the kingdom. He was uncommonly beautiful io his person 
Mnd insmuating iii hift address^. He procured a sumptuous 
*quipa|5e to attract attention, and to appear dignified as heir 
%% the crowii,«at the same tim« he afibcted great coodeecea- 



d by Google 



-Adn n^ aAiHffitf td tito p«D^. He ro«p eaiiy that be mii^ht 
appear to have business ; and stationed brmself in th&t pert 
of the pjilace essii^ed to peiHionere ^ be Mattered every one 
who bed a cause tu be tried wttb the assurance that bis oaust 
was jjjst. that if he failed of geining bis suit, be might at- 
^eii»e David and the magistrates of iujuHtice ; at the same 
timp, he threw but artfu) insinuations afCHinst his father's ad- 
ministration, suggesting that suits should not be so tedioiib'^ 
expensive, and piirtially decided, as they now were, ifhe TVere 
made judg.e of the land. David's other sons appear to have 
bad a t^hare in the government, but Absalom baa no place as- 
signed him, prol)aMy on account of his being a murderer. Ab^ 
aatom by these sinister acts acquired a dangerous degree of 
popularity, and soon persuaded the fickle popuface, that his 
government would be much more ecjuitable and beoeficial 
than that of the reigning prince. Havmg by these means a»* ' 
aured hinaself -of a numerous body of par^zans> be asked 
permission to go ta Hebron, bis .native citv, on pretence of 

£erff>rming a vow lo the Ijord, which be had made during 
is exiie : the king readily granted bis request. 



CHAP.Vlt 

I^am i^ rebelJion of Msalamio the death of Damdl 

Q. What followers did Absalom take from Jerusalem f 
•/?.. As Absalom went to Hebron with David's permission, and 
onder pretence of holding a sacred feast, two hundred men, 
who were doubtless of the highest rank, accompanied him 
and thus undesignedly countenanced his rebellion. Absalom 
by this artifice either intended to ^x them in bis mtereat or 
prevent David from placbg confidence in them. 

Q. What success bad Absalom in gaining followers at He* 
bi-oci ? 

j^ He had previouely seirt fspi^n into all parts of the land 
to sound the inclinations of the people. When his design 
was ripe for execution,, trumpeters were sent into every city, 
Vbo at a riven signal were to proclaim Absalom king through 
all the tribes, of Israel. This was done aa soon as be reached 
liebron. As it was not known whether David was dead or 
ha'd admitted Absalonr to a share in his authoritv. David's 
loyal subjctctfl remained in uncertainty, while Absaloin's j^*^ 
tv became more furin&lable. . 
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ral rewoM ? 

A, Not having force tufficleDt In Jeras«l«i]i to repd so ftMh- 
midable an enemy, he left the sacred city exposed to the d«i« 
gers of a siece ; he eommitted the care of his jf»alace to ten 
of \\h concubines, and with the rest of his family and a few 
faithful adiiereiilt retreated to the open country. 

^ Who were Davfd's principal attendants ii^ thk exile ? 

A. The greater part of the iobabltonts of Jerusalem, with 
the Cherethites, the Pelethites and GUtites, wiio were prose- 
lytes fr^m among the Philistines, and numbered among D«« 
vid^s most faithful attendants. 

^ Who was Ittai J 

A, He was the commander of six hundred Gittites whtt 
hud followed David from Oath. Divid was unwilling to ex.- 

Eose these strangerti^ who had left their country from lov« to^ 
is person and affection to religion, to the hardtihips and peril 
that kiy before them. He therefore endeavoured to nei.suade 
Ittai to return with his followers to Jerusalem ; but ittai gen- 
erously refused to quit David. 

^. What became of the ark of God, and the Priests and 
Levites, in this civil war ? 

A. Zadok, the panlcular friend of David and Abtatharthe 
high priest, bore the ark of God out of the city, followed by^ 
all the Priests and Levites. The whole country was filled 
with mourning when they saw this sacred solemn procession.. 
The king's distress added to the general sorrow, for he with 
all his attendants went barefoot with their heajis covered, in 
token of self-abasement, weeping with a foud voice at the 
displeasure of the Almighty. 

Q. Did the king carry the ark of God with him In his exile? 

•5- No : he commanded the priests to carry hack the sa- 
cred symbol of divine presence to Jertisalem, adding, that yt 
he found £avor in the sight of God, he would again restore 
him to his presence ; but he would not assume that he had 
the presence of God, while he was suffering for his'tran9- 

fressions, but submitted his cause to the niercy of him whom 
e had so highly offended. He also reminded the priests be- 
fore thcjj- departed that they could be of great benefit to him^ 
by remaining in the city and sending him intelligence of wha^t- 
passed there, and assisting him with occasional advice. 
Q. Who was Ahithophel ? 

A. He was a famous politician, formerly a very intimate 
friend of David; but who had now deserted his cause aa4 
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• 
j^nei^Missloitte Bavidappreliemkd more iaog er from Abitli« 
opheFs CHpacity, than from tlie couraeeand numbers of Abso- 
kim's (idtowcrs ^ when lie learned tuat bb bad joined the 
conspirators^ he addressed the Lord in one sliort cj^tcuUtioo^ 
^nd k proved elTectual : he did not pray against his person, 
Wiil that his counsel n^^ht he turned into folly, or might be 
despised as sucli. 

Q. Who WM Ilnsfaal ? 

*f ; An old friend of l>avid, wl^a canoe to oir«»r lijs «i!Tviccf 
to that prince, vn the hour of danger, i)iit at the king's re^ 
qtrest he consented to return atid joiti the usurper in order t» 
obtain an opportunity of confounding Ahitbopbel^s counsel, 
und gaining satisfactory intelligence of esary thing passing in 
tbe eocmyVqtiarter. 

Q. What faoUs wa» Davfd guilty of in this retreat ? 

.^. The Instructions givhn to Hu^hni, though agreeable to 
the stratagems «rf>var, required deceit. He was also deceived 
by Ziba, the freedman of Saul, who came to meet David with 
refreshments for his army. By a falso representation of Me- 
phiboshctU's conduct, Ziba persuaded Dd« id to deprive him of 
the possessions of his father and betstow^ them on him. 

Q. What happened to David at Bahurim ? 

•^. A man of the house of Saul, nam^^d Shimcf, ^rllowed 
David and his little army ; ^v^th the bitterest tmpreca^ 
lions he cursed the king for the destruetion of 8atd*fl family^ 
accusing him of being a murderer and usurper. So great ^ar 
Bhtmei's rage that he not only cursed the ktdg btit cast stoott^ 
at him and his followers, 

Q. Did not the king's attendants revenge these insults ? 
' A. They would have put ttie offender to death, hut David 
vcouid not permit it. Thougii fn».e from the guilt charged 
vpon him by Shrracr,he was conscious of having murdered 
Uriah; he therefore subraitted to the justice of God in the in- 
jurious treatment from Shimei. Be repFied to his attendants, 
idnce my son, by tlite permissioA of an offended God, seek- 
ctbmy life, how much more may this Benjamtte do it ; let 
bim alone and let him curse, for the Lord natb hidden hiok 
PerlNips the Lord may look on my afflictioD awd return ia» - 
l^ood for his cursing this day. 

Q. Where was Absalom during this transaetion ? 

•^. He had entered Jerusalem in triumph, where he had 
met with Hushai, David's friend, who by ambisuousexpres* 
4loas of xespect ingratiated iumscif in his conAaence, and by 
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*tlmt flMMM iR^fMired tbe.v^«5r toiMwil (heeouaMlsof AMb^ 
ophel. 

Q. What was th« first eomiael of that wily poUttcfan ? 

A To preclude the possibility of a recoaciliation with the 
exiled monarah, he counselled the usufper to violate the fe- 
malea whom the king had left to the charge of his palace. — 
Absalom without expressing the least reluctance, in defiance 
of the laws of Ood and common deeeticy, perpetrated this 
shameful wickedosss, and thus inflicted on his father the 
most public disgrace, as had been denounced by the moatk 
o4' Nalhan. Though we see the jiMtice of God in the pta»<* 
ishment of David, y«t it forms no excuse for Absalom or Shw 
mei ; they both acted'freeJy fi-om themselves and from Satan. 

Q. "What was the next plan proposed by Ahithopfael? 

•4. He requested to be sent with a body of twelve thoo- 
Bsfnd men to fall upon David's little company, while the/ 
Were exhausted wilh their hasty flight and distracted oy ap- 
prehension ; hut Hushai, who had gaineda high placn in Ab- 
salom's esteem, argued with so mucli eloquence agaio:>t this 
measure, and adduced such plausible reasons for his opinion^ 
that the design, though evidently the m >^t prudent, was laid 
aside ; Ahithophel in a fit of vexation, afid despalrirjg uf the 
success of Absalom, returned home and han^d himself. — 
Thus (jh)d answered David's prayer in a more terrible man- 
iMHT than he expected or desired. 

Q. How was David made acquainted with his danger ? 

^. Hushai, fearing Absalom nouid be induced to listen to 
AhUhophel's advice,senta young woman to Jonathan and A* 
himaaz, the sons of the prii^sts, to acquaint them with Ahitho- 

Shel's counsel, and adviise David to prepare immediately for 
efence. They were however discovered by Absalom's 
spies, and with much difiicuky and danger at last reached (he 
camp and hifbrraed the king of all which had pa scd in the 
city. On hearing this account, David immediately pahsed 
with all his followers over Jordan,, and arrived at Mahanaina 
the next day. Here several of his faithful servants had as- 
Bemhled to tender their services. They pres^'nted him with 
•provi-^ions, couches," tents and other necessary articles. 
Q. Did Absalom pursue after David ? 
Ji, Having coHeeted a powerful body of forces, he put* 
them iHider the conduct of Amasa, nephew to David, pur- 
sued after his father and encamped in the land of Gilead, 

Q. Had David a sufficient force to meet his rebellious son? 
• A, The delay of Al^salom, as Ahithophel had forest^en, a5- 
forded 'David's friends an opport^unity of sDengthemng b» 
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maaji nMtk was now ki a contiitton to*itse#t timir epfion^tM 
ID tbe field of battle. The array of David waa much ftmaller 
than Ahsalom'3, but far superior in disciplbe. They wire 
also encouraged to expect success both from the jitotice of 
thfcir cause aiid the remarkable answer of David's prayer io 
tbe counsel of Ahithophel. 

Q. Who had the command in the royal family ? 

jf^. He divided kh forces into three parts and committed 
the conduct of the war to Joab, Abisbai the brother of Joab^ 
{H)d ittai the Gittita. He would have taken the.charge of the 
army himself, but was dissuadpd from it by his friends^ froift 
afiSsttion to his pej-aon ttnd the importance of bis lifW, both 
to the civil and religious iatereBts of the nation. 

^. What insf ructions wdre given by David to the array be- 
fore the battle ? 

•4. He gave particular charge to each of the generals t*^ 
spare the life of Absi^lom : for though he aimed not only at the 
government, but the life of his too indulgent father, David de- 
srred nothing so much as to preserve his guilty son, that h^ 
might have time fot repentance. 

^ Qi What were the circumstances of the battle ? , 
. A. It was fouf^ht in the forest of £phraim, and though AbJ- 
aiilom's army WaS:8o much larger than David's, they werfe 
defeated ; twenty thousand ol the rebels were slain, Absai- 
lorn bad an enormous bead of hair, which he had chenshed 

' as a great ornament. As he was fleeing with great precipita^ 
tionjfrom the enemy, he was taught by it in tbe thick Branth- 
PS of an oak - The royal mulfe on which he rode continued 
his speedi and the traitor Absalom remained suspended in the 
oak. In this dreadful situation be was discovered by one of 
JoaVd soldiers, who feared to kill him on account of David^s 
solemn charge to the commanders, but he acquainted Joab 
^ith his condition, and that general less scrupulous than the 
soldier, slew Absalom, and bis servants flung his body into a 
pit and covered it with stones. Thus Absalom met with ft 
death as extraordinary as his crimes. When Absalom was 
dead Joab blew the trumpet and recalled his army from pui*- 
«uing the en^my, and* they returned to their own dwellings. 
Q. Was Joab justifiable in slaying Absalom ? 
wf . He undoubtedly intended the interest of David an4 
his kingdom in destroying him, and as a political measure, it 
was necessary. Yet, as he had been commanded by his 
Sovereign, to spare Absalom, and had no warrant from Oo4 
to execute v^ogeaDce upon hkcEk^ the action cannot be ex* 
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Q- How was David M^ied at the {Ateltt«;eiiee of \m t&ti*^ 
d«ath? 

A. The afTtfCtfon of a father, the thought that hU own ex* 
Ample and crimes had proved so niinous to his family, and 
that wbeo his own life %vas spared his beloved son whs rut off 
in the midst of his crimes, overwhelmed him with sorrow, 
which caused him tocrj out, la tbeans^uish of his soul. Oh 
IB J s^n Ahsalom ! my son, my soA Absalom, would to Cknt 
I had died for ihee ! Ob Ahsalom, my son, my son. 

Q. Was David hlanaealilc' in grieving so ranch for Absa"* 
lorn ? 

-^ His grief, though rational, was porh'ip^ too extrtwr* 
agnnf, he should have submitted fvith pHtient Filenc« 
to the will of God. It was also very impolitic, and ten- 
ded to weaken the attachmt^nt and damp tlie zeal of his 
adherents, who instead of receiving warm commendations ftir 
Ihpir victory, felt themselves condemned for the d»^a(h of Ab- 
salom, and returned grieved and ashamed from the field of 
glory. 

Q. flow was David made sensible of his error ? 

•^. Jnab entered his apartment and severely reproached 
him for his conduct, threatening him at the same time with 
a general revolt unk'ss he concealed his j^rief, and shewed 
himself to the people. David bein^ conscious that Joab had 
truth and reason on his side, stifled his resentment at this 
proud and insolent speech, and appeared before the people 
with a cheerful countenance. 

Q. Were the people pleased with his condescension ? 

A, h offertTially rnnciliated the esteem of his subjects, and 
tlir.re seemed to he hut ono contention among th»^ tribes of 
J^rarl, v:h\ch w.ms, n !]o should bp fsrst to rt^turii to their alle- 
gianro. From th^ time thst David bon-jm to rei»n in Hebron 
over the tribe of Judah only, the distinction brtween I-^rapf- 
and Jud;?)) bepah to be o!»serv«>d. When David heard of the 
favorable disposition of the trifles of Israel and hj»d no over- 
Un'es from his own tribes, he employed Zadok and Abiathar, 
to assure the principal persons of that tribe of his nffectioa 
for them, and to induce them to be as active as theii* breth- 
ren in returning to their duty. David was also displeased 
with Joab for slaying Absalom, and for the haughty manner 
iie had been treated by him ; he wished therefore to deprive 
him of his command and to bring Amasa to his intero^t^ 
thinking he tvouUI hrm% all his party Vitb him. He therefore 
proposed to deprive Joab of his command and give it to Aia^ 
j^sa, in case of his return to dfuty. 

(^, Was this proposal just or Wi#€ in David ? 
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A. U vras nott iiA tfaou^h J^ab deserved to be punished, -be 
had too great influence with David's best fiieiids and the ar- 
my, to Ue 9uppl«itaed by Aniasa, a darh^g it^bc), whom David 
ought uot to haie tru:ited. 

Q. Were these airaogemeots of Duvid productive of any 
mischief ? 

Ji. The partiality expressed by David for the tribe of Ju- 
dahy juloea with their forwarduess and s^al in bnngiog hiin 
back to Jerusalem, excited such jeaiou.'^y in the other tribes^ 
tb«tt ^ey as;aia tlirew off their alii giHiU'e^and headed by She- 
ha, a rebiilious Benjamite, bid open dctiunce to tii^ kin^r.-^ 
J«MLb aiio^ iufldmed by a spuit of revenge, mui-dered his ri« 
*al. 

Q. In what manner was Amasa slain ? 

A» lie received from David a command to raise a force to 
quell She ba's rebellion ; but, as Amasa's appointment was 
unpopular, he seems to have met with some difficulty in rais- 
ing troops, and tarried lunger than David expected. He was 
therefore obliged to have recourse to his old generals, Joab 
9od Abishai, who took what forces they h.ad with thtm, and 
pursued after Sheha. When they had marched about forty 
fiirlbngs, to a village called Oibeon, they met Amasa, who 
came With a great army to the king's assistance. Joab went 
forward to meet him, with apparent friendship, and taking 
his hand on pretence of saluting him, he thrubt his sword in- 
to Amasa's side, who immediately expired at his feet* Thus, 
Joab coa^ding in the favour of the army, set both the king 
aod public justice at defiance, and maiched on to attack Shv* 
ba. 

Q. What became of Sheba ? 

A. He endeavoured to raise forces through the several 
tribes of Israel, but after the first moment of anger subsided, 
iew appeared williog to espouse his cause : he, therefore took 
refuge io the city of Abel of Beth-maacbah, where be was 
closely besieged by Joab, and was on the eve of destruction. 
A prudent woman, by means of the soldiers on the wail, pro«- 
cured ai| intenriew with Jo&b, aod persuaded him to discon- 
tinue the siege on condition that he should have the head of 
Sheba thrown to him over the wall. This the citisi^ns, at the 
persuasion of the woman, agreed to perform. And Joab. 
marched back to Jerusalem, with such increased popularity, 
Uiat David feared to punish him for the murder of Amass, 
4)r deprive him of his command. 

Q. What took place while David was retunun|^ to Jerusa^ 
)em ? . - . " . 
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•'1, Shimei was fb«4bat« who eaxem^arik to meetliliii, tfnd 
in the most nbjvct maofittr btgged bis Ibrgiveness, Abiibal 
begged that he might be put to deiUh, as a pubKe exiHupIe 
ibr hU insolence a»d treason ; but David refused to mWy bis 
restoration, with the execution of a sinj^le erimia^ ; be 
therefore pai'doned Shimeu Me\ hibosbctb also came to meet 
David, a|3 soon as be entered Jerubalera ; be had neither sha- 
ved his beard, nor changed his clothes, but had shewn everjr 
token of expressive sorrow since the time of David's de- 
parture from Jerusalem. Upon the kiiig^s enquiring, why be 
had not accompanied him, he replied hy a simple narratioa 
of facts ; stating the treachery of Zil>a, and his own inabili- 
ty to follow the king, in forcil»le hut respectful and aifectiim- 
ate language. But, whether David did not give full credit to 
his assertion, or was ashamed ofliis own credulity, he suffered 
22iba to escape merited punisbmeut and to enjoy part of the 
fruits of bis slander. Barzillai, the aged .Gileadite, who bad 
furoisbed his troops with sustenance, while be 1;^ at M<dia- 
naim, came to meet and conduct him over Jordan. D^vid 
pressed him to go and re^i.le with him at Jerusalemt but Uar- 
2iUai refused on aecount of bis age, but recotn mended his 
Sion Cbimham Ut tfie kingV notee : David took bim into lus 
^rviqe. After taking an afiectionate leave of bis venerable 
frieud, be proceeded oo bis way to Jerusalem. 

Q. What calamity did the Israelites sustain after David 
was restored to the tbi-one ? ' 

A, The land was afflicted with faming for three vears in 
succession. David pt^rceiving that it- was a national judg- 
ment, enquired of God for what particular sin he thus con- 
tended with bis people, and was informed by the divine ora- 
cie, that It was occasioned by the sin of Saul, vi ho had en- 
deavoured to exterminate the Gibeonites in defiance of the 
oath of Joshua and the elders of Israel. The history of 
Saul gives no account of this transaction ; it must have been 
a heinous offence against G(»d, who, though he deferred the 
pitnishment tintil aner tb<7 denlb of the offenderj required 
that it sbo«iid be. expiated by the blood of bis posterity. 

Q. What expiation did Goi require at the hands of David? 

•/}. God commanded that David should cooi>ult; With the 
Gibeonites and do whatever they n^quired. 

O. What atonement did the Gibeonites demand ? 

A, They required that seven m^^n of the house of Sayl 
ahould he given up to them to suffer for the transgression of 
their father. The king spiit and took five sons of Mer.^b, 
S^juPs dmigbt^r, who had been educated by Michal, David's 
frifctaad tw#«aa6 of RisEpah« th« coocubioi^ of Saul, audde« 
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%W%t^ib»mt6the'&bc0mUi^orihtMteTi%efn of'blood, who 
X&ok Hiem and iisQged them oo ao hill, to expiate the sin of' 
the Batioo. 

O. Howdidtfie mothers 0f th^se derated yduths stisUia 
thekwa? 

A. No mention is made of Merafo, who was the mother of 
th^ f^e yonng men hroui^ht up by Michal, aa her own. It is 
prD/bftble that Merab was dead before this affecting judgment 
took place ; but Rizpah took sack<^loth itnd spread it upon a 
rock, where she watched the dead bodies of her sons, and 
suffered neither the birds to touch them by day, or the beasts 
of the field by ts^ht, iiU .the I^ord was pleased ta remove t)ie 
cursie by sending rain upon .the earths 

Qf Was David informed of Rizpah's conduct ? 

^4 Tea 'f his servants told him, and he sympathized Vhh 
ihe bereaved and aged pare at, and gladly embraced the oppor-- 
tanity of f elieving her from her DM^laocboly chaise, as sooa 
as It was proper. On the^rst token -of the Lord's reconcili- ' 
atlon, David ordered the bodies of the devoted youths to' be 
taken from the gibbet and decently interred with the bones ,, 
of Saul and his other sons, in the sepukhfe of Ki^h, their fa- 
ther. .By this action, David proved that he did not act from 
reseutmenl: to SaiiiV faiaily, but in obedienee to the Hsoioti- 
naand of God. 

Q^ How are we to reconcile this triuiBactioii with the jfxs^ 
tiee of God's goverflneirt ? 

'A. Whilst the grand outlinesof the Lord^sgoveramen^t are - 
evidently lighteo^ seme oi his judgments are too lieep 
for our compr^ensioo,4 but^e are bound to believe those 
'divine Jippmntnsents to be -juat whieh asetdaae^ adfflih^tlit ap» 
pprance^ Go4 camiot act4ii]j[«wtfy4«aodi»a'<«iBaf^ 
m wisdom and Justice, Iry the goven^ment «if ther.wierM, fniii^ 
be made plain. The fmoishmeot of €hiidren,^<Qclhe fiias«f 
their parents, and of subjects for Xhose of their rulers,^ even 
after their death, marks God^s abborreuee of destructive 
cfunes, and teJIiesiia to |)my for dir rulers, to refuse-to be 
tl»e wistrfpi^Qts Bi Hneir ^nteos, and to deny our passions, <lut ' 
oliiove to pofitority. 
**Q.' What events a^ nextTecorded^ David's r^ign ? 
. J{. He' had four victorious batt^ wjth the Phli»|tine% 
who were the remains of the ApalcWs, jand,(^9aesa6d. au^ 
enormous size and strength, ?is gave David and Jus aervanti^ 
not only an opportunity of sigBaiizihg their ^pur^gej bQt;:a(T^ 
^rded new proof df the Lpr<ra protectbn* i laone of thelse 
battles David was in imminei|t danger of betRi^ slaui )»y a m^ 
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m tJNlVERSAI. • 

•f Qo\hOi» which cieca^ooed hist)(Scet8 th entreat htm' nevr 
•r to engage again m battle^ \e%i the Hgbt of Israel should be 
i|uencbed by his untimely death. 

Q,. What fiin did David commit soen afief these four Tieli»- 
rie«? 

w^. Elated with prospenfy, his heart and^be heart* Hf bis 
people, were fiHed with pride, and God permitted bim to re^ 
quire his olficers to number ^be people, that he might know 
how powerful a monarchy he commanded. 

Q. Did not Joab and the other commanders remonstrate 
With David upon this occasion ? 

J3. Joab readily perceived that David^s desfre of number- 
ing tlie people arose from ambition ; that it waslnconsietent 
with his character, and would bring a curse upon Israel. 0e 
tberefore-^addressedthe king with affection and respect, aind 
endeavored to dissuade him from his design ; but David was 
absolutely bent on his purpose. Joab and the commanders 
began the fatal act with reluctance- After spending nearly 
tea months in taking the account, they returned to Jerusa- 
lem^ haying numbered ail Israel, except the tribes of Benja* 
min andiievi. These tribes were pot numbered, for the king 
by this time, began to be sensible of his error. . 

Q. .What was the number of the Israelites at this time ? 

A. The sacred historians differ in their accounts. It seeoae 
at if God had thus t)rdered the cirGurastances, that David 
Uiould not be gratified in his unlawful desire. . According to 
Josephus, there were nine hundred thousand men who were 
eble to bear arms, exclusive of the tribe of Judah^ which 
contained four hundred thousand. 

Q. Hew wa» David made sensible of his transgressaoD ? 

' wSi ;TOe pro|dbet Gad Was sent to him, in in-der to pfopoutitf 
as a punishttieDt, seven years famine, three niooths ili|^t be* 
fore his eDfemtes, or three days pesiileBce. - 

^. What choice did the king make ? 

•6f. In this distressing situation he prefei^Md a ealamity 
ivhich came directly from God^ whose mercies bcOlniew to 
be very great, rather than to fall into the hands oThw ebe^ 
miea, who should trimnph in the miseries of Israel^ and thus 
have been hardened in uieir idolatry. He chose the peati* 
lence in preference to the famine, as that calamity wouKI fM 
most heavily on the poor, white he and his family could sep- 
toly their wants, but he ch6se that scourge which afiected 
both high and low alike, and in whidi the hand ef God would 
appear most distibefly. 
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Htsronn in 

* % WhaifoUof^e4 la coa8e(|qeii^e of Bavid^s choice f 

A. The (histroviiig angel waa sent forth through the land ) 
seventy thousand felt in one day. Josep|iu3 ioforms us that 
they did not perish by a dngte matady, but by a great variety 
of excruciating diseases. When the angel appeared and 
stretched his arm over Jerusalem, David entreated that his 
people mijght not be cut off for his transgression, but that he 
and his father's house might suffer in their stead. 
^ Q. What answer was given to this petition ? 

A. The Lord was entreated for his people, and he said io 
the df^troying angels it is enough \ stay thine hand. The 
4,[pvophet Gad Was sent immediately to David with this ecNoa* ' 
.j^aand^ that he should build an altar upon the threshing floor 
: of Araunah the Jebusite ; over wblcn the destroying angel 
WBS then hovering with his drawn sword. David without d4« 
lay purchased the flooi* with all it contained, of Araunali, 
who would wininghr have given the whole. There be erec- 
ted an !^har and offered sacrifices, and the plague was staved. 
This, according to Josephus, was the very place on whieh 
. Abraham erected an altar for the offering or his son Iniaey and 
on this spot tile teniple was afterwards/ouiK. 

Q; Had David peace and prosperity after this plague was 
removed? 

JL We have no account of any Wars or famine during tb« 
" remainder of his reign. The king had time to cultivate tfre 
nils'of peace ; he enriched his kingdom by comlnerce. He 
laid up costly materials and made great preparations fcfr 
building the temple ; he composed a great number of sacred 
itnd prophetic h^mns, wiMch he taught the Levites to sing, 
accompanied with instruments, in all thmr puUlc ftssemfalies» 

Q. Had Solomon atiy ihtimaition of his b^g destined t» 
feign? 

' Jl, David informed him and all the people for what end 
be had collected such vast quantities of materials for build- 
ing. That he bad been nrohibited from building the temple 
. himself, because bis hanas had been polluted with blood and 
war. But that God bad promised to bless his soh Solomon, 
by giving him peace from foreign and internal seditions, and 
«ommandud that be should erect a temple to him at Jerusa- 
lem, which sliould be the glory of the earth. Then addrea- 
. sing Solomon, he charged hiiUy as he had been ordained kins 
before be was born, to remember the goodness of -God, anS . 
. render himself worthy of the honour destined him, by keep- 
ing all God^s commandments himself, and by ^et permitting 
olEers to break thi»p). He charged him also .not to d^la;|^ 



d by Google 



ereetiDg a tempfe to Qo^^oor be terriiied by Che ▼«8tNS» of 
.the work, as there were ten thousand talents of g^ld and; a 
liundred thousand talents of silver, collected together, beside 
^last quantities of brass, iron, cedar trees, hewn stone, aod 
precious stones for the building of the teraple, with stotue*' 
cutters, carpenters and artificers of all Icinds. David also ft:i- 
borted the rulers of Israel to assist his son hi this buildingv 
Mid informed them, that it was a mark of national Ingratitude, 
that they had hot built a temple before ; that God had com- 
manded their iathens when tney should be at peace, living id 
'houses of their owd^ Uiat they should not suffer the ark of 
<3od to dwell in tents, but should er^ct a temple for it. He 
Jlie^eforc charged them a» they valued the favor of God l» 
lhrwai«d iite work, and When the temple shotiid be fkiisbed^ta. 
place the srfc of Go^tberelfi. ' 

<^ How were David^s efder sons pleased with the appoint* 
^ent of their youngest brother to the kingdom ? 

«tf. Knowi«igit to be the a|»potiitment of God, none made 
<ciiy efippsition,, except Adomjahy who was the eldest of £^- 
vid's Temaioiog sonSi. He reseBsbled his brother Absalom^ 
both in beauty of person, enormous ambitioniNind contempt. 
1»f God's appointment, and the peace and happiness of hi9 
too indulgent father* 

Q. What steps did A4oni|ah take to procure the king« 
dom ? 

JSL He first set up a splendid equipage, with fifty footmea 
to mn be/ore bis chariot. D&vid had now become very ia- 
Jrm, through age or weakness, aad^either did not know of the 
■tate Adonijah assUiQed, or was too Indulgent to reprove 
him for hia extravagance. . When Adonijah bad gained a few 
jia<riizans, among whom was Joab, the dreaded general, and 
Abiathar the high priest, he thought himself secure in his at- 
tempts upon the throne. He. therefore built a strong fort at 
Zoheleth in the suburbs of Jerusalem, for his pnrtizans, who 
intended to invest him with regal authority. He invited alsa 
all Jus brethren and most of the Rulers of Judah, expectinn^ 
that they Avould concur in his design. 

Q. Which of the rulers remained uninvited to Adonyah'a 
.feast? , 

•4. Zadok, the second priest,,Nathan the prophet, and B#- 
naiah, the captain of the guards. Adonijah knew that these 
men were too much attached to the cau^e of 'David and Sol- 
omon to be tampered with. Many others of the same efa«r* 
Hcter were left behind. 

fi £iow was David made acquainted with this Tehellieci 9 
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HISTORY^. ni 

Jt KnUian the pcophet seot Bethsbeba, Solomon's mother* 

. to. aequaiDt David ttwt Adonijah had caused himself to be 

proclaimed king, and te remind htm of the promise h*" had 

madft to her^ that Solomon should succeed to the throne ^ 

. Israel. As soon as she had done speakinjg, Nathan ent^rtid 

the rpyal presence, and asked tlie king, if it was by his per- 

koissioa that Adonijah was proclaiimd kinf ; that he h^d 

made a reyal fuast and had-ioviti*d Joab, Abiatbar, and itll 

. the king^s sons except Solomon '^ that the sound of. their 

trumpets had been heard throughout the city, with the shouts 

.«tf his g^Uf^&ts, proclaimiugi long live kiiig Adonijah* 

*■ Q. What steps dhl the king tike to secure the throoe lo 

SolofnoB ? ^ ' 

wf. He commanded that Zadolttfae high prte^and BeBafiE^ 
the captain of tl>e guards, should take with them all the ar- 
med men about the palace, and set Solomon upon the kingf€ 
mule and conduct him out of the city to a fountain tailed 
Gishon, and there anoint him king with the holy oil. He al- 
so commanded that it should be proclaimed through the 
■whole city by the sound of trumpets, that Solomon reigned 
upon the throne of David, 

Q. What effect did the execution of these orders produce- 
iDU the party of Adonijah ? ' 

A, The servants of Da\ id anointed Solomon king, and tht 
transaction was signified to the people by the sound of trum- 
pet, ^he people returned ^ the shout with joyful acelaraft- 
' tions of long live king Sobmoil, until both the earth and air 
echoed with the sound. When Adoniiah and his company 
.heard these shouts, they were greatly dismayed, and rose ^p 
^ from table filled with consternation^ This was encreasea 
by the arrival of Jonathan the son of Ablathar, who acquain- 
ted liim t^ith all that had passed. : On hearing this intelli- 
gence, Adoniiah and his guests hastily quitted the bouse, of 
least ing, and fled for safety to their own houses ; Adonnah 
alone took refuge in the sanctuary. Placing himself before 
the sacred altar he implored hh brother's foigivenessi 

Q;. Dili Solomon grant him a pardob ? I ' \ ' ' 

tS. Tes, on condition, that he proved himself a faithful sub- 
if ct, relinquished the royal state v^hieh he had assumed aqd 
'ved peaceably in his own house, content with a retired life* 

^. Wha^ other actions are recordec) of David ? 

•tf. He Dttmbered the Priests andLevites into CHttrse*; 
twenty- four, eoursie|» of Priests and 4weDt>-fuur of Levites ^ ' 
and hiivipg distributed their course to them by lot«hecoiii- 
majidedjlhatcach course ahoirid adnuoister in the office #f 

sa 
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the s&netiianr eight days in sucoAtsioii, from Sabbath toBab* 
bath. David divided the army ioto twelve parts ; each part 
tontained twenty -four thousand. Over these divisiooa be ap- 
pointed proper olBcers, men whom he knew wer« not oaiy 
prave in war, but lovers of piety and justice* These officer^ 
with tlieir men were ordered by turns to wait on i^ioe Solo* 
non. A.fter this he convened tne heads of the several tribesi^ 
with his own sons^and addressed them in the fuliowing mao- 
Der : ^ My brethren, you know tliat I had a great d4»ire to 
Viild an house for my God at Jerusalem ; but was prohtbiteil 
from doing it, because my hands were polluted by the slaugb* 
Jer of our enemies," God comnoandi^ ih»i hw son wboai 
ne named before his birth should erect this temple. He ex- 
.horted them therefore to yield obedience to kmg Solumoov 
. and not to despise bim on account of his youth ; but to re- 
member that the younger was often preferred by God to the • 
elder, as they had witnessed in his appointment to th& 
throne. He exhorted bis sons to yielcl obedience to thuir 
younger brother as his brothers had done to hini. He next 
commannled Solomon to obey in all things the laws of bis 
God and his country, as the pronojses of a prosperous anil 
happy reign, were only on condition of obedience. David 
also, at this timet shewed them a pattern of the temple in all 
Its parts, which he had drawn for Solomon by divine Inspira- • 
tlon. He added to the collection he had before made about 
eighteen millions, from his own private treasury: and 
exhorted the people to oontribute liberally for the erectioa 
of the sacred builaing. 

Q. Did tl)e^ people fottowthe king's example ^ and contrir 
bute to the temple ? 

A, Not only the rulers^ the Priests and the Levites, buft 
the common peopje shewed great alacrity in contributing to 
the work. They brought net only gold and silver in great 

Suantities, about fifty millions, but precious stones in abun- 
ance, were delivered to Jehiel, one of the posterity of 
Moses, who had the charge of the treasury. 

Q. What thanks did David render when he saw the libe- 
mlity of the people ? 

A He returned thanks in the most solemn manner to Gody 
the parent of the universe, Cor condescending to receive as 
tokens of liberality, what had been bestowed upon them by 
his bounty. David'as king oflsrael had attained the highest 
•mittence of wovMtjr power and greatness- ; birt contempla- 
ting the infinite giones of God, who inhabiteth eternity, wb» 
Metb immensity, who is underived and independent of alli^ 
ivk* aioaa^poaaeisea every glorious pftr&ctioni md rules thai. 
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vra^eVse witb absolute atitlrorrty ; he fait and acknowledged 
that he ami bis f^tfpfe were nothing. From Gotl alone, lliey 
had received those possessions^ which he had inclined tbetr 
hearts to bestow willingly for his service. He exprc^ssed his 
astonishmeot that Gk>d would accept the offering of such in- 
digent imd sinful creattires. *' What am I, and what are my 
people tlHit we should be able to offer so willingly. For all 
things are of thee, and of thine own have we gi> en thee.** — 
The royal prophet concluded his prayer, by eamesUy be- 
seeching God to continue in his people, the same b«>ly zeal 
for bi^ service as he had witnessed that day ;«^«id thut he 
wouM bestow upon his son Solomon a perfect heart and a wil- 
ling nund to keep all his commrinrlments. When David had 
concluded his prayer he called upon the people to bless the 
}jord with him. At his request they all fell down upon the 
grountl and worshipped God. Thf»y alsd returned thanks to 
their aged king for alt the blessings they had experienced du- 
ring his reign. On the followinjc day David offered sacrificeg 
of burnt offcrmgs and peace offerings, and the king kept a 
8»<)red feast with his people. At thi? feast Solomon was 
anointed a second Ijme as king of Israel, in the presence of 
aU the. people, and placed with joyful acclamations on the 
throne of »bis father. 

Q. What charge was given to SvlomOii by his father at 
ibe approach of death f 

A, He called Solomon to his bed-side, and lolemnly re- 
minded him to remeihber all the instructions which he had 
ghrea him ; as he was now on the cou&ies of the grave, be a- 
gain exhorted bun to remember that all the promises of God,^ 
to him and his posterity, were conditional, and would be ful- 
filled in proportion, to his and their obedience^ Ho recom- 
mended some £aithfui adherents, to his particular Cavour and 
protection. Ue e^chorted him to puniUi Joab for tho nntr- 
der of Abner and Amasa, acknowledging that ho would 
have done it had he possessed aulEcient power. He raminded 
him that though Shimei's insolence bad beeq. pardoned as far 
as related to himself; yet, as he was a dangerous persdn, |t 
would be well to keep his eye upon him, and tceat hiqa as \xi% 
ftifi^re conduct merited. 

Q. How are we to consider these dying counsel of David> 
^ w^* They ought not to be imputed to personal resentment, 
but a regard to justice and a pious- concern for the security 
of Soiomon'a throne, which iuchided the cause of God ana 
of Israel Joab had long deserved death, and David's timid- 
ity had left the sin of innocent blood unre vended upotj bi» 
ftuqpiily aftd kiugdoia ^ 0elNal«fC9t had liod David's haods. >- 
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^ Hf! now saw Che til eSeeU of.bia cpimlnal weakness in spa- 
^ vla^ Joa6. By his late confifMracjr, Joab had proved bow dan- 

feroUs he ml^htbe to Solomon, and tbougbit had weak«at^d 
k power,he had still gr<fat influence. He therefore charged 
Solctmon both from interest and justice* to wipe the stain of 
innocent blood from the throne, by^tbe exeeutton nf Joab.-f- 
Shimei also deserved death, but Solomon lay under no aueh 
obligations as David was under, and if hefoiind him restless, 
intrtguingand troublesome, he might treat him i|S bis wisdom 
dictated. 

Q. Hoi^ong was David's reign ? 

A. He died in the seventy-fifth year of his age and the 
fortieth of his reign. . [B. C. 1 014.] He reigned seven years 
in Hebron over the tribe of Judahonly,and thirty -three over 
ail Israel. He left an immense treasure In his palace, beside 
that which was set apart for the temple. His remains were 
interred with due solemnity at Jerusalem. 

Q. How are tve to eBtimate the character of David ? 

v2. He committed greater faults, and was possessed of 
more virtues, than almost an^ man. As a iSin^ ho was valiant 
' in war ; he excited his soldiers to brave actions, not by the 
terror of military discipline, but by his own example in the 
field, and his kindness and care of them in the cjonp. Vfe 
have several instances of the great attachment his soldiers, 
felt for hioL ■ . 

Q. Will you relate some ef them ? , 

A. When he lay coneealed in the cave'of Adiillam, he oc- 
easionally led forth his forces ta defend his country. Being 
* extremefv thirsty after an engagement during the harvest, he 
expressed a strong desire for a draught of water, from a well 
Sn the pte of Bethlehem, which was remarkably fine. The 
PhiUslines had possession of the city ; but three of David's 
oflkers broke through the host of the enemy, aftd brought 
their general water at the hazard or their lives. 

Q. How was David afiected with this act of generous val- 
>ur? " 

A. Re was ashame<| of his inordinate wish, and refused 
to di^uk the water, vdiich be considered as the blood of these 
brave men, but poured it out as a drink offering before the 
Iiord. The attachment of Itfau, Hushai, and aH the prose- 
lyted FbiKstiue^, shew how nqiuch he was beloved by th^^se 
immediately around his person. 

Q. What other good qualities did David possess? 

A He was prudent in eeunciJ tmi wise in niai»£fDg the al^ 

Digitized by Google 



fain of the ktnniooiv He hi/A the «!iiuse and hiterfisfs 6f re- 
ligion e^eit at neart ; be promoted It Hr his example, mt 
instructions and his authonty. He was lenient to bis ene-^ 
mies, retnrntng kindwsss for abase,- and rood for evU. Htr 
foHo^ed the preempt he gave in some of hts fast words: 
•* He that would rule over men must be just, ruling in the 
fear of Ctod,** He gave repeated instance's of patience un-' 
#er perseculhm : bow mild was his reply to his 'hrefhren^ 
who charged bim. with pride and haughtiness of heart,- 
^hen he accepted the challenge of Goliath ? How long at*d 
how patiently did he bear with the injustice and Cfocfty, of . 
Bnufi He was a generous^od firm friend. He Was meek 
and sincere in his dii^Kvsjtion. Though aDoioted kingi he did 
not assume the reiQ9of goverameut tilF commanded by God. 
Apd vvben Absalom drove him from the throQe> be did not 
return to Ft without the permisfioD of the people.. Severer 
bore in miod his heinous olfences, and repeatedly acknowl- 
edged that he was guilty of blood. ^ He submitted with hum- 
ble resign^Hiofi to the heavy pumshnaents inflicted on him and 
his people, for bis sins, mourning wfth heartfelt abasement 
that others should suffer for hi» imqulty* In all instances he 
acknowledged bis unworthiness of the great favours confer- 
red upon: brni and promised to hfs postenf y. Hi's faults arose 
firom the warmth of his passions, and the too great lenity of 
^18 temper. Though ftnfn in the field of battle, be shrunk 
ihlffir-niiicthtg puniBhment ort his adherents and children.— ^^ 
We may say therefore that he was great as a king, great as a 
prophet, but weak as a man and a f&ther. Let those who 
condemn aa4 ri^nle tte character of 0svift imitate his 
Tirtuea if they e«0| and aviud hit vices. 



,. CHAP.VHn 

f%e mgn9 qf SoJotnon ai^d Rehohotim* ^ 

41. lUd SoloToon any trouble from bis brother A^oni|ab 
after bis father's death ? 

w8. Nothwith<ktanding Solomon had pardoned Adonijah only 
on condition of hi«ishewin{i; himself worthy to liveybe made use 
of B5thsheba*8 interest witlr her son, Co'procui^e tor him the 
handofa Stiomanhish virgin, who, by theai^viceof the physt- 
tiati, had baen thaiiMsbar ol 0^vid% old a(^(^ Tbkn^ueAl 
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0o1onoii considered not only m hii^hly imprdfler^ hkt as its 
f edication tliat he Atill mnitfd at the throne, and mdeied^ it ap- 
pears that Joah and ^hiathar vrere pftottitig >with Aaooijah 
w dethrone Soloinoa ; and that^ by thia meastire. they sitppo* 
feed be would not only increase the numher ofhia adherents, 
by attachrog her relations and friends to his party, bnt by re- 
^ei^in^ the concubin*) of his (alher to wife, wMx the consent 
of Solomon, it would be a taeit acknowledj^etnent, accord- 
ing to the opinions of those times, that he had a (awiul r^t 
to the kingdom. 

Q. Did Solomon g?vc conisent to this [Proposal ? 

•4. No, he sharply rebuked his mother for making; so in- 
considerate and improper a request, and commanded that 
Adoniiah should be immediately |tut to death. . Joab who 
ffiarecf a like fate, fted to the horns' of the altar for protec- 
tion. When it was told the king that Joab had fled to the 
altar for safety, he sent Benaiah to bring him to answer be- 
fore the tribunal of justice for his conduct. But Joab refu* 
«ed and chose rather to die there. When this answer was 
reported to the king, he comnvanded Benaiah to slay him 
before the altar, that the innocent blood shed by the hand of 
Joab might be wi))ed from, his throne. 

^. Was it lawful to slaj Joab before the altar ? 

«f. The law of Moses commanded that no/t CTen €k>d*s id- 
tar should protect wilful imirderers» '* If a roan come pre- 
8umptuou«iy upon liis ni^it^hboiir to ^lay^ him with guile, ibon 
Shalt take him from mine altar that he may dW,^ 

Q. What pumshmcnt was Inflrcled upon Abiathar the high 

priest? ^ 

A, He was dt-fcraded from his office' and confined to his 
Own territories at Analhofb. Solomon spared his life, though 
be considered him worthy of death, becanse he had borne 
t!)e Ark of Clod before his father David, aod had partaken of 
all his afflictions; tims the sacerdotal dignity was transferred 
from the house of Eli to that of Phmehas, as (Jod bad fore- 
told, by the propht^t Samuel : 2adok, who was of tfa« iio* 
of Fhinehas, being, made high priest. 

Q. What was done to Sbimei ? 

A, Solomon commanded that bfe should build 6im a hbns^ 
at Jerusalem, where he must continue under the immediate 
eye of royalty, fbrb^ding him to pass the brook Kidron, on 
pain of death. Shimei acknowledged Solomon V command 
was wisfj' and good, and checifutty submitted. H« lited 
peaceably at Jek^osalem for three years, but growing secure, 
W either furgot the obligation hu<} upon him, or coulemued 
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^^kmion'ji iiu%>rityf and despised tbe onth whic^ bound 
bim lo i^eri^Wm ^ for faeark^ tUut two of Im scrvanU, wba . 
had ruQ avcaf from blu) were m Uath, he went thto'e in mif'^ 
suit of tbein. ■ On bis n'turn, Solomon reminded him Qt the 
concUtions |]{>0A which Jib had spared his life, and the oath hm 
bad tak^n to. obej th4>8e condition^ ; he then commanded 
that be ahouJd he executed, not only fi)r disobeying hift 
eomioandt^y hut for the wickedness that his heart was coH' 
scifHia.of tawaidd his father* and (o ^iiow the people that; 
eompiicated iniquity, thouf^U it may ei&cape merited punish'* 
raent for a tinie^ wiil^ finally, meet its reward. 

Qi Whai allianee did BqIobioii form with the king of 
Egypt? 

^. Ue married Pharaoh's daughter, and received for her 
portion the city of Gezer which had been taken from the 
Canaanitefl^ Me had h.!for« bis father's death, married 
Naamah, an Ammonitish princess, who was the mother of 
Kehohoam. As Solomon is not censured in the scriptures 
for uniting himself with these two foreigners, it is supnosed 
that f hey, were both proselytes to the religion of iarae). 
When Solomon in his old age was drawo into idolatry, the 
gods of Egypt are not uj^ntioned among his divinities. 

Q. What public work did Solomon first undertake ? 

A* He rebiiHt the walls of Jerusalem, making them roticb 
larger and atrong^r than they were before. This iihistratee 
the concki'tioD of the fifty-first psalm, where David fvays, 
** Build thou the wvUs of Jerusalem,'' ttiey being unfinished 
or im perfect at that time ; it Shows why the city was not 
thought strong enough to pr/)tect the king agaiD^t the power 
^ef Absalom. 

^ What request did Solomon make to Clod ? 
•f. Soon after he had ascended the throne, he went to 
Gibeon to offer sacrifices on the altar which Moses buHt. 
While he was there, God lippeared to him in a dream, and 
promiaed to grant any petition he would mak^e ; at^cordtng- 
iy he besought the Lord to give him wisdom and diseretSon 
to gOTemUie people .wilh prudence and sagacity. This pe* 
'tUioD was 80 <aeceptabie to the Alm^l^y, that he mitonljr 
endowed him with wisdom, far aurpasaiBg any other faumai^ 
mind, but promised to add Jong.lUe and prosoertty to the 
gift. God also renewed the promise made to David of con- 
tinuing the same prosperity to bis descendants, provided 
they kept his laws and were obedient to his commands. 

Q. What was the first instance Solomon fare of supeniN^ 
judgment? 
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t/L'T^m wbhiH) jftppeartrd befi>re bkt tiibiin^ ifitli a dead 
^nd a liyii>|; child, and <eaoli asserted, fvHfa eqtia( afdour, that' 
ihe Ywmg lofant was her own ; there being ao witnesses to 
prove the truth, he ordered the object of meir dispute to be 
cQt asnndetr and equally divided between the ctaimants. 
^Phe real mother was so affected with this sentence, tHat she 
Intrealed with all a methei's anxiety, the ^blld^s fife might be 
spared and ^v!en to her bpponefn^. The other woman d«^- 
red that the decree mi^ht be executed. Solomon iiHimedi* 
atcly gave the child to the woman, who, by the feelings of 
teMemess, had shown herself the real mother. When the 
people saw that by Xfais extritordrnary manner Solomon ex* 
torted the truth beyond all farther dcxubt, they revered bum 
notwithstanding bis youth, and yielded a cheei*fal obedience 
lo his government. 

Q. Did Solomon give fusUier proofs of tmcomaMO wis- 
dom? 

A, His wisdom slione conspicuous in the choice of his 
councillors, the institution of laws, Ibe economy of bis hcruse- 
hold, the strength and discipUne of his army. Solomon was 
not only eminent in political wisdom, but his comprehensive 
mind was endued with universal science. . He excelled in 
astronomy the famous astrologers of Egypt^ Babylon and 
Arabia. He surpasst d the mi^st; eelebra^ diymea in tlie 
knowledge of God ; nor was he less accpiaiiiied with caoa- 
4non affairs.; his proverbs are a rjilenf life. Hewaa an ex- 
cellent poet, though litile of his poetry i»ow remains. He 
%vas also deeply %ersed in the4iB«rent branchea of Natural 
'History, and discoursed in a very instructive manner 4ipoa . 
the nature, properties, and use of the several species of plants 
and animals which are produced on the earth, in ajr, or 
ocean. Beloved by his friends, revered by hts allies, and 
dreaded bv his enemies, he lived In the most profound tran- 
(juihty and enriched his kingdom, particularly his metropo- 
Jis, to 4mch a degree thateveo iptrid and «l)ver htst their iw* 
trinaie value hf. extraorcHnary a^ndaoce. Grangers flock- 
ed thHher from all parts of the earth to behold the splendo«r 
of his court, and those who had form^ the: highest espeela- 
tions >were obliged to acknowledge that their emiceptions 
liad fallen .for stort of the reaiUies. 

Q. Did Solomon obey btr father*s injunctiohawid build « 
temple? 

J. As aeon .as he hadarrangiid the affain of bis kiDedom 
he began the important work. Hiram, king of Tyre, who 
had been the ally and friend of David, continued Uie same 
JfiiadoesB to hia son. He provided timber from mount Leba- 
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iisn ffer tTieT*mpl(», nnd received in roturn wheat and ©the? 
Vrotistons for his household. Hiram also provided work- 
mvn, who accompanied those of Solomon, both Id carving 
timber and hewing stone. 

Q. At what time was the foundation of the Temple laid? 

»^. In the fourth year of Solomon's reign, and in the 480th 
-aft<r the emancipation from Egjpt. The king^s ardour io 
this work was so great, and bis resources so immense, that 
it was finished in about seven years, and foreignets were at- 
tracted to Judea by a new object, whii:h is justly styled the 
glory of the earth. 

Q. Will yon rehite the circumstances of the dedication? 

^» The ceremony of the dedication began on the eighth 
dny of the seventh month of the sacred year, or the first of 
the civU year, b«*fore Christ, lt)05. The ceremony of dedi- 
•cation lasted seven days, after which began the feast of taber- 
nacles, and continued seven days longer. 

Q. What part did Solomon take in the c«remonj? 

A. He accompanied the procession with bit whole court, ' 
Icnelt down, arid spreading his hands toivard heaven, dedica«- 
tr.d the building to God in an appropriate prayer, which htt 
ofiert*d in the audience of all the people, entreating the Di« 
vine mercy to taake it His residemje, and to accept the pray- 
ers of all the sons of Jacob which should he directed thither 
in e.very cKigence, from all parts of the world. A miraculous 
fire descending upon the altar and consuming the victims, 
proved that these petitions were accepted. 

Q, What other buildings did Solomon erect at Jerusalem? 

JL He built a mjignificent palace for himself, and another 
for his queen, the princess of Egypt. He also rebuilt and 
etilooized twenty cities in Oallilee, and fortified many other 
cities in his kingdom. 

Q. Did Soknooa encourage commerce P 

A. He caused a navy to he built upon the coast of the 
Red Sea, and sent It under the care of some expert Tyrhiu 
marhiers, to Ophir, which by some is supposed to betfa^ 
island of Ceylon, by others to be Sophala in Egypt, from 
whence he received a great quantity of precious stones, rat* 
tals, ivory, ehony, sjNces, and some peculiar sorts of timber. 

Q. Who was the Queen of Sheba ? 

Jt, An illustrious princess, supposed to he a descendant of 
Abraham by Keturah. Having heard of the splendour of 
Bolomon's court, and the exalted powers of his understand- 
tjag, she ^ravded from a distant country^ supposed to be 
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Ethiot>m» to satisfy her curiosity, atid to be instructed \q itie 
knowledge of the true Ood. v a ' 

<2. Hoff was she received by Solomoa? 

•A The kiriff received lior with great reapoct, and enter- 
tained her with a view of all tbo magnificent objects in his 
inetropotisy at which aha expressed the highest satisfacUoo ; 
V^t ahe was more attracted by his wisdom than power, »nd 
owned that it wat not witbnut reason that he was esteemed 
the wisest prince of his time : they parted with un exchange 
of rich presents. 

^ Was tho whole life of Solomon equally prosperous and 
happy ? 

Ji, As he advanced in years, he- became infatuated with 
Xhe'love of iddlatrous women, and gradually sunk Into the 
practices of their national abomiuations, and Jerusalem was 
surrounded with idols, temples and altars, in open defiance uf 
the divine command. In consequence of this defection, tite 
deluded primse was assured in a dream, t-hat his successors 
ilhoahl bepvaiafaed for hia ingratitude, with tbe loss of the 
whole Inngdomt except the tribe of Judah, which should 
contiiMie its allegiance, in considemliMi of the promise \KiAch 
49od had ^ven tO' David. 

Q. Was Solomon awakened to repei^tence by this defluo«> 
elation ? 

•^. The sacred histories are silent upon that point, but we 
have reason to believe, from the book of Ecclesiastes, that 
be not onhr repented, but made public confession of his of- 
fences. Tbe sms^oTDavid were not visited upon htsposteri- 
ty, tyecause they were persooal, but the sins of Solomon in- 
fected all Israel, and are justly pnmslM^d by national cahimi- 
ty. •Solomon died after a reign of Ibrty yeoia, and waa bu- 
ffed in tbe city of David. [B. C. 980.] 

Q. What was the «tate*af 'the kngton aflbnr SobittoD be- 
4«me an idolater? 

A/T>mti^ th« latter part of 'Sofotnon's reif^n, « «ph^t of* 
diacentetit hadl^een diffused t'lronigh the land ofCanaanand 
the adJBCttnt countiries, s» that Rehoboam^ tbe heir appareiM^ 
had three p«>if«retftil ee^mtea < to Encounter. Hedad, *tiig of 
Sdom, who bore an inveterate hatred to the bouse of David, 
jRezon,king of Damascus, and Jeroboam^ an onter|iriaing 
£p.hrathite, who had been told by the prophet Ahijaii, that 
God would give him the sovereignty over the ten tribes. 
Which were to shake off their allegiance to ifaercigning/amtip 

*Q. Who succeeded Solomon ? 

JL His son lUboboam. 
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^ ^. What ifas the character of th'ujrounf priftce. ^ 

•4. He poflsessed but a moderate understanding. Being 
the unrivaited heir of a flouiriabtng kingdomi his natural prid« 
aad rashness w<;re increased by the fiatterj of the young 
men with whom he was tduieatody tiod^ by their advice, be 
nd^umed so arrogant a denaQanor, on his first aacending the 
tlirone, as to disgust his subjects and occasfon the desertion- 
i>f the Icrt tribes* . v 

Q, AVhat were (lie particulars of this defection ? 
j9. Ttie people of Israel appear to have been dissatisfied 
with the latter part of Solomon's, reiga ; beU)^ aasemhleft at 
Shecheoi^ to crown £LaboboaiB» they «om|^«oe4 ^ Hm ot 
the tales they had beea obh^ed tO; pay hiafatber,^ ao4 r«* 
i|4ie9tedthatbe wonM reijmttheiiK on which eondjti^ii thejf 
i^ould serve Ifim faithfiiUy, aa the¥ ba4 s«rreid^ SolflWHl* 
Rehoboaisi consulted the elders, who had been thf cp4^¥|d^: 
ior» of bis fathen*, who advised' him, by ali means^ to fiio9))f)(f 
tf itfak the demands of the people, otherwise beii D|ast ni^, eJ|«»^ 
i>«ct they would submit aoietly to bia governiacnt^ But Jlf^^ 
fM»boaii» eould not bring bis fasme^ty iiiio4 ti^ nf^eede- ^ eoQ^. 
dUiona proposed by his sul^ects, aiid ba fottow-ed the. a^viii^ 
at hia youthful c^nspanionsi who eounaelled hiqa tp apeal^ 
YVfth authority, and damp the mutiaoos spirit of hia sulrj^ti 
by nesehite language* He accordingly giive tho people to 
underatand that tie would make their yoke heavier than hia 
father , had aver made it; in proportion, bis little ^ger 
•faould be heavier than his father's loins. The people q| 
Israel being- highly exasperated at this reply, rebelled srgai^st 
liehohoam» and cDose Jeroboam^ the son pf Nebajt, for tfaeir 
king. 

Q.'Did Rehoboam attempt to regain hia (^utW>rity over 
the rebelGous tribes ? 
. 4^ He first sent Adocam^ an aged and esperieQuedi 9m9§ 
whooa Salomon had placed over the finaneePi either tff per*. 
Bi«ade the people to return to their duty^ pv to demaiid thai 
taxes, as a Ipahle attempt to infurce bin impmi^nt thfeata} 
but, whatever hia message might have b^n». \k^ people wofo 
ill no disposition to receive it ; accordingly he lost hi? life in 
a popular tumul^ and Rehoboam fted in terror tQ Jerusa- 
lem. 

it. What was th« noKt step ho took tP hrmg t^em tQ 8ub^ 
snisBioa ? 

•^. He assembled all the fore^a of Judab aQd BcKnamiQ tQ 
xoake war upon Israel, [B. C 97^] but Ood commapded bfmi 
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by the mouth oFShemalah the prophet, to desist, for this ^c^ 
fection of the tribes uf Israel >vas from Him, as a judgment 
upon the nation for their idolatry. Hehohoam was not so- 
lost to a sense of duty as to prosecute th« war after this pni- 
hihition, but contented himself with rendering hrs small por- 
tion of territory formidable: fur this end he built many 
strong cities for defence ap^ainst his numerous enemies. The 
. f lumber uf his subjects daily increased by pious fumilies fronr 
the other tribes, who did not choose to sepayate fiom tVie 
true worship of God. 

Q. Was liehoboam^« reign prosperous ? 
•4. He was at first \ but prosperity hardened bis heait* H# 
married eighteen wives, and bad, be^de, thirty coQCubinem 7 
he bad twenty^^eigbt sons and sixt^ daughters. He gave tte 

Soternment of the fortified cities into im hands of has sons,, 
ttt he appointed Abiiah, the son of his favourite wife, to be 
bis successor. At this period be appears to have governed 
wiselj, and his sons, m amity with each other, strengthened 
His Idngdom* But Rehoboam forgot the power by which he 
stood, forsook the Worship of God, and drew his people into 
idolatry. For this sin, God brought a powerful enemy' 
against Judafa : Shishak, king of Egypt, who came with a» 
army to besiege Jerusalem. 

Q. Was Rehoboam made sensible of the cause of this ca^ 
kmity? 

•^. Yes, the prophet Shemaiah reproved him, in the name 
of the Lord, for his idolatry, and for the people^ and shewed 
them the cause of these disasters ;. on which Rehoboam and 
bis people humbled themselves for their sins, and God gra- 
ciously spared their lives and their existence as a nation ; Isut 
)>ermitted the city of Jerusalem to be pillaged by the Egyp- 
tians^ and the golden ornaments to be taken away, a^ a pun- 
ishment for tbeir aposCacy. After Shishak had withdrawn 
bis army from Jerusalem, Rehoboam continued the forms of 
worship, lie made bucklers and shields of brass, in the 
room of those of gold, which had been taken awHy. 

Q* How did Rehoboam reign during the rest of bis life ? 

Jl, Though he was not possessed of true piety himself, 
many of bis subjects were, and for their sakes God preser- 
ved the kingdom of Judah from all their enemies ; and Uie 
remainder of his reign, which continued sis^tcen years, was 
nourishing and peaceable ; [B. C. 958.] After bis death hlft 
son Abijah took quiet possession of the throne. 
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!I%e lUshry of JudaJi and Israel^ from the death «f RthcHfoam 
■ to &u reignqfMab king of Urad, 

Qj, How ^id Jeroboam reign in ferarl ? 

Jl, As soon as he was settled bs kir^ m Israel, he buBtliina ' 
a palace in Shechem, and another atPenuei, that th<»y might' 
be the seats uf government on each si4e Jordan. Jeroboam 
aet «p two idols, one on the northern, and the other at the 
adtithem extremity of the chantry. Bethel, where one of 
tlla idols stood, was held sacred on'accorint of the aUai> 
Jacob ere4:ted tliere« The eity of Dan wJis also revered by • 
idoktors, since the days<^ Mieah. Jeroboam persnaded the 
people that, as God was every where present, they eoiikl * 
render him as acceptable service in their ow» cities, as t» 
take BO long a journey to Jerusalem. Thus he persuaded- 
the people to forsake the true worshVp of God, lest, by goiofp 
to Jerusalem, they should be induced to return and submit to 
the government of the house of David. The greater part of 
the people readily concurred in ^is measures, wtiieh suited 
their convanieoce and iDcHnation, but the priests, Levttee, 
and many Israelites, were honourable exceptions. J«robo- 
am^ s|lso, made priests oi;^ of every tribe, and generally of 
the lowest class, that they might be mor^ subservient to his 
purposes. The Levites being thus deprived of their tythes,. 
reported to the kingdom of Judah, ana strengthened the go* 
vernment of Rehoboam ? 

Q. What repi'oof did Jeroboam receive for his Idolatry ? 

JL When he had assembled the people to offer nacrifices 
upon the new altar at Bethel, and was himself officiating as 
high priest, a prophet from Jerusalem denounced the de« 
struction of the new altar, by a future king of Judah. who . 
should be called Josiah ; and, as a proof of the tenth of his^ 
prophecy, assured the multitude that the altar should that 
day be rent, and the ashes upon It fall to the ground. Tka 
prophet had scarcely finished his prediction, when the altar 
burst asunder, and the ashes were scattered. 

Q. What efiect was produced by this prediction ? 

A. The king was highly incensed, and stretched forth his 
hand to seize the prophet, but to bis great surprise perceived 
it instantly wither. This incident brought him to a sense of 
his guilt, and he entreated the prophet to pray for him that 
he might reco^r tbeose of his hand; the prophet without 
K 2 
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hentatiOB, prayed for (he kin^, whose band was iaisiediat«- 
ly restored. 

Q. What became of tbia (Mvpliet ? 

^ He had been conmaoded by God tiot to receiriB vbrf 
refresbmeat in the apostate, city of Bethel, or accept the 
slightest civility which would have the appearance of tellow- 
■bip with these idolaters, ^hbse works «« daAttfeUrs fi^ Was 
tent to deoounce. This cotnnuind, be at first, paoetoallj 
obeyed, for thoujsb aolieiled by the kiof$ himself, to tetnra 
with him to the iialace, and promised a royal reeoaipeti8e» 
hue rdfused; but ne was afterward seduced by a fyhv^^m^ 
phet, to disobey God, hf acaeptiOK entertaiaaient at his 
noose, and was slain by a lion on bis leaving the city. Tb* 
false prophet buried liim at Betbel. 

Q. Was Jeroboam's fife refMwed by these lairSNioWah 
events ? 

a9. It wss not; life er^fiiriu^d tb ))riifcti^fe every st>ldcle^ blT 
ebominatlofn. At length his son Abijah fcdl sick, ana Jerobo« 
am dfeeh^d !mS wife t6 di^Ofse herself in a meaV) habit, and 
go to ih^ pi^pliet Ahnah, and inquire V)f him whether his 
son W<>uM recover. As the queen of Israel entered the pro* 
phei^ faonse, God ftifbrmed him who ^ iVa^ abd direetea 
HA atisWer to her enquiry. 

Q. What was the purport otthe prophet!s inessaf^e^ 

tA. When he heard the soend of her footsteps up*»nthed6oi^ 
he cried out, " come in thou wife of leroboaM, wl» eon^- 
cealest thou thyself, thou art not concealed fVom Godr, f am 
commanded by him to bring thee heavy tidioips.. Go inform 
thy husband, thus saith the Lord, as thou hast forgotten lue^ , 
who raised thet fhonk a low )e&tate to be king over krael, and 
hast forsaken my law^, and haisi caused &rae1 ^o forsake - 
t^m by worshiping idols, I also iVifl cast thee, (kr trprtk the^. 
and will destroy thy famPrly, Who shall all be vic^entty slain,. 
and their dead bodies devoured fojr dogt, oV rbyetioUs beasUs ;: 
mjr pc^ople also, who have fohtaken my VroiTK&ip. Ahall par- 
take of tny pnrVliishment, and be stactter^d among Ine lieatben. 
Go return to thy husband, and When Oiy feet snail enter thb 
eity,^hy ehlldmU dte : in mericy tOvhim I l-emove him fron^ 
life, for he only, of all thy houti^, shafH be h'onoorabty iViter<» 
red, because, ii^ him I h^ve found true piety/' 

<^ What obsenrationsare we led t« mafce upew tidk pOr- 
tidncrf^^ history? 

•/}• We roam that Jeroboens ws»^ to^ mui^ «nt%ht^Mf 
himself to trust to the kM; worsiklp^h^ Md esttibilished; Ibr^ 
nice imbeye^evs oC thai piNnsHt dajv n m» bour !»f daagerlilb 
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aplMifd to iSfod. 16t Iftsnlstad^^. Th& lltso t6acti«s »s that un- 
belief (iroceed* frmn tti« heart, riot the head. As Jerobo- 
ani'a sm tffih peatet th^rt Sdlonfi<vh*8, there ftire, bis pUftisti- 
meot was nawe sevrrc. f^^s trife bemfc a partner in hn 
guilt, shared deeply in his punisiltDfufl. Oo« caiiriot j^icfure 
9 sitoatioo more truly cieplordble tkaa her's; ohfig<?d to>e- 
tum with the prophiit*» lieavy mesaafx^ U» her husband, and 
koowin^ that every atep bhe made t(»wttrd the city, ^urteii- 
ea the |>eri(Hi of hef i»eipved soD'a «xiateiice. , , 

% Did Ihe Br»pbecy of AlMJahhave any effect in rr form- 
tof^^erelMMiin? 

vf. Ht^h&Aih afHI •pfersfsted fh hiis trthsgres^iohs, Aotwith- 
tftiltidiht *^ prophtecjr wa% fconerm^d by the dralh of his 
»»ii, Wirti MttLt Mirieii with Jririnct^fylumours, and lamerrted by 
aN I*rti<slforhi«<^rtu*». J«*rob6«fari »*ei*ned aboltit Itvcnty ivrxt 
yearaj^wd Wai silwciBd^d l>y hii^ adn Nadab. 

Q. How did Nadab refgh ? 

t9. I^othin^ yeriiarkhbit hRJpfpflned durlDfe ^is shnrt i^igo : 
M ft Was h ph>fli^ate prince and retained all the idolatroua 
j*ract!C!cs Of his fat^it^r ; aftd, at the ekpiralion of two yeaiii 
was kllMat the siege of <51bhethbn, by a to^h named Baft- 
sha, 6fth«5 tribe of Issach^ir. Baasha seiaed upon th« v«- 
c^tit thron^i and slew all the family of Jeroboam, and left 
Iherr bodies to b« dfetotired "by l-afcnous animals, as llrt 
ptopfaet had predicted" ^ 

i4-€an you give any accbUtft pt the ftjigh of Abijai, (hb 
»on offtehoboam? 

Ji. Abijah reigned but three years. JiBro1>oaro kinj of fcra- 
rfk^, despising his youth, made war u j>on hina, Abyah trust- 
log 141 the protection of heaven, led bis little army to engajgc 
the numerous host of Jeroboam* When the two arnoies 
vr«re drawn up in battle af-i-ay, the king of Jtidah stepped be* 
twe4?n the combaftints and desired Jeroboam and Israel to 
IxiUn to hiin. When sitencli prevailed, he represented m a 
short but animated disconrse, the enormitv of their sin in de- 
;iAiHmgfrom th<!^ tru« W6r^ii}) of Gotl He Warnied them t>f 
the danger Of drawing thteir SwoI'dS against then- bretbrirti, 
vlib had ti^v«»hijaripd them, and entreated them for thfeh- 
eWh sakfesto defcist ©tit Jie^obbam c«»nfidirig in hi* nmnbeVs, 
wftftid nbt irith^itW lifefdtcfiS', tut took advantage of tbb 
thm AHteh waimddwJWhit^trtfti f» «iend a dVtachYncJnt pVi^ 
rkUW ^ autrouncl tiie *«rmy of Jiiidaft. Thrs at first disrour* 
aft«d Al>|«h'a troops, liirt W rtwbitrtlgi^ fhem to trust 5h 
God, Mbbn Wbich ttrey all jofn«'d in jH-ayer Ibr drvinU *fsi*?st- 
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Judah fell upon tl^e en^jn j, with great iiboatt. God' wither^' 
ed the couruge of the Israelites, who were defeated with 
greater slaughter than has ever been reeorded in any oiber 
battle, the number of slain being fiva hundred tb^usftod. 

Q. Who succeeded Abijah ? -^ 

JJ, Asa* his son, who was possessed of true piety and ex-> 
erted himself to restrain the wickedness of his subjects, hy 
abolishing those idolatries which had been conni'Ped at in the 
pHTcceding rei^n, and by using his authority tor the observln^^ 
of the wor:ehip of God at the teu&ple. He displaced fob molfcer 
from being queen, because she had made an idol. -He alsio 
banished all persona of infamous characters from his domin* 
ions. Neither was be neglectful of tlie civil interests of his 
kingdom. He prepared a large and well disciplined arm j 
(or its defence. He built and fortified a great number of 
cities ; and though averse to war, was ever ready for defence. 

Q. Was Asa engaged in any war ? 

•^. In the tenth year of his reign^ Zerah king of the Ethie- 
pians, mddf* an expedition against him. His amiy consisted 
of 900,000 fi>ot and 500,000 burse, and 309 chariots. When 
Zt^rab had reached Mareshah, a city of Judah, Asa led out 
his forces against him. Though Asa was [prepared at all times 
for an enemy) be had not a foroe sufficient to defend th« 
country from so powerful an army as that 8f the £thiopi- 
ans. Yet the king of Judah felt no fear at tlieapproacli of 
this formidable force ; for he trusted in the Lord whom be 
had served faithfully. Before he engaged in battle he made 
the followiDK prayer : ^'Lord, it is nothing for thee to hetp^ 
whether with many or few : help us Lord our God/ for we 
rest on tbee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. 
O Lord, thou art our God, let not men prevail against thee.** 
The oTeot accorded with As^'s faith ; the Ethiopu»ns were 
defeated, and Jodah greatly enriched witlv their spoil. 

Q. What message was sent to Asa by the prophet Aaariah 
after this victory ? 

'•^. Azarjah met them on their return, and desired. the kia^ 
and his whole army to attend to the-wordof God. He in- 
formed them that the Lord had granted them this victory, 
in consequence of their late reformation in religicm, and as- 
sured them, if they persevered in worshipping God with per- 
fect hearts, they should be always successful over their cne- 
injes. But if they relapsed into sin, and particularly ipto the 
sin of idolatty, they should be punished with every species 
of cabmity, until, finally, they should have neither prophet 
or pncst to direct them m the paths af truth ; but their aties 



d by Google 



.s4]Ou{d be dedtroysd, and Ibey should be sairtc^red over i\\& 
f'jkc^^ ei the eaith«^ The propUet caucluiicd bis address* by 
advishsg them to adhere toibtj lu\i» of tiu'ir Uud, that hap- 
pioess, both here and inaoolber Kurld> might be their por- 
tion. 

Q. What effect had the prophet's address upon the mind* 
of the people ? 

•!► It quiclCened both the kk>g and his subjcct&in their du* 
ty, and Bueb waa the pro»}>erUy of Asa^s kiugdum, tiiat a greaf 
iru:nber of the Waelites joined theiui>civea to the govcrnoieut 
of Judab. . , ^ 

Q. Did Asa contiaue to rule vith wisdom during hia whole 
reigoP 

*^ In his old age, be grew distrust ful of God. Baasha Irfnat 
of Israel, took a city from Judah called Ramab, and fortifiea 
It. This city was so situated on the frontiers^ that ft cora- 
manded fhe entrance iotoi Judah, and not only prevented the 
Idraelites from having any intercourse with that sister king- 
dom, but was a great inconvenience to Asa's sulijects. The 
king instead of putting bis trust in God and attempting witht 
his own subjects to regain the lost city, sent a Targe present 
of the consecrated treasures to the king of Damascus to en- 
c4igo him to make war upon Baaslia, that be might witbdravr 
Itia troops from Ramah. 

Q. Did the king of Damasetis aeeept tbete proposals f 
wf. Asa's bribe was so large that the king of Damascus wa* 
fodueed by it to desert the altianee of Baasha, and marched 
with a large force to invade his territories. Upon which Baa- 
sha withdrew his troops from Ilamah^ and Asa made^use of 
the materials which were prepared for building Ramah, ie^ 
erecting two cities y one lie called Geba and the other Mi%* 
pah* 

Q. What reproof did Asa receive for lus miscenduct? 
wf. Uanani the prophet Informed him, that because he haci 
reSilrdupoii the king of Syria m an hour of distress, and not o» 
Qod, who bad delivered him from verf poweffui enemies, he 
should from that time he treuhM ^ith continual war. Upoft 
receiving this message Asa was angry at the prophet, and con-. 
0Ded him in the stocks^ and when some of the people cen- 
sured this conduct, he oppressed them also. 
Q. Did Asa ever repent of these sins ?. 
»/?. We are not informed of his repentance, though w« 
must believe that he did repent, for the scripture records that* 
hj^ heart w^ perfect with God all his days. He Uycd Id.yeaiii 



d by Google 



tM UNIVERSM^ 

ailer ihh e^«)t, iMit bftving opetAy disfaoiiour«d 0od^he \atttr 
part of hw reign was obscure *nd ipglorioua. He wjmi also 
trottblfd with a painful disorder la bis f«*t, wbith waji a just 
punkdiin«nt for confiniu^ the proph^t'g feet jo the itycks : 
under this excruciating correction he rekipsed into his for- 
mer sin of relying up»n man and not upon God, truslin^ 
to physicians for re lief, and not uniting prayer with proptr 
means for restoration. As the lit»td has phrased to throw a 
cloud upon hislncnnoryj we wifl not try to pemtrate it, 
though we trust that he repented of this sin. [B. C. 95t.] 
Mis whole reign was forty years, and notwithstanding the 
blenaishas in bin character, he uas an excellent king, and bis 
liobjects w/rc happy under hts govcrtimctrt. 

(^ What transaction took place In the kingdom of Israel 
during Asa's reign ? 

Jl. Baafihat who slew Nadab the son of Jeroboam, »• ha» 
already been related, retained the government He nad« 
the city of Tirzuh his capital He reigned $4 yeani, and 
WflEsmore impious than Jeroboam or his son. Tlie Lord sent 
aprophet to warn and reprove this wicked prkice, thrcaieo- 
ing to cut him off and his (amilyi as he had Jeroboam*£« un- 
less he* reformed. 
' Q. Did Saasfaa reform ? 

•^. No ; the prophet's message seemed rather to animal* 
him In efil than to bring him back to duty. IH |>erf0rm£d 
nothing worth notice, except the attempt he mjide to foKify 
Ramah : he died shortly after that transaction, and f\'as suc- 
ceeded by his son Elan. %vho reigned but two ^eara, bc^Dg, 
treacherously slain by Zimri, one of his officers. 

Q. What became of Zimtri ? 

A, After be had slain Elah, he assumed the kiog)v powef, 
and slew ail the family of Baasha,who thus perished for their 
imprefy. Yel Zimri wa« iif>t penmtled to reap tk« rewtfrd 
€ff his treaehenr, for he had not enjoyed the kisuAy power 
ImCmitcii days, before he washeeiegrd m bis f apitail^ Ooift^ 
who had been dee^aircd king by tbe arnfvy^ and Was 90 ek>9elj^ 
pressed ibtd he elwt himself np inihe royal fHiiliee^ anfd Bet- 
ting it on lire, i^erished in the flatnes, 

Q. Bid Omri obtain quiet possession of the throne after 
the death of iStmri ? 

.^. The IsraelitefT were d^tidf d ; one party declared for a 
llt?oHl« of the populace named Tibn! ; the rest ndherud t(| 
the cause of Omri. Ttts division occasioned a citil war, 
ivfnelllftslecraVoBtflili years, «id ended wiHi tkp deatkof 
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•fWm, fwid the e«tablish!iient of Omrl iupo?i fhe llironc of T9- 
rael. 

Q. Ilow did Ornri reign ? 

*^. He w;w a very wicked prince, and was more 7.efiTousfor 
the warjihip df idois than any of his prediu-esson* : He was 
valiant, amlseentia to have reigned with great splendor. He 
removed the seat of Kovernnnent from Tirzah to S-amarJa, 
which ci^y he founded Omri reigned twelve year>», com- 
puling the time from the death 4if iSinari- While the king- 
dom of Israel was tor» by iatestin^ eon))n4}tio.nsf Jud»b was 
.gftv^rraed hy Asa, a pious prince, who hegan his reij^n beforie 
tlie denth of Jerot>Qara, survived Nadah, Baasim, El|ih, Z'm' 
ri and Omri, and lived to the fourth year of ^li;tb. 



CHAP. X. 
• T^ HtHoryaf Judtih and Israd during the reign vf Mah. 

Q. Wh« succeeded Omri ? 

A. Ahab, his son, who was a greater enemy to religion a«d 
virtue than his depraved father ; and, without any political ^ 
inducement, proceeded to sti'l grosser idolatries. He mar- ' 
Tied Jezebel, daughter of Etibaal, king of the Zidwians, a 
woman «o furious and zealous iu the worship of Baal, thdt 
her naiae has becoioc a proverb, 

Q. What prophecy was fhl filled at this time ? 

A, The curse pronounced' by Joshua against the rebuilder 
•f Jericho. Four hundred and foity years had>laps*'d since 
Josh^oa pmiif>«n<ied, **ic«nicd he the man before the Liord 
x^o rebuiWetii the city of JeHcho : he shall lay the ftrtinda* 
lien thereof in bis first Iwow, and in his youflget son shall he 
•etirpthe'gatcsof It." ^ . . ^. 

<^. Vfb9 w*4H the man that tiared to^et this awful predie- 
tionHtd^nc*? 

A. Hiel of Bethel, who had been nccustomrf! to Idolatry 
in hhs native city, set the curse of Ciod at defiance ; aiid 
tteHigh Ws KeWest sou^ted when he iaid the foundatjoi^of 
Jerkho, be dnd not desist from the »ndert«|< i«g. When rhe 
bad completed the work his youngest son also died ; the resi 
<jf bis children are auppoaeilOhave died, io the intermedi- 
ate space of time. 

Q, What judgment? jwjerc Mictedftu Israel for thip slna^ 
Abab and Jezebel ? 
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wf. TJie fii-si wa» a rHmlne of three y€iar«, wUeti was fre- 
dieted l>y the prophet EJijah. 

Q. How was Elijah fed during the season of faniine.? 

♦i He was comiBandtd in hide himself hy. the brook Cho- 
rith, where ravtas, hy the command of God, hpou^bt him 
hreadaod flesh, both morning and evening, and he drank uf 
»he water of the brook, till the brook hecaine dry. 

Q. Where <iid the proj^het ^ whea tii« brook became 
dry? 

•/i. God sent htm to a widow of ZnTcphafh, near Zitlon, in 
%e maintained hy her, dtiring the remaining yeawof famine. 
*Q. How did this noor widow find sustenaDce for her fam- 
ily and the prophet r 

A, This womnn, who was a Zidonian, of the same nation 
of .Jezebel, wivs a true worshipprr of J^^hovah, and when 
requirsted by the prophet to permit bim to partake of 
her scanty provisions, she replied, tbat she had no more ihau 
one hitndful of meal in a harrel, and a littte oil in a cruse, 
and th^ she was then gathering sticks to prefiai-e-it for the 
last meal forhorself and «ton, who nfterw^ards miist inevitably 
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rpish with hunger. The piophet repeated hisf request and 
!»id her not to ft»ar to use hospitality ; assuring her that her 
barrel of meal should m»t waste, neither should her cruse of 
oil fail,>untit the day that the Lord should send rain npon the 
earthy The widow bcHeved the word of the Lord ; she con- 
ducted Elijub to her house, where she and her family and 
the prophet were all miracuLously fed, during the remaiuing 
years of famine. 

% Why was.E)i}ah sent to a widow of Zidon rather tfaaa 
to a widow of hrnti] for protection ? 

A, Probably God employed the ravcms first, and then a 
poor Gentile, rather than any distressed l5raelite, to teach bis 
oSentHng f>eopJe, tliey were more unworthy of his mercy 
than the hf'athen. It ^as also an allusion of God*s sove- 
Teignty, afld a pre-mlinMilion of the calling of the GentHea. 

Q. What further miracle did Elijah perform while he re- 
«i«ned with the widow of Zarephath ? 

A. Her son died, anfl w as miracutously restored to life at 
the intercession of the prophet. This miracle cQnflpmetJ the 
faith of the widow, which iK'fore appears to have been 
Wavering. 

Q. What heathen author makes mention of this famine ? 
A. Meanelcr mentions it lo the history of Ethbaal, king of 
Ty!«, who was the fath«r of Jezebel. Meander makes 
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the drought to continue but one year, and perhaps the coun- 
tryof Zidon waa not «o severely afflicted as the kingdom of 
Israel. 

^ What particular sins had Ahab cooioiitted which occa- 
Bioned this severe famine ? 

jSt, He had not only caused all the altars of God, which re- 
mained in Israel, to be destroyed, but the prophets whom 
God bad from time to time raised up to instruct his backsli- 
ding people, to be slain. These prophets, it is supposed, had 
been continued in the seminaries of the prophets ever since 
the 'time of Samuel. Though the whole land appeared de* 
voted to idolatry, a remnant of pious pei-sons were left. A* 
faab, at Jezebers instigatioOt ordered all the true worship- 
pers of Gud to be cut off. Notwithstanding the rage of the 
persecution, Obadiah, who was the governor of Ahab*8 
Louse, found means to preserve a few of them from Jeze- 
bel's furr. by concealing them in two caves and feeding them 
at his own expense. 

Q. Did not Ahab seek to destroy Elijah ? 

«^. Yes ; be sent to seek him in all the neighboring king- 
doms, and so earnest was he to discover his retreat, 3iat he 
caused the rulers of these countries to swear that they did 
not conceal him ; yet Elijah remained a year in Ahab's 
kingdom, and the remainder of the years of famine in the 
country of Zidon. 

Q On what occasion did Elijah visit Ahab ? 

Ji, When the time drew near, in which God intended to 
remove his judgments from Israel, he commanded Eliiah to 
go into Samaria, and meet Ahab, who had set out with his 
faithful servaiit Obadiah, to search through the whole coua* 
try in order to find sustenance for the few beasts Uiat re- 
mained alive. Ahab and Obadiah separated from each other 
in their search : Elijah met the latter, who saluted him with 
the greatest respect The prophet desired him to go and in- 
Ibrm his master that he had returned. 

Q. Was Obadiah willing to undertake the oi&ce ? 

df • He was reluctant to undertake so dangerous a message. 
He knew the prophet had been concealed by miracle trotA 
Ahab's search, and he could not believe that Elijah intended 
to venture into the presence of his enraged and bitter enemr ; 
and enquired of the prpphet bow he had offended, that be 
wished to expose him to so much danger, as to acquaint A* 
hab that he was in' Israel, expressing his belief that the spirit 
of God would convev away Elijah from Ahab, but|he should 
be left lo suffer. And as an extenuation of his backwaidaeae 

L 
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to fulfil £ii}«^^a request menlioned that he h^d feared tli« 
Lord from his youth, and that it was not want of zeal, where 
it could be .useful ; for he had hazarded his life in pre8er\ing 
the prophets of the Lord durioE the persecution raised 
against them by Jezebel. But on Elijah's assuring him that 
he would that day meet Ahab, Obadiah went to deliver bis 
message. 

Q^ Can you relate the meeting between Ahab and £li« 
jahF 

w^. Ahab accused him of being the trouble of Israel, but 
the prophet assured him that it was not he that caused these 
caUttiities, but the king^s own sins, in departing from the wor- 
ship of the true God. As a proof of the truth of this asser- 
tio|i, be desired him to collect Israel at mount Carmel, with 
aJI the prophets of Baal, which were four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the groves, which were four hundred, 
which were maintained at Jezebel's table, and let it there be 
decided whom thpy ought to worship. The kin^ being over** 
awed bv the boldness of the prophet, or softened by the 
dreadful state of the country, gave directlooa to assemble tfao 
people as Elijah requested. 

.Q. What trial did Elijah make to convince the peop{)i 
that Jehovah was the true God ? 

.•^. He desired the prophets of Baal to erect an altar fo 
their god, and offer a sacrifice thereon, and he would erect 
an altar to the Lord, and the God who sent fire to consume 
the victim, they should acknowledge as God ; to this the 
people agreed with one voice. An altar to Baal was erect* 
ed ; the hullock slain and laid upon the wood ; the priests ef 
Baal cried to theii god for several hours, and cutting them- 
selves with knives, mingled their own blood with that of the 
victim ; but the demon they worshipped was not allowed to 
give them an answer b^ fire. When Elijah had eiven the 
priests of Baa) a fair trial of their faith, he repaired an altaf 
which had bieen formerly erected to the God of Israel at this 
place. He then placed the wood and victim for saierifice ; 
then he ordered^ a large quantity of water to be poured, at 
three different times, on the altar, in order to preclude all 
possibility of suspicion. He then called upon the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, to hear hia prayer, and give his 
people a token that day, that he was indeed God, and Elijah 
Kis prophet.: the prayer was scarcely ended before fire from 
heaven fell upoo the ;»ltar and consumed the sacrifice. 

Q. Was this miracle convincing to the Israelites ? 

An They all, with ohe accord, fell on their faces and CTied» 



d by Google 



ihe Lord he UGod, the Lord he tsGod. By the copiaiaQd 
of Kiijab, tbey slew all the prophets of Baal, who, as apos- 
tate Israelites and teachers of idolatry, were condemned 
criminals by the IVlo^ic laW. But the prophets of the groves 
Were not slain ; either they were not prejrent, or being 2*tdo« 
nians, were not considei^ so erianiiftr as tiie priests of 
Baal. A.hab, being overawed by the miracle he had witnes- 
sed, consented to the execution. 

Q. Did God, at this time, send rain upon the earth ? 

A, After the sacrifices were ended, Elijah encouraged 
Ahab to refresh himself cheerfully with his friends, for God 
would immedtat«5ly remove the heavy calamity which had 
sp long afflicted the country. While the king was refreshing 
himself and his attendants, the prophet retired to the top ca 
Carmel to entreat the liord to send rain on the parched earth. 
When he knew, by s^ visiMe sign, that God had granted him 
his reaue«t,'be desired Ahab to make ready his chariot, least 
the ram should prevent his return to the city. Efijah being 
strengthened by divine aid, though old, and weak from frost- 
ing, ran as a footman before the king's chariot, to nhew Aliab 
that, as a suhjectt he was faithful, though, as a prophet, he 
h^ been the nistrument of afflieting him. In the mean time, 
the heavens were covered with clouds, and the thirsty earth 
replenished with water. 

Q. How was JeiKebel ^ected by ^e destruction of her 

prophets ? 

4* Sh^ wjis filled with rage, andl sent a messenger to 
threaten Elijah with immediate death. The prophet, being 
thus warned, fied to Beersheba, which belonged to Judah, 
where he left his servant in a place of safety, but he himself 
went a day's journey into the wilderness ; there he sat down 
uoder a juniper tree and prayed for deaiJi. How ioeonsist- 
ent are the best of men. Elijah fled« through fear of death, 
£rom his country, where ha might have, been useful in suj^ 
jporting the cause of religion, which bad so lately been esta^ 
bltshea by miracle, and which, by the zeal and mallre of Je- 
xebel, was in danger of being again overthrown. Yet now, 
through impatience, he sought death, which before he 
shunned. 

Q. What happened to Elijah while he kiy in this state of 
despondency ? * 

A, The prophet having fnllen asleep through wearinesp 
and long fasting, an angel of the Lord touched him and bade 
him arise and eat. Elijah awoke, and having refreshed him- 
felf^ was so much strengthened by the heavenly support, 



d by Google 



136 VNltfiRSAL 

that he trarelled forty da js without food, or even the desire, 
for It 

Q. To what place did he travel ? 

A. To Horeb, the mouot of Ood ; so called from ita biung 
the place where God appeared to Moaee. 

Q. What commuDlcatioo had Eltfjah with God at this 
time ? 

A. The voice of God addressed him in a tone of reproof. 
♦* What dost thou here Elijah ?" TTie prophet replied, in his 
own viDdication, that he luid not fled from his work throtif b 
want of zeal, for ha bad been very zealous in the caiise of 
God, but it had been of no use, for the Israelites bad tfarowti 
down God's altars, slain hb |»rophet8, be alone was left, and 
his life was sought for. So bitter were his feelings, that he is 
said to have made intercession against them. God then 
commanded Elijah to go forth and stand upon the mouDt, 
probably the same place where he had manifested bis glory 
to Moses. Elijah went as directed, and the Lord appeared 
toiiim there. 

Q. In what manner did God manifest himself to Elijah? 

A, His presence was preceded by a wind which rent 
asunder the mountains and rocks, by an earthquake, and 
still more tremendous, by a fire similar to that which ap« 
peered on moui>t Sinai at the delivery of the law. When 
these teiTific signs of God's approach had passed, a still small 
voice manifested to Elijah the presence of the great Jehovah. 
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and 
$tood at the entrance of the cave. The voice agaiA said, 
" What dost thou here Elijah'?'' The prophet made agaia 
the same reply as recorded al>ove. 

Q. What command did he receive at this time ? 

A% To return to his country, and anoint Jehu to be kinc 
over Israel ; Hazael of Damascus to be king over Syria, and 
Elisba to be a prophet in his stead. By these three persons, 
he assured the prophet, Israel should receive the puniBbment 
of their sins. By these appointments, he taught tne prophet 
that he was infinitely more jealous for his cause than -he 
could be ; and would, by no* means, permit the enemies of 
religion to triumph. As a further encouragement to Elijah, 
%l)e Lord informed him that he had reserved to himself 
seven thousand persops, in Israel, who had never bowed the 
lEnee to Baal. 

Q. Did Elijah anoint all t^ese persons himself? 

A. He i^ointcd Elisha with his owb bands. Uazael and 
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Jehu wece anointed by ED^b, or by persons who acted by 
tbe command given to him. 

Q. Where did he find Eti$bit? . 

A, In hi» fdffaer's fieW, ploughing: ^lVyAh cast hisroftntfe 
wpon him, and he immediatety received tbe spirit of prc^ 
pnecY, and having taken leave of ijis parents, be followed 
Elijah and became bis disciple. 

<^, What r^mai'kable deliverance was granted to Israel 
under the reign of AbaU? 

•tf; Benhadiid tb« king of Syria, encoamged by tbe kt» 
d«sokittng judgments, made f^ar upon Ahab. As the king 
ef Israel Was in no condition to defend himself; he removed 
hin cholce»t treasures into strong cities, shutting himself 
witilin Ssmaria, ivMeh was stroA^y fortified. The Syrinn 
tifttty easily penetrated ii»to the eovmiry^ and laid seige to 
tb4« capital. Benhadad being sure of victory, sent an ambas* 
dador to Ahab, promising cofM^ltona of peace, b^ which 
Ahab imderBtood no mere than^ a ckiim of dominion over 
him and his kingdom, and abjectly agreed to the conditions. 
Benhadad then explained himself more fully by a second 
message, demanding the Immediate possession of all hia 
treasure, with his wives and children, and whatever should 
stppear pleasant and desirable to his followers, in all the land 
of Israel. 

Q. Did Ahab consent to this demand ? 

A, Finding that the king of Syria was determined to de- 
stroy the whole land, he assembled the elders of Israel, and 
.iOBsutted what could be done. They would not allow him 
lo consent to such ignominious terms ; upon which Benha- 
dad sent a blustering^essage, cpofirmea by an oath to his 
idols, implving that he would enter S&maria with such a nu- 
merous host that the whole city, when reduced to a heap of 
dust, would not afford an handful for each soldier. The 
Icing of Israel very patiently replied ; ^ Let not him that 
girdeth on his harness, boast himself, as he that pntteth it 
off.'* ^ 

^ Q. How did the king of Syria receive the reply of Ahab ? 

A, He waa drinking in his pavilion when his messenger 
brought Ahab's answer, and bein^ very much incensed, bm 
ordered his oi&cers to invest the city with his wbole army.^ 
, Q^ How were the Israelites detivered from his power ? . 

A. The Lord sent a prophet to Ahab and promised to pru 
bim the victory oier the Syrians. Ahab, sensible that the 
promised ^ctory must be miraculous, enquired of the pro- 
phet by \thom it must be attalnec^ and W diteetcd not t« 
- LS ^ 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tm IWIVEBSAL 

etnf^y his bravest soldiers, but the pdres cf the chief m^tf 
in the different provinces. Ahab next Inquired wbo should 
lead them to battle, and was commanded to lead tbeiti iaiB* 
self. He collected the jouQg men sm he was ordereil, and: 
ibiuid that they amounted to only seven thousand. 

Q. Relate the circumstances of the battle. 

•^. With this small force, the king of Israel saflred out of 
Samarm, at noon, tvhen he tnaew that Benhadad and his .fol- 
lowers would be heated with wine. Hearing that a emM 
number of the enemy ba^d appeared wilhou^t tb« wall, ften* 
badad gave orders not to kill, but to take the amii alive aii^ 
bring them before him: Theae. ordei-s served to embarrasfr 
the Syrians, who, in endeavouring to seize the enemy, were 
sl&in in great numbers* The whole army being seisfed Wkb 
terror, fied. Benhadad himself escnped on horseba<;k. l%€h 
restoftlie Israelites pursued after the Byrtafi army, ale w» 
{reat number, and obtakied oMieh -spoil; 

Q. Did Benhadad m^e war again upon Israel? 

4. The councillors of Syria advised their king to collect 
another army, equal in size to the one which had been de- 
feated, ixid change the kings who before commanded their 
separate forces, for Syrian captains, who would be more obe- 
dient to discipline, and attack the Israelites upon the. plains. 
By this arrangement they expected to gain two advantages. 
They knew their army i^as more fitted to eombat on a plaia 
than on hills. They also eonceived of Jehovah ss of their 
false gods, whose power they supposted was confined to cer- 
tain districts. They tboitf^t Jehovah^was a God of the bilfas. 
aod fiot of tfa« valHes. 

Q. What nbesdaige did Ahab fe(»erVe at this time ? 

./?.' A prophet was sent to inform him that, because tTife 
Syrians had ^aid that the Lord was Cfod of thfe hills and not 
of the values, the whole army should fall before him. Ahalr- 
accordingly defeated the Syrians on the plains of Aphek, 
iR?ith a handf\3l of men in cdmpftrison of the Syrian army. 
S7,0G0 thousand who escaped from the battle, perished hf 
the m of thfe (Jity wjill. 

^. What advantage did Ahab i^eap fl»6m this victory ? 

./f. Very little ; benhadad sent his servants to him elothed 
HI sackcloth, with ropfes aboiit their heads, iii token of deep, 
penitence for their ghiH^ heseedhlng for life. This ektreinc 
submission flatter^ A hab'» vanity'; he fovgdt td give ^od 
the glory of faia victory ; he ftwgrit th< iatefpsts^df^ferael ; b(#t. 
sent ffir Beniiadadi and Inatde a:lefl%be with bim^ upon con- 
iKtioo ritiMKi«totiwiiia;.i»ite0^ll,tli^ieitieB^wlB^ fifties. 
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hhH tftkmi from Isniel, ao^ a) tow the &r»e)iteB -te ptissegs 
certain privileges in Damascus^ whicti the Syrians enjoyed ai 
SamarLu 

$. What reproof did Ahab receive for Ihia transaction ? 

^. It appears from history, that Ahah had befn cooJr 
manded lo cut off Eenhudad and ali his forces, as the eneniy 
of God. The Lord, by a prophet, reproved him for his wu* 
timely lenity, and informed him that he should fail by the 
bands of the Syrians. This information filled A hub's heart 
*vith sorrovf, bnt neither the mercies nor the judgments of 
God produced real repentance. 

Q. What sin was Ahab giiilty of soon after this reproof? 

A» Naboth, the Jeareelite, had a vineyard which lay viertt 
^e palace of Ahab, and tl^ king wished to parfhase it to 
make an addition to hisroval garden ; but Naboth refused to 
part with it for a^ consideration. Naboth vatned his Vine- 
yard as the inheritance of his fathers, ongrnaliy assigned to^ 
them by the Lord ; and which they were forbidden, by the 
law of Moses, to alienate. He gave Ahab the true reasoO' 
•why he could not cOmply w'ith his request, for be would ra- 
tlier appear uncourteous to his prince, than transgress the 
law of God. Ahab, who had set his heart lipon the posses- 
sion of this field, was so vexed and disappointed at the refu- 
1^1, that tie went hooie sullen and dis^atented. Such was 
the conflict of his passions, that he lay down upon his bed^ 
and refused t-o taste any food. 

^ W^hateoursedidJea^bel pursue 2 

t/L Having discovered the cause of her hiisbetid's mieasi*' 
if^ess, she reproached him for suifering a subject to pve him 
'paih^ and engaged to put him in immediate possession of- the 
♦ineyard, if he would leave the management to her. Ahab 
gave her the royal signet, and she wrote letters in his name 
to the elders of Jezreel, to proclaim a fast, as if some great 
laid wicked design had been discovered which threatened 
the city with divine judp;ment unless solemnly expiated ; in- 
tending while the minds of men were agitated, to seize Na- 
both, and condemn him and his sons to death as dafngerous. 
to (he kingdoni. 

Q. Did the elders of Jezreefconsent to commit this hor- 
rid act ? 

Jl: As they wiHne iiiefl raised to officii by « wicked prince,, 
fb^y did not hesitate to eiFeeut« the eomdiisefon. Nabolh,, 
i^idst the solemnity of the f«9C,^was accused by false wit- 
tfi»l6frof btasl^^emy, «nd ht nod lfeisHM>iift coimieiitiied ta be 
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Bton#d to dentb, and his estate eooAiicatcd to the public tnea^ 
sury. 

Q. Did Ahab acquiesce in this bfamoos deed? 

A. Ahab proved that he was pleased with the conduct of 
JezebcJ and her agents, by readily going, in person, to take 
possession of the estate for which the murder bad been con>-» 
luitted. 

Q. Did Ahab enjoy the fruits of his guilt ? 

Jl. AVhen he went to take possession of the coveted spot 
of earth, he ^as met bv the prophet Elilah, ^'ho canae to 
liim from God, and solemnly denounced tlie heavy judg- 
ments which should follow in consequence of this atrocious 
act of guilt. Ahab, who always shuddered at the presence 
of Elijah, was struck, at this time, with peculiar Ixorror : he 
declaimed, " ha8t thou found me, O mine enemy f* The 
prophet answered, ** I have found thee, because thou hast 
sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord." 

Q. What were the judgments denounced against Ahab? 

A* That dogs should lick Ahab's blood wh«re they had re- 
cently licked that of Naboth : that Jessebel should be de- 
voiired by them, and that all his posterity should be utterly 
exterminated. 

Q. What effect bad this awful prediction unon the mmd 
of Ahab? 

A, He was much affected at the time ; he rent bis dot lies, 
put on sackcloth, fasted^ and shewed all the outward marks 
of penilence, except that he did not restore Naboth's vine- 
yard to bis heirs, or separata himself from his ^vicked oueen. 
Though Ahab's humiliation was formal and hypocritical, yet, 
as it put outward honour upon the divine law« it was so fai' 
accepted by God, as to obtain a respite of the judgments, aa 
far as it respected his family, until after his disease, and he 
was ^aciously spared the anguish of witnessing the slaughter 
of his children. 

Q. Who governed the kingdom of Judah at this time ? 

A, Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, who succeeded his father 
in the S5th year of bis age. |,B. C. 954.] He j^ave convincing 
proofs of his piety and zeal in the worshi'p of the true God, 
by demolishing the groves and idols which bad escaped the 
vigilance of bis fa^er, and promotinp; the service of his Crea- 
tor throttgh his whole kingdom. That the true worship of 
God mighi.be more permanently established $n every family, 
Jehosbaphat appointed men ofpiety^and integrity, wh^ were 
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of high rank, to go through the eotintrjr aod teach in ever j 
city, anil expound the law of Moses' lo the people. 

Q. Was Jehoshapbat attentive to the political mterests of 
his kingdona ? 

A, He fortified all the frontier 'towns obtained by -recent 
conquests; maintained an SLtmy xvbich consisted of a million 
of valiant men, and discovered such depth of wisdom In all his 
actions, and possessed, in so cminrnt a degree, the protection 
of God, that the Arabians and Philistines voluntarily be- 
came his tributaries; and most of the adjacent nations 
sought his friendship and alliance, 

Q. What faults are recorded of this wise and pious prince ?if 
A. He is blamed by the sacred historian for not totally de- 
stroying the high places, and for' suffering bis sob Jehoram to 
marry Athaliah, the ungodjy daughter of Abab. 

Q. Was not Jehoshapbat also blatneable for keeping such 
a large military force ? 

A. Ashe is not accused of oppressing his people, we may 
conclude that this military force served in rotation, and that 
most of them were employed id building the cities for de- 
. fence, and other public business. Amaztah, one of his chief 
officers, is particularly mentioned for having offered himself^ 
ivillingly to serve God as well as his^muntry, and with him 
two bimdred thousand men^ whom we may suppose weiQ 
employed in the service of the temple. 

> Q, Wha^ could have induced Jeheshaphat, who was pious 
and wise, to form anaUtaaee with so iwicked a prince as 
Ahab.' 

A» l^robably, Ahab perceiving Jelioshapbat's prosperity, 
courted his afliance with great assiduity ; and Jenoshaphat, 
ivhose prominent fault seems to liave been a too great plia- 
hility of temper, yielded to his solicitations in hopes of form* 
lag a lasting union between Israel and Judah ; but the con- 
nection was improper, and brought great danger upon Jeho-* 
flhaphat, and evil upon Judah, 

Q. What was the danger to which Jehoshapbat was depo- 
sed in consequence of this alliance ? 

A. Jehoshapbat having honoured Abab with a visit in Sa- 
maria, he proposed that they should join their forces and re- 
cover Ramath in Gilead, from the^ king of Syria.' This city 
was one of those which Benhadad had engaged to restore to 
Abab, when he was a prisoner in Samaria, but having rc\ 
r-'Or^d his liberty, refused to perform the engagenient. 
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<{. Did J^iM»h«phftt eonseiM; to accomf any Ahab m tbisr 
war? 

dl. He consented without hesitation; but before they en- 
gaged, proposed that Mah nhoirid coneiuit the Lord respiset- 
ifiK the success of the p'ropoded battle. Abab immediately 
collected four hundred of his idol^rtcoiis propbets^ who ail 
commanded him to engHge tit the war, and promised him 
success. Jeboshaphat, suspecting that these men were not 
(rue prophets, though they ntade use of the name of the 
liurd, enquired if there were not a prophet of Jehovah by 
whom they might con^It. Ahab replied that there was one 
Aamed Micaiah, who was his enemy, and he therefore bated 
•hiiD, but to plieate Jehushaphat^ be woutd have hinx brought 
be€r>re tbem. 

Q. What w*s the purport of Mieaiah's prophecy ? 

A Micaiah, beinc solenonly questioned in the name of (he 
Lord, replied that the expedition wouk} prove u<ilortii«ate to 
the troops, and fatal to thrir leaders, for G<Oid had permitted 
the other prophets to btj d^wiived by a lying spirit i*^ order 
|o facilitate the execution of liis judgments. 

Q. Did Ahab pay aiiy attention to thi^ prophecy ? 

A. He Was so greatly exasperated at Mieaiab, that he or- 
dered him to be eon fined in prison, and treated with great 
severity till his return, probably intending to put him to death 
as a false pt'oplK't; but being secretly alarmed at the solem- 
nity of Micaiah's address, he seemed to dtsist from his en- 
terprize^ He desired Jehoaha|»bat to tale the chief com- 
maod of the army, while he w(»uld disguise himself, to avoid 
being known by the Syrians, who would aim paiticuiarly at 
liis life. . - 

Q. Was not Jehoshaphat deterred from engaging in battfe 
^fter this soVemn warning ? 

A, Jehoshaphaf 3 silent connivance at Ahnb's treatment of 
Micaiah, and hijrengnpnin* in battfc after this solemn warn- 
ing, are proolVthat too gwat pliability of temper may lead 
the best men into most criminal actions. Jehd»h^phat t<»ofc 
the eommand of the army as Ahab desired. When tbcy 
came to an enj^agement, Benhadad ordered his troops to sio^ 
gle out Abab in the battle and fi^bt only with him. 

Q^ Why was thi« command given ? 

A. It was not easy to conjecture the reason of so singular 
a commimd*, which sprvfd to embarrass the enemy of Syria. 
Ahab had defeated Benhndad twice, and lib<*rated him with- 
<w4t ransom,. when iua prisoner; but this klndnras cwi> not 
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#»t]iff terfttift his subsequent di9graee, and bo pursued A.l)«t Uriih 
the lue^t malignant hatred. 

Q. Wei'c (he Syrians successful in discovering Ahitb ? 

ji» Tbe olfii'ers of Benhadad, observing that Jehosbaphat 
-had the <^hief command, supposed him to be the king of 
Israel and turned all the force of thebaltle aj^ainst him. Jo 
liosbaphajt betn§; in extreme danger, .erii>d unto God: i:puu 
which the Syrians pereeivibg tb*t it was not Ahab, tunifd 
irom him. Ahab, notivithslanding his precaution, «ouFd not 
eiMrape the de&Lioed blow. An arrow shot by accident frum 
an unkno^wn hand, proved fatal to the infatuated Itins; of 
Israel* Aft«r havjog his wound dressed, Ahab returned to 
the field of battle, and remained in his chariot during the rest 
of tbe engagement, which lasted until sunset, at which time 
he died, when A hab's death was known, either Jehoshapliat 
or the generals who succeeded in command, blew a trumpet 
and commanded the people to retun^, every man to his own 
city. Thus the prophecy of Micaiah was fully completed^ 
for all Israel was sea tterecl like sheep without a shephevd. 

^. What became of the body of Ahab? 

•A It was interred at Samaria. [B. C. 897.] Thechariotin 
which he rode being covered with the blood of the deceased 
monarch, tvas taken to tbe pool of Samaria, together with 
bis armour, and there washed, and the dogs Kcked the bloody 
jas it run from tbe chariot, accordlojg to the word ofj^Hjab, 



CHAP. XJ. 

jT^e hisiory of Carthage^ Judak, and Isr/idf during the reign 
ofJehoshaphat, 

Q. What became of Jehoshaphat after the battle ? 

vj. He returned in safety to his own kingdom. Ot his re- 
turn he was met by a prophet nanied Jehu, the son of Ha- 
nani, who was cast into prjson for reproving his father Asa. 
Jehu reproved the king of Judab for confrjicting an alliance 
with a notorimis idolater, and for undertaking an i*^pedititDn 
in express defiance of God*s commanda, infonning bitn that 
wrath was upon him from the Lord ; not the wrath of an 
a.venger, but the wrath of an ofiended father. 

Q. Did Jehoshaphat receive thld reproof as uagracioB«l|r 
9S bis Either did that of Ilanani? 
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«tf. No ; he went no more to Samariat but iaiinediiitely set 
uhout currcclirig the irreeularUiea which had bei^an to 
appeiir in consequtMice of Lis intercourse with idolaters. 
Jeiiosbitphat aiaJc a circuit through bis kingdom, correcting, 
not only the abuses in religion, hut in the ordinary adminis- 
U'at|urj ofjusticc. He estabhshed courts of justicp. in every 
coDbiderable town, in which the Levites presided with the 
ordinary niHgitttrates. The king visited each of these courts, 
,and solemnly warned the judges to do the duty of their office 
in the fear of the Lord ** Ye do not iudpje," said he, " be- 
fore the son^'ii of men, but before the Word of the Lord, and 
his glorious presence resides among you in the act of judg- 
ment." When this settlement was completed, the king and 
his attendants returned to Jerusalem- 

Q. What remarkabJe token of God*s protection was shown 
to Juhoshaphat about this time ? 

•7. A formidable host came against Jerusalem, composed 
of Ammonites, Moabites, and various distant nations. It is 
supposed this invasion took place soon after Jehofihapbat's 
riiturn from Ramath, and that bis enemies heariRg that he 
bad oiTitidcd j4>hovah, expected to succeed against him. 
The kingdom of Judah had enjoyed peace a long time, 
io consequence of which his military arrangements had 
been neglected, and Jehoshaphnt was unprepared to resist so 
formidable an invasion; biit trusting '>to the mercy of that 
God whom he had so recently offended, he proclaimed a na^ 
tional fast, and with his whole heart set himself to seek the 
Lord and humble himself fur his own sins, and the slos of his 
people. 

Q. What answer did God give to his supplication ?. 

A, The spirit of the Lord informed the people by the 
mouth of a Levite, not to fear the mighty host of their ene- 
mies, for the battle was not their% but 6od*s. He comr 
manded them to zo forth tlie next day, not to fight, but ta 
witness the salvation of Judah, from the. Lord. Upon re- 
ceiving this gracious assurance, Jehoshapbat bowed his head 
in humble adoration, and all Judah, With the inhabitants of 
Jerttsalem, fell upon their faces^ worshipping the Lord. The 
Levites joined with the kingund people in songs of praise, as 
if the d^iverance was ahcady completed. 

Q. In what manner were the enemies of Judah destroyed P 
•/^- On the next day Jeho&haphat went forth to meet the 
. enemy as be had been commanded. He seems not to have 
Kgarded th« arrangement of his forces, for he so firmly he- 
aved the Jiord's promise, that he inarched forth &s to a 
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t^bmpli, -wt' w b&ttU& • 1f« «ib(»rt«<i life tf^^ to* ffeet •' 
Arm reliance upon God^s fakhMtieM. lie ciMse4 Mogevsto 
go before tbe army, to slog the beaufy dl liali^ewj atids to 
priuse Ibe Lord for bis mercy wbkb endureth ftreTer. 
Wbe/i the song of praUe began, the XiOrd&eat ^ sjparit cif cqo.-, 
fusiuD into the armies of t^e different natiOBs wbiefa wei^v 
drawn up for battle, who fell upoa ea,ch otber^ either throug^^ 
ixiistake or jealousy, till tbe slaughter l^eeame getneraVT 
When Jehoshaphat arrived on tbe iield of battle, he JTound hi^ 
enemies lying dead in their caiui^ J«hd^aptiat gave -iiUi 
people libeiity to'takA tbe, spoil of tbe enemy^ wbicft .1^8 
immeose. This ifivaaion greatly^ enriched tbe> kingdqtoi; aL 
Judah, and made Jehoshaphat more respected by the hea- 
then nations. On the fourth day after the battle^ ihk Mhg 
and all tbe inhabitants of Judah assembled at Jerusalem, ana' 
celefar«tttd tbeir bioodleW victory. nrlth sol«mii- priAieQ to 

a^d.. 

^. Did Jehosbaphiit have any ftirtfaer connection with ^. 
kings of Israel ? 

•^. Yes ; be again forgot tbe rebuke of tbe prophet and 
formed a close friendahip with Ahaziab, the son of Abao^. 
who bad succeeded his father on tbe tbrone of Israel ;;tbey) 
united in . building shipa for a mercantile .ej^editibn to 
Tarshjsh. Jehoshaphat was again reprovi^d /or ibis intimacy^ 
nnd foretold tliat the ships shoiUd be brotceu and tbe expe^^ 
dition fail, which happeoed accordingly^ 

Q. What important city was founded dieirii% Jehovhaptmi^' 
nei^n? ^ «. 

J. Carttinge, which was built on tbe coast of ^^frica, near 
the place where Tunis now stands. 

Q. At what period is tbe foundation of this city placed-.? . 
w^. About three* hundred years aftcx tbe deatn^fion-JOf 
Jewry. [B. C. 89«.l .' , ' ' 

1^ By whom' was it built j^ ,• '..',.„• . J, 

W. By D'ti^ B TyvNn*priB«eM, ikhn, to aVbid thu cmett^r 
ofiiker broHier P^gMSitloii, fled* witto a nuxsenMBi lhiiif<«f' 
Phenicifanfi, to Africa, w^ei^e she lAid tbe^ <(M|n«btibn of )4^> 
mighty empire, which eMtended its domiiltoaS'etei^» pedt' 
evlcmt of territory, in Africa, a part of Spain, }itfdtb«<priiie^«l* 
fslandsfo ttie MetUterran^ko Sea. - « 

Q. Wb^t'cons^tqted the chi^f strength .of (ii^rtjiagp,t \J//^^ 

^. lU'fitet,\H ooionifrett'; by titaisli, Jtfti HttlMls ibiiUmikn 
Inimeitie. Wilkthw a*(»ey,.«ie]r:!«Ntttf tniiled4o T 
M 
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Itrge.iMiBsxyf men&mfj anldierfi in Ihrir serviM, «Bd tt 
WMMpier without employing many of their citnem in war. 

<^ What fbnn sf gotemiaeot eiist^ in Carthage ? 

Ji^ Reimblrean ; their chief magistrates were called sur- 
Mes, ana were choaen anmiaUy. The government of Gar* 
tiilige, like tfaat of Sparta and Rome, united three difiVtrent 
avtnorities, which counterpoised and gave mutual asaistaiice 
t^ each other) the 8uSeUv« the senate, and the people^ 

H' :Q- What fK^wer did th^ suffistes possess ? 

«A VhejT aasembled the senate, presided in aH imjMMrtanl 
debates, and frequently commandea armies. 

. Q.^ ^hat number composed the senate^ and how great 
was Its power? 

'A. Thetidmber fs not fcoown, hut it mtist hare heen ton 
great for calm deliberation, as one hundred was selected 
nom it to form' a separate assembly. The senate was com^ 

Eosed of persons venerable on account of their age, thftk 
irth, their richtta^ hut especially their merit In the senate 
alt! a&irs of state were debated ; ambassadors from foreigii 
nations admitted to audience, and peace or war determined 
OS. When the sentiments and votes of the senate were 
unanimous^ there lay no appeal to the people. When the to 
was a division in tne senate, the question in debate was 
brou^t before the people, gn whom the power of deciding 
hereby devolved. This regulation had a teDdency to unite 
th» aenate;. such n. council would be naturally jealous of its 
authority, and not ea&ily prevailed on to let it pass into the 
}umds of the multitude. Ancient authors observe, that while 
the senate had the adminiMration of af&ire, the state waa 
governed with jjreat wisdom, and succeeded In aU its eater* 
priziis* '.' 

' 'Q.'Wffat was tbie Council of the htt»dred ? 

•^. A body composed of an hunted and four persons, 
chosen from the senate. This council had great authorif y^ 
apd was^fotmi^ to c«rb the exorbitant power of popular ge- 
ifeorab* whot^^icom havjng, absolute aalhority in the fields len- 
da0geredtJile|>ubli«!aaffttjr. By this institutioOf they were 
ohligad to give an. account ^ their actions when they re- 
ttiroed from vt«r« From this council, five, wete elected to 

£ articular power ; a vacancy in their numbcir, eouhl he Itted 
. ^ nope but themselves. They also chose the members 
who complMWtd the oouocil of the hundr^. None were 
eiastoddn. this eouncil of tif€, but pecsona of daatingnisbed 
#ND4«|ary Wi8<iaq(|oice|t tei lUs ofice^.thc autboi^ 
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idMlii«noiir «ottAHrroi wf te menWn Mag «OBiidtf«d » 
Mifficient remrard. 

Q, Had this cdoneiTa mtotery ioitteiiM f 

A. These judces, while Utey continued fattfafiil in' the ditf* 
eharge of their outy, wei-e a U^rror to tranagreflsors, and th« 
^eat pillafsol justice ; but, in the course of tima, tbejp b»- 
eame so many patty tyrantSi 

Q. What other oiBcers of justice had power in Carthage? 
Jl, There were many $ one bad the same power as the 
censors at Roin«> of inspecting the morals ef the fieople., 

Q. What gretat defects are found in the governtnent of 
partjiage ? 

A, One person wkB allowed to possess too many ol^ccs itt 
n lime $ by this defect business was not so well atte^ed to, 
and jealousy, ambition, and envy, nourished in the bosoms of 
the aspiring. Riches, instead of merit, were toe p|teo:re- 
tommendiiiUo^ to public employments. 

' "Q; From what sources was their wealth drawn ? • 

A, From their commerce, which extended to kII the 
Icnown world. They made themselves lords of the ocean;, 
they were the factors for every nation ; the band which con- 
nected ihe east, west, and south, together, and the neeessary 
channel of communication. Men ofthe highest rank were not 
ashamed of bein^ merchants : they engaged in commerce 
with as much diligence and patience as the meanest dititdn. 
Towards the close of thetr empire, the Carthagetiianfr drew 
considerable wealth from their mines in Spain. 

^. Was Carthage a very warlike nation ? 

A- Carthage was ti commercial, and at the same. time e 
Warlike republic. They drew the chief psrt of tl^nr f^cee 
fVom the neighbouring nations. From Numidia a bold and 
disciplined cavalry ; from the Balearian isles, the most ex- 
pert slingcrs \h the world ; from Spain, Cleneva, and Gaul, a 
stout and invincible Infantry ; from Greece, soldiers skilled 
in all the arts of war. Carthage, by venail hfood, possessed 
themselves of provinces and kingdoms, while their own citi- 
zens were left to pursue, undisturbed, the peaceable occupa- 
tions of domestic life. 

<i. Had not the Carthagenians any troops of theii ow& ? 

A. Yes ; a small body of native citioensi frdm ^vtifch the 
officers of the army were chosen ; they seldoai employed 
flkny foreign officers, of whom they were very jealous, though 
ibey frec^uently continued their own generate, at the bead 
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republic. « 

Q. Wa8there»odmtfSviiateg«'in etttployiog to many for-- 

. Yet I Ibex never fought ifith that reaolutk)!! which oatite 
^Idiert dispky. On the least revelr^e of fortune, they were 
ready to desert their standard, aod job the eoemy for a iar^ 
^r reward. Thus the Carthagenians considered the loss of 
a battle as certain ru'm. and often found more danger from 
th^rroivnfroepfrfhanlnre enemy. 

Q. Were the Carthagenians fond of Science ? 
' A. They are not considered as a learned nation, though 
fhey produced several eminent characters. In general, ther 
study of youth waa cen^ned to writiog, arithmetic, hook- 
keefuag, aod the arts of merchandize. A poet, or a pbUoso- 
pheTf was considered a prodigy at Carthage. 

Q. IVbet was the i^eligibn of Carthage ? 

A. They worshipped the same deities as the Gre As. Tw6 
deities w^re bonoared with a noore particular worship ; the 
ilrst wa9 the jpddess of Celestin, or the moos ; she was ia* 
Yoked in great calaiui^es, pa£|iculftrly in droughts, they coiif 
s^dered berthe giver of rain. Th& ne.coad deity,particularlj 
#dor&4 ^ Cartb^ge^ was Moloch, or Saturn# To this de- 
<0OQ they offered bumi^ aaerificea. Parents devoted their 
c)iUdre9 ^ this deity; tber were either burnt io. a furnaeo» 
or oat^ed to ^ss throuA^ fire, to the cod, where they fro* ^ 
quently parisaed. Mothers eoosiderei ic their duty to de^ 
vote their childreo with eheerfulaeas. In time of great ear- 
lamity, great numbers were sacrificed at once. 

Q.. Does history relate any particulars of Dido's life ? ^ 

A, She descended from Ithobal, king of Tyre, father of 
'tLe famous Jea&ebel. She niarried Sicheus,a near relation, 
who was a very wealthy prince. Pygmalion, king of Tyre, 
brother to Dido, murdered Sicbeus ki order to get poasessioa 
of bis wealth.. Dido found meads to eaeape with all tbo 
wealth of her deceased husband to Africa, where she purcha<- 
9ed land of Uie inhabitants to erect a city, which she named 
Carthage^ Many of the neighbourioj^ people repaired to 
Carthage to furnish the strangers with the necessaries of 
life, and soon after incorporated themselves with the citi- 
zefNi* '[Hm OfM-thtageniane, at Urst, paid anniml tribute to the 
Afrittana for the ground the city stood updn. 

<i: Can you relate the death of Dido? 

A, After she bad been settled a short lime in her netv city, 
-jFacbus, kmg of Mansitania, sent ambassadors to ask her m 
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raarrra^f^, sad thi^eale^ed to ftiafce w&t on her if she refuficiS. 
Tbe |^rioe«98 asked time f6f detiberntton. She had sworii 
netnir to Tiotate the vows made to Srcheu^, by a secokid 
marriage. She was incapable of .violating her faith, and did 
not wish to haziird the lives ef her eiti^Setis by a daogel'ouis 
war. To avoid these evils^ she caused a pHe to. be jBredted 
to the memory of her hiishu)id, ascended it and drew d dA|^« 
ger, which she had concealed. uiidi^r her robe^ stabbed her- 
self, teliio]^ her subjects she \Vas going' where the .^(* of l^r 
city called her* ... 

Q. Was there any memorable transaction during the re^ 
of Ahaziafa, king of Israel ? 

A. Ahaziab was a wicked priuce. [B. C. a96.] In theslQ- 
cond year of his reign, the Moabites revoked aad refused^ 
pay him tribute. Soon after this event, tljc king fell froia a 
lattice in his upper chamber, and was dangerou^y- Wrt. 
Fearing a fatal effect from the accident, h» sent .messengers 
to inquire of 6aalze4jub, the god of fikrjbOf whether he 
should recover. £hjah the prophet was sent te reprove 
Abasiah for public dishonour put upon the God t)f JFsrael. 
He met the messengers seiit by the kk)^, iwd, aecerdidg'to 
the commission he had received, asked them if there were 
BO God in Israel, that they Were going to inquire of Baalze- 
bitb, g€»d of Ekron; informmg tnem, m the name of the 
Ikond; ihat tbeir master shouM not come down from the bed 
•tt whi€^ be lay, birt should surely £e : on htearlng thfe, thb 
nreseefijgers returned %6 the king. 

Q. liow vvan he aftected witK t^e prediction ? 

A. Ahaziah inquired why they hed reUirned $6 speedily. 
They replied, a prophet had met them and commanded 
fhem to return, and say unto the king, «* is there no God U 
Israel, that thou sendest to inquire pf Baalzebub, god of 
Bkrda, therefore, thon shalt not com6 down from the bed' on 
whieh thoQ art pitie up, but shalt surely die.'* llhe king 
then inquired, what sort of a person it was i^ho had given 
them that message. .They deaitribeA ti)s perticm amf dress, 
^L ^A® ^^^S ^"•^ *^ must be EBjafc. He sem a ^laptaia 
With fifty men to bring the prdf^fact b«f6«e hJaj.. 

. ^- What heeuoo^ aftbia cuptHin a?nd hU coibp^tiy ? ' 

^^.- Elijah prayed to the Lord, who sent fire from heaven 
at his request, and destroyed tte whole company, Ahftaahi 
then sent another captain with the s^e number of men aa 
I ♦ «r!"^'''mu-° were destfojred in the ^a»ie ihahher a« t!i^ 
first hfty. T^ ki««, MaappaOed byt*»sre awful tok W 6^ 
God 8 angen dent ^thrfd wptain Jfith.bw bimd df soldiers i$ 
Wize the prophet. This captain, though he dared not dit^- 



bey the king's cotoniand, appears to iiave Veen one mha 
feared God. He addressed ttie prophet in terroa of reSDeet 
and subinissiODx and entreated for the lives of himself ana 1^ 
companions. 

Qr Was this captain and bis men spared ? 

A. Yes; £Kjah being assured hy an angel, that hk life 
should be safe, went with this captuin to the king, and eon- 
firmed the prophecy of Iiis appruaehlng death, which took 
place as he predicted. 

Q. How can we reconcile these transactions with trae 
piety? 

JL Elijah was undoubtedly moved by immediate revela- 
^on from heaven, to calf for ore to consume these idolatrous 
Hebrews. Had he been actuated by a spirit of revenge, God 
would not have permitted the miracle to tal^e place. He 
had proved before this period that Jehovah was the true 
God, by calKng fire fr6m heaven to consume the sacrifice ; 
yet th^ nation in general, and especially the rulers, adhered 
to the worship of Baal. It was, therefore, needful they 
f^hould receive a more awful proof of Divine vengeance, 
figainst their obstinate retrelKon. 

Q. Was this the la^t memorable act of Elijah? 

A. It was ; this great prophet, being informed God was 
iibout to remove him from the earth, sat out with E^isha ta 
visit the schools of the propliets, and take leave of his breth- 
ren before his departure. Some of these school were 
flourishing notwithstandinff Jtzi^heVs tyranny. Elisha, who> 
accompanied his master Uirough the whole tour, was alone 
permitted to witness his ascension. 

^. What request did Elisha make before Elijah's trans* 
fation ? 

A, He desired a douMe portion of his spirit might rest 
upon him, which was granted^ for he wrought many more 
miracles than Elijah. 

Q. In what manner did Elijah leave the world? 

A. He. was taken both body and soul to heaven by a 
chariot and horses ef fire. Qis mantle was left behind, as a 
token of the difierent s^ta in which he existed) and a proof 
that Elisha ti as to he his accessor. 

Q. Whatis supposed to he the reason c^EKjah's tranriation? 
> A. He was a faithful servant of God among a perverse and 
idolatrous people : [B. C. .896.] But the honour of his trans- 
latioQ is not to be considered as arising solefy from his owq 
fierii iie was, like Eneoh, a type of (prist Uoder aver; 
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dltpeiidat'uMiff <^ ^w fit to ctve a proof to th« world of tbo 
Mflurreciioo oi the. body^ and Ui« MceaaioB of both body aod 
soul of Uio righteous to Qeaven. 

<2- What miraclee did EKsha perform on receding Elijafa^s 
maotle? 

A. He smote the waters of Jordan with k, trying, ** where 
|s the Lord God of Elijah ?'* The waters divid«*d for him ta 
pass over, as they had done a few hours before, at the vo]c« 
of EHjaU. He purified the unwholesonie waters of Jerkho. 
He cursed some children who insulted him as %, servant of 
the Lord, upon which two bears came from a neighbouring 
wood, and tore forty-two of these young audacious sinners 
lfi pieces. By these miracles, the young prophets were con- 
vinced that God was with Elisha, as he had been with EHjab, 
nod they submitted to his instruction and guidance, , 

Q; Who succeeded Ahaauah ? 

jf. His brother Jehoram. [B. C. 883.] This prince ore* 
railed on Jehoshaphat to asstdt him against the Moabites^ 
who had rebelled and refused to pay tribute in the prec^dio^ 
reign. 

Q. What remarkable event oceurredhr this war? 

A, The confederate armies took a compass of seven day V 
.march through the desert of £dom,'in hopes of surprising tho 
enemy; but they were disappointed. The Moabites had 
discovered their intentions, ano assembled a powerful tM*my 
to oppose them. Jehoram's army was greatly distressed for 
the want of water. 
> Q. How were they relieved from their dtsttess ? 

•4. Jehoshaphat enquired for a prophet of the Lord, and 
was infOimed that Eliaha was in the camp. Jehoshaphat 
was acquainted with his character, and proposed consulting 
hfm immediately. The kings of Israel and Edom, who 
knew the power af Jehovah, though they did not love his 
laws, consented to consult the prophet, to learn how they 
might procure reliefin thetr imminent danger. These three 
kings nonoured the prophet by wafting on hfm, instead or 
•ending for him lo th^t pavHton. EKsna reproved the king 
of Israel for his idolatry, and asrared hrm fhat mtr^e it not for 
the presence of Jehoshaphat, he would not iotercede with 
God for him. He then coamanded ft mtnsTrei to he brought 
before him ; having abtemniAed bis. mind hy a hymn of 
praise to God, he received a prophetical promiso aos eom- 
' snandment how to proceed on. tbia trying occasion* ' • 

Q» What wa» the ^omfnntnd^aod promise ? 

wl The arBUy >raflt e«1)^mande4' to dig « nMltltude of 
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dUches in tfie 6ry valtejr where they weri e^cM)ti|NHl. E3i- 
ftba inforinoa them, in tb« name of the Inord) that, wtlfcottt: 
wind or rain, they shuuld be Med with water at the time 0f 
the morn'mg 8H<ir\fice at Jerusatenfi. Bhewiafi h^y this t&ira^ 
cle, thai relif f was granted to them, not for their sak^> liwt 
through the prayr.rs of the true worshippers of God. Jle 
also informecf thifoi that God would grant %h&Ba a complete 
victory over the Moabites. 

Qf Did, these eveate take p)«lsc aefiordiag (^ EHsha'Aprc* 
diction ? ^ . . • • 

A, At the time of thn raornin|; sacri^e^) there (*arne ^^od 
©f water, by the way of Edom, dnd the Whole coutitry wAs 
inundated. The Moabites, who were encamped on the bor« 
ders of their kingdom, observed the water, which from the 
rejection of the morning sun, appeared red like blood, ami 
knowing the place to be a dry valley, supposed their ene- 
tiiies had quarrelled with.ea^h other, and the plain was filled 
with their blood. Being greatly elated, they came on in per- 
fect security to spoil the canjp, and w^re easily destroyed. 

Q. Did not this signal deliverance reclaim Jehoram? 

A. It does not a|»pear th«^ it had -any Jaating effect on the 
king of Israel, but we may hope that many persofis, both 
of Israel and Edom, wei^j savingly convinced, aad brought to 
worship the true G^d. . 

, Q, What other miracles were wron^t by Etisfaa ? 

Ji. He. increased a po( of oil belonging to a |:^ophet*8 
widow, till it was sufficient to pay her numerous debts, an;^ 
maintain herself and two sokM, wiiieh teaehes vis that the 
widows and children of those who spend their livej in the 
service of God, tfrill be provided foi* by bim^ if they rely, in' 
faith, upon t^is promises. Elisha also promised a sod to tlie 
Shunamite woman whd entertained hina, because be wa^ A 
prophet of the Lord, and who, before had Oo child. He also 
raised tWs son to life again when he died. His^ame spread 
to foreign nations ; and Naamao, one of the chief lords Qf 
Syria, canie to him ,to be healed of his leprosy* . 
; . ft«, ^»M ypu relate some of the eircutaMtoirees txf hia ^ttnf 

AL Hw^kiBgof Syria, sii^ppfl^intt the prophet Id b^ ihfidep 
the direction of itihanm, se»t m*n^an to biiD with a largis 
vetione aiid Mostly presents^ h^tre^tMig him, as a p^culratr 
favottr^ th«t he would restore hia servant to healf h. • Jehoram 
wna gyeatJyaUrmed at the meesage, stlppo^ng Benhadad in- 
tended ta^OToke a <|oarrei: by this d^toandi wWch he con- 
sidered ^as impossible to comply with^ as to ratee the dead. 
^Klisba^hearmg of the.kiip^a P^ffi^t^K^esk^d araUTaiteiaa 
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itiigfit ite Mnt to him, that the Syrians might know th<^e wav 
a prophet in fsrael. When Naaman came to Elisha^s house, 
ami stb(td, with ai! Ws reth)tr«, before the door, Eiisha wnt 
II medseiizer to him, commaiYCliff^c i'"^ t*o «^ash himself seven 
tinpetf ID the mer Jordwo, and he dhooMhe Restored to health** 
Nawnan waa very angry that «o slight a thkig was appointed 
for kin eilr^, and was about refurAiog' without olakmg the ex>- 
perimeiit, hot hh servants^ who were whertban their master; 
persaaded him to obey the propltet. Naaman, accordingly, 
washed hhaaeff as directed, and his flesh became peifectly 
soHfid, aod as pure as the flesh of a healthy child. , 

Q. What effect did this miracle produce upon Naaman's 
heart? 

li. He immediately returned to the prophet, and ackaow" 
Jedged that the God of I$ra^l was the oiily true God. So 
^reat was his veoeration^ for every tbiog that belonged to 
Lurael, he desired. Wave to carry bomis earth sutficiuot to 
erect.an altar to Jehovah in his own country, declaring that 
he would never worship any other God. He also request- 
ed &tisliia to accept a present from him in token of bis grati* 
iii(jl#; £Nsha decidedly refused. But Gebazii the serv<aht of 
Gili»ha»foUowe4. after Naainao, and begged, in- his master'i 
OAine^ tiiat he.wouid gtf« him two talents of silror, end two 
changes of raiment, for two young prophets who had come 
to him unexpectedly. Naaman, with great readiness, coha^ 
plied, and even "pressed bhn to accept of a larger sum than 
ne petitioi^ for. This money, which amounted to serefal 
hundred pounds sterling in silver, Gehas&i secreted rn soirre 
convesiient place, and then returned to EHsha, who demnmN 
ed where he had been, and he denied that he had been out* 

Q, What reproof did Eliahagive him for his treachery and 
falsehood ? 

Ji, Eliaha inf&rmed Gehazi that the spirit of God had dis- 
closed to him his treachery and falsehood. He asked him if, 
in the low condition of his country and religion, it was a time 
to receive garments, and plant olive yards, and vineyards. 
He then declared that the leprosy of Naaman was entaTled 
on him and his posterity fol-ever. The curse immediately 
took effect ;; before Gehazi Iteft the prophet's presence he be- 
came a leper as white as snow. 

Q. Were these the only miracles performed by Eltsha ? 

Ji. No ; he performed many more. He made the iron • 
head of an ax float on the water, that a poor young prophet, 
who had borrowt*d it, might restore it to the owner. He 
discovered the king of Syria's private counsels to the kiogof. 
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tsraeU m^ l>y that Qjeaos preaerveflHiim ^'^m ih» ^uaAush* 
menls laid by ttie Syi'i^i^^ ' 

Benhadad, who bad been freqiie^ntly frustmtc^ in h» at- 
(empU to Eurprize tim IsraelU«s» su^peetisd Umtr her had a 
traitor in bU privy cuuncii $ but his aiSrvanU informed bim 
that no treachtiry was attached io theniy UvA tiiat £Mia the 
prophet informtid the king of Umpi of their most ceerei de- 
signs. Benhadad, whose heart was hardened by pride and 
uabelisf, supposed he had power to get posaesbion of the 
prophet's person, and seut a lar^e. force to t. * e bim. Tticy 
came by nrght and eDconnpa«sed the city of Dothan wb^re 
the prophet then resided. Elisha's sei vant, very early in the 
toor'aia^, disco? ej'ed the host of the Syrians, and was greatly 
alarmed* £lislia bid him not fear, for they had guards more 
powerful than. the en^my. Ele then nrayed that Ood would 
open the eyes of his young servant, wnose vision was instant*' 
ly strengthened, and he belield a mighty host ot angels en- 
camped around Rlisha* The prophet, secure in Divine pro* 
tection, went forth to i\»t Syrian army. - He prayed that 
God would blind the ey«t of the Syrians, or rather gi?e 
them a false vision. The prophet then told them this was 
tiotthe right city, btit if * they would (bliow bhn bewonld 
lead them to the man whom they sotight ; and they were so 
infatuated, that they suffered him to lead them to Samaria. 

Q. How were they treated in Samaria? . 

•4. When they had arrived in the city^ God, at the pro* 
phet's intercession, restored their sight. Jehoram inipiired 
if he should destroy them. Eilisha forbade him to injure 
tiiem, as they were in the same condition as prisoners of 
war. He then commanded, and they gave the Syiians a 
splendid entertainment, and dismissed them. 

Q. Did not these repeated miracle^ deter the Syrians from 
invading Israel ? 

A. For a lime the Syrians were overawed, and ceased 
from their usual depredations ; yet, not long after, Benhadad 
collected his whole force, and besieged Samaria* The 
country %vas, at the same time, afflicted with famine. The- 
city of Bamaria was greatly distressed, the inhabitants redu- 
ced to the last stages of famine, fed on the dead carcases of 
unclean animals; an asses head was sold for about ten 
pounds, and^twelve shillings was given for a small measure of 
very mean. pulse, called dove's dung. 

As the king was parsing through the city, a woman cHed 
to him for redress. The king, in a peevish manner, inquired 
how he could help her in this day of extremity. The dis- 
.lasted woman, pointed to one of bar comp aniens and said, 



y Google 



tlSs'^^FamifVi prcAnised if t wootd givb my ^tm to prcserre 4»ur 
lives yest4;rtl;+y, alie wouM give Jier son to day ; 8«> I gJiTe my 
Mmi Hftd we lieiled and t^M him ; I said to her, give thy son th» 
4layj that we may eat him, but she bnth hid her son. "Phe 
king, <tn hearing this dreadful tale, rent his clothes, and as* 
sumed tbe ^rments of a pemtent. But his repentance was 
nut Of the heart, for instead of renouncing his idols and re- 
forming his people, he sought to slay Elisha. 

Q^ Why t.'id4Ue king seek to sJay the prophet I 
^, WieJ^ed r^^M^rs are iifiW)Uio|; to have any part of pubiU 
ealamiiy imputed to th«m. Ehsha had; probably^ deoomi* 
«ed this jui%iBent for the sins of Jehoram i or, the king 
thought t^ prophet might, by his pra^^rs, have obtainvd re- 
lief* . His rage 1^99 really exerj:e4 agaimli God, whom he In- 
tenck^jil to^ wound in the person of bis prophet. Elisha fount} 
me;Hi}s f9 ehule hi^Migtor^ and assured him that, on .the next 
day^lbere should he ao abundant supplv of provision in Sa- 
vx^ii. A lord, on who«e arm the king leaned, ex pressed his 
unbelief of the prophet's prediction^ and £lbha informed 
him that J^e sbogld se^ it'WHb his e^es, b)it should nol taste 
tber^of^ 

Q. Was this supply obtained? ' 

Jt.. God caused the host of the Syrians to h<ear, in thd 
sight, a sound like that of chariots, horajes, and armed men, 
pushing upon them from abroad. They supposed that Jeho- 
ram bad hined the fojrces of Egypt^ and othajr nations, to as* 
sist him. They were filled with £ear and amazemept : so 
«;reat was tJjie terror which seized upon them, they fled iji 
the utmost confusion, without evep sU>ppiog to mount 1 heir 
houses; and four lepers, wjbo lodged on the outside of the gate, 
being led, by hunger, to the Syrian ^amp, found the tents 
full of baggage and provision^* but totally abandoned by the 
soldiers. They returned and inftn-med tne king of what they 
had seen. The king was, at first, apprehentsive of an am- 
l)ush, and sent out two horsemen to inspect the country. 
They found the enemy had 4r«alty retreated, by the garments 
which they had cast off m their flight. The Israelites were 
enriched by the enemy 'h spoil, and the famine turned into 
extraordinary- plenty, as Eltsha had predicted. The noble^ 
ma^i who had ventured to ridicule the idea of such a circum- 
atiarice, being appointed by the king to superintend the gate, 
was trampled to death by the eager multitude, as Elisha had 
foretold. 

Q* Weretliese repeated acta of Diviee power aBd^Qod' 

^^u followed by toy jreformatieo io-Dnrael f 
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•4. Both king and geopie^were m liitrdHieii In. idolatv^ a« 
f» forget lioth. the mercies ancT ju(%ixienls of God. The 
country, in consequence of tbeir guilt, wa« vTsiled with- ft se- 
4»nd famine. £t»htt was warned of its approach, and «oun- 
seated his benefactress, thc( Shuoninfte (who wais bow a 
widow) to ren(ix>v« till it «ws over, fit^sha^ also tooli^ reltige 
in Damascus. 

Q. How was the prophet treated in tliat city? * 

J, With the utrnpst respect Benbadadi who mroB mk^ 
s^nt Ua^ae), hi^ chi«r minister, with a fso»iiy pr^xj^ to bim 
to inquire if hi^ d'^timt would proye mortal. . 
. ^ Whataaawerd^ the prophet re tuern? 

4. He informed Ha«ael that his disease was not hiortaii 
yet he would surely die. Then fixing his eyes' on the njin- 
i^ter with an intense regard, he burst into tears. Hazael in- 
ouired the causa of his grief; the prophet infotmed him h^ 
joresawthe calamities which bis cou^ti-ymen would experi- 
ence from hts hand, and particularized several acts of barba- 
j'jty Which he wouid commit, 

Q. How did Hazael receive tVis intelligence?. 

^. His heart was not yet hardened by nower, and he cx- 
pre^dcd the utmost abhorrence of the deeds foretold ; asked 
if the prophet thought him a dog fierce for prey, rather than 
A rational being. The prophet then ififormed ^^m he would 
he king orer Syria. 
. Q. Was not Hazae} ancnnted before this by Elijah ? 

.^. It is not certain whether he had been anointed by 
Elijah; ^ome suppose Elisha anointed bins at this time. 
He being anointed a^ future king, dijd hot authorise him to 
kill his master. .Being assured of the kingdom, his ambition 
brooked no delay, and he was determined to murder his 
aovereign, which he ejSe,ct,ed without suspicion^ and succeed- 
#4 to thp tl^rpije.. 



CHAF. XIL 

9%e histoty of Judah, hrad, and Grtwe, from iht dtofi, c/Jt- 
* hashapiuU^ to ihe reign ofAmazicth^ ^ 

. Q. What was the state of Judafa at this time ? 

% Thftiaceof aflbira w«s grttatly ehaoged at Jenisal^tia. 
(B. C. 898.] Jehotsuii,the'8<M»of thttpifiu^ie^oshaphat^had 
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auccceded hh father. Athalkh, the davt^Vsr of AHab and 
Jezebel, brought impiety along with her into the kingdom oC 
Judah. Jehoram, instigated bj her council, forsook the 
service of God, and obliged the people to worship in high 
places. lie slew «nll his brethren, and seteral of the rfbgis- 
irates who were obnoxious to him, either on account of their 
popularity, or piety. Yet the XiOrd would not destroy him 
jind his house, on account of the covenant made with Da- 
^id ; yet he punished him with great severity. 

Q. What was the punishmer>t he reiceived? 

A. The Edomites revolted from under his government, 
9nd became an independent nation. He raised other pow- 
erful enemies, who cai^e against Jerusalem, and slew all his 
sons except the youngest, who was secreted. After this, 
€rod smote him with a loathsome and painful disease, of 
which he di^d. These events had been predicted to htm in 
a letter, writtt^n either v by Elijah before his translation, or 
by EHsha, which made the puoisbmeiit more coBspicuous." 

Qi Who succeeded him? 

A. His SOD Ahaziah, who was the only remaining of all his 
4;bildren. 

Q. How did Ahaziah reign ? 

Ji. Very badly; he was ruled entirely by his mother. 
The only act recorded of him^ is a war in which he engaged 
with Jehoram, king^ of Israel, to recover Ramoth Gilead 
from Hazael, king of Syria. They succeeded in taking the 
city, but Jehoram received a dang-eroua wound in the at* 
tack, and was obliged to leave the city to the care •of Jehu, 
one of his captains, and retired to JezreeJ to be healed. Aha- 
ziah accompanied him. 

Q. What commission cKd Elksha receive at this tyme ? 

A, He was commanded to anoint Jehu, king over Israel. 
He accordingly sent a young prophet privateTy to Ramoth to 
anoint Jehu, and give him instructions to execute divine 
vengeance on Ahab's ungodly family. ' ' ^ ^ 

Q. Did Jehu execute his commission immediately ? 

A, Jehu, having received this important message, acquaint* 
ed his companions with htsunexpected elevation, rode with 
all speed to J^zreel, and slew Jehoram at the vineyard for 
which Naboth had lost his life. The king of Judah was also in- 
volved in Jehoram's fate. Jezebel was thrown from a win- 
dow in the palace, and trodden under foot by the horsemen, 
and afterward devoiired by dog». Jehu also wrote letters to 
the governors of Samaria, who had seventy of Ahab's decend- 
jM»ts under their protection, desiring them to choofne one of 
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t5e number for th^ir king, and prepare to defend bim1>y their 

Q. Did these governors elect a king ? 

•/S«»No: they determined to sacrifice Ahab's descendnnta 
rather than incur Jehu'a resentment. Jehu finding thenviit 
instruments for his vengeance, cojopinianded tht^in to send all 
the heads of the young princes to him, in baskets, the noxJt 
morning. On receiving the horrid present, he appeared at 
the gate of Jexreel, to remind the people of God'» denuncia- 
tion against the house of Ahab,and to justify his conduct. 

Q. What was the next ac^ of Jehu? 

m%, After he had destroyed all the kindred of Abab that 
were found in .Jejureel, he wtJnt to Sumaria ; on his way iic 
met a number of luen who were the kinsmen of Ahaziah. 
■and consequently of the house of Ahab. Jehu inquired 
where they were going ; they replied, that they came to sa- 
lute Jehoram, and their own king Ahaziah,' for they knew 
.not that he had slain them both. Jehu considered them in- 
cfuded within his commission, and gave orders to have them 
alaiii. 'The number which feH .at this time was forty^two. 

Q. Did Jehu pretend that all these acts of blood were sanc- 
tioned by zeal for religion ? 

A He did ; he imposed upon an old friend named Jebo- 
Aadab, who was remarkable for his strict piety and zeal for 
the worship of God. Having heard that Jehu was executing^ 
the predicted vengeance on the house of Ahab, he entertain- 
ed hopes of a thorough reformation, and was desirous of giv- 
'iag his nordial support to so good a work. Jehu was pleased 
Wnave the concurrence of so pious a man in his work of 
blood ; he affected ereat zeal for the honour of God, and 
persuaded Jehonadan that it was his hatred of idolatry which 
induced h\m to proceed to such extremities. Jefaionndoh, 
believio^ him to be sipcere, accepted his invitatiooi and ac- 
.compamed him in hia chariot to Samaria. 

Q. What (lid he perform there ? 

w9. Immediately on his arrival at Samaria, he sought out 
all Ahab's kindred, and slew them. He then pretended 
great zeal for the worship of Baal. He desired that all the 
worshippers of that god might be collected, for he intended 
to offer him a more costly sacrifice than Ahab had ever offer- 
ed; and threatened any priest, or prophet of Baal, with 
death, if he absented himself from the feast. 

Were the worshippers of Baal imposed upon by this 

j^ The kings i^Ishidy who bad seized upon the throne by 

\ 
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murdering their predecessors, had commonly imitated, or^ 
exceeded, their idolatry. The folio wers^ of Baal, without 
any hesitation, assembled for Mtis worship* Jehu then com- 
manded to give all the priests vestments ; and when thejf 
had received them, he wejot into the house of Baal with hi« 
friend Jehonadab, and gave orders lo make a strict search 
that fio stranger, or any one of a difierent religion, should 
partake of their sacred officer When he found that all the 
worshippers of Baal, and none other were present, he gave 
orders for tiie sacrifice to be^n, and while they wer« intent 
upon their ido{atnms worship", -they were all slain by the 
command of John. He burnt the images and the temple of 
fJaal. The citizens, from this time, made a practice of car- 
rying alT the filth and rubbish of Samaria to the place where 
the temple stood, to contempt and abhorrence of the idolatry 
•CLce practised there. 

Q. Did Jehu restore the true worship of Jehovah ? 

•/?. No ; he permitted the Israelites to worship the golden 
oaU'es which had been set up in Bethel and Dan, by Jero- 
boam : for this God punished him severely by the hands of 
the Syrians, who, under Hazael, eonmiitted those barbari- 
ties predicted by Elisha. Jehu roigned twenty-eight years, 
[B. C. 356.]. But his actions were Of so little importance, 
they are not recorded. We may suppose that the miseries 
of Israel were very great during his reign, »nd that he was 
personally punished for his hypocricy ; notwithstanding, his 
posterity, to the fourth generation, were continued on the 
throne, in recompence of his fidelity in destroying the wici&> 
ed house of Ahab, and the worship of Baal. 

Q. Who took possession of the throne of Juda^ upon^thft 
death of Ahaziah ? i . . ~ . 

^. Athaliah, his mother, slew all the descendants of the 
house of David> even her, own grand-children, except o1ie 
who was saved from her reveneeful ambition* Joash, the 
youngest son of Ahaziah, was stolen by bis aunt Jfthosheba; 
she carried him to her husband Jehoiadai, who was the high 
priest. Jehoiada concealed the young prince in the tenaple 
six years, during which time Athaliah reigned over the king- 
dom of Judah, and, like a genuine daughter of Jezebel, estab- 
lished the worship of Baal at Jerusalem. 

Q. Did the people submit peaceably to her government? 

•/$. They were so degenerate they made no resistance^ 
till Jehoiada informed the elders of Judah their lawful sove-* 
reign was alive, and taking them into the temple, presented 
him to them. Joash twas immediately proclaimed king with 
universal shouts of joy, and Athaliah slain. [B. C. 879.] 
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Q. Witt you give me an account of the stale of Greece ^ 

•f . The Greeks had began to cultivate the fine arts. Hts^ 
siod, and after him Homer, had written those beautiful po^. 
ems which, even lo this day, are admired. lu ihtm we ma/ 
behold the primitive mamiera of ancient nations. About this 
time Lycurgus gave those famous la%vs to Sparta, whieh are 
itni the admiration of the world. 

Q. Who was Lycurgus? 

•/^. He wapthe son of Eumienes, king of Sparta, wbo Was 
killed in an insurrection. After the death of his eldest, bro* 
tber he ascended the throne ; but his brother's widow gave 
birth to 41 son, whom Lycurgus proclaimed king. 

Q. Could not Lycurgus have retained the power himself? 

A, Yes; he might have done it, for his brotiier's wido\r 
informed him, if he would marry her, she would destroy her 
offspring before it aaw the light. Lycurgus detested the 
treachery, and by his artful conduct preserved the child. 
This disinterested action secured him the hearts of the nar 
tion, and prepared the way foi* the establishment of his law»» 

Q. What was the situation of Sparta at this period ? 

A, For about nine hundred years, two princes of the rare- 
•f Heraeltdae, jointly occupied the throne. This divided 
royalty, was a source of perpetual dissensions, and tore ia 
pieces a kingd<.m which was unprovided with wholesome 
laws. Lycurgus lamented the misery of his <!ouQtry. He 
visited foreign nations to learn their customs and* laws, and 
having coHected what he~ thought most beneficial to bis 
country, he, partly by force, and partly by persua&lon, indu- 
ced the Spartana to adopt them. 

Q. What were the most considerable of Lycurgus' laws ? 

A. Without banishing royalty, he created a mixed govern*- 
merit, where three powers mutually balancecf each other. 
He left little to the kings except the command of the armies, 
and the respect which was attached to the throne. He es- 
tabHshed a senate, consisting of twenty-eight members, be- 
side the twoJcings, to counterbalance the influence of the 
princes and the people ; so that royal authtority might apt 
degenerate into tyranny, nor popular liberty into rebellion. 

Q. What was tbe particular duty of the senate ? 

j3. To examine and propose the busiiicss of the state, 
which the people had a right to approve or reject, and, of 
course, were masters of the legislative power. , The senators 
were chosen for life, and therefore did not stand in awe rf 
the multitude. 
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Q:- Wbht werW the Ephori ? 

*£ A council chosien by the people annually ; ft consisted 
of five membf^, they had power to displace, imprison, or 
even put to dcatb; any of the senators. Their formidable 
authority extended even to their kings, vhom they nni^hl 
arrest and ;buspcnd from their af!k«, tilV an oracle gave or- 
ders for their being replaced. Tf^is council, was establisfacdt,; 
about 130 years after Lycurgus. 

Q. liow was properly distributed ? 

Jl. To banish bi»tb poverty and riches, two fetar sources^, 
of corruption, all properly was held tn common. The landft. 
were eqtmlly di%'ided. Instead of gold and silver money, 
Xiycuigus substituted iron, which was excessively unwieldly^ 
and could be of no value out of Sparta. He prohibited all 
the aits which contributed to plc^isure and luxury, ordering 
%he floors of their houses to be made Oi>ly with^ hatchet, 
and the doors with a saw. In shoit, fae*made riches, and all. 
the arts of polished life contemptible ; but found means, in 
the midst of general pov^erty, to prevent any individual from 
being in real want.. 

Q, What was the use of the«e severe reatrt^tibns. 

A* They banished eovetousneas, Craud, injustice, votuptu» 
ousness, and eiTeminaey from the country, and rendered 
Liacedemonia like one family. The citizens eat together at 
public tables, and subsisted on the coarsest (are. Here the^ 
aged instructed the young, who were paKicularly taueht si- 
lence, submission to their superiors, to speak the truth, and 
to keep a secret inviolable. 

Q^. Was thi& the only education the Spartan, yoatli re- 
ceived? • 

A. No ; the childfen, who were horn with a robust consti- 
tution, were committed to nurses chosen by the magistrates^ 
and every thing that could. render them hardy andfearlesa^ 
%va8 attended to widi care. At the age of seven^ they were 
given up to public noasters^ formed into ciassea, where they! 
were &U taught to discharge the same duties. They were ac- 
customed to bear pain and fatigme, and ty dk|inguish them* 
selves hy military arts, or* robust exercise, l%ose. who par*, 
tteularly distingmshed themselves, commanded the rest, but 
always in presence of the elders, who were constantly atten* 
tive to reprove and' correct them. No action wiCS looked 
upon as indifferent; even their amusements. were exercises' 
df virtue and courage. 

To habituate them early to the stratagems of war, thej^ 
. wer^ taught to steal from the public tables, but if they wercrr 
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so'ineicperf m to be dtseovered in the aet» they nvere ceyefe- 

\y chastised. The Spartan manners justified this practice^ 
otherwise it must have been a follyj or a dunjeroDs vice. 

Q. The robust children were publicly educated ; what he* 
eame of the infirm? 

A, They were exposed to death, that they might ha%e 
aone but firm or healthy citizens. Tliis practice was both 
barbarous and impolitic, weakly children often making the. 
most careful members of society. 

Qi What other instances of cruelty were the Spartans^ 
guilty of? 

A. In order to accustom their children to endure pain, 
they scourged them, soraetimies even to death, at the altar 
of Diana, without thcjr even daring to utter a complaint ; 
mothers looking on unmoved. The Spartan women prided 
themselves on receiving, with tiranspoi't, the news of their ' 
sons dying nobly in the field of battle. They also treated, 
their helotes, or slaves, with- great rigour, making them 
di^ink to inspire their children with horror of the vice^ 
If any helot distinguished himself in the flefd, or was admirecT 
for his size or mien, they put him to death as an enemy of 
the state. These barbarities cannot be imputed to Lycur- 
gus. They began after pride and jealousy had cortupted the< 
Spartan virtue. 

Q. How 4vere women educated ? 

A, They were taught the manly exercises, but modesty 
and decorum were unknown at Spaita. In the first ageso^ 
their history, they are represented as inspiring the young 
men with a love of heroic deeds.; but in the last ages of the 
republic, the Spartan women degenerated, and were consid-^ 
•red a disgrace to the Grecian name? 

Q. How did the Spartans spend their leisure hours in time 
#f peace? 

A, AM speculative sciences and mechanical arts were pro- 
hibited. fn time of peace the citizens spent their lives iik 
hunting, and oUier exercises, or in usefUl conversations. 
/Their lives ^vl been condemned as too idle, and they 
are accused of rustic ignorance ; yet while they retained the 
virtuous simplicitv, and the severe discipline introduced by 
.liycurgus, they found sufficient employment for the most 
*ardent mind ; for in a free and virtuous state, the afiilir»•o^ 
the public become the concern of every individual. They 
did not entirely neglect the cultivation of the mind. They 
attended to that kind oT^hilosopby which, without b«iiig; 
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the morals. 

The. Sp«rtaas U>Ye4 po«ti*y as a iiMBr>» of kinging the soul 
to yirtiie, and anit^ating th^m yvith a 4c3ure of p.^rfoi*iiiins 
noble actions, i ■ 

Q. Wei-e tlje luslitMitionj^ oS Lycurg^ia calculated to fornix 
a great nation ? 

^. They were not ; Lacedemon was a small sCatey but* 
rouoded by powerful nei^^hbours* Lycurgus designed ta 
fora^R war(iHe ain^iovkcibie repuWic, ^yhicb sbo«ild be able 
to withstand corruption at hoijrns and assaults from abroad, 
Persuaded that Sparta could not b^ trulj hanpy, but by being 
satisfied with liberty and poverty; repetling its enemies 
w ithout a desire for dominion or conquest ; he commanded 
ttiem to wage no war but in seH defence ; not to pursue a 
vanquished enemy, or carry off their spoils ; and to keep no 
fleet, lest Ibey should be tempted to range the seas. H^ 
also excluded them from intercourse with strangers, unless 
tiiey possessed some talent worthy of being rtceived at La- 
cedemon. 

Q. Were these regtiteth>n« ft/Uowed fop any length of 
time ? 

wf. The Spdptans remarned submissive to the greater parj 
of these regul^itions for about five hundred years. 

Q. How should we estimate Spartan laws, and Spartaa 
virtue? 

A. We arc not to consider thata as a perfect modeU 
Spartan austerity, carried to excess, presents to our vievv 
some objects allocking to humanity. It sl.iil«d pity and the 
natural affections, those valuable sentiments which are the 
sweetest bond of social life. Had they tempe^d their severe 
yh'tues with gentleness, modesty, and humanity, they would 
tave been entitle^ to higher encomiums. Their contempt 
of riches, their love of glory, and of their country ; their obe- 
dience to the laws, and their heroic courage, have ranked 
them, above aHothei? heathen nations. They had, in general, 
that greatness of soul ivhich made Pedaret'us rejoice when 
he was rejected from being one of the counqil of three hun- 
dred, and say, " he was happy that ^laAa had found thne 
hundred citizens better <ftdn ntmself.^^ 

Q. What attention did the Spartans pay to, religion > 

Am They were less supentitioua than their neighbounh 

All the statues of their deities, even that of Venus, were 

oloathed in armour, that religion might promote the greed: 

4e^§^ of thje )esi«i^tor, wt^eh ivi9 to.r«ader tixenaUQii w^rn 
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llk«. iMOgptskjen w«re forbidden ; they only asked of flie- 
gods to favour the deserving. Their sacrifices and oflferinRS 
were of little value. They used no pomp at fiinerals ; all 
their religious acts seemed directed by a practical pbilofsi^- 
phy. 

Q. At what lime was thift famous republic founded ?^ 

w3. About eight hundred and seventy-eight years before the 
christian sera, if we date its foundation Crom the institutions of 
L«ycurgus« 

Q. What method did Lycvrgus take to preserve btS stat- 
utes .in viokible? 

.A It is said he went to ^consult the oracTe of Dclphoft 
whfther his laws were good; but, before he left Sparta, he * 
made the inhai^itants swear to obey Ihem till his return. 
The oiacle confirmed his laws, and declared that, by obey- 
ing them, Sparta would become the most famous city in (he 
world. He. then put nn end to his life by abstaining fro «v, 
food, and tlius left the Spartans bound by the oath they had 
sworn. 

Q. Was the deatb of Lyctu-gus followedby ani^memora^ 
bjeeveftt? 

v2. Nothing of importance is related of the Spartans till- 
the Messenian war, in which the Spartans began to deviate 
fi'om the laws of Lycurgus. They had two wars with th« 
Messenians, who, after performing incredible acts of valour,, 
were entirely defeated and reduced to slavery; a few only, 
escaped with Aristomenes, their gallant leader, and. took re« 
fu^e in Sicily. [B. C. 739,] 

(J. Can you. relate some «f the exploits attributed to 
4^ristomenes ?-. 

Jl, He overftame the Spartans, in several engagements; 
90 that the Jjacedemonians, quite dispirited, had thoughts of 
concluding a peace on any terms. The Lacedemonians, at 
the command of an oracle, sent to Athens ibr a general, who 
sent them a poet named Tjjrtjeus. This poet, by his songS; 
and orations in praise of military glory, so.infiamed^heir ar- 
dour, they resolved- on another battle,., in which they were 
victorious. Aristomenes was soon after taken prisoner in a 
skirmish, with fifty of his followers.. Contrary to the laws of 
war, he was condemned to be thrown into a deep dungeon, 
which had been used for the execution of malemrtors, and 
his fifty soldiers withkim. They were all killed ^by the fall 
except Aristomenes, who saved himself by his shield. la 
tiiis dreadful situation^ he lay among the dead and moulder- 
ing carcast&j wbw about mifkiight lie beard a noise, and 
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Perceived a wild beast which had cocne.lo feed on the dead 
bodiod. He seized the tail of the auimal, which beia^ fright'^ 
ened, made iU escape through a hule uuder gi^ound, through 
%vhich Ariatomenos also escaped. AdLer this ejttraordinary 
deliverance^ he joined bis troops, and again spread terror 
thrpugh the Spartan host. I] is single valour could not save 
his country, although he had thrice earned the Hecatoaipho-» 
nia, a sacrifice due to those who bad killed one hundred of 
the enemy, hand to hand, in battle. During eleven years, 
Aristoiueues defended the fortress of Eira, against the enemy. 
The Lacedemonians gained possession oT the place at last by 
treachery. As soon a» it was known that the enemy bad 
entered the city, Aristomenea, accompanied by a fiw war- 
like companions, endeavoured to animate the citizens to de- 
fend to the last extremity, the little spot of ground to which 
they could yet apply the endearing name of eountry. Such^ 
however, was the confusion of the night, the darkness being 
rendered more doleful by a violent tempest of thunder, it 
was impossible to form the Messenians into such order as to 
make them act in concert. When the morning appearedi 
they saw the impossibility of defending the place. Th«y 
determined, at every hazard, to attack and penetrate the 
Spartan battallions. Even the women armed themselves 
\tiih tiles, stones, and every weapon which presented itself 
to their fury. For three days and, nights they withstood the 
combined force of Sparta ; at length, xivercome with cold, 
sleep, fatigue, and hunger, they were obliged to give way* 
When Aristomenes found that Eira must be abandoned, he 
resolved to save its remaining citizens. In order to preserve 
them, he sounded a retreat. Having collected, into one bo- 
dy, such of the soldiers as were not already too far engage4 
ivith.the Spartans, he placed the women and children in tlie 
centre of the battallion ; they marched towards the energy ; 
Aristomenes conducted the van, and his son the rear. The 
Spartans, directed by Hecat^eus the divine, did not oppose 
their progress, but opened their ranks and allowed them to 
pass unhurt. 

Q, Where did Artstomenes conduct them ? 

j2. They took refuge in Arcadia. The inhabitants, when 
they heard of their unhappy condition, travelled in great 
numbers to the frontiers of their kingdom, carrying with 
Ihem cloathing and food for the sufi^jring exiles. They in* 
vited them to their cities, and offered to divide their lands 
with them, and to give their daughters in marriage to sucK 
&3 had no wives. 
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Q. What project wss formed by ArisTomcnc& agSHist 
Sparta? 

.4. In conjunction witb the Arcadians, he pmp08#d t« make 
an attack upon the city of Sparta, while moat of its inhabi- 
tants were empJoved irr pliH>derifHg,^ha. The projoct wae 
rcveafed to the Spartans by Arisioclates, king of Arcjwfia, 
who had hy his treachery, on a fortner occasion, raused the 
Messenians to he defeated. The Arcadians, on discovering 
this second act of treachery, which defeated all their hopfs, 
atoned to death the perfidroiis traitOF> who disgraced ibe 
name of king. 

Q. How did Joash reign in Jerusaternrf 

A^ As long as Jehoiada lived to direct Ms youth, he reign- 
ed wisely, and caused the law of Moses to be strictly ol>ser- 
ved. He also repaired the ttniple, and beautified the eity^ 
But after the death of that good priest, who lived to the age 
of ISO years, being corrupted by the flattery of hfs conrtwrs^ 
he forsook the worshrp of God, and gave biti>«eLfy with the 
chief of Judab, to the abooiinations of idolatryr 
. Q. Did Joash ever repent of his idolatry? 

A. In consequence of this apostacy, several prophefs were 
raised up to rebuke the unthinking multitude. Zechariah, 
the high priest, boldly reproved both the krng and his no- 
bles; but all their remonstrances proved ineffectual, and the 
pious son of Jehoiada, was stoned to death in the very court 
of the temple, where the ungrarteful Joash had been pre- 
•served. 

Q. Did this ingratitude remain impuni^hed ? 

i^. No ; HazncI, king of Syria, led a numerous army into 
Judea« which pillaged the temple and metropolis of their 
choicest treasures, and made a dreadful sVaiightcr aming 
those nobles, who had been the first authotsof the defection. 
Joash escaped the fate of his counsellors, by yielding up hi^ 
riches to the invaders. He was soon after smitten with a 
sore disease, and was mm'clered by his own servants, in the 
fortieth year gf his reign. 

Q. Who succeededJehu on the throne of Israel? 

A* His son Jehoahaz^ who followed the impioua conduct 
pf his predecessors. He paid so little attention to the divine 
comrnands, that God chastised him severely by the hand of 
the Syrians. His actions, during a reign of seventeen years, 
were of so little importance, tho sacred historian has passed 
them over in silence. 

Q. Who succeeded bim F 
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j9* HU son Joash, who bore the sTimc nam« with the king 
«f ^udah, who had uow rei^^ned tiurty-aeven years. 

C^. Jiow did tills king govern ? 

.•^, We appeared, at first, like a |t«>od man. Snon afl<^r his 
aseenmon he paid a visit to Kiisha tho. prophet, who wb^ now 
OD his death Iw-d. Jonsh lamented tlie loss th»t he and hi?* 
people were aboiu to sustain, cMHng him the defence of 
Israek Klisha eomforted )^Um,and bade the king tiend a bow 
that was brought him. When the kinj; had prepared the 
how, Eiisha U»ok hold of i>i4 hands and bade him discharge 
the arrows. He then directed h(mto«Qiite upon the ground : 
the king smote three times. The prophet reproved hira for 
^ant of faith, and fold hiru, bad he smitten n number of 
times, he should have completely destroyed his enemies, 
but now he would gain but three victories over the Syrians. 

Q» Was there any thing remarl&able in EliiilTa's death ? 

•^. The circMm»t«Dces of his death are not mentioned. 
TUit soon after his interment the bunds of Moah invaded the 
laud. The Israelites were attending the funeral of a young* 
man, when they perceived the approach of tlie enemy. 
Struck witli consternation, they flung the body into JEUisha's 
i<epulchre. As aoon as the corpse touched the boioes of the 
prophet, it received new life, arose and walke4* 

Q. What are we taught hy this extraordinary miracle ? 

•/?. That niisha was as much i»eloved hy God as Elijah, 
though he passed through the gates of death. It also inti- 
mated the immortality of the soul and resurrection of the 
body. It might also signify that many mercies were yet in 
store for Israel in consi-quence of Elisiia*s prayers. 

Q, What memoraWe transactions o.ccurred during the 
reign of Joaah ? 

^. Hazael, king^of Syria, died and was sjieceeded by hte 
sonBenhadad. Dm*iag his reign, Jf)ash gained three victo- 
rics over the Syrians, as was predicted by Olisha. These 
victories were not granted from any reformation in Joash, 
or his subjects, but from the covenant made with Abraham, 
Isaac, andf Jacob, Gpd i^till bore with his backsliding people. 
Joash also gained a victory over Ama7Jah, king of Judah, 
who succeeded the throne of Judah in the second year of 
^owhy king of Ismel. 
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The hisfwj offnnel andJudah, and the neigh%fmnn^iutHmiB, 
from the reigri ofJimaiiah, to the death ofAhaz. 

Q. What was the character of Ainaziah ? . 
A, In tlie heginoing of his reign he appeared like a naan of 
true piety. He punished those pei-sons who had murdered 
bis father, hut he did not execute th«Mr children, as had been 
too often done hy former it inga, hut oheyed the laws «jf Mo- 
aea which expressly prohibited the punistiment of the child- 
Ecn for the sins of their fathei-s. 

Q. What occasioned the war hetwcen Am3;Ki«b and 
Joash ? 

■ A. Amaziah collected all the forces of his kingdom to 
make war upon fidona. He also hire^ a body of faraelitcs 
to serve in hi? army. A prophet informed him if he employ- 
ed those idolatrous Isr^^lites he should he defeated ; but if 
hti employed the men of Judali only, beshouid gaio a com- 
plete victory. Amaziah regrjEtted.the money he bad alrea- 
dy piid them. The prophet assured him that if h« obeyed 
Ood, his loss would be fully recompensed. Amaziah dis- 
missed the raraclitcfij who were much ipcewsed At the dis- 
l^'ace, and indulged their resentment by destroying the cities 
of Judah thronch which they passed. After Anoaziah had 
iroriquftifcd the Ldomites, and gained immense spoil, he took 
also a grejit number of captives, whom he cruelly murdered. 
Being puffed with pride, he thought himself able to cope 
with Israel, and revenge the depredations made upon Judah 
by tlie auxiliaries which he had dismissed. He therefore 
sent a challenge to Joash to me^t him in the £eld^ and try 
t-heir strength in a (vitched battle. 

Q. What answer did Joash return to this challenge ? 

A. He compared Amaziah to the thistle which sought an 
alliance with the cedar of Lebanon, but while he was ma- 
king the arrogant demand, a wild beast passing along, trod 
down the thistle. By thia fable he intended to reprove 
Amaziph^s pride, aiid warn him not to engage in an unequal 
War. ^^^ 

Q. Was Amaziah deterred by this arrogant message ? 

A, No ; he was rather stimulated to engage in battle. His 
heart was coi*rupted by success ; he had forsaken the wor- 
ship of God, and had set up idoU in Jerusalem. God, there- 
.A)re, gave him up tp the delusions of his Own v^in oaind. 
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Ke was defeated and taken captive. Jennaleiii feH into the 
hands of Joash, who demolished its fortifications ; and pluo- 
dered, not only the king^s palace, but the sacred vessels of the 
temple. He then releafied Amaziahi who reigned about fifteen 
vearsiongnr, but did nut regain the love of bis subjects, and 
he-was finally slain in an open revolt. 

Q. Bow long did Joasfa reign ? 

A, He died, soon after the pillage of Jerusaleni, havia|; 
ji^cigned sixteen years. His eon Jeroboana succeeded him* 

'Q. What was the character of Jeroboam the 2d? 

»4. He was a very wicked man, yet he was made an in- 
-strument, by God, of restoring the kingdom to its pristine 
splendour. He was encouraged to that glorious work by 
ihe prophets Jonas and Hosea. He defeated the Syrians io 
several engagements, made himself master of their capital, 
and recovered all the territory whicb belonged to Israel in 
the days of Joshua. But though his reign was rendered pe- 
culiarly glorious, by his numerous conquests, yet it is branded 
in the sacred history, on acconnt of the idolatries, luxury, ra- 
pine, and injustice with which it abounded. Amos and other 
prophets were sent to denounce the most awful judgments 
.^garnet Israel for these abominations, and to threaten their 
-final dispersion. Jeroboam swayed the Sceptre forty years, 

Q. Why was Jeroboam's reign so prosperous, when be 
was so very wicked? 

A. it is probable, though the king was wicked, there were 
■fnany praying Israelites who mourned the deplorable state of 
their country. The scripture informs us, the Lord saw the 
alHtctfon of Israel, that it was very bitter ; and said that he 
woukl not blot out the name of Israel from under heaven ; 
therefore he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam. 

Q, What king swayed the aceptre of Judah alter Ama* 
ziah was slain? 

*^. Azariah ; he is called Usziah. He began to re%n in 
Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of Jer<iiboam'. 

Q. What was the character of this prince ? 
' A, He was a good man and ver}' prosperous in the berin- 
cing of .his reign, while he followed the counsels of Zecha- 
ri ah, who was a wise and pious man. But after his death, 
being inflamed with pride, Usziah presumed to inva^ the 
prif*8t's office, contrary to the law, and to offer incense b« 
the altar of perfumes. The high priest, with eighty other 
zealous ministers of the temple remonstrated, in the warmest 
manner, upon the sin and danger of soch an attempt ; but 
^e in&tuated jmnee persisted in bis foUy, ittt ba wai tui- 
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4en\j smitten with a lepreey, and conseqnetUfy obtiged to 
^uit the citj. 

Q. Did he live to repent hra presumption ? 

^. Struck with remorse, he iiv>m«diateiy resigned his 
«rown to his son Jotham, and resided in a house without the 
City till the sixty-ei^th year of his age, when he paid the 
debt of nature. He ap)>e»rs to have supported th^ warship 
•f God all his days. His reign mttst have been happy for 
his peofile, though the close of it proved disgracefu! to him- 
self. His repentance was, no doubt, sincere, and his end 
happy. 

^. What were the most glorious actions of king; Uzziah ? 

.«^ He subdued the Philistines, and took the cities ofiGaUi 
«nd Jabneh. He subjected the Ammonites lo.a tribute. 
He overcame the Arabians, and subjected all the countries 
which lay between Judah ^nd £gypt. He built a eky Bpon 
ihe Red Sea, and placed ^ garrison in i^. After the tet^ni- 
' nation of bis foreign wars, he rebuilt tlie walls and forttfica- 
lions ^Jerusalem, which were partly decayed through iige, 
land which had been partly thrown down by Joash when he 
took Jerusalem. He fortified the wall with towers OQe bun* 
^dred and fifty cubits high. He built a number of eitres in 
different parts of his kingdom, which be strongly fortified. 
He paid great attention to agricultare, andhadcaiMilsdug for 
the conveyance of water where it was Wanted for the use of 
inan, or the cillture of the field. ' He had, also, a well armed 
and weH disciplined army, with engines of war for besiegui|^ 
AS weH as defending cities. 

Q. Who succeeded Jeroboam on the throne of Israel ? 

Ji, After an interregnum of eleven yfearsand an h^lf, 2?ech* 
«riah, the great grand son of Jehu, ascended the throne of 
Isfael. The Divine imdietion was then fulfiHed^ that Jebu's 
Iknuly should enjoy the idngdom to the fourth. generation. 
From tl^ ascension of this prince, we may date the down&U of 
Israel, as the subsequent history presents a melancholy spec- 
tacle of treasons, murders, and every species of anarchy. 
;Zechariah ^vas slain after a refgn of six months, by oue Shal- 
'. Inm, who was himself murdered by Menahen^, Zechariah's 
\general, a few ctays sfter he had usurped the throne. 

% Did Menahem take possession of the throne ? 

iii. ¥es; hecomaienced his reign with an act of unpara- 
^led cruelty* The city of Tirzah, having opposed his usur- 
tfMtlion, he caused -all the male inhabitants to be put to the 
%aiWQrd« end exercised the^most wanton barbarities upon the 
-^jMNM^lew and ^unrafHStins ^ema^les* .He was sooii after 
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alflurmc^d by tl)6 approach of an Assyrian army, and purcbi^- 
Bed a shnmeful peace at the rate of one thousand talentsiof 
stiver t ti^is money he collected by a poH ta^ on the men of 
wealth, and is the first tax meuttoiied as raited by afiy king 
6f Israel fVom their subjects. 

Q. How long did Menahem's reign continue ? 
- k^. Ten years ; nothing more is meritioned of him, but that 
he was a wicked man and an idolater. He however transmit- 
iod his kingdom to his son Pekahiah. 

Q. Can you give me any account of the history of As- 
syria? 

. A, Nothing is mentioned in scripture of the Assyrian em- 
pire since the tioje of Nimrod. Profane authors give an ac- 
count of a very powerful monarchy, which had lasted above 
a thousand years previous to this time ; but this does not 
appear probabie. David and Solomon met with no oppo- 
akfon In extending their kingdom to the Euphrates. A 
»inall tribe called Assur, helped the Moabit^s, AmmonHes, 
And £domite8, on some occasions. The city of I{fineveb 
had beeonfia n great city, when Jundi was sent to prophecy 
against rt : but there is so much obscurity rests on the histo- 
ry of this nation, that the most learned men have not been 
able to throiv lighti)0 tbfi subject. Some suppose that Pul 
wa# tliat king who repented*. wilU all his people, at the^ 
j»reaching of Jonah ; others, that he reiened after the kixig- 
dp^m was divided, and was the father of Tiglathpiieser. 

Q« How 'long did pekahiah reign? 

A, But two years ; that short pemd wae stakied with idol'* 
fttry and barbarity. He was slain by oQe Pekah,. the general 
Qi his horse, who took the kingdom* 

Qj AecouBt the eheef acd^as m the reign of Pekah. 

A. He was a ^reat transgressor, and entaiifed mieery on his 
people. He gained several victories o^er Jo^m, king of 
Judah, but had Ihe mortlficatioa of seeing one enlire tribe 
conquered, and ted captive by the Assyrians. His domitt- 
ions, during a reign of twenty years, were filled with diseord 
aud rebellion,, aod he was finally assassinated by Hoahea, a 
successful rival. 

Q. What was the character of Jolhiim knig of Jodah? 

A, He is represented as a just and religious prince, wh« 
inherited alPhis fkther's virtues, wtthofrt any of his faiiioM, 
and who constantly kept in view the glor3r of Gdd and tM 
happiness of hts people. He gained some impertaot advan- 
Jages ever his enemies, and expended a eonsMen^le sum in 
erecting citieg and eastlei for dmencei and in adorning Jero- 
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Mlem. Be died after a glorioas rdgn of sixteen yenj^ 
Notwithstandiog the pietV of Jotbnni, his people were cor- 
rupt, and at the dose of his reign God began to destroy Ju- 
dali by Syria and Israel* 

Q. What memorable transactions can you relate which 
happened about this period ? 

A. In the reign of Uzziah, the holy prophets bep;an to pub- 
lish their prophecies in writing : the chief of these was Isaiah. 
Yhe original works were deposited in the temple, to serve 
Ibr a monument to posterity. The propliecies of leisser ei- 
lent, and orally delivered, were registered, according to cus- 
tom, in the archives of the temple, with the history of their 
respective times* 

Ql Did no event of importance take place among the 
heathens ? 

A, The Olympic games, instituted by Hercules, and Ions 
discontinued, were revived. From this revival are deduced 
the Olympiads, whereby the Grecians computed their years. 
At this period ended the times which are called fabulous, 
because, before this period, profane history is full of coofu- 
sion and fables ; but from this date, the history of the w«rld 
is' related in more faithful and distioct narratives. 

Q. How were the Olympic games colebratcdl^ 

A. They were celebrated in Elis, a small province of Pe-* 
lopennesus. with the universal concurrence of all Greece. 
They consisted in various exercises of the mental and bodi- 
ly powers. The victors were publicly crowned, an honour 
which gained them particular privileges during life. 

Q. How did the Greeks compute the number of theJr 
years by the Olympic games ? 

A They gave the name of Olympiad ta four entire years, 
which elapsed from one solemnity to another. On the 
fifth they kept the solemnity. By these festivals the Greeks 
became acquainted with each other; they softened the 
manners, and rendered Gre^e the most polished country in 
the worid. 

Q. How long before the christian mm. were these games 
revived? 

A, Seven hundred and seventy-sis years. In (he year ef 
the worid, S£28. 

Q. What great empire was founded in this century. 

A, The Roman empire, by Romulus, grandson of Numi- 
tor, king of Alba, a descendant of Eneas, one of the Trojan ' 
heroes. 
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• ^. At wliat period do you place the fuiiftdation of thb 
empire ? 

w9. About four hundred and thirty years after the destruc- 
tion of Jewry ; 753 before the birth of Christ ; from the crea- 
tion, 3^50. Jfuthain was then kiu^ in Judea. 

Q, Had not KomuJus a tf\in brother P 

ji. Yes;, be had oae named Reinus^ whom he killed with 
his own band. 

Q. Hbw came he to commit ^o great a crime ? 

•4. The brathfira were rivals for dominion. Romulus sup^ 
posed he had received an intimation from the gods to erect 
a city on the hilt where the two brothers (who were bred 
bh«pherd«) h»d kept tlteir flocks. Hemus, m derision, leap- 
ed over the ditch which his brother bad dug for the fouoda- ' 
tion of the city walisy and Romulus, la a moment ofanj^r^ 
s^ew him, 

Q. Haw came these yoiiiig meo, who were descended^ 
from kingSi to be bred to « shepherd's life ? 

wf . Thfir grandfather, Numitor, had b^eri dethroned by 
Araulius, hi»brother ; Numitor's soira slain, and Rhea Sylvia,, 
she king's daughter, obliged to become a vestalv She, how* 
ever, becao^ the mother of two sons, whose father she pre<> 
tended was the god Mais. Amulius put Sylvia to death,, 
and exposed the infants onyihe river Tiber* They were 
found and preserved by a shwierd. When they arrived ^• 
ar^age for war, the^ restore^their grandfather to the thtone 
of Alba, and began to prepare a dominion for themselves^ 
when the quarrel took place which deprived Remus of life. 

Q. How large was the city ajid territory of Rome T- 

A. The city} at first contained about a thousand houses^, 
and commanded a territory of eight miles only. The uumr^ 
iier of inhabitants was three thousand; 

Q. Wbo :were the firstinhabitants of Romef 

A, Criminala, outlaws, and fugitive slaves, to whom* Ro* 
mulutf offered asylum, in order to increase its mhabitanta. . 

%, Had they airwomen among them ^ ' 

A, Not many at first The Sabines, their neighbouni^ 
whose daughters they asked in marriage, refused them witlL 
contempt Romulus dissembled his resentment^ and some^ 
time after celebrated games, to which *they invited the Sa- 
bine women with their daughters. They imprudently ac- 
cented the invitation. While they were engaged in viewing: 
Ibe games, the Roman youth rushed in tvith drawn fiwords^. 
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and forcibly cafned off the yomg women, whom they obli- 
ged to beeome their wives^ 

i^^ Did not the Sabines resent this condact ? 

jf. It produced a war which ended in uniting the two 
kingdoms. The Sabines had gained possession of part of 
the cit? by treachery, and the two armies were drawn up 
for batUe, when the Roman women rushed in between the 
combatants, and by tears and entreaties prevailed on them 
to be reeoneHed to each other. A treaty was signed bj 
which the two nations became one people. 

Q. What was the government of Rome ? ^ 

wl. It was a mixed monarchy, consistinflr of the king, the 
senate, and the people. The king was elected by his subr 
• jects. 

Qi, How were the people divided ? 

•/?. Into three tribes, and each tribe into ten curis&. 

Q. How was the Yand divided? 

A, Into three ^ equal po'rtions. The 6rst was for the supr 
port of religion, the next for the wants of the state, and the 
thhtl fbr the use of the citixens. 

Qf Who composed the senate, and what powers did it 
possess? 

A. It was composed of a hundred persons, respectable 
for their age and dignitv of character. Their duty was to 
«ee that the laws were observed,, to deliberate upon affairs of 
state, and to report their deliberations to the comitia or 
assemblies of the people, to whom the supreme power oC 
deciding belonged *,. vet it was necessary that the decisiont 
should be approved by the senate. 

^ What power did Romulus reserve for the king f 

JSl.^ The command of the army, the convocation of the 
comitia and senate, the judging of important causes, and 
ihe dignity of sovereign pontic * 

Q. Was not the power of the king very small ? 

A. It appeared «o to the poi^e. Thoitph he gave np to, 
them the chief powers of sovereignty^ the ma Icing laws, 
choosing magistrates,, determining peace or. war, he so pre- 
lerved U^e means of dbectiD| their votes, that in fact he wa% 
entire nuister of every decision. The memb'ers of the sen- 
ate were of his own choice. The militaiy power, the super- 
intendance of religion, and the distribution of justice, wer^ 
retained in hi)S ojwo hands. 

^ What guards attended hia pierson i 
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A. Twelve Ltetors, 9vbo were arm^d vi^h avee tied up m 
a bundle of rods, as emblems o£ his authonty. To thf^se h« 
afterwards added a military corps, consisting of three hun- 
cired ipert, whose duty it was to %ht either on foot or borse.« 
Itack." This was the origin of the Knights, at first called Cei-v 

Q. What was the origin of eUeots aiid jMi trans ? 
A. The comiD«n people, who were caUed Plebe^ns^ were 
encouraged to choose {i*om among the higUer rank, who 
were called Patricians, a friend and protector whom they 
styled a patron ;; aud the plebeij^n thus protected was ealled 
chent. The reciprocal offices of k'mdness between the pat- 
ron and his client?, inspired them with mutual affection, and 
sprelid coDCofd and moderation through the whole comma- 
nity. 

Q. What particular laws are kept on record, made by fto-* 
mutus ? 

A. Uncivilized nations have but ffew laws, and even those 
few laws are tinctured with barbarity. I will mention only 
two in (be laws of Romjilus. Husbands were allowed, not 
only to divorce their wives, but even to put them to deatb^ 
not only for great &nm^h\A for having drank wine. Wo* 
men, on the contrary, were not allowed to separate from 
their husbands, on any pretence whatever. Fathers were 
made absolute over their children. They might sell them 
even to the third time, and at any age \ and on some occa- 
sions they might put them to death. They were allowed ta 
expose cnildren who were b^n excessively deformed. The. 
law did not compel them to provide for their younger daugh^ 
ters. . 

Q. What mej^bod did the Romans employ to increa9e 
their power ? 

A. They made continual wars upon their neighbours ; 
were generally victorious, amd by always admitting the van- 
quished to the rank of citizens, they amounted, before tho 
death of RomuloSf totety-sfeven thousftodt 

Q. Can you refe.te the death of Romulus ? 

A» When the Sabines united with the Romans, their king> 
Tatius, was admitted to an equal share of power with Ro* 
raulus ; a hundred Sabines was also added to the senate. Ta- 
tius being assassinated about six years after the dnfon, Ro- 
i»u1us so managed affairs as to retain the power in his owii 
hands. From uiis time he attempted to make himself des- 
potic. The senators caused him to be privately assassinated* 
vA ta coucei4 the dee^ pretended they had:8eeQ hiQi ca^^ 



d by Google 



ire urfiyEftSAL 

Hed to heaven. He was worshipped as a god, under tite 
Daine of Quirinus. He reigned thh*ty-seveo years. 

Q. Who wad Sardanapalus ? 

A. He was the last king of the ancient titie of mof^arcbs ia 
Assyria. He was so very effeminate as to Bhiit himsetf up 
li^h his women, foHowing their employmeDts, and oeglect- 
ing the affairs of government enth-etyk 

Q. Who overthrew the Assyrian empire ? 

Jl, The Medes, a warlike people/ animated hy Arhaces^ 
their governor, revolted against Sardanapalus ^ their exam- 
ple was followed by the rest of the subjects of Assyria. The 
effeminate mbnatch perished in bis capitol, where he burn- 
ed himself with his women, his eunuchs, and his riches, to> 
esea|)e failing into the hands of his enemies. 

How many kingdoms aroee out of this amBient iDon- 



n/1^ Three ; Media^ a second Assyrian kingdom, of which 
Nineveh ctmtinued the capital; and the kingdom of B&« 
bylon? , 

. Q. Did Arbaces reign over IVXedia? 

Jl. No ; he estahlis)ied a free govermaent. Media does 
cot appear to have been independlent of Assyr^ till several 
years after this time, when they elected a lord/named De- 
joces, for their king. 

Q. Who reigned at Nineveh ? 

wi, Tiglath-pileser, to whom some have given th^ name of 
Ninus the younger. # 

Q. Who established the kingdom of Babylon ?. 

A> Baladan, by the Greeks named Beloris. He is also eaU 
led Nobonassar. [B. C. 747.] Ptolemy and 'other ancient 
astronomers, reckoned their years from the prince's reign. — - 
Uence tlie era of Nobonassar. 

Q. What is meant by an Era ? 

•d. It signifies a number of years^ begKu> at a- eertain period*, 
distinguished by some great event. 

Q. Whia succeeded Jotham .on the throne of Judah ? 

•^. Atiazy an impious and wiekid prince, who reared altars 
at Jerusalem for the gods of the Ganaanites, and sacrificed 
his own son in honor of their idols. [B. C. 792.] 

Q. What punishment was hrougjitoa ibe king for these 
enormities? 

a^'^^^^^ brou^t aeainst hios the united /brces oC 
Syria and Israel: these defeated Ahaa, toek moat of hk 
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strong cities and besieged Jerusalem* AJbaz was ^eaUj 
alarmed, but the prophet, Isaiah was sent to assure him, that 
God would not, at that time, destroy Jerusah'm. The king 
of Syria finding the city very strong, despaired of reducing 
it, and returned to Dama^us with the spoil he had, acquired 
from AluiZ. On his departure, A hJ3kz, supposing himself sutfi- ' 
cieYitly strong to cope with the army of Israel, drew out his 
. army, joined battle with Pekah and was entirely defeated. 

Q. What u«e did Pekah make of his victory ? 

A The Israelites sp6iled the country and took a great 
naniher of prisoners, whom they intended to keep for slaves ; 
i)Ht the Lord sent a prophet, nanried Obed, who reproved 
them for th»jir cruelty to their brethren. He informed them 
thr^y had not gained the vk lory by their own prpwess or 
skill ; but God had given the people of Judah into thehr hand 
because of tb«ir Bins. He tb«o reminded them, that they 
too had transgressed, and bade them fear the veAgeaoce of 
Heaven, unless they released the captives, ' 

Q. Did the Israelites listen to the voice of the prophet ? 

A. Yes, they released the captives ; cloathed them with 
the spoils they had ta.ken, and carried them back as far«i 
Jericho, which is near Jerusalem, and returned torSamaria; 

Q. Did Ahaz repent after this signal interposition oT Heav- 
en? 

A, He did not ; but being again oppressed by his enemies, 
he sent costly presents to Tiglath-piles^r, k*.og of Assyria, 
and sued for his assistance. The king of Assyria, received 
the ambassadors kindly and accepted the presents of Abac. 
He made war upon Syiia, took Damascus their capital, slew 
Rpzin,and entirely demolished the Syrian kingdom. [B. C. 
74a.]'He also afla&cted the Israelites, pillaged the country and 
carried away a great number of captives. His alliance did 
not benefit Judah, for he did not assist Aha* to recover any 
of the places which had been taken from him during the 
war, either by Syria, or the other nations, who had not sub- 
mitted to the Assyrian government. Tiglath-pileser also 
rose in his demanda upon Abaa ; so that the land was almost 
exhausted, by the presents and subsidies, which were extor- 
ted by this pretended friend and ally. 

Q. What other mischief followed from this alliance ? 

A^ Instead of two petty princes, which he had before for bis 
neighbors, be had now a mighty monarch for hisborderer, 
which ho power in the nation was able to resist^ I" rom thm 
Ume, the Jcwt were excluded from all traffic in the bootk 
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Saa, which before this period was the chief source uf their 
wealth. 

Q. When Ahas saw himself oppre^i^ed hy his pretended 
friends, equally with his enemies, did he not return to the 
worship o J God ? 

wl. His roiftfortvoes seemed to harden his hekrt more a- 
gainst God : on a visit which he made to Tiglath-pileser at 
Damascus, he saw an altar there whjrh \iii thought mbre 
convenient, than the one buHt according to God's direction ; 
he caused a pattern of it to be sent to Jerusalem, and g»vo 
orders to Uriiah the high prie«t» to remove the altar of the 
I^rd, and sunstiUite the Syrian altar in its place. Urijah o- 
beycd the king's command. The king, on his return, shut 
tip the hoiwe uf the Lord, and oL.\|ced his people to uarsh»p 
the god^ of the nations which hat! destwyed the country ;. 
pretending they were more powerful than the God of Israel. 
Ho also destroyed (he temple, stripf/mg it of all its ornaments 
and sacred vessels, which he melted down, either to supplj 
his own extravagance, oi* as gifts to the king of Assyria. 

Q. Was he permitted to reign long.? 

A. He died in the thirty-ninth year of his age, having reiga* 
ed sixteen years ; [B. C. 7^7.) His character was so odious^ 
he was npt allowed a burial in the sepuh'.hres of the kings of 
Judah. Ho Was succeeded by Hezekiah. 



CHAP. XIV; 

Th€ ntgn qf Htztkiak, and the histonf qf the neighbouring 
naiions. 

Q. How long did Peknh rergn over Israel? 

Jl, About twenty yoar? ; he was thcr> murdered by (Ua 
ti-eachery of one of his courtiers, named Hoshea. 

Q. Did Hoshea take possession of the throne? 

^. During more than eight years the kingdom was in an 
unsettled sbite ; at the end of that period Hoshea obtained 
the crown. The years of his reign are computed from the 
time of his establishment on the throne, and not from lh% 
death of his predecessor. Hoshea began to reign ia the 
twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Judah. 

Q' What was the character of Hoshea ? 
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mS. He wa9ii wfeked man, but not so notorious nn ofktider 
«s the kings who reigned befor«r him. The golden calf, 
which was worshipped at Dan, h:id been carried away by 
tli« Assyrians before his accession. Hoshea did nnt attun^pt 
to reinstate it, but aliofwed ^hose who wei^e «o dispoised, to 
go up to Jerusalem to worship. 

Q. Was the destruction of Israel retarded by this partial 
reformation? 

•A The crimes of the Israelites bad rendered them fufty 
Mpe'for destruction. The merit of Hoshea, even if he bad 
been^a truly good man, could not have saved the nation from 
the just punishment of Heaven. By destroying the nation 
during the reign of this prince, who was less wicked thao 
his predecessors, the Lord taught his people, that he punish- 
ed them for the crimes of the nation at large, ?.nd not for 
tiiose of the prince only, as many were ready to imagine. 

What enemy was permitted to destroy the kingdom 



q. Wha 
of Israel ? 



jS. Shalmaneater, the son of Tiglath-pilcser ; he is called 
Unemessar in Tobit,and Shalmon in Uosea. 

Q. When did Tiglath-pileser die ? 

w^. In the fourteenth year of Ahaz, after*a reign of nine- 
teen years. [B. C. 729.] 

Q. Did. Shalmanezer conquer Hoshea in his first expert- 
tion? ^ 

A. Not entirely ; he dispossessed him of the greater paft 
of his dominion ; subjected htm to a yearly tribute, and then 
returned to Assyria. 

Q. How long did the king of Assyria permit Ho^eato re- 
main his Tassar? ' 

•^. But a few years ; Sabacon, an Ethiopian kio|^, subdued 
Egypt, and having destroyed their king by fire, reigned over 
that country. This is the king who is called So, In the scrip- 
tures. Sabacon, after ascending the Egyptian throne, be- • 
came very powerful. • Hoshea entered into an alliance with 
him, hoping, by his assistance, to shake off the Assyrian 
yoke. Confiding in the protection oT Egypt, he refused to 
pay the customary tribute to Shalmanezer. This defection 
roused the anger of^ the Assyrian monarch; he marched 
with a formidable fort'e into Palestine. Having subdued all 
tbe adjacent country, beseiged Hoshea in Samaria. 

Q. How long did the city resist his arm*? 

jj. It heW out three years, during which time the inhabi- 
tants suffered every kind of distress. At tlie end of the 
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und confined him io prisan during the remaiDder ef hw Kfe. 
He carried nearly all the inhabitants into captivity, and pla- 
ced them in Persia and Media, and brought inhabitants from 
his own dominions, and peopled tiie land of Israel. These 
transactions took place in the seventh year of Hezekiah'a 
Teign, and the ninth of Hoshea's. [B. C. 7M.] 

Q. What remarkable persons were carried eaptivc at this 
time? 

Ji. Tobit, with his wife Anna, and his son Tobias. Tobit 
was raised to the honour of purveyor to the king of Assyria. 

Q. Did Shaltnanezer make any other conquests? 

*1 It is 8U|>po8ed that he conquered Moab, and fulfilled 
tlie terrible prophecy against tliat country, related in the 
ftaeentfa and sixteenth chapters of Isaiah. After Shaljnaneze/ 
had taken Samaria, he sent to Hezekiah to demand the tri- 
bute whush Aha« had agreed to pay for the kingdom of Ju- 
dea. Hezekiah, tiusting in God, refused to pay hioa any 
tribute. Shalaianezer was prevented from attacking Judea 
by a war with Tyre, which proved uosuccessfuh 

Q. What misfortunes hefel tl»e heathens whieh were [^Ant- 
ed m Samaria i^ 

Ji. They were destroyed in great numbers by lioBS. rHtey 
justly concWded this was a pi;^i3hinent inflicted for not wor- 
shipping the God of the country. They applied to the king 
of Assyria, who sent them some i)f the captive priests to 
teach them the religion of Israel. These priests taught Ihein 
the laws of Moses, but in that mutilated state i'p which it 
had been observed in the kingdom of Samaria. They ad- 
Tnitted JeW'ah among their gods, but did not worship him 
418 the only true God. 

Q. Did God accept of this imperfect worship? 

JL The Israelites did not so Knuch as fear the wrath of tha 
Almightj, but Uie poor pagans trembled at his power, and to 
avert his wrath, paid him some ignorant worship, according 
to the imperfect instructions given them ; to this was an ex- 
^ternal acknowledgment of his power and Godhead, and as 
we may suppose they acted up to the best of their, knowl- 
edge, God was pleased, in consequence, to withdraw his 
judgments frojn^heKU .— 

Q. Wiil you .give me the history of Hezekiah's reign ? 

A, He had, in the last years of his father's reign, b.eeD ad- 
mitted apjM^tner with him in the kingdom. As long as his 
lather lived he could make jno reformation in church ojr 
states but as aoop as he was dead, and Hezekiah jhad Ui» 
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mh^ pt^wtt Hi l^hflftds/ he l«g^n a tiMMrongh woit of re- 
fori»tk>ii. [B.C.7Sa.] 

Q. What was the first step taken by Hezekiah ? 

wi. He opened* the house of the Lord which his father had 
•but up: he collected the priests and Levites, and com- 
manded them to remove the new aitar which his fiitber had 
made, and restore the attar of the Lord ; to puree the temple 
of atlimpurities, and attend to their duties m the sanctuaVf , 
according to the law of Moses. 

Q. At what time did Hezektab celebrate the passover? 

•f. There was not sufficient time to prepare the house of 
God before the regular time of keeping the passover. The 
law of Mos^s allowed (Numbers, chap. ix. v. lO, 11.) a se* 
cond passover to be kept in cases of necessity, on the four- 
teenth day of the second month. King Hezekiah having 
consulted with the chief priests and princes, and all the con- 
gregation in Jerusalem, decreed that the second passover 
should be kept by the whole nation, instead of the first. 
Accordingly he sent messengers to notify, not only his own 
subjects, t^t to invite all the tribes of Israel to come to Je- 
rusalem and keep the passorer. 

Q. Was the invitation of Hezekiah accepted ? 

A, Bfany of the Israelites laughed at Hezckiah's message, 
and some abused and insnltea his ambassadors; notwith- 
standing great numbers accepted the invitation, and went up 
to Jerusalem to keep the festival, so that it was the largest 
congregation which had solemnized the passover since the 
reign of Solomon. - 

Q, How many days did they devote to this solemnity ? 
, A, The law demands only seven days, but the Hebrews 
were so elated with joy, at seeing their ancient worship re- 
stored, they doubled the time of the festival, and kept it four- 
teen days, tliough it must have been about the time of bar- 
Test. Thus we see that holy affections will draw the heart 
fi-om worldly affairs ; nor should every such deviation from 
worldly prudence be termed supersdtion or fanaticism. 

Q. Were all the Israelites properly prepared to keep the 
passover 1 » 

A. Many of the ten tribes, having come at a short warning, 
Bnd being destitute of instruction, were not regularly prepar- 
ed to eat the passover ; but as they appeared very sincere 
and earnest in returning to the Lord, they were allowed to 
partake, notwithstanding their ceremonial disqualifications* 
Hezekiah, sensible there was dang<ir in this deviation from 
Die law, prayed that the Lord would pardon every one that 
P 
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)ng to the puriftcfttioii of the sanctiiaij. To this prayer Ibc 
Iiord granted « faTOtirable Jinswer, 
i(^ What took place at the eonclusion ofthe feast? 
«^ 4bfter the passover was ended, the people went Uimugh 
. ijl Ihe laoaats of Judah and Beojaauo^ and brake all the iina- 
g»B in pielsest ^^ dowsi the «ooieerated ip'oves, 4iiid deaCiroy* 
ed evenr tnonmneat of idolflti^'^hidi they oould find in Ju- 
dea. The Israelites, on tiieir return houe^ also destvoyeU 
the monuments of idolatry Iram the country of Saosaria. 
Hoshea, either through a total want of religion, or regard for 
it, cOQ^rred, or rather did not prevent their zeal for the 
cause of Ood. Thus the worship of God was again univer- 
sally established through the whole country of the tw«lv« 
tribes. 'Had (hey persevered in serving the Lord with sin- 
eere' heaTt8,.they would have preserved their country from 
destructioa. Anioiig the other monuments of idolatry, He- 
zekiah destroyed the brazen serpent which Moses set up in 
the ysriid^pofi^ 

%l. Why was this braseBMrpeot,* which was:set up attlpe 
command of God, destroyed ? 

Ji. It was Bot •feeted «s an dbject of- wonhip, thoi^fa the 
Israelites were heated when 4bxnr looked iipon*it ; Ui^y were 
tavght to consider it as a avrabol of divine mercy, and not an 
object of devotion. It had been preserved, .as well as«.the 
vot ofimanna and Aaron's rod, as^tnonuments of the miracu- 
lous mercy, of God to his people in the wilderneas ; hut as 
the people made an idol of it, Hezekiah acted ipropeHy in 
breaking it In pieces. 

42* ^^n you,go on with He^ekiah's history ? 

JL Hexekiah, as we observed before, refused to pay Shal« 
maneser the ' tribute which had been imposed on his father. 
The Syriiinshad given that monarch employment during, his 
feign, whichlasted fourteen years. At his-death Sennacherib 
his son succeeded him. This prince is also called Saigon* As 
toon as he was seated on the throne he renewed the demand 
frhich his father had made upon Hezekiah. On his refusal 
to comply with this demand, the king of Assyria marched 
with a great army into Judea. This was in the fourteenth 
y«arof'Hezekiah's reign. 

Q. What remarkable provi4et^cedid Hezekiah experience 
this year ? 

Jt*UA fellsiiekfJmd was informed by tiie prophet fsaiah 
that this disease was mortal ; but on his earnest. prayer fov 
hnper Jifoi^ recciMd iMttOier mesa^ge by the- pn>|di«tf mh» 
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lnlbraMii lihn 4M^ Iui4 wmxAaA l»b f»9Mly wU < woiil^ «dd 
/Uteen jears Biare to liit.lile* To> {^ire hMmitadiftMUTMice of 
his iaAracttb>u9 recovery, €bd «t b\»:twfmBt,c9m»d the sun to 
g0 backward teit degrees on th« diftL 

% Whiit feuH irai llie king |;iMU3r of on his reeovery f 

A, Vkh heart was elated with pride. Merodach Baladan, 
Vm^ at BahylOQ, sent ambassadors to Hezekiah to congratu- 
hiiki himon tiis recovery, and te enquire into the miracle 
T^htch had astonished the astronomers of Babylon. He also 
wished t0 form an aUHmce wHb lte«ekia)i, against Sennach- 
erib, whose growing power the Babyloiuans had reason t«^ , 
fixir, as well a»lhe Jews. Heistknm was greatly flattered 
\yy tbh embassy, and in the pride of hi» heart shewed those 
ambassadors alt the riches of hid kingdom. He might also 
have suppdsed by this display of bis wealth, to make the 
Babylonians set a greater vslue ofi hi» anSance* 
' Q; What rebuke was given^m for this pride of hishearff . 

A, fsaiah was sent to inform him, that all those riches on, 
which he valued himself, should be carried to Babylon, to- 
^Cher with the king and people of Judea. This message re- 
stored the king to himself: he replied that the sentence was 
j^isnd aeknowted^ed the goedneaB ef God in deferring 
the sentence 10 a future peHodl 

Q. What sficcess had 9ennach6rib m his expeditioo agamst 
JudeR? ^ -.— — 

•4. He took a number of the fortified towns, and laid seiga 
to Jerusalem. Hezehiah's* ^ith in the protection of God 
was not firm, as it ought to have been* He first[looked to 1^- 
gypt for aid, but being reproved by Isaiah, for this alliance^, 
ue offered to pay the demands of Sennacherib, if h^ would 
withdraw his army. The king of Assyria asreed to wit&« 
draw his forcei» on eonditioo that Heasekiah should pay him 
tbrco hundred -talents of silver and thirty talent^of g<^, and 
duly render the tribute imposed on his father. . 

^. Did HeiKekiah consent to tiiose eondilioiift ? 

Ji4 He consented to them, aiid to ftSlfif the engagement' 
was obliged to despoil the temple of its onMimeots, and to. 
p«ft fvith much o/ttiat treasure which hadmied hw heart vritfa 
pride. 

Q« VHd S<mra(chcrib regard the articles of this treaty ? 

•^. He withdrew his army from Judea for a short time, 
not so much on account of his ti^eaty, as to ptmish the Sgyp" 
Diana for entering into an alliance' with Hezekiab. 

-il* Wha^t success had the king of Assyria against iElgypt ? 
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Ji/P^fihHimymn, ht mmged the eouotiy witfemftme^t^ 
iQi; much reawtanee. Sethon the son of Sn, was king of £- 
liypt. He was a wmrj weak prinee. Leaving the aflkirs 
er goTernmeot to his courtten, he affected Uia office of 
priest, and gave himself whoJly to the set vice of ViikaiH-^- 
At this period mav be dated il>c fulfilment of the prophecies 
' df Isaiah and Nahum, against £gypt, t^^^i^bt ch. xx. : Na- 
hum, chap. iii.-O, 10.] No-ammon, spoken of by Nahum, wa» 
the same as Thebes, famous for its nundred gates. 

Q* Was tlie king of Assyiia successful during the vt^olo 
war? 

A* After he had reduced most of Egypt, lie was stopped 
IB bis career before the ctty of Peluzmm. Having spent some 
time in the siege of that d typhis army, probably diseon ten- 
ted witb a repube, and hearing that, the king of Ethiopia 
had entered Egypt with a great army, not choosing to wait 
bis approach he raised the siege, and returning into Judea. 
began to commit hostilities there, contrary to the agreemebt 
made with Hezekiah. 

Q. What preparatioD»di4 Hezekiah make for the defence 
•f Jerusalem? 

A. Hezekiah, with the advice of his couoselloni, repair^ii 
the wails and made new ones where they ware weak, and 
fortified them with towers. He also provided all kinds of 
arms and artillery, which could be wanted for defending the 
fk'iace against assaults, or for annoying the enemy. He cau- 
sed all the people to be enrolled and marshalled for war, who 
were able to bear arms, and appointed over them officers of 
experience to instruct them in military exercises, and to lead 
them to war when occasion required. He stopped aU the wells 
of water In the vicinity of Jerusalem, and turned the cour- 
ses of the brooks and springs, which flowed in the direction 
of the enemy. But though he made these treat prepara- 
tions, his chief hope lay in the protection of Heaven. Hez- 
ekiah addressed his people, and bade them not fear the migh- 
ty host of Assyria, for with them, said he, is only an arm of 
flesh, but With us is the Lord our God. The peopk were 
greatly encouraged by the words of the king. 
^ Q. -Can you relate the particulars of Seonachafib's innn 
non? 

Ji. He laid sieee to Lachish, a strong'city at some distanre 
iVom Jerusalem^but sent three of his generals, Tartan, Rabsa* 
ris and Rabshakeh, to besiege the capital. Rabshakeh, who 
is supposed to have been an apostate Jew, sent to Hezekiah* 
and desired a personal interview with him ; but the king did 
not choose to expose his person to the treachery af a perfid* 
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%tfs euemjr, and' Stent Vetera! olficeirs of h\k •<*ourt to1l«nr 
fh€ir proposals; Rabshakeh fff^verod* that InsUKfn^ ^ffl 
blasphemous langungfe to HefeeHlahStotffrei^s, which is nilated 
in full, in tt<t^O plact!3 of scriptur^e, (2. Kings, chap, rfiii. and 
in Isaiah xxjivi.) l^his sp^ecfi was deliverfd under the wall 
hT the city, in the hearing of the pe^ople, and in the Htbrtin 
fon^e, in hopes of produchig a revolt. 

Q. Had it any effect on the king or people ?.* ; ; 
.jjk. The people took qjooottce of the.sp««ueti. • Tbe kiiig't 
CGnfidence in God was increased |^ the blasphemy of, the 
A.ss.ynans- ; for tiiough he and hU people were un^worth^ of 
divine &VOIU*, yet he had confidence that God would nndi^ 
cate his great name* which was reproached by the proud foe. 
He therefore entreated the prophet Tsaiah to unite with him 
in earnest prayer to God, for his afflicted people, and for his 
tompret least his ho^y name should be blasphemed among t(ie^ 
beaUien^ . , ^ 

'■ ^* What ansf^e^ waft giten to Heselllalii's prayers? 
^'*^«i^/^!lie prephcft isahib Was sent t» assure htm that Qo^ 
woold protect bis people,- and bring their enemies to a dis:^ 
graeefui end*. • 

Q. What was the first disappointment the Assyiians re- 
ceived* 

«^. ^eotiacherib had withdrawn fh>m Ijachish. ft is not 
known whether he had taken the eity, and lay before Lib« 
n^h, ^ben Rabshakeh returned to giVe him an accouGftof' 
what had passed at Jerusalem. When Sennacherib heard 
with what indifference the Jews deceived his first message, 
he sent a letter to Hefeekiah, defying both him and hH God, 
in a most impiouS' matmer. This letter Hezekiah spread be*^ 
fore the Lord In his holy tempt^' and besought hikn to letthe^ 
Datioa»kiiow that Jehovah aloiie wa^ the Qod of the Qni^- 
verse* - ' 

Q. Was there im answer given to thi^ prayer of the king T 
JJ. laabh .was ag«ln conimisaioiie^/'to ihfoi'm Qea^kiah 
that he had heard the blasphemy of the Assyrian king, and 
would utterly. destroys hoth hiipa and his army.. As a sign he 
informed hh people that t!^6 earth should jfield them 6u8t^ 
Dance fortwo^ears without culture^ The devastatk)n»er' 
the Assyrians, it is supposed, had prevented the land from be*^ 
kig sown that year, and that the next was the sabbatical year,; 
when they were commanded not to €lt their fields^ 

Q. What prevented SencR^cherih from^lnarchtng'^r^ellr 
«i«ttaek JenttclMiiF -^ . ^ / 
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4. U« WM fiilbmed thil Tlil»l»li, yo^ 
^ttareUn;^ io pmwtof blm, iis^iie who had fled tluNMigbiew. 
Upon this iarormaUofH he ONurefaed with all his foicet to meet 
him. A battte entoed ; the £thiopiani were ^atlrelyd^ 
iBated. The victory was from QoA who bad denowieed i^eii- 
l^eimce on £sypt anil £thlof^, by the prophet Isaiah, (chiqfiu 
XTiii. 20— St.) The king of Assyria was only God*8 executiOB- 
er, yet ho knew it not, and elated with pride he returned iolO' 
> Judea, with the fixed purpose to destroy the natbn and wo»- 
%tiip of Jehovab^^who had §{iveo himwieeess is aU his waia. 
'^. Tf bat became of Sennacherib and his army ? 
«^ When he had arrived in Jadea, not far from Jernsalent,. 
flushed with victory, and believin|; that the gods of the na- 
tions, as well as men were at his disposal, tie was on hia- 
mareh towards Jerusalem; expecting in a few days to de- 
stroy the place, and blot out the nation } an angel of the 
Lord went forth, and in one night smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred and eighty-five thousand men. [B. C;, 
710.] SemiBeliefih terriiedat thia awful Judgnieiit, fied iit 
4m> grfiilPBsi pre^iptlaiioQ t» Niii#vehy wl»#re ho passacHhe re« 
miiin^ei!of his life, despised' by hif sul^ls aodhatefiil t^ 
himself This happened In the eighteenth yeac of Heaw<*^ 
|[iah*s reign* 
Q. Was the remaindiBr of Reaekiah^s reign prospetoua ? 
•f. B4 vr90 both feafe4ai»d hiMiiiuved by ftU the surrouncf'- 
li(^ natioes. ^eiog blc^^d hy^ God, ana in peaae with his 
toeiiiiest he had leisure to improve Jeruaalsm^ bv maay use- 
|9l works. He made an aqueduej^ to tiuopiy ^e eity withi 
tpater^ be proof^ted the worship erf God^ and. served iat» 
iiritb tbft s|im^ ai4QW and sioeerity aa DdiVid^ and was not 
§liilty of Ps^yid^. foulta i he baid the se^pUacea copied out by 
»faid)ful scribe. The FroretWof SoMoKon: w^re eoUected: 
aiidfadd^dtothi&othf r hoJy writings at this tAi^e.. The scrips 
ture informs us, there was none before or after him^ ! woo* 
kept Qod's commandments faithfully like He^ekiah* Ife 
I eigned twenty nine years. 

Q. WaV th^*ire petutiitr honoi^ p^til t|> H^^ekiaH^ re^ 
m^ihs? ' , / 

•(?• Y<QS.:, aJI; Judah lamented, hk de^tby and paid every 
nwlcbrre^peettohisremains^ They, were deposited ia 
the moslr. hoQOuraUe )4ace ia>tim sepuichrA of the king^ o£ 
JudTah. 
H. Can jm ^fi^km^ 9efHdehi:e^ f 
4i,ll IN viilhout thew^llf.^ jleruiwttomihet theeHy fe» 
f>re it waa destroyed by the Romans i<. «^|f(MNlA ^ am^ 
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large eourt about \99 feol m^re^ with m gallory o» tho Ml 
}umd, supported by pHUmcot oui.oC $he 9o|ki rock 9f amt' 
ble. Ajt the encit or the g^n^lery is a narrow p^uage leaiding 
into a large hall about SO feet square^ Withini tfie large room 
are several smaller ones, with Aone doors. All these rooms 
•re cot OBt of the solid roek. la the sides of the smalt 
rooHKi are okbes in whreh rbe corpses of the kings were de- 
posited ID stone coffins. Iil the innermost of these rooms thfr 
DodjT oCHesekiah was depositpd The ni«he in whWh it waa 
placed was at the' appear end: this phee was assigaed htm a» 
the most hono«irab]e place among the dead.\ This sepulchre 
remains stiQ entire, and is supposed to have been the woi4c of 
Soh)mon^ and is the only thing remaining of old Jerusalem.. 
Q. What el&ct did Sennacheuh's defeat produce at Nine*^ 
▼eh? ^ 

. A. Hm aipmy wnaoojoittch weak«iied« and ha so mtieh de9^ 
pkM»d by ius sttbioeta, that the Medes HungotfiT aU suhjectiott 
to his empiroi 8eoiiach«rtb irritated beyoMi meaa^e at hit. 
fftpaated dMMPintiHMiAts, heawnoi so fyra«in«at» tbiiiho waa 
di^tested e«4Na hy hia own family*. Hm two eldest sons ^eiir 
him, and havini^flfiade.llieir aseape into Ar|iioBia» JCtei'hack^ 
don hia third soi> ascended the throne^ 
Q. la what year did Esarbaddon begib hia reign f 
A. rt is s^ipposed he began to reign 706 years befbre the 
Christian Era« about the Wi year of HesMkiaii« which wa^. 
the last year of Sethon, kin| of Egrpt*. Setiioo was 8uc<» 
ceeded bv Tiibakah» the EthiopiaD king who came with ap 
«rmy forbi&.as»dtance ^aixtftSeimacheub,*, 



<^i arid Israd^ fiwn the death qf Bezekiah ia fU reign ^ 

JhtMu ■ ' - ' ' '- T, ^- . 

^ Who waa the first king of Media f - * 

A Ofejocesi wlia wa8firat.a j«idgei wummtn^Mhitinimh 
el quarrels, which took pl««e very fireqtl^lHly while tfre gor^ 
cr^mMt wasJH an yiift^led state. |^ C. 70i9.} Pejoeef^ 
4iMK»viir^;iii€b juslic«ii|i^44Hliljfiaia H^. pm^^na^^^^f W% 
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, ^f ekKMk bto fair tbeir; kiqg* H« bfpni fabrelei^ 
fell th« tuaetesatli jem o£ Hecektab. 

Q. What city was bdllt by Dejocea ? 

itf. The city of Ecb'ataaa; it was built on* a hUf and 
•urrounded with seven walls^ The walls were so dissosed 
•s to be distinctly seen rising one above the other on the as* 
cent of the bill, which regulairly sloped on every side.. With- 
in the central enetoBuce stood the king's palace ; in the 
sjxtbi the olilQers of his household were lodged; l^e ibter« 
mediate spaces beiweeo the other walls ver.e appointed foe 
(he habitation of the people. After the cit^ was finished^ 
Sejoces obliged, part of the Medes, to settlo in k^ He em* 
l^loyed all the powers of his mind to frame good laws, smd 
to make his people cultivate the arts of civilized life., It^ or* 
der to inspire respect for his person, he kept himself eon* 
cealed in his- palace, and transacted all business through f h& 
mterpositlDn of his offieers* This sectosion, which rendered 
Dejoces respectable, in the eyes of an ignoraift people^ trua 
jpruikicHve of tttuch evil^^'to the kinigdom in after ages ; W 
•uecessem, iimitatuig hki exmiple, heeiOBe iftmnint and ^f£ 
femiimte^ and thenetioQ was miled by iiH(kil> courtiers, wluk 
had sot^i* good ef the commiiQity at hearU ; 

Q. Who succeeded: Sezekiah?' 

•^. Manasseh, who was but twelve years of age when h» 
succeeded his father in the government. He had the mis^ 
fortune to fall Into^ the hanas of profligate guardians, who* 
were enemies to religion and ord^r; they corrupted h» 
nttod, both as to religion an'd government; The very com« 
mencemeot of hifr reign was a eomplication of tyranny, pte^: 
^gacy, and impiety^.. 

O. What particular acts Qif g^ilt are 'recorded of Manaas*- 
seh? 

di. He not only restored all the idbratries of his graadfkr 
ther Ahaz, but went much beyond ^him in every abomina* 
tion which could dishonour the ination. [B. C. 698.] Abas, 
shut up the house e/ €^od; iMl4R(^fs^|^.i3^yei^teil.^/iQto • 
temple for idols. He placed an image of the grove in the 
most holy"plac4, and ereeted altars for Baal and all tW 
hosts of heaven, h) the courts of the sanctuary. He asied 
enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits, and made ^his 
children pass through the fire to Mohoch. Idols, groves, aiid* 
ftHars^ were en^c^edlh everr pait^ of Jerusalem and J^dea* 
£v>ery phkctic« vMeh' couitt corrupt the peopb, infrbduce- 
ffBttiety, and destroy true religion, wasniol oAly emsoamged' 
sM Wfed ui^n^lhift InhayteDta hy Um kisg^s eommands^W 
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victinw fell a saerifSce to this hicmdy tymnt, till tive whole 
land, defiled with the btood of martyra, cried for vengeance. 

Q. Was not Manaaseh warned by the prophets to rcfram 
from these acts of guilt ? 

Jl, Yes; be was warned repealed^, bat ke^ reAibed to Vis- 
ten to their admonitions. H« piitMTeral of« them to death ^ 
amongst he rest, the Jews al&tni, was th«<«ged' propb<>t 
Isaiah, who was sawn asander, to make death more painful. 

Q. What judgment was brought on the king's people for 
these cftormilies ? ' 

^. IVf anasrseh was taken captive, bound in chains, and car* 
ried to Babylon, where he was cast into a dungeon. The 
people of Judca were Ihreatfened with utter destruction for 
the sins of Maoassoh's reign. 

Q. Wha^t king reigned at Babylon wh^n Maofiweh wm* 
Fed captive ? . 

, A. K. succession of weak prhiees had ra|Mdiy stieeeeded 
Qach other on the tlirone of Babylon. The last left no sort- 
to inherit the kingdom, and eight years »f awirchy eesued* 
Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, took advantage of this disorder* 
ed state of the nation, conquered Babylon and added it to 
his own enopire. [B. C. 680.] fisaihaddon, after he had set- 
^ed the government of Babylon, prepared a great army and 
marched into Syria and Palestine, to recover those provin- 
ces which had been taken from his father after the destruc- 
tion of his army in Judea. •At this time was fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah, ^made In the first year of Ahaz, agtiinst 
Samaria, that m three score and five years, Ephraim s^onld: 
be broken, and be no more a people. [B.CJ. ftTft.] Exactly 
vixty-five years from the first of Ahaz, Esarhaddon earried 
away the remainder of the Israelites, and to this day they 
have been scattered among different nations. He also de< 
feated Manasseh ; after the battle, finding hina hid u^ a thick- 
et of thorns, he bound him in chains and carried him to Ba* 
bylon. 

Qp Pid Manasseh en^ his life In captivity ? 

A. No; his mbfortunes preduced a thorough refematioBt 
in his eharaeter j he was restared again to hia kingdom^ 
The period of his imprisoiiment, and the means of liberatloa 
are not naentloaed by the if»pired historian. G«d, who setr^ 
teth up princes and depnires ttooa of power at Ym pleastire^ 
undoubtedly. heard the )»ayers of tfae^jpaniteitt king, and 
CBOTod the emperor of Bahyloii to restore him to hi» fef>ple. 
Q. Did Maaasseh continue to.f^va. proofs- of re£orniiati««k 
after bis restoration ? 
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;f/Hfl tdAlelba eyttbut-^fftmiHmky of redr«a«mg ^XL Hie 
grievaoees in liii klogidoin, by deamng tba Umpfe, demot- 
iskiDg heathen altars and idok, te^orin^ the ab«ieot worst^ 
and repairing the fortifications orf ^he city* 

Q. Who were Ekf anasseh's chief mimatera* 

^ Slt^^ VIW6 M^nitiBek^a:ehiisf «o«naisU(Mi b«f<Hre Jiia 
Qat(>tivUy., He W-dff dcrtbaii w «ecrelaryv t« ttesftfetnh^- but 
he did oott» probably diiew his ^.v4l diaiMKiHioatil^ after tfwl 
monarch VdieaUl. BiU^aftiUTihe waatais^ ^ ihm^owfftasaittkt 
of the nation*, during the minority af Maoasseh,.he proved a 
lery demon, and waa the mover of all the eooruiltiea rucord* 
ed in. this reieB^ as we learv' from the twenty-secot>d chaffer 
of Isaiarh^ He was Carried captive with Manasseh, and died 
at Babylon. Manasseh, on his restoration^ ap]>Qinted Elia- 
kin), a very good and whe Baan, for liis minister; he had, 
also, served under Hezekiali. EliakitU administered the go- 
ifi^Ttiibeht Vnb s^b wisdom, justice, and piety, he is styled 
the father of his people. (Isaiah, xxii.) In couseqaer.ce of 
thi^ hdqgpjr c&ftitge, Manasseh refined prospenniMy duflng 
the remeii^deT of faisiHfii, which was S,botlt thirty ye«r8» 
making iit bis whole reign fifty -five yearft. . 

^. Where li^as Manasseh buiried? 

•^'Tber begraning of bis reign had been so notorious^ 
wicked, notilrithstanding bis signal ri^pentance, the JTews 
Yrodid dot aUov^ bioi the hohour of being buried in the Se- 
pokhi^es of the &ingS| but laid, bim in a grave loade for blod i& 
his own^^ gai'deit^ 

(^ How iofig did Tirhfrkah reign m Kgypt ? 

A, He died ih the eleventh year of Manasseh, alter he bad 
reigned eighteen yeats. [B. C. 671.] He was tlife last of the 
Ethtopian kings who reigned in Kgypt After hk death, 
twelye df the prlneipal nobiiity sciaied oo the gcrvertsmeat, 
and ruled tine kingdom fifteen years. 

Q. Hoifr was tills government of nobles aieithfowft ? 

A, Att oraelif hftd debi^it'ed chat One of their numbef, who 
should offer a Itbatioa to Vukan in a btraaen bowl, sbouki 
gain the so vere%t»ty ^ Egypt. To ptev^tst Its fiilMmebt, 
Ibey bo«lld tfaoBoie^Vtet, by tbe mMt Soi^mn eotthsy tiol ta 
invade efteh others doixfinieds. They reigned together \n 
psf feet harmony ifteen years. T« leave a mOBument of 
their eoncord, they butit thf6 fkmem labyriBlbt which coq« 
sisted of twehre pakiees amterioiisly wilted, emb|»nB«ti:ail 
^ the twelve priocee united by tbe secret bonds of friebd^ 
ship awl poliey. One da v the twelte kings were assis^bg 
Al a sokma sacrifkse in toe temple of VdCMi $ the priests 
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^iviet^ |iro9eDied foUJi^n bp^vls for tb« IthaticMi^ otte was 
waDtiog. Ptaniin«tichus, one of the kinp;8, without any de- 
sign, supplied lb<; want of this bowl by bis brasaen heli][i«it 
This accident rec^Jkd to their memory the pitjdiclion of 
the oracle, a»d created a spirit of jealousy in the mindi of 
other. kings. They nnited against Pratnmetichus, and banish- 
«d him to the GOiiSnes of £gypt. He waited several years 
for a favourable opportunity of revenge for bis diaertice. At 
It^ogth some Grecian soldiers, from Caira aiod Ulna, vere 
caat.on the chores of Egypt by a stprm. Prammelicbus «ii» 
gaged them, bv large promises, to eapoase his cause. Ue 
privately raiaed other forces^ placed theae Greeks at their 
bead, defeated the eleven kings, aod remained sole posite»- 
wwr of figypt. [B. C. 670.] 

Q. What was the first of his reign ? 

i.4. As soon as he was settled in the kingdom, lie entered 
Into a war with the king of Assyria, respecting the bounda*- 
ries of the two kingdoms, which liisted many years« After 
the Assyrians had. conquered Syria. Palestine alooe separat- 
ted their respective territories. Each monarch exerted his 
power to become, master of this province. And it fell alter- 
nately into the hands of the kiogs of Assyria and Egypt:-* 
From the reign of Hezekiah, till th^ captivity of Ma'na^seh, 
it appears to have foeeil under the dominion of Egypt. But 
from the conquest of Judea by Esarhaddon, t^e k{t)g of As- 
syria became Vnaster of all the eooiytry,>to the very confines 
of EgT|^ That kingdom being elided under twelve prtn-> 
ees, wno were at variance among themselves, was in no ca- 
pacity to stop Esarhaddoo's progress. But when Pramm^ti- 
chusnad united the kingdom under himself, and composed 
the discord which had weakened the government, he concer- 
ned measures tor recovering the territories taken from Egypt 
by the Assyrians. In the.seventb y^^ar of Manasseh's cap^ 
tivity he marched witii an.army into Palestine ; but was stop- 
ped in his progress by the city of Aahdod, one of the frontier 
towns, wh^h formerly belonged to the Philistines. This 
town was so strongly fortifieil, it cost him a blockade of 
twenty-nine years before he became master of it. The city- 
was so entirely reduced before it surrendered, it was of little 
value to Praramitechus, and tl^erefore Jeremiah the prophet 
calls it the remnarU of Ashdod, ( Jer. chap, x^v, ▼. £0) intima- 
ting thereby the great change wbiqh had already taken place 
in that once renowned city. 

Q. Was ihe capture ot AJ^dod tUe coBclusion ;0f tlits 
liar? 

.4. ItwasJDOt; while part of the army lav be^H^ Afthdod^ 
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the other p^H caJried on the war, tvkh cofisidcrablt v1g©twr, 
afga»ri»t the olher parts of Paltistine. Manasseb, who was 
VKiw restored again to his thron«*., and hel4 it as a va^ssil of the 
kir>g of Babylon, fortified Jerusalem anew, and placed strong 
garrisons in all th* frontier towns to preserve them from the 
king Of Egypt. In order to flx Manasseh firmly in his inter- 
est, the king of Assyria se^^ms, at this time, to have given 
h\m command overSamarta as well as Judea, for it is certain 
his grandson, Josiah, reigned, not only over Judah, hut over 
«H the country whicJi vras formerly possessed by the ten 
tribes of Israel. And the most probable account that can 
he given of the manner of his obtaining this increase of ter- 
ritory is, that It was ^ven to Manasseh, on this oecasion, t» 
hold in homage of the kings of Assyria ; and tiiat alter hia 
death it was continued to his son, and grandson, on the saime 
^conditions. 

Q. Did Esarhaddon survive Manasseh ? " 

Ji, No; he difd in the thirty-first year of that monarchVs 
reign, aftera pi*osperous reign of thirty-nine years over Assy- 
ria, and thirteen over Babylon ; {B. C. 66S.] And was suc- 
eeeded by his son Soasduchlnus, who is supposed to be the 
same with Nabuchodonozor sp6ken of in the book of Juditli, 

* Q. What do we read of this monarch's reign ? 

*^. In the twielfth year of his reign, which was the forty* 
iliird of Manasseh, he fought a great battie in the fi^ina of 
Ilagau» wiih Dejo€ejs» king of Media^ who is supposed to be 
Arphax^ed spoken of in Judith. [B. C 656.] JJejoces was 
slain, and hjs whole army destroyed. The kiogof Assyria 
fottowed UP his victory, subdued the country^ made himself 
master of Kcbatanarand having broken down the walls, and 
destroyed its stately edifices, retired to Nineveh, where he 
Itave entertainmentfi to his officers who, with the whole ar- 
my, feasted an hundred and twenty days, 

Qp What was the next feat of the Assyrian monarch ? 

»^. When the days of revelry were ended, he called hia 
jafficers, nobles, and chief counsellors together, to inquire 
which of the tributary jirovinces had disobeyed the sum- 
inons given them to assist him in his war with the Medes; 
and iindjng that none of the western provinces had obeyed 
his commands, he sent his general, Holofernes, with a largo 
army to take vengeance on his r^bellious tributaries. Ho- 
lofernes, accordingly, marched into Syria, and having de- 
'•t#oyed many places, and struck terror into the other pro- 
Tinces, obliged them al) to yield implicit obedience to the 
)upg qf Assyria, and acknowledge him, not only as theti^ 
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lA&ter, but the ohtect of their worship. The Jews were tlie 
only nation which refused to obey his arbitrary decrees; 
trusting in God, they fortilSed their strong holdp, which en* 
raged Holofernes, and he was determined to destroy them 
entirely, but was himself slain by Judith, and his whole ar- 
ray dispersed, as related in the book of Judith. 

Q. What are the reasons for placing these transactions at 
this time ? 

•f^. Arphaxed^ in Judith, is said to be that king of Media, 
who was ihe founder of Ecbatana, which all other writers 
agree to have been Dejoces, and the beginning of the twelfth 
year of Saosduchinus, agrees exactly mth the last year of 
Dejoces, when this battle of Ragau is said to have been 
fought. There are several particulars in this history which 
make it inconsistent with any other time. It took place while 
Nineveh was the metropolis of the Assyrian empire ; while 
the Persians, Syrians, rhenicians, Cilicjans, and Egyptians 
were subject to them ; while the Median empire existecl, 
and not Jong after the building of Ecbatana. Some histori- 
ans place the history of Judith after the captivity ; but that 
date must be erroneous, for before that period Nmeveh was 
destroyed, and both ihe Assyrian and Median empires whol* 
ly. extinguished, and the Persians, instead of being subject 
to the Assyrians, were the rulers, not only of that nation, 
but all the east, from the Hellespont to the rirer ladus, 
Ijearned men are not agreed in t)pinio» whether the history , 
related in Judith is a true history, or an allegory written lo 
amuse and animate the Jews in a day of trouble. 

<{. What are the objections to the authenticity of the hi«r 
tory ? 

A. The first is, that Joakim or Eliakim (for they are both 
the same name) is said to have been high priest, and there 
are none of that name mentioned as high priest till after the 
captivity. 

Secondly, Acboir, the Ammonite, in his speech to Holo* 
femes, speaks of the temple as being lately cast to- the 
ground ; and in the fourth chapter, the people are said to 
iiave newly returned from the captivity. 

Thirdly, in the conclusion of the book, Judith is said to 
have lived an hundred and five years, and that none made, 
the people of Israel afraid during her life, nor a long time af^ 
ter her death. Supposing her to be forty-five when she 
went out to Holofernes, to make her one hundred and 4ve 
when she died, th(^ Jews must have enjoyed sixty years of 
-peace, which would extend the time to m& fourth year of 
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Zfld^luah, whienHie Je^n were gr^atiy bams^ed by Xh» 9^ 
byJooUns, aod soqa after entirely subdue^ 

Q. MowlHre these objections to be answered ? 

A, To tjie (Irat of tjic^se o|\ieclion8 It may be answered, 
that the scriptare ao ^bere proTesseth to dve an exact cata- 
logue of all such as had been high prjeets. In every cata- 
logue of tne sons of Aaron, the names of sereral have been 
inser^^d who were not high priests, and sererat hr^h pri^esls 
have been left out ; so that Joakim or Eliakim might have 
been high priest in the reign' of Manasseh, and yet not be 
tnentioned in the catalogue recorded in scripture. What it 
•aid of Efiakim, in Isaiah, tliat God would commtt the go- 
▼emment to His hands — thai he should be a father to the in- 
habrtants of Judah — that the key of the house of David 
ahould be laid on his shoulder to open and shut without con- 
troul, agrees very welt with that part which Joakim is said 
*to have acted, in the book of Judith. To the second objec- 
tion may be alleged, that the words in Achior'a speech con- 
cerning the temple's having been cast to the ground, are hot 
feund in the most correct copies of the original CHialdee ; 
and that part which speaks of the captivity of ^e Jews Und 
their late restoration, may be better applied to the As^rian 
Captivity under Manasseh, than the Babylonish under Zede- 
kiah. As to the third objection, Manasseh might be then 
engaged in a distant part of the kingdom, and Joakim en-' 
trUsted with ad the affairs of Jerusalem during his absence; 
AM if Joakim were the Eliakim ' mentioned In the twenty- 
jecond chapter of Isaiah, and as chief minister of state, in- 
vested with that amplitude pf power, as is there descril^ed, 
and Manasseh lately restored to the throne, not much loved 
or thought of, it would be natural for the historian to men- 
tion Eliakim, who had the real power, and not his inaster, 
who, 'in cpmparison^ was only a cypher^ The long peace 
said to have Uken place, is inconsistent with the tnie history 
of the Jews j but tius ought not to condemn the whole book, 
^ere is scarce any history written but what to the next age 
appears, jas'to .time, place, and other circumstances, with 
aUch seeming incoasistencies, as cannot be easily reconciled. 

The tipae allotted to the government of several of the 
judges is counted from the beglfnning of the oppression from 
Which the judge relieved them. ' Thus St is said the land had 
rest forty years u^der Othniel, which must include the whole 
f>eriod of the oppression which they suffered under the king 
of Af esopotnmia, and some suppose from the death of Jo- 
shni. . iunder Ehud*, the land had r^st eighty years, which 
tijiM be qoiioted from the forty' years mentioned heferel^ 
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Thus t^e long peace mentioned hi' JadiUt might include Che 
whdie period of time from Manaseeh's reign. 

Q. Was the kiogdem of Media e'btireljf destroyed by tbeir 
late defeat? 

A. No ; Phraort^^Sf' the soit of Bejoces, succeeded fait fa^ 
tfaer and r^fgni^d over Medik twenty-two years. 

^. HoW long did SaosdUehinu^ reign? 

•^. Hfe <f]ed in the fifty-first yeat of Manaaseh's reigOi 
[E. 0. 668 ;] and Chiniladanus succeeded him. 

^. What memorable transactions took, place in Europe 
dunng the reigns of Ahaz, Hesekiah, and Manasseb ? 

di. Codrus, the last king of Athens, devoted himself ta 
death for the good of his country. After his death, the 
Athenians were governed by inagistrates, called Archons^ 
They were at first choseri for life. l*his form of govern- 
ment had continued three hundred years ; but about this pe- 
riod the Athenians, Whose humour, ihsenSibly ted them to tf 
popular government, reduced die adiqittlstratioh of their 
magistrates to ten years. 

q. Who succeeded ftbkhuftii' r&iHS Kn^odli-of Kd^e f 

Jt. Ntftfta'l^ofiipfHii!i,al SaCbiftfe; 

% Wh^ ^ii tlife cfrai'aiife^ 6* ^i prkiie ? 

yJl, tie -was a very, wise and good king, ite*' formed t£» 
refigfoh and civilized the manners of the Romans, wh6, be^* 
fore his reign, were not much better than sava^s. He abo- 
lished all distinction, and obliterated all party jealousies be- 
tween the Romans and Sabines, by obliging men, of similar 
occupations, to reside together. During a reign of forty 
years, he made it his constant study to preserve peace and 
promote the happiness of bis subjects. 

Q. Where there any important cities founded during liis 
reign? 

A. Syracuse, in Sicily ; Grotona and Tarentum, idf Italy^ 
Are supposed to have been built' at tbi^ 6me. 

2. Who sti6eecrd(^d Niima f 
T^ulius Hbstilius, a &bbieJRomao, who was more warJik* 
itiaa Komulu?. 

^ WbatmemorabfewarsdidTuIhii^enipagein? 
A, One with the Albans, which was decided by thf^^ tWIibf 
btothel^oo'eaeh sMei The llonaMi' Were* ealted HoratM, 
and the Albans Curiatii. The Horktii wer^ ndoriouiri AIW>. 
was destroy edj-aod its eitiaens incorporated with the, wtoTSy 
wbkh coniiderii^bly enlalSiedaoa streQgt£e«e4 U» Rpmansr- 
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Q. Who first 'ratrodnced the practice of admitting t)«e vmur^ 
quished to the rank of citizens ? 

wi. Romuhis establbhed this wise policy to augment his 
subjects. ' It was followed, not only by his successors, but by 
the commoiiwealth. This, of course weakened the resist- 
ance of their opponents, who knew if they were vanquished 
they would be treated honourably. Rome, by extending 
her conquests, formed ber soldiery ; and, under Tullus, she 
began to learn that excellent discipline which rendered her^ 
afterwards, mistress of the world. 

Q; How long didTulius Hostilius reign ? 

A» He reigned twenty-three years, and was succeeded by 
Ancus Martins. 

Q. Who was king in Judea at this time ? 

jj. Ammon, a very wicked prince, [B. C. 641 ;] who 
followed the example of the early part of Manasseh'ti 
reign, and became so hateful to his people, that the servants 
of bis own family formed a conspiracy and -slew him, after he 
had reigned two years. 

Q. Were the people pleased with this act ? 

^. No ; they condemned the murderers to be executed 
for the crime, yet they shewed their abhorrence of Ammon's 
wickedness by refusing him the honour of being placed in 
the sepulchre of th^kiog^a. He was buried in his own gar- 
den^ 



CHAP. XVl. 
Tht history tf Josiah and the rmghhouring nations. 

Q. Who succeeded Ammon ? 

JL Josiah, his son. The beginning of Josiah's reigo is 
placed a year after Ammon's death, [£C. 640 ;] because the 
odd months of the three last reigns above the round number 
of years which are placed to their reigns, amounted by this 
time, to a futf year, which is reckoned Dere to complete the 
chronology. 

Q. What mem*orable transaction took place in the reign of 
I^hraortes, second king of Media ? 

^. In the sixth year of Josiah, [B.C. 635;] Phraortes 
having subdued all upper Asia, from mount Taunts to the 
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tiver Haifa ; and hating added Persia to bfs dominion^ 
thoughthimself in a condition to re? enge his father's death 
on the Assyrians. He inTaded the eoiintry with a formidi^- 
ble force, made himself master of the iniMor cities, a«>d laid 
siege to Nineveh, the capital of the empire. He was defeat** 
ed before the walls of that great city, and perbfaed with hi^ 
whole army. 

Q. Did Josiah follow the example of his father ? 

•^. The gross depravity which had infected the inhabitants 
of ludah, during the short reign of Ammon, [B.C. 6S3 ;] and 
the hifancy of Josiah, was so universal, that it required nothing 
less than a miracle to reform U. But Josiah had been prom- 
ised, above three hundred j^ears before his birth, to effect a 
complete reformation, and bis cdnduct verilied the predic- 
tion. In the eighth year of his reign, being then sixteiSn 
years of age, be took the administration of the kingdom inta 
hiB own hands, and immediately issued orders for the demo- 
lition of all idolatrous statues and altars, and the polution of 
every place which had been consecrated io heathen gods* 
To complete the work more fully, in the twelfth year of his 
reisn, he made a tour through all the cities of Judah and 
Epnraim, (the whole land of Canaan being then subject to 
his i^overnment,) and caused all the graven images, vess^s, 
<hanots, and other subjects of superstition to be burnt, and- 
those which could not be destroyed by fire, were thrown 
into the river Kidron. When be nad removed all the abp* < 
mmations from Judah, he proceeded to Bethel, and deatoy* / 
ed the golden calf which bad been erected by Jeroboam, to- 
gether with the groves, idols, and altars. The bodies of th^ 
idolatrous priests were also dug up and burnt on the altar. 
A particular regard was, however, paid to the ashes of the 
prophet who had denounced to Jerusalem that destruction 
«f idolatry which Josrah was now fulfilling. When he had 
finished the circuit through Judah and Israel, he returned to 
Jerusalem, and began to repair the temple and resto^^e ttie 
regular worship of God. 

Qs. Who succeeded Phraortes in t^ kingdom of-Media ? 

A. Cyaxares, the son of Phraortes. As soon as he was[* 
settled in the government, he. collected all the force of hi*- 
kingdom, and marched against the Assyrians, to be revenged 
for the death of his father. Having defeated them in b«ttle, 
he led his forces to the siege of Nineveh* 

Q. What prevented bira from continuing the siege ? 
A. A formidable body of Scythians, from about the Palua 
Meotis, made an inroad into Media% Cyaxares left Ninevek 
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»iid mt^dktd to defend lib own kingdogi* Th« Se)rtiliM». 
gained a complete Ticlory over hitn, di&posaessed faim of all- 
upper Aaia, end kept poMeeatra of it tweoty eijght yeiM^ 
daring which time they enlarged their conqnetls into Syria, 
and as for as the borders of Egypt. Psammetichus^ hy pay<- 
Sng them a terge si^na of money, prevaiM on them lo tiea?«^ 
Egypt unmolested. 

Q. Was Palesttoe infested by the raTages. of these burhf- 
rians? 

«^ In their expedition to Egypt they seized on BethsheM^. 
a city in tbe terntories of Manasseh, and kept possession of 
it as ioi^ as they continued in Asia. From this, circuni- 
staiice it was called Scythopolis, or the city of the Scythi- 
ans* But how far tbe ravages of these barbarians migM af- 
fect Judca; is not known ; probably me piety of Josiah pro- 
t^^^ted his kinjcdopri from their fur^, for when a nation or itr 
rulers nlease Ood> he maketh their enemies to be at peace 
with tuem* 

Q. What othes memorable transactions are i^eeorded ta 
the reign of loaiab ? ^ 

A^ in the thirteenth year of this reign, Jeremiah was cal- 
led to the prophetic office, which he executed above forty 
years. In tbe fifteenth year, Chynaladanus, king of Bahy- 
Ion and Assyria, having, by his indolence and ofTeminacy, 
become contem{Uibfe to his people, NaboposcAaser, who was 
general of bis aroa^t conspired against him, seised the throue 
of Babylon, and rejgned twenty-one years. 

^. Did not Jo^ii^h make siotne further refbrmfition in re« 
fi^oq ? ^ ♦ * 

wJ. lo th^ elgbl?ei>th year of his rcien, Jp$iah began to re- 
pair the hoi;se of the Lord* The hipn priest, a^ the king's 
compiandi made a thorough search oJrth^ tem|iJe to i^ee wHa^ 
v^jas p^cessarv to be done y while b^ was strictly examining 
ejrery place, he found the a^uflieotic ?opy of the law of Mo- 
ses. This ought to have heen laid up on the side of the ark, 
in the most holy place. This sacred work was taken from 
its )>roper place, it is supposed, in the time of Manasseh, ^d 
hid in an obscnx^ p^ of tlie temple lo s%ve it (ri(m Mog de- 
stroyed by bis saeriie^us hap^s. 
t^. What did the high priest do with iht book of the law ^ 
Jj. He sent it to Josiah, who commanded it to he res|d in 
his healing. The Jewish doctors affirm, that Shaphan the 
ferlbe, who lyaa t^he person appointed to read tp the king, 
^ened in .that parj of the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuter- 
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0| ftpmeli tuft agalkuil Uie king in paHieutarv who sbottld'disa- 
bey the Ihw wbicn he had commanded tliem. JosUk, od' 
henrifeigi these aSH£ul doauBciatiiMis* seat bifr clolbea, beiQg 
fiQed with crief aaa terror^ knowiBC bow iajs both be aiid his 
people, bad traoagresaed God'a bely. laif , and dreading Ui« 
curses denounced against them who had thus offended, 

Q. Whtat; at^p9 didt ^lah tal&s to ftveri the judgmciit» b^ 
fciafed? 

A He sent Hilkiah^ the high priest, with se v«ra)i oficera eC ' 
h|B^ l^ou^ehold^ toHuldhb tbe psopbetess^ and by her lo in* 
qH»r« of the X«opd bow they* n^ght aarevt bis. just dii^ieasoi!*. 

^ What answer was given to the king's message T 
S. The prophetess assured him, in the name of the Lord*. 
th«it aji these judgments denounced against ^udah and Jeru* 
ealem for idofotr^, and' other abominations, should assuredly 
take place ; but, m consequence of Josiah's reformation, th* 
execution of these ju<%ment3 should be delayed til) after hi# 
death. 

^ Did this answer (|uiet. tbe< mind, of Josiab P 
•^ It removed his immedia,te fearsy but did not lesstn bi« . 
anxiety to perform every duty^ requiried by the law. Hn> 
summoned a general assembly, at Jerusalem, and caused tb«. 
Uw of God tQ be read to, them; after the Deiidiog wm finish*. 
ed» hoth king and people entered into a. solemn covenant: to ^ 
keep the commandments of the I^ord, to ob^y.' bUstajtut^^ 
with all their heait, and to pecform all the Yiiards of the cpr 
venant wntten in the book of the law. The king and his 
people then celebrated the passover with greater strictnesi. 
and so)emnity than had ever been observed since the time of 
Samuel the prophet After this, Josiah made another search 
through the land to purge it of the remaining corruption. 
He banished all those who pretended to have intercourse 
with familiar spirits and Wizards, from the land, and destroyed 
every remaining vestige of" idolatry. ' ' 

Q. Had not tha king and priests heard the la^iff ofQod ti|l 
^ey found the hook in the temple ? 

•4. It ^eems, by their behaviour, they neither of them had< 
a fqft knowlftdge.of it till they found that copy in the tem- 
pljB. ' ThougK H ezekiah kept scribes 09 purpose to collect 
copies ^C the holy scriptures, yet, through the iniquity which 
abonq.ded during the reigna of . Manasseh an|d Ammon, they^ 
ha.d been either destroyed, or so. mutilated, that few»ifany, 
K^re fully, acquainted with thc^es^tenl; and strictn$w of the, 
divine hw*^ 
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Q. Win 3^11 inform' me of the state of Greete sidce tl^e 
reif^QofManasaeh? 

Jl, The AtheDlaris chose tbeir ArcbOns annually ; [B. C. 
687.] Theyalao increased tbe ncimber to nine. The chief 
of the nine was called the Archon, and gave his tiame to thd 
current year. 

Q. How did Roftte^oui4sfa tinder Ancns MartiUs ? 

A. He proved a wise and warlike prince ; he subdued the 
Latins who invaded his dominions, and beautified the city 
with manr useful edifices. He a?so built a seaport, caHea 
Oslia, at the mouth of the harbour, and a prison iirhich was 
not rauch wanted till his reign. Ancus died after a prospe- 
rous reign of twenty-four years. AI)Out this time Josiah was 
making bis great reformation in Jerusalem. 

Q. What other memorable events took place !n Josiah^s 
reign ? 

♦/}. In tbe twenty-ninth year of Josiah's reign, [B. C. 6l£,] 
Naboposslaser, king of Babylon, and Cyaxares, king of Media, 
formed an alliance with each other. Nebuchadenezzar, the 
son of Nabopssolaser,;married the grand daughter of Cyaxares^ 
These two kings, with united forces, attacked the Assyrians, 
tot>k Nineveh, slew tbe king, and utterly destroyed that 
great city. By this destruction of Nineveh, the prophecies 
of Jonah, Nahum, and Zepheniah, "were ful/itled. And we 
are told in tbe hook of Tobit, that his son Tobias lived to 
hear of the fall of this wicked city. 

Q. Has not Nineveh been rebuilt ? 

A, There was another city erected out of the ruins of old 
Nineveh which, for a long time, bore the same name, biit it 
never attained to the grandeur of old Niaeveh. Babylon 
being made, by Naboposslaser, the capital of the whole em- 
pire, drew all tbe wealth of the country to tliat place. The 
new city of Nineveh is now called Mosul^ and is situated on 
the west side of the river Tigris, where were anciently only 
the suburbs of Nineveh. 

Q. How were the Scythians driven out of Asia ? 

A. The Medes finding them too powerful to be reduced 
by arms, had recourse to tieachery. They pretended great 
friendship for them ; a pretend*, d Hlliance was formed be- 
tween the two nations ; tlie Medes invited the Scythians to 
a feast made in each family. The guests were made drunk 
by the masters of the feast, and in that condition massacred. 
The Medes then repossessed themselves of the provinces 
they had lost, and once more extended their dominion to the 
banks of the Halys. The remaining Scythians, who were 
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not at the banqdet, fled into Lydia, where they were re- 
ceived with great humanity by Halyattes, kiogof the coun- 

Q. Did not this occasion a war between the two nationa f 
«d* Cyaxares immediately led hia forces to the frontiers of 
Lydia. Many battles were fought dming the apace of five 
years. An eclipse of the sun happened during the last en- 
gagement, which so terrified the combatants, who consider- 
ed it as a sign of the anger of the gods, that they imraedi* 
ateiy retreated, and soon after made peace. This eclipse 
was foretold by Thaies the Milisian ; it happened on the 10th 
of September, B. C. 601. Artiapes, the eldest son of Cyax- 
ares, married the daughter of Halyattes. 

Q. How long did Psammetichus reign in Egypt ? 
•^. He died in the 2ith year of Josiah, after a reigo of fif- 
ty -four years, and was succeeded by bis son Necus, called 
Pharaoh Necho, in scripture. 

Q. What great acts ate ascribed to this monarch ? 
j9. He made an attempt to cut a canal between the Nile 
and the Red Sea. After destroying a hundred and twenty 
thousand men in the work, he was obliged to abandon the 
undertaking. It waS under the direction of this monarch 
that the voyage was made round the cape of Good Hope to 
the East Indies. This v#yage was performed by Phenician 
sailors, in the service of Necho, and must be considered a 
Yery extraordinary expedition, considering they were unac- 
quainted with the use of the magnet. This voyage was made 
51,100 years before that of Vasquez de Gama. 

Q. What other important events took place in this reign ? 
JL After the Babylonians and Medes had destroyed Nine- 
veh, they became so formidable as to excite the jealousy of ' 
the neighbouring nations. Necho, in the thirty-first year of 
Josiah, marched with a large army to invade their territo- 
ries. Necho marched his forces towards the borders of Ju- 
dea. Josiah resolved to impede his march ; collecting alt 
the strength of his kingdom, he posted himself in the valley 
of Megiddoi to stop his passage. Necho sent ambassadors 
to Josiah, assuring him that he had no design to invade J tir . 
dea, and advised him not to engage in a war which inij^ht 
greatfy injure his kingdom. But Josiah, either not believing 
his assertions, or thinking hiinself bound to take arms in fa- 
vour of the king of Babylon, refused to retire. A battle en-* 
sued, Josiah was defeated in th« engagement and mortally 
wounded. His servants remaved him fr«m the field of bat- 
tie, und attempted to carry him to Jerusalem; he expired 
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before he reached the city, h&ving reigned thirty-onb yeatd 
[6. C. 610.] 

Q. Was he as much Umented as so virtuous a prioce d^- 
tferved? 

A. Though the people refused to follow his example,* they 
were fully sensible or the loss of so worthy a prince, ana 
l^id him every mark of honour at his death. Jeremiah the 
prophet, composed a lamentation oo the occasion, which waa 
sung by the youth of both sexes, in chorus With th^T prophet. 
This elegy has not been preserved. 

Q. Has not Jomah been blamed X^ engaging in- battle wi^ 
Necbo ? 

A, Some writers have pretfutncd^ to censor^ his cohdact, 
but Without foundation, reecho made use of the name of 
God in his message to Josiah. Dot it is not probable that he 
had received any commission from Heaven. Sennacherib 
made use of the same expressions to Hezekiabj but Chat good 
king did not regard them. If Josiah was at all blameable,* it 
was in not consulting the Lord before he undertook to de- 
fend his kingdom. As the scripture is Sll^nl oh that head, 
w'e do not know that he failed in that poiAt oT duly., HTi 
d'eafh seems a rebuke to the' Jewsf, ^h6 \fdi*e uhdetkervfrig of 
so wise and good ai prince, rather than a piinlMiitfi&nt (6 ^6^ 
tiah ; for t^rh'af pVinc^ would be acciiited of bfigdging iti tfrf 
unjust wa^ Wtth ad eh^my, v<rho had mMr6hed a fdriiild^bfe; 
army into the heart of his kingdom without perbiisdibrt, arid 
with an avowed intentioi^ to attack Ms all^, iVlios6 i^if\X^{ikA 
h6 lilost |[>robabiy iva's bound, by eoi^ti'act, to defend'. 

Q. Who succeeded Josiah ? 

A, Jehoahaz, the son of josiah, was crowned by the peo? 

ee of Judah, but his reign was of shorf .c6ntinaaqce. I^ech'o 
lying gairierf a victory over the ittedes arid .^abVlbniaViSj 
returned to Judea, took Jerusaleni, dethroned; Jehoana^ ana- 
plaeed his brother jehoi^kim on the throne, ^jfe laid aa 
annual tribute on the land of 52,S00 pounds sterling.. 

% What became of Jehoahaz? ^ 

A. Necbof carried him to E^ypt, i^heV^ he di^d in ctotiV^ 

4^, This prince did riot possess the' piety of hiv father J^o' 

siah. 

^. Let us now return^ to the Romans who succeeded Aq* 
^us Martius.' 

wf. Tarquin', the eider, who was* the son 6f a ncK mei^hknt 
of Cormtb 5 be was born a^ Tarquinii, in Tosctfriy, dnd setv* 
tfcd' io Roine, expeetiii| W ris€rt<y a* fwk of honmnf iA » pXf 
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wfiere merit, qot bigh birifa, prpciur^d rf9^ect. He changed 
|iii Dfitpke of Sucuitto, mtQ ^bat of Tarquialus^ borrowed from 
the piifce of his nativity. 

iQ. By what means did he obtain tbe croipii ! 

Ji. Subfttanlial merit, .supported by weaJth and skilful poli- 
cy, with the favour of Ancus, procured a place in the senate. 
Aneus, when dying, appototea him guardian to his two sons, 
the ^Ide^ of whom was not fifteen. Though the crpwn was 
^not heregitary, yet respect for the last king migh.t have de- 
termined the suftrages of the people in favour of his family ; 
but iTarquio, without regarding the interests of the youtb 
eonfided to his care, openly solicited for the sovereignty^ 
By his eloquence and a judicious distribution of bis wealtQi 
ke prevailed on the people to choose him king. 

Q. How did he govern ? 

wl. Though he gained the kingdom by intrigue, he govern- 
. od it with el^uity . To increase his influence in the senate, 
he created a hundred new senators from plebeian families. 
He gained the fai^our of the populace by buildii^ a circus for 
pubuc gameS) after the model of the Greeks : Ee gained re- 
peated victpries; over the neighbouring kingdoms : he impro- 
ved his victories by incorporatins the vanquished among the 
citizens of Rome, as had been tne practice of his predeces- 
a€>rs. He instituted the pompous ceremony of a trhmniph, 
which became so powerful an incentive to emulation. The 
woriis of Tarquin were prodigies in a barbarous age. 

Q,. What were the chief of those works? 

•^. The most useful w^s an aqueduct for supplying thf 
^ity wit^ vfa^er, and comn;ioi) Sjeifvers, whica were so targe 
that a waggon loaded with hay couli pass under the vault. 
As the territory of Rome djd not extendi at this time, above 
sixteen miles in any direction, these sewers, if built by Tar- 
quin, must have been for the accommodation of cattle and 
recesses of bandittis. Some have supposed, from the mag- 
nitude of the work, that these sewers were the remains of 
some ancient city, on the ruins of which Rome was bmlt. 
TThey ^ere so large that the repairing and keeping them in 
brdei' was coiisidered, even in the days of Augustus, as a diffi'^ 
cult work. Agrippa is said to have turned the course of seven 
rivers into these subterraneous passages, to have made tbem 
navigable, arid actually to have passed in barges under thsi 
strecits of Rome. Tarquin also erected temples, balls fat 
the administration of justice, and schools lor the education 
of youth. He levelled the top of the ^arpeiao ro^ efi 
which the eapitol was afterward erected. 
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Q. What change did Taf qum make in religion^ 

A, He introduced the Grecian superstition of foretelling 
future events by the flight of birds. The augurs were held 
rn great reputation through suceeedrag generations.' For- 
eign deities were admitted, and the /imple religion o/Numa 
almost entirely changed. 

Q. How long did this monarch reign? 

jj. He was slain by the sons of Aocns Martins, who were 
incensed on seeing him pave the way for his son-in-law 
Servius TuUius,to the succession. Tarquin reigned twenty- 
eight years. ' * 



CHAP. XVH. 

Laws ef Solon ; ttsurpation of Pisislralus ; (he seven m$t 
men of Greece ; the beginning of the Bafoflonish captivO^, 

Q. What memorable events can you relate of the Athe- 
niaua ? 

' ^, Athens, for a long period, bad no written laws; magis- 
trates depended upon their own ideas of what was just or 
unjust. Their decisions were often capricious, for when 
rulers are wanting, every thing is arbitrary, and the conse- 
quent disorders shewed the necessity of having fixed laws. 
Draco, a virtuous archon, about 624 years B. C was chosen 
to write a code of laws for the repiibric, butlie run into an 
excess of severity. . 

Q. What were the laws of Draco f 

J9. All crimes, without distinction, he punisJied capitally. 
He alleged, in vindication of his severity, that the slightest 
j>uni8hment deserved death, and be could find 09 other pun- 
ishment for the greatest offender; a most absurd maxim» 
whichf under a pretence of banishing vice, must annihilate 
««ciety. Even an inanimate thing, such as a statue, if it bad 
been the cause of a man's death, was prosecuted and carried, 
out of the state with execrations. This was done tii inspire 
men with a detestation of murder, but it seemed rather to 
disgrace than to estaMish legiishtion. The laws of Draco be- 
in^ impracticable, cleslroyed themselves. This bloody yoke 
being once broken, the Athenians became more licentious 
than before, and all good men . looked v^'ilh horror on the 
4angeroHs state of the nafion*^ 
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% Whom did they look to as a saviour lii this criiica! 
juncture? 

A* They chose Solon, a man eminent for ^Tisdom and 
moderation, as their legislator. He was of high birth and had 
made great progress in the study ^f phitosophy^ which at 
that time was of the kind which improved men in' politics. 
He was an amiable man and « good citizen, for he refused 
royalty which was offered him, thhiking the Athenians would 
be more happy under a Wett regulated republic, than a mon- 
arcby. He was unwilling to take upoe £lni«eif the respon- 
sUkledfllce of legislator : but beiog ex«e«dii9gly urged by 
all parti»s,'he at labt eooseuted. 

%i What different parties divided there'public ? 
. tA, The mountaineers, who were poor, wished for a de- 
mocracy ; the rich inhabitants of the plain preferred aris- 
tocracy : tliose on the sea coast insisted on a mixed govern-* 
ment, compounded of these two forms blended togelbw. A 
iburtfa party which consisted of persons in extreme poverty, 
were determined to choose themselves a chief, who should 
deliver them from the inhum»n severity of their creditors^ \ 
and make an entire change in the form of government, by % '' 
new division of lands. Solon had the glory of gaining the 
confidence! of all parties. He was chosen Archon, and was 
constituted supreme arbiter and legislator hy the unanimaus 
consenti)f the nation. 

^. Vf\\\ you relate some of the most important laws ot 
Solon ? ' 

A lie first repealed all the laws of Draco, except thitt a- 
gainst murder. [B. C. 610.] He then proceeded to the 
regulation of offices t he divided the people into classes ac- 
cording to their Wealth. From the three highest classes, the 
magistrates and all the officers of government were chosen. 
The cliOfs of poor citizens had a right to vote in tile assem- 
blies of the people. To this assenjbly of the people all 
causes might be appealed^ which ga*e theca aa undue influ- 
ence in public affaii-M. AH important questions reilaling ta 
peace and ivar, were determined in the a^ssemtbiy of the peo- 
ple, 

% What entitled a man td he a citizen of Athens ? 

^. lie must be of Athenian extraction, both in the mafe 
and female hne. No foreigner, let his merit be ever so great. ' 
could be admitted to the rank of citizen, unless he forever ' 
abandoned his native country, and was chosfn by ballot, in a 
full aasembiy ©f the people. These regulations excluded . 
aearly eoe half of the freemen from voting in tlie assembliea 
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•f tbe people, tnd as the ilaves which were ftwr timet the 
number uf the free inhabitants of Attica, never voted on any 
occasion, their assemblies were not so numerotts and tumut- 
tuary as roig;ht have been expected. Yet their numbers, im- ' 
petooshy and ignorance, must have proved inconsistent wHh 
Kood government, if Solon had not secured public tran(|uility| 
by two tribunals of great dignity and extensive power. 

Q. What were th« courts which served as a check upmi 
the peopks^ 

A. One was the Senate, composed of fonr hundred noen, 
« hundred tt^xn encb tribe. All causes were first examiiied 
bv fhisGotticll, b«iare they were proposed to the people.— 
This council was too numerous to d^tttierate with prudence, 
and had not a-sufficient ascendeocv over the multitude. The 
eoflnmon assemblies were held almost every week, where 
every citiieo of fifty years of age bad the privilege of speak- 
in|(, so that the talents of a corrupt ana seditious orator, 
niffht easily overpower the prudence of the Senators, who 
had only a right to propose the business of the meeting. I 
am surprised, said Anacharsb the Scythian to Solon, to see 
thai with you, the wise men have only the pnvilege of con- 
Mtkig, while fools hitve the power of determining. 

% What other court had a check on the people ? 

A. The Areopagus, which had been almost annihilated 
by Draco, was re-established with all its ancient difcnity. To 
this court was committed the inspection «f alt public affairs ; 
the execution of the Jaws, and thjs education of youth. Be- 
fore Solon's time any citizen of rank mieht be admitted as 
a member ; but he allowed none who haa not been a senior 
Arehon to preside in this august assembly.. This assembly, 
though highly respected, wjits not a sufficient barrier against 
popular commotion. 

Q. Who were tiie cliiel magistrales of Athens ? 

jI. The Archons were not removed ;4heir number was in- 
creased to nine. The first in rank gave bis name to the 
year, and presided In the civil courts of justice. The Ar- 
chons next Sn dignitvhad the superintendence of things re- 
lating to religion. The third presided over all military met- 
iers. The other six.examlned into criminal causes, and had 
fte direction of the courts where the^ were determined. — 
These nine Archons were at the expiration of their annual 
4>fllce accountable to the people, and their conduf^t under- 
went a severe scrutiny. 

Q. Did Solon accomplish any ^a.for the relief of tbe 
|H>or ? , 
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A, He was $«nsible that the sou! of popular Estates k 
tequiiiHy 4 but for fear of disgusting the rich, he did not at- 
ttiiiipt to distribute the lands e<iualTy amone the people, at 
Lycurgus had done at Sparta. He ventured to make a lavr 
which emancipated those unhappy citiaens who bad be«a 
obliged to sell themselves to their creditors a» slaYes. He 
also ii):ide a law which dtscharf^d all debtors frun ebllgatioa 
to their creditors. 

^. Was not that law productive of mUeh evil? 

A. ft was. When Solon first proposed the ^aw, he * wa« 
sensil>le that it Was contrary to justice, ami would meet wtth 
tnuch opposition ; hut willlni; to dor iomethnig t^irensedy Ite 
fevils of the poor, he h^trodticei! it whil A pMftfbte, set^i^ 
forth the necessity of the edict. The' tew m'lj^t have been 
received with little cthninotion, but fiiHiie' of' SoHh/s eoun* 
•ellors, who had been previdus^fr Infbmied by hitn of ij^ m* 
teotion, had the baseness to tH>hr<ow large suais of motii^y t6 
purchase land, which thev knew they would ndt iiave H» re- 
pay by the-new edict. This flagrant dishonesty casta shade 
of ignomhiy on .the character of Solon, vvho was eatirelf 
innocent; and it was a considerable time before he regained 
bis popularity, though he sacrificed a. great part of his own 
fortune to indemnify the injured. 

^ What were the particular laws of Solon ? 

A* They wero ikr superior to his general (orm of govern- 
ment. To inspire a mutual interest in each other^ weliare, 
be ordained that any citiseq might prosecute a per|i^. ^ha 
did injury to another. Where t?ie public peace Wa^ bro|cen, 
every citieen was obK|;ed to join one party or the other, oo 
pain of perpetual banishment. Solon expeeted1l>yt)iic^ edict > 
to oblige the wise and prudent to take an active part in ^tr 
tling the disputes of the state. He gavd lib^fty foir people 
to dispose of their propertr bv will. Any ixian«onvi^e4 of 
leading an idle life, after the tnird tiidicusation,^ Wis Te^koiiedl 
infamous. Everr person was oMiged to igitW an tfVeount to 
the Areopafftts of his me«f» of subsistence, fir ii son Ibbl- 
isbly wasted his father^s property or refused ti> suppoft'bio 
parents, he Was filEeWise deGlarMtiiiftneaouSt buttf t^ey hiui 
not hred him tosome'bunlMn, bo was neithier ob%Bd 1^ 
maintain them, nor sobjeet to the pooailies of lli^^^iii^; Wff>* 
men bntught «o Ibrttme to their husbuidsi ejceepftii^ woro 
the onlv children of their parents ; otherwise thev w»reno| 
allpw^d to carry but tbreesuil^f apimrelt and a few articles 
of household furniture of sinall value* A eitizen» who fre* 
quented the company of dissolute women, was excluded 
froio speaking in the public assembUes of the people \ bo<» 
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e, by his niAnners be had rendered himself tmwortiiy of 
confidence. An Archon cailty ef drunkenness was punished 
with death. Children whose parents Were kitted in the ser- 
vice of their country, were maintained at the public expense 
till they were t»venty-ooe years of a^e. Any person who 
accased another, and had not a fifth part of the votes in his 
fairor, was ohnged to pay a hpavy fine. The Areopagus had 
the power of re?fsing the sentences of the people : if they 
supposed a person h^id been unjustly acquitted, they had the 
power of bringing him to a second trial before the people, onr 
if he was unjustly condemned, they deferred the sentence 
tiU the cause was re-examined. A very extraordinary law 
existed called ostracism, by which the moat ilhistrious men of 
the republic^ upiMi mere suspicion, were banished for ten 
jrears. This was not intended as a dingraeeful punishment* 
jput by way of precaution, least any one should becooie so 
popular as to endanger the state ; six thousand totes were 
required to banish a person, when the number of citizen&did 
' not exceed twenty thousand. 

if. Was the ostracism instituted by Solon ? 

•^. Both the date and author of this political instituf ion are 
unknown. In some cases it might be usefiti, but was gene- 
Tally productive of evil, by giving cabal and envy an op- 
portunity 6f triumphing over virtue. 

Q. Were there do other laws of Solon's worth reraem* 
bering ? 

A, He lessened the value of the rewards bestowed on th9 
victors at the public games, considering the money usually 
given to prizefighters better employed in supporting the 
wido#s and orphans of those brave men who had perished 
in defending their country. He prohibited speaking ill V>f 
the dead. No one was allowed to give a provocaticHi or use 
ill language in any public .assembly, or in tne temples, courtt^ 
or even the theatre. - 

Q. Were the Athenians satisfied with his laws ? 

•/?. Bti/ure the death of Solon, that fickle people discovev^ 
ed their oatiooal character, by propping to him every day 
•ome alteration. He was so disgusted with their impoKunity, 
that he quitted his native country for ten years, having first 
exacted an oath from the people that they would obey his 
Jaws during that time^ 

Q. Were the lawb of. Solon considered eqnal to those (^ 
f^ycurgns ? 

Jl, They do tint bear so high a reputation. Solon was 
isekssibie thht bis laws might hav^ been much better, if be 
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could hare formed them without consulting the prejudices ' 
^ Uw i^leroiil fiarties whick eiHDfKMerf thft Atbettmn f«puh«' 
Ue. He obeenred they w«re the best tha iktheniaiM were 
c«|^ble of reoeirin|r. befecti^e as thejr. were^ they wnnfd 
have rendered the nation much happier, hud. thuy been fhtlyt 
observed. For instance, that exceileot law wbieh secluded 
a man from speaking in the assemblies of the peoplev if h« 
associated with dissolute women, would, had it been obser- 
ved, have prevented the ascendency tvhich It is. well known 
courteziins had at Athenfi. Women, far from enjoying that 
rank in society which Solon's laws would hiive ^iven them, 
were in a very degraded state. Their minds being left un- 
cultivated, they lost that influence in society, which sensible 
and virtuous women ihoald possess. Courtezans, who were 
better educated, had power at once dangerous to domestic 
peace and purity of manners. Hence the Athenians, who 
^ were the most enlightened, became also one of the most tfi*- 
solute people in Greece. 

Q. What passed in Athens while Solop was absent ? 

Jl, Several parties attempted to place their leaders at the 
head of affaira, but the one formed by Pisistratus finally pre- 
Tailed. 

Q. Who was Pislstnatus ? • 

S. He was a relation of Solon's. Rich, generotis, popih ' 
lar, be gained the hearts of the citizens by nis splendid tal* ' 
ents and deceitful caresses. Solon on his return from his> > 
travels, immediately penetrated his purposes, and said to 
him, were it not for your ambition you would be one of the 
best of the Athenians. It is not tmcommon to se«> virtoes 
changed into vices by this passion. Pisistratus forfeited Ida 
honour that he might rise to power. 

Q. What particular meanness was he led to commit ? 

A* He wounded himself with his own hatid, and running 
into the streets covered with blood, implored the protection 
of the people ; his enemies, he pretended, had made an. at*' 
tempt upon his Iffe. One of his accomplices Immediately 
-proposed that a guard should be appointed to protect the f 
person of so vakiable a citizen. . The proposal was acceded 
to. Pisistratus soon after augmented the number to a force i 
sufficient to possess himsetf of the citadel and establish ins 
aiAority; 

Q: Was no one found bold enough to oppose his designs ? 
A* Solon opposed them from the first. He endeavoured ' 
in vain to rouse the people to a love of liberty ; and whea ' 
the usurper one day sent to know what had inspired him 
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•Me to eodoM IIm raelanclioiy proMptct of wfast he 
eeasidered the ffinoof UBcowit^, lie bid en eteroel eiHe« 
to Atbeos, and died at a rwy advaai^ age. 

O. What eharactor has the generafity of MiftonaM givetf 
of Solon ? 

A, All have been loud in Ms praises. The noble desire of 
teekiDg instruction attended bim through life. / groto old^ 
said he, homing many things. Some verses of gallantry 
which be composed in his ^outh,arethe only things alleged 
against him. ^ His many virtues and constant labour for the 
public goody justly rank hiai among tli^ seven «vise men of 
Greece. 

^ Q« Who were the others that obtained that honerable dis- 
tmction ? 

jf. Thales, the Milenao, was considered the first : he fold 
the foundation of philoaophy in Greece. He was the fir^t ot 
the Greeks who studied astronomy. He understood the sei- 
ence sufficiently to calcufote eclipses. He fixed the duration 
of the solar year among The Grecians. He discovered an 
eaiv and certain method of calculating the height of a pyra* 
mid by its shadow. To shew that phtlosophv was oseful in 
the common traosaetions of life, he ourcbased the fruk of all 
the oli^e-trees in the territory of Milelot before they were" 
Id blossom. . The profound knowledge he had of nature, en- 
abled him probably to foresee that the year would be ex- 
tremely fettile. It proved so in efilBCt, and he made a con- 
siderable profit by his ^>eeiilatkHi« 
Q. Who was the second ? 

Ji, Solon, and Chile of X^acedemon, the third. He wae 

asked by Esop, how Jupiter employed himself. Chile repli* 

ed, in humbhng those that exalt themselves, and exalting 

those that abase themselves. Yet he was destitute of trae 

humility himself. He died of joy at Pisa, upon seeinghis 

fM>n win the prize in boxing at the Olympic games. He ^id 

when dyings he was not coiisci:»tis of having comnutted any 

fault during the whole course of his life, unless It was once 

hating used dissimulation, in giving judgment in favor of a 

friend, in which action be did not know whether he had done 

jrell or ill. PIttacus of Mitylene was the fourth. He, with 

Alee us, the famous lyric poet, united with a party of exiles 

and drove the tyrants, who had uf^urped the government, out 

of the island of Lesbos. The inhabitants of Mitylene being 

at War with Athens, gave Pittacus the command of the army. 

To spare the blood of the citizens, he challenged Phrynon» 

the Athenian general, to end the war by a single combat.-— 
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Tbm diaUenge Wk% accepted. Pittacm Wis victorious and 
killed his adversary. The Mityienes, with imaoimoua coin 
sent, eoDferred the soTereigotr of the city upoo him. He 
accepted the office, and conducted with so much^ wfsdom 
and moderation, that he was always respected and beloved 
by his subiects. Alceus, who was a warm republican, did. 
not spare Pittacus In his writings. The poet fell afterwards 
into the hands of Pittacus, who treated him with the utmost 
Idndness, and restored him to liberty. After having reigned 
ten years with equity, he resigned his authority. One pf hia 
maxinis was, that the subjects should be more afraid for their' 
prince, than of him ; another, that no man should speak evil 
even of an enemy. Bias was another of the wise men.— 
He was a native of Priene. This city was besieeed by the' 
king of Lydia, and being hard pressed by famine. Bias caua- ' 
ed two^ mules to be fattened* and contrived to have them 
pass as If by accident through the enemy's camp. The good 
condition they were in astonished the king. He sentam'^ 
bassadors into the city, on pretence of offeriisg terms of 
peace, but really to observe the condition of the town. Bias 
suspected their intention, and ordered the granaries in the 
market to be filled with sand, and then covered over with, 
corn. . The ambassadors returned and made report, of tile 
great plenty of provision they had seen in the city. The 
king despairing of saccess concluded a treaty, and raised the 
siege. One of the maxims Bias taught was, to do all the 
good we can, and ascribe all the glory to the gods. Oleobu^ 
lus was a native of Lindos, in the island of Rhodes. We 
know little of him. Periander was king of Corinth. He 
made his court respectable by the patronage he gave to wis- 
liomand learning. He invited all the wise men to meet in 
his capital, where they conversed on political and scientific 
subjects. Anacharsis the Scythian is sometimes reckoned 
among the wise men. Esop^ the famous author of the fehles, 
ao well known, was also considered one of the number. Ha 
taught true wisdom in his writing8,and though he was a slave 
an^ greatly deformed, was very much respected. The Athe- 
nians erected anoble statue to this learned and ingenious slave^ 

Q, At what period were the laws of Solon established ? 

j9. 610 years before the chriatiao era. 

Q. Whatipassed in Judea during the reign of Jchoiakim f 

A^ This king, who ascen#'d the throne 609 years before 
Christ, followed the example of his brother, in all evil. He 
relaxed the discipline his father had established. The peo- 
ple, ever prone to change with iheir rulers, and Whose natu- 
ral inclinations led theni to Idolatry, soon lost all appearance 
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of Virtue. The prophetilereniiah Was sent to warn tfaent of 
the sad coDdequence» of i|in^ He first addressed the- kmg, 
ahdinformed him of the calaiDity which WQuld overtake 
him and his family, unless he repented and reformed his life. 
After that he yrent into the temple, and addressed the people 
who came thereto worship, aeclaring that Crod would as- 
suredly destroy the temple and city, unless they turned from 
th^lr evil courses, and, by true repentance^ deprecated the 
\Vrath of the Almighty. 

O. Did the people listen to the prophet's warning ? 

A. No : the priests who officiated at the temple, seized 
Jeremiah and brought him before the kind's council, inten- 
ding to have him executed as a traitor. Ahikam, one of the 
chief lords of the council, exerted himself in Jeremiah's fa- 
vour, and procured his discharge by the gederal suftVaee not 
only of the princes who were then present, but the eiws of 
ihe people. 

. Q^ How came Ahikam to have so much power over the 
council ? 

w^. His rank and family interest were very extensive. He 
was the son of Shaphan,the chief minister of state under Jo- 
siah. His three brothers, Gemariah, Elasah and Jaazaniah^ 
were members of the council, and very eminent in the state« 
Gedaliah, who was afterwards made governor of the coiia- 
try, was the son of Ahikam. 

Q, What treatment did Uriali, another prophet of the 
L6rd, meet with ? 

.^. He was sentenced to be put to death, for deliveriog a 
sirfiilar prophecy to that of Jere miah. U riah fled into Egypt, 
but that dia not secure him from the revenge of Jehoiakim» 
who sent after him, and having found means to seize the 
prophet, had him brought back to Jerusalem a( d executed, 

^. What other prophets were cotemporary w ith Jere- 
iriiah.J* 

•/^. Habakkuk and Zephaniab. 

Q. What events were preparing the way for the fulfiiment 
of the prophecie!^ delivered by Jeremiah and hisxrotempo^^ 
raries against Judah ? 

A. Nabopoiassar, king of Babylon, finding himself unable 
from his innrmities to cope with Necho, associnted his soa 
Nebuchadnezzer with him in the government, and seat him 
with an army to conquer Palestine. 

Q. In what year did this take place ? 

•^. Towards the end of the ^ird year of Jehoiakim.^-*- 
[B.C. 607.] The Jews date the beginning of N^ebuehadnezzar** 
reign from this period. The Babylonians date from the 
death of his father, two years lat^r. Both these computa- 
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tions are mentioned tri ^tCifinre^ which if not attended td, 
gives rise to confusion of dates. 

Q. What success had Nebuthadnezzar in his first expedV- 
tion ? 

A, TB. C. 606.] He first matched ta attack Necho, whnn^ 
he defeated near the Euphrates. He then led his victorious 
array into Judea. On his approach the Rechahitesi, who. ac- 
cording to the institution of Jonadab the son of Rochab,- 
their father, had always alistained from wihe, and hitherto 
lived only intents, came to sojourn in Jerusalem, Bnding no 
8€?cilrity in the open country. The prophet Jerem'rah took 
occasion at the command of God, to jjive a lessonof repro^C 
to the Jews from the fidelity and simplicity, with which this 
people obeyed the command?, of their father, which is rela- 
ted in the 85th chapter of Jeremiah. Jeremmh defivered 
many prophecies this year to the Jews, for which they con- 
fined him in prison. Being prevented by his confinement 
from speaking to the people, he was commanded to write ft 
full prophecy of all the judgment? God was about to bring 
upon the nation, and deliver it to Baruch one of his disciples, 
to read to the people, on the great feast of expiation. 

3. Was Barui^h allowed to read the roll ? 
. He met with no opposition : whether the kingr and hi^ 
Enncjpal officera were absent to defend the borders of th«l 
ingdom,or whether men's mindi were softened by the ap- 
proaching enemy, is not known. But Baruch being greatly 
alarfned by^he threatenings conveyed in the roll, wa* com- 
forted by a particular prophecy, which we have in the 46th 
chapter of Jeremiah. 

Q. Had this prophecy any suitable e£&ct on the 'minds of 
the people ? 

•tf. It does not appear that it had ; the great feast of expi-. 
ation was kept in the month Tizri, which answers to our Sep* 
tember. Immediately after, Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Je^ 
rusalem, and made himself master of it in the month 'Chisleu,. 
which is November. On the 18th day of that month be 
took the city, and having taken Jnhoiakim prisoner, he bound 
him in chains, intending to carry him to Babylon. B^ut on 
his humbling himself to Nebuchadnezzar, and submitting to 
become tributary, and swearing feally to hrm, he was again 
restored to his throne ; and Nebuchadnezzar marched with, 
his artny to complete his conquest in other parts of Palestine. 

Q. Did not Nebuchadnezzar carry away captives at tbia 
time ? 

t^. Before he left Jerusalem, he gave orders to Ashpefta^t 
the govfhrnor of his household, to choose from among the 
royal family atid the chief nobility, a aumber of young mei^ 
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PiK^ 14, 19th lioe from top, tor shown read ^tmc 
21, 20Ui do. do. for 2200 pead 22,00a 
^ 1st do* do, for 1800 read 18^000. 

35, 20fh line from bottom, for 22U0 read 22,000 

36, 4th do. do. for zealous read jealous. 

43, 32d line from top, for 4200 read 42,000. 

44, 7th do. from bottom, for Aphedenic read Ampk^ionic 
'47, Ist do. from top, for Albycene read Myeme. 

84,. 15th do. from bottom, for two husband men read two hum 
W2f 2d do. from top, for Rohathites read RoaihUu, [dred meut 
U3f 13th do. do. for professed read possessed. 

104, 6th do do. for, to the charge, read to take iIie'<hoarge, 

106, 6ih do. do, for family read army. 

113, 17th do. do< for Gishon read Gi/ton. 

114, 42t'h do. -do. for his son read this son. 

120, 123 and 128 pages, for councillors read counsellors^ 

121, bottom line, for traveled read travelled. 

122, 16th line from bottom, for are read ^ere. 
124, 12th do. from top, for He read 7^ • 

132, 11th do. from bottom, for allusion read Ultutration. XftA 

line same page^ for Meaneler read Mermnder, 
134, 10th do. from top, for trouble read troubler. 
i40, 1 1th do. from %ottom, for disease read discease. 
146 aud 148 ]3ages, for Jewry read Troy. 
145, 2d line from bottom, for its read and, 
148, bottom line, for Jacbus, king of Mansitania, read Jeorheut 

^'ng of Menmt'ama, 
162, 9th do. do. for careful read useful 
166, 6th do. do. for Aristoclates read Aristoeratet. 
I76y forcapitol read cff/wVoZ— for Beloris read Be2esi»— tor N<h 

bopalassar, read JVabopolttssar. 
180, 25tb tine fre«n top, for it read /^ey— 10th live from bottom, 

for to read us. [peopic* 

189, 9th do. from top, for the kings people, read ike king and 

191, 2d and 10th do. do. for Pj'ammettchu»tiBad PsammeHehuM. 

192, 2lst do. do. for Soasduchinus read SaosdadwimM.. 

196, 9th do. do. for.[B. C. QfdS'\ read 648. 

197, I9lh do. from bottom, for Jerusalem read Jeroboam, 

1200, 18th do. do. fi«ora top, for Naboposslosar i^d J^nbopt^Uutitr. 
201, K)th do. do. for Mitisian read MiUMon, i 

201, 11th do. do. for Artiapes read Astyaget. y% / 

^3, 2d do. do. for Sucumo read Tucumon. ^ \ / 

»05i 12th do. from bottom, for bandittis read bandiltu y 
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